

	
    
	
	
	
		
			
				
					
						
					
					
						Intangible Cultural Heritage
					
				


				    
     Toggle navigation
        
        
        
    



	
			
			
					
				
						
								
                                
										20th anniversary of the Convention
	Explore UNESCO
	
                                            
                                                
                                                
                                                English
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                    	
                                                            English
                                                        
	
                                                            Français
                                                        
	
                                                            Español
                                                        


                                                

                                            

                                        
	
                                            
                                                Connection
                                                
                                                
                                                    
                                                        
                                                        
                                                            
                                                                User:
                                                                
                                                            

                                                            
                                                                Password:
                                                                
                                                            

                                                            
                                                                Login

                                                            

                                                            Password forgotten?

                                                        

                                                        
                                                    

                                                    Create an account

                                                    UNESCO account

                                                

                                            

                                        


								
	
										
    Convention

    
    
        	
                    About Intangible Heritage
                    
                    	
                                What is Intangible Heritage?
                            
	
                                Why safeguard ICH?
                            
	
                                Intangible Heritage domains
                            
	
                                FAQ
                            


                
	
                    Texts and emblem
                    
                    	
                                Text of the Convention
                            
	
                                Operational Directives
                            
	
                                Forms
                            
	
                                Ethical principles
                            
	
                                Use of the emblem 
                            
	
                                Research on the Convention
                            


                
	
                    Governance
                    
                    	
                                States Parties
                            
	
                                General Assembly
                            
	
                                Committee
                            
	
                                Secretariat
                            
	
                                Evaluations, audits and governance
                            


                
	
                    Overall results framework
                    
                    	
                                Overall results framework
                            


                
	
                    Periodic reporting
                    
                    	
                                Submissions and deadlines
                            
	
                                Committee documents and in-depth studies
                            


                
	
                    Funding
                    
                    	
                                ICH Fund
                            


                


              

            

        



    





	
    Events

    
    
        	
                    Statutory meetings
                    
                    	
                                11/06/2024 - 10.GA
                            
	
                                04/12/2023 - 18.COM
                            
	
                                04/07/2023 - 18.COM WG ART18
                            
	
                                28/11/2022 - 17.COM
                            
	
                                05/07/2022 - 9.GA
                            
	
                                01/07/2022 - 5.EXT.COM
                            
	
                                25/04/2022 - 17.COM WG
                            
	
                                13/12/2021 - 16.COM
                            
	
                                09/09/2021 - 16.COM WG
                            
	
                                08/07/2021 - 16.COM WG
                            


                
	
                    Workshops and expert meetings
                    
                    	
                                See all meetings and events
                            


                
	
                    Exhibitions
                    
                    	
                                We are Living Heritage photo exhibition (2023)
                            
	
                                Sounds of living heritage, a journey through indigenous languages (2019)
                            
	
                                Tell your living heritage story (2018)
                            
	
                                Passing it on: Inventorying living heritage in Africa (2016)
                            
	
                                ICH for sustainable development: a virtual exhibition (2013)
                            
	
                                Recognizing Our Cultural Heritage... (2010)
                            
	
                                Living Heritage: Exploring the Intangible (2007)
                            


                


              

            

        



    



	
    Themes

    
    
        

              	
                        
                        
                        Education
                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        
                        Priority Africa
                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        
                        Livelihoods
                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        
                        Emergency situations
                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        
                        Indigenous peoples
                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        
                        Sustainable development
                        
                        
                    


            

        



    



	
    Lists

    
    
        	
                    About Lists
                    
                    	
                                Purpose of the Lists
                            
	
                                Procedure of inscription
                            
	
                                Nomination forms
                            
	
                                Global reflection on the listing mechanisms
                            
	
                                Reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18
                            


                
	
                    Elements inscribed
                    
                    	
                                Browse the Lists
                            
	
                                Dive into intangible cultural heritage!
                            


                
	
                    Under process
                    
                    	
                                Files 2024 under process
                            
	
                                Files pending priority ‘0’ treatment
                            
	
                                Mechanism to encourage multinational files
                            


                


              

            

        



    



	
    Safeguarding

    
    
        	
                    Safeguarding
                    
                    	
                                Involvement of communities
                            
	
                                Ethics and ICH
                            
	
                                Inventorying Intangible Heritage
                            
	
                                Transmission
                            
	
                                Legislation
                            


                
	
                    Capacity building
                    
                    	
                                Massive Online Open Course (MOOC)
                            
	
                                Content of training materials
                            
	
                                Facilitators
                            
	
                                Materials repository
                            


                
	
                    International Assistance
                    
                    	
                                Requesting assistance
                            
	
                                Assistance granted
                            
	
                                Toolkit for requesting International Assistance 
                            


                
	
                    Projects and activities
                    
                    	
                                Safeguarding projects
                            
	
                                Engaging youth for an inclusive and sustainable Europe 
                            
	
                                Good Safeguarding Practices
                            
	
                                Former projects
                            


                


              

            

        



    



	
    Actors

    
    
        	
                    Organs of the Convention
                    
                    	
                                General Assembly
                            
	
                                Intergovernmental Committee
                            
	
                                Bureau of the Committee
                            
	
                                Evaluation Body
                            
	
                                Secretariat
                            


                
	
                    NGO, centers and research
                    
                    	
                                Accreditation of NGOs
                            
	
                                Accredited NGOs
                            
	
                                NGO Forum
                            
	
                                Category 2 centres
                            
	
                                UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Networks
                            
	
                                Global tertiary education networking
                            
	
                                2003 Convention and Research
                            


                
	
                    Donors and partners
                    
                    	
                                Donors
                            
	
                                Partners
                            


                


              

            

        



    




	
    Country
    
        
            
                
                    Browse by country
                    
                    

                    
                        
                        Africa
Algeria
Angola
Benin
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cabo Verde
Cameroon
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros
Congo
Côte d'Ivoire
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Djibouti
Egypt
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Eswatini
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Togo
Tunisia
Uganda
United Republic of Tanzania
Zambia
Zimbabwe


                        
                        Arab States
Algeria
Bahrain
Djibouti
Egypt
Iraq
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Malta
Mauritania
Morocco
Oman
Palestine
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
Sudan
Syrian Arab Republic
Tunisia
United Arab Emirates
Yemen


                        
                        Asia and the Pacific
Afghanistan
Australia
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei Darussalam
Cambodia
China
Cook Islands
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Fiji
India
Indonesia
Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Japan
Kazakhstan
Kiribati
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Macao, China
Malaysia
Maldives
Marshall Islands
Micronesia (Federated States of)
Mongolia
Myanmar
Nauru
Nepal
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Niue
Pakistan
Palau
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Republic of Korea
Russian Federation
Samoa
Singapore
Solomon Islands
Sri Lanka
Tajikistan
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Tokelau
Tonga
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Tuvalu
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Viet Nam


                        
                        Europe and North America
Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belarus
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Canada
Croatia
Cyprus
Czechia
Denmark
Estonia
Faroe Islands
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy
Kazakhstan
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
North Macedonia
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Republic of Moldova
Romania
Russian Federation
San Marino
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Tajikistan
Türkiye
Ukraine
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
United States of America


                        
                        Latin America and the Caribbean
Anguilla
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Aruba
Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Bolivia (Plurinational State of)
Brazil
British Virgin Islands
Cayman Islands
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Curaçao
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Grenada
Guatemala
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Montserrat
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Sint Maarten
Suriname
Trinidad and Tobago
Uruguay
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)


                        
                    

                    
                

            

        


	
    

	
    
    
    
        
            
                
                    Search ICH website
                    

                    Search

                

            

        

    




								
							
					
				    
			
			
		



				
			
		
	

	
		
			
			

			
				 Toggle navigation
					
					
					
				
			

		

	

	
		
		

	


	




	
    
    
        
            
                
                
                
                
            

        

    
    

	
		Safeguarding our living heritage

		
			2003 Convention 
			The Lists
		

		
            
        

		
			i
			
				

				© Philippe Bordas  / UNESCO

				

			

		

	

	





	
		News

		
			
				
					Four new International Assistance projects supported by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
				

				
					5 March 2024 – 
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                    Indigenous peoples hold a rich diversity of living heritage, including practices,
                        representations, expressions, knowledge and skills.
            

        

    





    
        
        
            
                Sustainable Development
            

            
                
                    The notion of ‘sustainability’ in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development echoes the concept of ‘living heritage’ in the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
            

        

    





    
        
        
            
                Priority Africa
            

            
                    Africa’s rich living heritage plays a fundamental role in building a strong cultural identity and shared values across the region.
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                    Education plays a key role in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.
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                    Living heritage throughout the world is increasingly affected by emergencies, including conflicts and disasters caused by natural and human-induced hazards.
            

        

    








    
        
        
            
                Capacity Building
            

            
                
                    The Programme was put in place in 2009 to support countries in safeguarding their intangible cultural heritage and harness its potential for sustainable development, while promoting broad public knowledge and support for the Convention.
            

        

    



		




        
            
                
                    Dive into intangible cultural heritage!

                    Dive into a constellation made of all the elements inscribed by UNESCO and mapped according to thousands of related concepts. Visualize our cultural diversity and common humanity!
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