
Form ICH-09 (2008)  – Request from an NGO for Accreditation 

PART 2: THE REQUEST FORMAT  
FORM ICH-09 

 

Request by a Non-Governmental Organization to be Accredited to Provide Advisory 
Services to the Committee 

1. Name of the organization: 
Jaipur Virasat Foundation 

2. Address of the organization: 
E – 143 Ramesh Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur – 302001, Rajasthan, India 

Phone # +91-141-2222728, 2222140     

Website: www.jaipurvirasatfoundation.org,  

               www.jaipurfestival.org,  

               www.jodhpurfolkfestival.org,   

               www.wonderfulworkshops.org 

E-mail: info@jaipurvirasatfoundation.org          

3. Country or countries in which the organization is active: 
 national  

 international (please specify: )  

 worldwide 

 Africa  

 Arab States 

 Asia & the Pacific 

 Europe & North America 

 Latin America & the Caribbean 
Please list the primary country(ies) where it is active:  

India 

4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence: 
Jaipur Virasat Foundation was registered as a charitable trust in September 2002.  
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5. Objectives of the organization: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

JVF is committed to drive change that creates increased livelihood opportunities among 
traditional artists,  artisans and local communities – to inclusive growth through creative 
industries and cultural tourism – to the conservation of Rajasthan’s traditional arts, crafts, 
knowledge & living culture (the region’s primary tourism USP) and historic environment and – 
to promote and support sustainable development through establishing Institutions within civil 
society as checks and balances, recognizing the challenges of growth and governance in 
India’s young democracy 

JVF pioneers a holistic, cross sector approach to development. It links poverty alleviation, 
creativity, livelihood generation and sustainable development with the repositioning of cultural 
resources so they become economic assets, thus protecting traditional knowledge and 
cultural diversity. 

  

JVF’s objectives synergise with UNESCO charters for the conservation of tangible and 
intangible heritage, preservation of cultural diversity, and furtherance of cultural and creative 
industries to alleviate poverty as per the UNESCO Jodhpur Consensus of February 2006. 
JVF’s international patron is HRH Prince Charles, Prince of Wales, UK. Its festivals are 
endorsed by UNESCO as “peoples’ platforms for creativity and sustainable development”. 
Through JVF’s committed action on the ground and five years of hands on initiatives in situ, a 
coherent programme: Community & Culture for Development has emerged as a potential 
strategy for inclusive development and conservation at a national level.   

6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage 

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active: 
 oral traditions and expressions 

 performing arts  

 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 

 traditional craftsmanship 

 other domains - please specify:  

Introducing 'culture for development' to school-going children through workshops with 
traditional artists and crafts people, in consultation with heads of local educational 
institutions.     
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6.b. Primary safeguarding activities  in which the organization is involved: 
 identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making) 

 preservation, protection  

 promotion, enhancement  

 transmission, formal or non-formal education 

 revitalization 

 other safeguarding measures - please specify: 

6.c. Description of the organization’s activities: 
Not to exceed 750 words   
 

2002- 2008-Key Activities 

Festivals (Community and Culture) for Development:  

IJVF’s strategy has evolved organically through a mechanism of annual creative festivals and in 
response to the challenges facing development work through the creative sector in a society such as 
Rajasthan.  

 

Jaipur Heritage International Festival: JVF has established India’s first annual city based festival as a 
citizen’s platform for sustainable development: Jaipur Heritage International Festival (JHIF), as a 
landmark event of national and international significance.  Festival 2007 in January (JVF’s fifth), 
generated more than 100 million rupees value of positive media coverage. See Festival Report on 
www.jaipurfestival.org. JHIF transformed itself in 2008 to the Jaipur Literature Festival since the 
regional government chose to create its own cultural festival within three months of JHIF and the city 
and region cannot support two international city festivals in one city per year. Jaipur Literature Festival 
has established its brand identity and is perceived as poised to become India’s leading multi cultural 
and cross language festival of literature and creative dialogue.  

Jodhpur RIFF (Rajasthan International Folk Festival) In October 2007 JVF launched Jodhpur RIFF 
(Rajasthan International Folk Festival) with HH the Maharaja of Jodhpur at Mehrangarh Fort Jodhpur, 
as India’s first annual folk music festival to promote and reposition the region’s rural performing arts in 
the context of global tourism. See ww.jodhpurfolkfestival.org.  

 

Rural Arts for Development 

As a year round activity to seed creative processes among folk practitioners and to give better access 
worldwide to the state’s traditional music (arguably the state’s richest cultural asset) JVF Rural Arts 
Programme runs capacity building workshops, supports local village festivals, generates new, 
contemporary opportunities for performance. See Grant Document from Annenberg 

Jaipur Heritage Studio for Development:  

JVF has developed an extensive citizen network (JVAV) to promote conservation of the historic walled 
city of Jaipur, to engage local residents, and to set in motion processes that contribute to improved 
management of the historic environment 

• In March 2006 a small street, restored by JVF as a demonstration project, was visited by  

HRH Prince of Wales, international patron to JVF 
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• In February 2007 JVF, through its partner agency Dronah (www.dronah.org), completed 
a Heritage Plan of international standards for the city of Jaipur, commissioned by the Rajasthan 
State Government.   

• In partnership with the state government, JVF is preparing a Heritage Walk in the walled 
city as a model for the state tourism department to regenerate and promote the historic fabric of 
the city. 

 

JVF Creative Workshops 

JVF workshops have been developed with craftspeople, musicians, theatre and performing arts 
practitioners, and children, in the context of JVF festivals-for-development strategy – to build 
capacity, introduce and promote a change of mind set among traditional practitioners and the 
general public, encourage creativity to enliven traditional skills, and disseminate program values 
to targeted constituencies through performance, exhibitions, and the media, at festivals and 
otherwise.  

 

Creative Education for Children 

Jaipur Virasat Foundation has been partnered by a sister organisation, Creative Learning for 
Change to deliver programmes into the schools of Jaipur as informal education initiatives. It has 
prepared and published a resource book Discovering Jaipur – touching on all aspects of the city’s 
heritage and environment, and targeted for age 10-14 and teachers of this age group  

 
Through its activities, JVF has engaged many people, across the spectrum of local society, in the 
‘heritage’ vision. Through process and activity, JVF has evolved its development model:  

• identifying traditional practices, skills and arts that are already part of people’s lives in the region 

• seeking to understand the aspirations of the communities it works with, so as to work with them, 
rather than for them 

• demonstrating through creative workshops and collaborations new and creative ways of looking 
at traditions so they can be repositioned to earn their practitioners a better livelihood and so be 
conserved 

• drawing on a global perspective to bring models of best practice management to its activities  

• using contemporary marketing and publicity strategies, including the mechanism of large scale 
festivals, to maximise outcomes.  

 

JVF’s approach is ‘ground up’ and its activities are predicated on two key precepts:  

Creativity, combined with a capability to deliver tangible products that have a place in the global 
market, can build a valuable bridge between traditional communities and the modern world, so 
fostering conservation and cultural diversity. 

Artistic/ heritage ‘conservation’ that does not engage local people has limited value in a region 
beset with poverty. 
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7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural 
heritage practitioners: 
 

JVF recognizes that in societies where severe poverty is still widespread, traditional 
ways of life and inherited cultural practices will not be retained in the face of an easy 
promise of modern life – the something better that is offered even in the remotest of rural 
settlements by market and consumer forces. Development consequently is producing a 
unidirectional, unsustainable and destructive mode of change which fails to include large 
sections of India’s peoples and destroys traditional values overnight. To create and offer 
a counter force, JVF seeks to engage in its vision of culture based development, as 
many people as possible - local communities, cultural practitioners, administrative and 
elected officials, people of differing faiths and of every social stratum. To achieve this, 
JVF creates citizen committees to advise, guide, lobby with government, represent JVF 
values, meet the media, care for guest visitors, share presentations and inform process 
and programming decisions, and more. JVF makes public citizen presentations, and 
holds open days at its office. It catalyses local community celebrations and rural 
festivals. It revives and gives a contemporary platform to local traditional performing arts. 
Through the programming of its main city festival, JVF strategically reaches out to all 
levels of the urban society – by holding concerts in slums, working with community 
groups and with local cultural groups and creating targeted events for schools and 
educational institutions, the middle classes and the wealthy, visitors, locals and tourists.  
 
IN the urban context of Jaipur JVF has been running an early morning Heritage Walk 
through a specific locality in the historic walled city, Not having any agenda other than 
discovering, showing and sharing the traditional cultural life of the walled city, JVF has 
won the trust and cooperation of local residents and helped them create a Resident 
Welfare Association to work with local authorities in the management and preservation of 
their historic city.  

It is JVF’s experience when working with economically poor and disadvantaged groups, 
folk musicians and craftspeople that even the smallest of interventions towards 
empowerment, dignity and life security, goes a very long way and is met with enthusiasm 
and cooperation.  

 

 

8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization: 
Please substantiate the operational capacities of the organization with appropriate 
documentation, as described in paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives. 

 

Kindly refer to the CD enclosed. 
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8.a. Membership and personnel 
JVF TRUSTEES – nine members  
 
JVF CORE OFFICE STAFF – seven members 
 
PROJECT TEAM – As required 
 
JVF CITIZEN COMMITTEES: (all unpaid volunteers) 
 
JAIPUR CITIZENS HERITAGE COMMITTEE – a committee of Jaipur residents ready to endorse all 
efforts to retain the built character of Jaipur historic city.  

 
JAIPUR CITIZENS FESTIVAL COMMITTEE – a committee of leading stakeholders of Jaipur in 
support of a citizen-driven City Creative Arts & Crafts Festival.  

 
CITIZENS’ ADVISORY FORUMS – For instance Festival 2005 - (honorary 3-7 member sub-
committees)  

Events 
Performing Arts (International)  
Performing Arts (Classical National)   
Performing Arts (National Folk)  
Performing Arts (Regional Folk)  
Performing Arts (Local Folk)  
Theatre 
Jaipur Dhrupad  
Special Needs Events  
Minorities’ Events  
Festival Fringe  
City Palace Events  
Hotel Participation  
Film  
Tourist Interest Events  
Fund Raising Special Events   
Local Institutions (Fashion, Arts & Crafts)  
Fashion  
Sports 

Exhibits 
Exhibitions  
Contemporary Art  

Crafts 
Rajasthan Crafts  
Craft Design  
Crafts People & Artisans  

Venues and Built Heritage 
Venues  
Restoration  
Temples  
Amber  
Festival Boulevard and Venue Design  

Heritage Awareness  
Children  
Heritage Talks  
Heritage Literature  
Heritage Walks  

Jaipur Walled City Culture & History 
 
 
 
Rajasthani Street Food  
Thikana & National Cuisine 
Restaurants  
Retail
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City Participation 
Virasat Pehnawa  
Virasat Jaipur Shobha & Restorations  
Virasat Jaipur Shaan  
Rajasthani Street Food  
Thikana & National Cuisine 
Restaurants  
Retail  
College Youth  
J Factor  

Publicity, PR, and Media  
Tourism Promotion  
Media & PR  
Press Copy and Articles  
Graphics  

Management and Organisational Support   
Control Room  
Hospitality/Protocol  
People Management  
Event Management  
Medical Outreach  
Law  

Governance 
Politics  
Civil Service  

Tourism and Commercial Development 
Local Marketing & Business Development  
Hotels  
Heritage Hotels  
Tented Camps  

Grass Roots Development 
Literacy  
Water Conservation  
Environment  
Virasat Samitis  
 

FESTIVAL PARTNERS  - INSTITUTIONS & NGOs 
 

ICCR, WZCC, Teamworks Films, British Council, Embassies and Foreign Missions and Cultural 
Institutions in Delhi, CSE, Tarun Bharat Sangh, Tilonia, Urmul Trust, JKK, IICD, NID, NIFT, 
Jaipur Kathak Kendra, Jaipur School of Art, Shruti Mandal, CII, TIE, Rotary, IDS,  

 
RURAL ARTS PROJECTS REGIONAL ADVISORS – A network of regional facilitators who have 
gained recognition in rural adult education and community development 
 
JAIPUR VIRASAT APNI VIRASAT (Jaipur’s heritage is my (our) heritage) – a network of signed up 
Jaipur citizens interested in conservation of the city’s unique culture and character 
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8.b. Recognized legal personality 
Please see attached the Trust Deed signed in August 2002 
 
 

 
8.c. Duration of existence and activities 
Please refer to the attached Trust Deed and the CD of activities 

9. Contact person for correspondence: 
Mr. Divya Kumar Bhatia, Arts and Festival Director 

 Jaipur Virasat Foundation, E-143 Ramesh Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur - 302001 

divyakumarbhatia@gmail.com 

10. Signature:  
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