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PART 2: THE REQUEST FORMAT  
FORM ICH-09 

 

Request by a Non-Governmental Organization to be Accredited to Provide 
Advisory Services to the Committee 

1. Name of the organization: 
Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation 

2. Address of the organization: 
406 Bongeunsa-ro, Kangnam-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea 

3. Country or countries in which the organization is active: 
 national  

 international (please specify: )  

 worldwide 

 Africa  

 Arab States 

 Asia & the Pacific 

 Europe & North America 

 Latin America & the Caribbean 
Please list the primary country(ies) where it is active:  

Vietnam, India and Mongolia 

4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence: 
April 1980 

5. Objectives of the organization: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

The Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation (CHF) was established, aimed at protecting 
and preserving Korea’s cultural properties, creatively enhancing, developing and utilizing 
its traditional lifestyle culture, and thereby promote the preservation and safeguarding of 
the national culture as well as the culture in Asia.  

Since 1980, CHF has executed various projects that involve traditional ceremonies, 
arts, crafts, foods, performances, and exhibitions; diverse cultural experiences; 
educational and publishing activities; and tourism products, including the traditional 
wedding experience. CHF has conducted research projects involving excavation of 
cultural properties in order to continue and distribute the traditional culture of Korea as 
widely as possible.  Moreover, CHF has involved a number of projects for safeguarding 
of intangible cultural heritage among the Asia-Pacific countries.  
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6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage 

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active: 
 oral traditions and expressions 

 performing arts  

 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 

 traditional craftsmanship 

 other domains - please specify:  

      

6.b. Primary safeguarding activities  in which the organization is involved: 
 identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making) 

 preservation, protection  

 promotion, enhancement  

 transmission, formal or non-formal education 

 revitalization 

 other safeguarding measures - please specify:  
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6.c. Description of the organization’s activities: 
 Re-enactment of Cultural Traditions: CHF strives to exhibit the splendid traditional 

culture of Korea to tourists through preservation and restoration, and accurate re-
enactment of cultural traditions such as royal court ceremonies.  

 Performances: The traditional art performances staged in the Important Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Transmitters' Centre, Korea Cultural House and Korea House are 
designed to enhance and promote intangible cultural heritage.  

 Exhibitions: CHF is organizing several permanent exhibitions for the work of holders of 
Important Intangible Cultural Properties (Living Human Treasure) with a view to 
educating the public on the nation’s Intangible Cultural Heritage. Various special 
exhibitions and exhibition tours are planned to help Korea’s best craftsmen and 
craftswomen from different regions to continue to practice and develop their inherited 
skills and techniques.  

 Cultural Experiences: Traditional Korean cultural on-site experiences and international 
cultural exchange programs have been developed to contribute to safeguarding of 
intangible cultural heritage in Korea.  

  Cultural Heritage Education: The educational program aims at help the public acquire 
a better understanding of the importance of cultural heritage, and by extension play an 
active role in preserving and continuing our cultural traditions in everyday life.  

  Publication (Themes: Intangible cultural heritage) : There are 30 different publications 
varied, including craftwork, performance art, traditional food, cultural and historic sites, 
and lifestyle culture so on. Monthly-newsletter focused on cultural heritage has been 
published, given the public better access to information about Korean culture.  

 Traditional Food: Korea House is developing and distributing traditional dishes of the 
royal court, the epitome of the most refined traditional Korean food, to the public.  

 Traditional Wedding: Since 1982, Korea House has reenacted a traditional wedding 
ceremony as a part of its effort to display Korea’s traditional lifestyle culture more widely. 
Conducted in the inner garden of Korea House in a classic Hanok (traditional Korean 
house with tiled roof), the wedding ceremony is sure to leave you with unforgettable 
memories.  
 

 Establishment Initiative for the Intangible Heritage Center for Asia-Pacific (EIIHCAP): 
EIIHCAP was first established as a special agency within the CHF by the support of the 
Cultural Heritage Administration in September 2006. Its purpose is to set up the 
Intangible Heritage Center for Asia and the Pacific under the auspices of UNESCO for 
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in the Asia-Pacific region. This organization 
has prepared its establishment for the center and implemented a number of joint-projects 
and research works, in order to safeguarding intangible heritage in the Asia-Pacific 
region with a view to acquiring an approval at the 35th General Conference of UNESCO 
(October 2009). 
 

 Cultural Properties Investigation and Research  
CHF has also conducted on-site survey on cultural properties, prospect and excavation 
studies of historical remains, and the scientific preservation processing of relics, and 
publishes academic reports. 
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7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural 
heritage practitioners: 
* Promotion and Enhancement 

1.Living Human Treasures' showcases and Permanent Exhibitions 

The Living Human Treasures' showcase in particular craft work, organized by CHF is 
held annually every May to June by inviting elderly holders of Intangible Cultural 
Properties (Living Human Treasure), in order to display their art work, and learn about 
the skill lineage of a given intangible cultural heritage.  

The permanent exhibitions designed by CHF is held all the year round at the Important 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Transmitters' Centre, to encourage and promote the creative 
activities of the ICH holders, inform the public about Korea’s Intangible Cultural 
Properties system by highlighting government-designated Important Intangible Cultural 
Properties, and expand the traditional craftwork base through experience programs for 
elementary, middle, and high school students. 

2. Regional Intangible Cultural Heritage Events 

CHF organizes the intangible cultural heritage events in the local provinces of Korea 
to increase interest in Important Intangible Cultural Properties among local residents and 
thereby contribute to safeguarding of national culture, and to display the class and 
excellence of traditional Korean culture more widely.  

3. Pung-ryu yard playing 

The traditional art performances of intangible cultural heritage staged in the Important 
Cultural Heritage Transmitters' Centre, Korea Cultural House and Korea House are 
designed to preserve and promote our traditional culture every Friday all year round.   

* Transmission and formal or non-formal education 

1. Field Investigation of Cultural Heritage 

The program ' Field Investigation of Cultural Heritage' was initiated in 1987 in order to 
provide the general public chances to be interested in the cultural heritage and to have 
better understanding in the Korean culture. The members of Cultural Properties 
Committee designated by Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea provide guides and 
thorough lectures.  

2. Korean Traditional Craft Architecture school 

The Craft Architecture school was founded in 1995, aimed at education and 
transmission of skills and techniques of traditional handcraft art as well as fostering 
future generation. Currently there are about 14 courses such as Chimseon (needlework), 
Daemok (large scale carpentry), and dancheong (Architectural Colour decoration) so on. 
These courses are taught by experts who are nationally, municipally, or provincially 
designated 'Living Human Treasures' in Korea.  

* Revitalization 

1. Re-enactment of Royal Court Ceremonies 

CHF has opened re-enacted events for the general public according to 5 categorized 
royal court ceremonies such as ceremonies for Opening and Closing the Royal Palace 
Gates and the Gate Guards Changing Shifts, the Royal Banquet for celebration the 
Joseon king Teongjo's 50th birthday, the Royal Wedding Ceremony and the 
Representation of the King's Enthronement Ceremony since 2002.  
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8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization: 
Please substantiate the operational capacities of the organization with appropriate 
documentation, as described in paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives. Please see 
the attached document ‘Certificate of all Registered Information (Current Details’) 

8.a. Membership and personnel 
Please submit supporting documents. Please see the attached CHF’s brochure and 
‘Cultural Family Membership’s leaflet.  

○ Cultural Family  
Members of CHF’s Cultural Family are given the priority access to information and a 
diverse range of cultural events and projects. They are also offered a number of 
advantages in the use of CHF cultural facilities. 

8.b. Recognized legal personality 
Please submit supporting documents. Please see the attached document ‘Certificate of 
Business Registration’  

8.c. Duration of existence and activities 
1980.04. Established the Korea Cultural Heritage Preservation Association 
 
1981.02. Korea House consignment management  
 
1992.09. Changed its name to the Foundation for the Preservation of Cultural Properties 
 
1997.11. Seoul Important Intangible Cultural Heritage Transmitters’ Center  

consignment management  
 
2003.04. Korea Cultural House opened  
 
2003.07. KCHF re-launched as a special corporation  
 
2004.01. Jeonju Traditional Cultural Center consignment operation  
 
2006.09. Establishment Initiative for an Intangible Cultural Heritage Centre for  

Asia-Pacific  launched  
 
2007.10. Namsangol Hanok Village consignment operation 

Please submit supporting documents. Please see the attached document ‘Certificate of 
Business Registration’ and ‘Certificate of All Registration Information (Current Details)’. 
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9. Contact person for correspondence: 
Mr. Tea-Wook AHN (Director, Division of Cultural Project) 

Mr. Youn-Wook KIM (Project Officer, Division of Cultural Project) 

Tel. +82-2-3011-2150  
       +82-2-3011-2156  
Fax. +82-2-566-0571  
www.chf.or.kr  
silkroadkr@hanmail.net 
silkroad@chf.or.kr  
okook79@naver.com  
okook79@chf.or.kr  

10. Signature:  
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