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Form ICH-09 (2008) – Request from an NGO for Accreditation 
 

PART 2 : THE REQUEST FORMAT 
FORM ICH – 09 

 
Reguest by a Non-Governmental Organization to be Accredited to Provide 

Advisory Services to the Committee 
 

1. Name of the organization :  
REGIONAL RESOURCES CENTRE FOR FOLK PERFORMING ARTS, UDUPI 
(RRC) 

 
2. Address of the organization :  
Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts, MGM College Campus, 
Kunjibettu Post, Udupi – 576 102, Karnataka, India 

 
3. Country or countries in which the organization is active: 
      National - Yes 
      international (Please specify ☺ 
               worldwide 
               Africa 
               Arab States 
               Asia & the Pacific 
               Europe & North America 
               Latin America & the Caribbean 
Please list the primary country (ies) where it is active: 
               Mainly Karnataka State in India   - Yes 

4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence:  
      1983 (25 years) 

 
5. Objectives of the organization : (Not to exceed 350 words) :  
 

The RRC is an NGO attached to the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial College at Udupi, as a 
part of its cultural outreach with documentation, dissemination and archiving of the folk 
performing arts (to include folk performances, folk theatre, folk rituals, folk games, folk 
medicinal practices) of the Karnataka State of India as its objectives with the ultimate 
aim of promoting and preserving the folk art forms of different regions of Karnataka 
most of which, unfortunately are vanishing. 
 
The RRC also aims to promote research by providing free access to its archives and 
library to scholars working on folklore themes, and also to provide the services of its 
research guide to those desiring to do doctoral research through this organization which 
has affiliation with two Universities in the State. 
 
Publication of books on folklore themes and topics by researchers or noted scholars is 
also on RRC’s agenda. 
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6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage 

 
RRC has recorded and textualized a few of the songs and dialogues relating to spirit 
worship, oral epics and folk narratives of the region pertaining to folk heroes, folk 
deities etc. which till recently were being passed on from generation to generation in 
certain families by word of mouth.  The RRC thereby has helped data safeguarding and 
preserving in electronic media and books such as oral epics. 
 
6. a. Domain (s) in which the organization is active : 
            oral traditions and expressions  -  Yes 
            performing arts  -  Yes 
            social practices, rituals and festive events - Yes 
            knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 
            traditional craftsmanship _ Yes 
            other domains – please specify : Folk medicinal practices, folk games and study of 
ethnic groups like tribals, certain castes etc. 
 
6. b. Primary safeguarding activities in which the organization is involved : 
            identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making) - Yes 
            preservation, protection - Yes 
            promotion, enhancement - Yes 
            transmission, formal or non-formal education 
            revitalization 
            other safeguarding measures – please specify : Textualization of oral narratives 
 
6. c. Description of the organization’s activities : 
 
The Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts, (RRC as popularly known) 
Udupi, is a unit of the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial College, Udupi.  It was founded in 
1983 at the instance and with the support of the Ford Foundation and with the 
concurrence of the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial College Trust, Udupi. The non-
governmental, non-profit organization is dedicated to the documentation, dissemination 
and preservation (by archiving) of folk performing arts, folk rituals, folk games and 
other cultural aspects of the folk of the Karnataka region.   
 
Slowly, but steadily, the RRC built up a network of scholars willing to help it to conduct 
field operations in remote areas, thus generating abundant material for its archives, 
which presently houses a rich collection of documented audio, video and photographic 
material pertaining to various genres of performing arts like songs, dances, rituals, 
including forms of tribal lore.    Reviewers from the donor institution and discerning 
scholars, national and international, have appreciated and admired the systematic 
collections and computerized methods of information accession.  A four-phased 
workshop organized in the years 1988 and 1989 prepared a group of well trained 
researchers at the Post-graduate and the Post-doctoral level, what with famous 
American folklorists like Alan Dundes, Peter J. Claus, AK Ramanujan, Stewart 
Blackburn, Philip Zareelli, Brenda Beck etc. collaborating with Indian scholars of 
repute.  This experience helped the RRC to collaborate with the Nordic Institute of 
Folklore in launching a Finnish-India Project of intensive fieldwork, thus enriching its 
collections.  The RRC operations have been acknowledged as a most productive 
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enterprise in the field of folklore and folk performing arts.   The Research fellowships 
instituted by the RRC have paid rich dividends in most cases towards the building up of 
the archives and also in terms of folklore study and analysis.  Quite a few of them have 
resulted in publications by the RRC.  The RRC has so far brought out 31 publications 
on diverse folklore themes based on the materials supplied by the researchers and other 
individual scholars. 
 
The RRC also undertook the laudable project of educating the common people about 
the value of the cultural heritage, which they possess, and the need to preserve it lest it 
should be eroded by the forces of commercialization and vulgarization, which result 
from lack of proper understanding.  By organizing dissemination programmes in 
schools the younger generation could be exposed to this treasure of culture and by 
organizing them in communities the common men could be persuaded to cease to look 
upon their own cultural heritage as useless fossils but to regard them as priceless 
inheritance.  Edited versions of many video recordings have been prepared by the 
researchers of the RRC which serve to enrich the knowledge of the people about forms 
of culture which they have not seen so far in their own surroundings. 
 
Coastal Karnataka and its hilly regions have a few distinctive groups of tribals whose 
society is undergoing significant changes.  Their cultural aspects were scrutinized, 
investigated and analyzed by RRC researchers.  An elaborate study of the serpent 
worship by the Mera community, called Kadyanaata, was undertaken and was 
published in a volume after extensive documentation.  The study and documentation of 
the life styles of Konkani speaking Kudubis and Kharvis was also carried out under a 
special grant from the HRD Ministry, Government of India. 
 
Kodavas, being a special community of the Kodagu (Coorg) district with a rich heritage 
and tradition, RRC conducted a series of documentation trips recording the life styles, 
customs, rituals and dances of the Kodavas. 
 
RRC has conducted documentation camps in different parts of Karnataka as well for 
the video documentation of various rituals, folk dance forms, folk healers etc. reflecting 
the culture and traditions of the people of the different districts. 
 
For comparative study and analysis RRC has conducted documentation programmes in 
the border districts of the neighbouring States as well 
 
Publications are an extension of the dissemination programme and the RRC 
concentrated in the last few years on publications on Yakshagana (See under 
Yakshagana).  RRC has published 45 books so far.  They represent the basic research in 
folklore, oral epics, folk rituals, theatre, puppetry and other topics.   
 
During the past ten years, more than 80 researchers from 18 countries (Belgium, 
Canada, Costa Rica, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia, Nepal, The Netherlands, Switzerland, Tanzania, UK, USA, Venezuela, Korea) 
visited RRC and most of them were introduced not only to the collections in general but 
also to materials relevant to their own research topics.  For the period 1984-2007 about 
750 serious users of our materials have been listed.  If one adds to this certain 
exhibitions of materials at home and abroad plus travel by members of the staff to 
domestic and foreign workshops, the national and international impact of the RRC is to 
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be deemed satisfactory. 
 

ARCHIVAL  HOLDINGS AS ON DATE: 
 

VIDEO TAPES        : 14,161 hrs 
AUDIO TAPES        :   3,592 hrs 
COLOUR SLIDES        :   8,353 
B & W PHOTOS        : 18,000 
DIGITIZATION DVD AUDIO :       371   hrs 
DIGITIZATION DVD VIDEO :       1,103 hrs 
FIELD  CARDS                          :       9,194 
EDITED DVDs                           :          110 hrs 

 
7. Its experience cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural heritage 
practitioners : 
 
RRC has to solely depend on folklore scholars, temple authorities etc. of various regions 
to identify performers, folk artistes, folk narrators and other persons and contact them.  
There has been almost whole-hearted cooperation from these groups while carrying out 
documentation of performances, rituals and also interviews.  Only in exceptional cases 
certain groups prefer to be a closed society and may resist documentation of their 
lifestyles, particularly relating to their beliefs, rituals and social customs. 
 
8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization : 
 
RRC does not enroll members on regular membership fees but has open access to 
scholars, folklore enthusiasts, researchers and students to consult, refer or acquaint 
themselves with the contents of the archives and library.   
 

a. Membership and personnel : The RRC has two well qualified folklorists, one 
technical assistant besides the Director for operational purposes. 

b. Recognized legal personality : RRC is a cultural unit of the Mahatma Gandhi 
Memorial College, which is governed and managed by a Board of Trustees. The 
Trust is registered under the Trust Act. (Trust Deed enclosed) 

c. Duration of existence and activities : RRC has completed 25 years of its existence  – 
                                                                                                      ( Document enclosed) 
 

9. Contact person for correspondence : 
PROF. H. KRISHNA BHAT 

DIRECTOR 
REGIONAL RESOURCES CENTRE FOR FOLK PERFORMING ARTS 

MAHATMA GANDHI MEMORIAL COLLEGE CAMPUS 
KUNJIBETTU POST, UDUPI – 576 102, KARNATAKA, INDIA 

PHONE : 0820-2521159 (0) 
FAX : 0820-2523559 (0) 

E-MAIL : mgmcollegeudupi@dataone.in 
 
SIGNATURE :  
 
Date: 26.08.2008, Udupi – 576 102 

90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts

mailto:mgmcollegeudupi@dataone.in


90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts



90020 - Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts


	90020_ICH-09.pdf
	90020_ICH-09_signature.pdf.pdf
	90020_ICH-09_8a_8b.pdf
	Scan0042
	Scan0043
	Scan0044
	Scan0046
	Scan0047
	Scan0048
	Scan0049
	Scan0050
	Scan0051
	Scan0052
	Scan0053
	Scan0054




