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Concept note
A. 

I. [bookmark: _Hlk124351255]Background
1. This session is part of the 2026 training programme for the Global facilitators’ network under the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. It aims to update facilitators’ knowledge on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in situations of conflict and displacement, and on related capacity-building approaches. It also complements the training for facilitators on living heritage and disaster risk reduction conducted in March 2025. 
2. Situations of conflict and displacement can pose specific and acute risks to living heritage. Forced displacement, disrupted social structures, and prolonged insecurity may severely affect the practice, transmission, and viability of intangible cultural heritage. At the same time, living heritage can be a vital resource for communities that can strengthen resilience, reduce vulnerabilities, and support them in preparing for, responding to, and recovering from emergencies. Safeguarding living heritage in situations of conflict and displacement is indivisible from the protection of the lives and well-being of its bearers.
3. Against this background, UNESCO developed the Operational principles and modalities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in emergencies, which provide guidance to States Parties and other relevant stakeholders on how best to ensure that intangible cultural heritage is most effectively engaged and safeguarded in emergency situations in line with the principles of the 2003 Convention. The modalities identify actions appropriate to the three main phases in an emergency management cycle of preparedness, response, and recovery efforts. These operational principles and modalities were endorsed by the Intergovernmental Committee at its fourteenth session in Bogota, Colombia, December 2019 (Decision 14.COM 13) and approved by the General Assembly at its eighth session in September 2020 (Resolution 8.GA 9). 
4. They should be considered in tandem with the relevant provisions of the 2003 Convention and its Operational Directives, notably Chapter VI on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and sustainable development at the national level and its sub-chapter VI.4 on Intangible cultural heritage and peace, as well as the Ethical Principles for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage.
5. Since the adoption of the operational principles and modalities, UNESCO has progressively gained experience in translating them into action. A key methodological approach emerging from this work is community-based needs identification, which has been applied and tested in diverse contexts of conflict and displacement. Through community-based needs identification, communities themselves identify the risks affecting their living heritage, as well as their priorities and capacities for safeguarding. 
6. To consolidate these experiences and strengthen the approach, UNESCO has developed and piloted training materials designed to support the translation of the operational principles and modalities into action at the local level. These include two training units on safeguarding living heritage in situations of conflict and forced displacement which introduce the relationship between safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and situations of conflict and forced displacement (Unit 65), and provide guidance on conducting community-based needs identifications in these contexts (Unit 66). These resources, together with a guide for humanitarian workers on safeguarding living heritage in situations of conflict and forced displacement (forthcoming) provide useful tools for work in this area. 
II. Objectives
7. In this context, UNESCO is organizing this online training session to further develop the conceptual and practical knowledge of members of the Global facilitators network in this specific thematic area. The webinar session will introduce existing materials, share operational experiences, and provide a platform for facilitators to exchange insights. The learning objectives are the following:
· Deepen understanding of capacity-building approaches to translate the Operational principles and modalities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in emergencies into concrete action, with a focus on their application in situations of conflict and displacement. 
· Build a shared understanding of key challenges and opportunities for integrating intangible cultural heritage across the emergency cycle, including preparedness, response, and recovery. 
· Analyze and exchange practical experiences and tools, including community-based needs identification for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in situations of conflict and forced displacement.
This session is designed for all facilitators, regardless of the level of their experience in safeguarding living heritage in situations of conflict and displacement. A short survey will be conducted before the training to better understand participants’ training needs and collect examples and insights into their relevant experiences that may be shared during the session. 
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