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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
Meeting of the Bureau
UNESCO Headquarters, Room VIII
22 September 2026
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Item 4 of the provisional agenda:
Procedures for the modification of the name of an inscribed element
	Summary
At its twentieth session in 2025, the Committee decided to establish an open-ended intergovernmental working group on the procedures for the modification of the name of an inscribed element (Decision 20.COM 9.b.3). The present document reports on the follow-up to this decision.
Decision required: paragraph 6


A. 

Within the implementation of the listing mechanisms of the Convention, the Operational Directives foresee a mechanism to allow one or more States Parties concerned to request the modification of the name of an element inscribed on the Lists of the Convention. Such requests shall be submitted at least three months prior to a Committee session (paragraph 41 of the Operational Directives). Upon approval by the Committee, the modified name is incorporated into all communications relating to the element concerned.
Drawing on its experience with several requests examined since 2015 and in the context of further requests for the modification of the names of inscribed elements in 2025, the twentieth session of the Committee considered it necessary to reflect on the implementation of the existing procedure. To this end, it decided to establish an open-ended intergovernmental working group to consider amendments to paragraph 41 of the Operational Directives concerning requests to modify the names of inscribed elements and the Secretariat was asked to report on progress to the Committee at its twenty-first session (Decision 20.COM 9.b.3).
The Committee indicated, according to the same decision, that any revision to procedures is to be undertaken with a view to:
(i) ‘ensuring that any request for a name modification be subject to the widest possible participation of the community, group, or, if applicable, individuals concerned and to their free, prior and informed consent;
(ii) forwarding the request to the Evaluation Body for its opinion prior to consideration by the Committee; and
(iii) ensuring that all documentation provided in support of such a request, as well as the Evaluation Body’s opinion, be provided to the Committee prior to its decision thereon’.
At its third meeting on 9 June 2026, the Bureau of the twenty-first session of the Committee was informed that no voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund was received for the establishment of the abovementioned working group in time for the eleventh session of the General Assembly (UNESCO Headquarters, 17 and 18 June 2026). The Bureau agreed to further discuss a way forward at the present meeting, in view of the twenty-first session of the Committee (Xiamen, China, 30 November to 5 December 2026).
As of 8 September 2026, no voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund was received to implement Decision 20.COM 9.b.3.
The Bureau of the Intergovernmental Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 21.COM 4.BUR 4
The Bureau,
Having examined document LHE/26/21.COM 4.BUR/4,
Recalling Chapter I.12 of the Operational Directives,
Further recalling Decision 20.COM 9.b.3,
Takes note that no voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund was received for the establishment of an open-ended intergovernmental working group to consider amendments to paragraph 41 of the Operational Directives;
Requests that the Secretariat prepare draft amendments to the Operational Directives on the procedures of the modification of the name of an inscribed element for examination by the Committee at its twenty-first session, taking into account the debates of the twentieth session of the Committee.
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