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	Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk101342700]In conformity with Article 10 of the Financial Regulations of the Special Account for the Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, the present document includes narrative and financial reports for the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025.



Background
The Special Account for the Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (hereafter ‘the Fund’) is governed by its Financial Regulations, adopted by the Committee at its first extraordinary session and last amended by the General Assembly at its eighth session (Resolution 8.GA 7). In accordance with its Article 10, biennial narrative and financial reports shall be submitted to the General Assembly. The present document contains such reports and covers the period from 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025. 
The reports should be read in conjunction with the overview of status and trends of the Fund contained in document LHE/26/11.GA/8 and the Report by the Secretariat on its activities during the same reporting period (document LHE/26/11.GA/6). In addition, complementary information regarding specific aspects of the Fund can be found in documents examined by the twentieth session of the Committee in 2025, notably the ‘Report on International Assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund’ (document LHE/25/20.COM/10) and ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund: voluntary supplementary contributions and other issues’ (document LHE/25/20.COM/13).
The present document contains: 
· an overview of the income of the Fund (Part A);
· a report on the use of the financial resources of the Fund (Part B);
· Annex I – the financial report of the Fund for the reporting period (Statement I) and the associated schedule of appropriations and expenditure for the same period (Schedule 1.1);
· Annex II – the list of voluntary supplementary contributions paid between 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025 for specific purposes, as stipulated in Article 25.5 of the Convention, following a decision of the Committee; 
· Annex III – the total expenditure incurred for each specific activity/project approved by the Committee, from its beginning until 31 December 2025;
· Annex IV – the forecasts, based on the Secretariat’s estimation, for the future use of the funds allocated to ongoing specific activities/projects approved by the Committee;
· Annex V – the list of International Assistance projects contracted during the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025;
· Annex VI – a specific report on the implementation of the ‘other functions of the Committee’ (budget line 3) for the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025.
A. [bookmark: PartA]Income (Statement I in Annex I and Annex III)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	Figures have been rounded as compared to Annexes I and II. ] 

The sources of income are governed by Article 25.3 of the Convention and Article 5 of the above-mentioned Financial Regulations. During the reporting period, income of the Fund consisted of:
	a) Assessed compulsory and voluntary contributions from States Parties[footnoteRef:2] [2:  	In Financial Statement (Annex I), the assessed compulsory contributions for the period 2024–2025 are shown as income, whether they have been received or not. As at 31 December 2025, the unpaid balance of assessed compulsory contributions for 2024–2025 was due from 89 States Parties and represented 3% of the amount assessed. Detailed account of assessed contributions received from each State Party is available in the Statement of assessed contributions for the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025.] 


	Assessed compulsory contributions from 180 States Parties to the Convention, as described in Article 26.1 of the Convention
	US$4,218,345

	Assessed voluntary contributions received from four of the five States Parties, which, at the time of their ratification, had recourse to Article 26.2 of the Convention 
	US$509,604

	b) Voluntary supplementary contributions
	

	Funds received for programme activities:

	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	US$73

	Contributions made for specific purposes relating to specific projects approved by the Committee, in accordance with Article 25.5 of the Convention:
	

	From the Kingdom of the Netherlands for the implementation of the ‘Reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention’ (Decision 19.COM 12)
	US$128,692

	From the Kingdom of the Netherlands for the implementation of the thematic initiative on artificial intelligence and living heritage (Decision 20.COM 13)
	US$141,040

	From Sweden for the implementation of the thematic initiative on artificial intelligence and living heritage (Decision 20.COM 13) 
	US$30,041

	Sub-fund intended exclusively to strengthen the human capacities of the Secretariat (Resolution 3.GA 9):
	

	France
	US$109,529

	Lithuania
	US$5,320

	Monaco
	US$21,994

	Slovenia
	US$5,274

	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
	US$95,995

	c) Investment revenue credited to the Fund
	US$1,159,821

	
	

	TOTAL
	US$6,425,729



Compared to the same period in the preceding biennium, total income during the reporting period increased by 10%, from US$5,841,338 in 2022-2023 to US$6,425,729 in 2024-2025. This positive result reflects (i) a 38% increase in investment revenue (previously called ‘interest’) (from US$840,315 to US$1,159,821) driven by higher market interest rates, in addition to slight increases in (ii) voluntary supplementary contributions by 7% (from US$502,929 to US$537,959), and (iii) compulsory assessed contributions by 7% (from US$3,956,410 to US$4,218,345). In contrast, voluntary assessed contributions declined by 6%, from US$541,684 to US$509,604.
B. [bookmark: PartB]Use of the financial resources of the Fund (Statement I and Schedule 1.1 in Annex I)
During the reporting period, the resources of the Fund related to the compulsory and voluntary assessed contributions from States Parties were utilized according to the Plan for the use of the resources of the Fund approved by the tenth session of the General Assembly (Resolution 10.GA 8). Through this resolution, the General Assembly approved a budget of US$8,189,577 for the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025. This corresponds to the balance of the Fund (excluding the sub-fund dedicated to specific activities approved by the Committee and the sub-fund for enhancing the human capacities of the Secretariat) on 1 January 2024 (US$9,189,577) less the Reserve Fund accumulated up to that date (US$1,000,000).
The Financial Report (Schedule 1.1) shows a total expenditure of US$6,293,792 as of 31 December 2025, which corresponds to 76.9% of the approved budget. This represents a slight increase, in terms of expenditure rate, compared to the 2022–2023 biennium (73.2% expenditure rate on 31 December 2023). Explanations for each budget line of the schedule of appropriations and expenditure are provided below. 
International Assistance
In line with the priorities set by the Guidelines for the use of the resources of the Fund in Chapter II.1 of the Operational Directives, the tenth session of the General Assembly decided that half of the resources (budget line 1, 50% of the approved Plan excluding budget line 1.1) would be allocated to the provision of International Assistance to States Parties in order to supplement their national efforts to safeguard intangible cultural heritage. 
As at 31 December 2025, the expenditures under budget line 1 amounted to US$2,996,390, comparable with the expenditure level of $3,038,832 in the previous biennium. This indicates a relatively stable level of expenditure across the two biennia, despite a lower approved allocation for this budget line in the 2024-2025 biennium. This amount corresponds to expenditures for thirty-three International Assistance projects[footnoteRef:3], including twelve in States from Africa (Electoral Group Va) (49% of the total expenditure related to International Assistance) and eight projects in Small Island Developing States (SIDS) (21% of the total expenditure related to International Assistance). For eighteen[footnoteRef:4] beneficiary States Parties (including five SIDS), this constituted the first project supported by the Fund under the International Assistance mechanisms, thereby reflecting continued efforts to broaden its geographical reach[footnoteRef:5]. A list of International Assistance projects, for which expenditures incurred during the reporting period, can be found in Annex V. [3:  	In addition, six International Assistance requests approved during the 2024 – 2025 biennium will be contracted in the present biennium due to a) the approval of the request by the Committee in the last quarter of the biennium; b) the wish expressed by implementing agencies to start the project in 2026; or c) administrative and technical delays or difficulties. These will be reported in the next report to be presented to the twenty-second session of the Committee in 2027 and the twelfth session of the General Assembly in 2028.]  [4:  	Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belize*, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Dominican Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Gambia, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Paraguay, Sao Tome and Principe, South Sudan, Thailand and Uzbekistan (* State having previously benefitted from International Assistance through a multinational request).]  [5:  	See document LHE/25/20.COM/10 for further information regarding the implementation of the International Assistance mechanisms.] 

Furthermore, the expenditure includes costs related to the pilot evaluation exercise for two completed projects[footnoteRef:6], carried out in line with the Strategy endorsed by the seventeenth session of the Committee (Decision 17.COM 11), with evaluation costs covered by budget line 1 in an amount not exceeding 10% of the budget of each selected International Assistance project (Resolution 10.GA 8 and Decision 18.COM.14).  [6:  	Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Decision 14.COM 2.BUR 5.3) and Tonga (Decision 13.COM 2.BUR 4.6).] 

The budget line 1.1 (12.3% of the approved Plan) was used to cover the biennial costs of three fixed-term posts (one P3, one P2 and one G5) that were created by the General Assembly at its seventh session in 2018 to fully activate the International Assistance mechanisms and effectively monitor and evaluate their implementation (Resolution 7.GA 8). The ‘Safeguarding Implementation and Monitoring (SIM) Team’ was established and continues to be operational since February 2020. The expenditure rate of this budget line reached 82.4%.
Concerning budget line 2 (2.8% of the approved Plan), expenditures related to three[footnoteRef:7] preparatory assistance requests for the elaboration of nomination files to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and five[footnoteRef:8] preparatory assistance requests for the elaboration of nomination files to the Representative List. The expenditures reflected also include the provision of technical assistance to five[footnoteRef:9] States Parties for the development and revision of their International Assistance requests, in accordance with Decision 8.COM 7.c. Among the States Parties, one is from the Africa region, three from Latin America and Caribbean, including two SIDS, and one is from the Arab States. During the reporting period, four[footnoteRef:10] International Assistance requests were finalized through this support mechanism, all of which were approved by the Bureau, while the fifth is currently being developed by the State Party concerned. The expenditure rate of this budget line reached 50% against 42% during the 2022–2023 biennium. [7:  	Gambia (Decision 20.COM 3.BUR 4.1), Papua New Guinea (Decision 19.COM 2.BUR 4.1) and Uganda (19.COM 2.BUR 4.2).]  [8:  	Benin (Decision 20.COM 3.BUR 4.2), Burkina Faso (Decision 20.COM 3.BUR 4.3), Saint Kitts and Nevis (Decision 20.COM 3.BUR 4.4), Saint Lucia (Decision 20.COM 3.BUR 4.5) and the United Republic of Tanzania (Decision 20.COM 3.BUR 4.6).]  [9:  	Belize, Equatorial Guinea, Honduras, Saint Lucia and State of Palestine.]  [10:  	Belize (Decision 19.COM 3.BUR 3.1), Honduras (Decision 20.COM 2.BUR 3), Equatorial Guinea (Decision 19.COM 1.BUR 3.2) and State of Palestine (Decision 20.COM 3.BUR 3.1).] 

The use of the budget for the ‘other functions of the Committee’ under budget line 3 (20% of the approved Plan) is based on a percentage breakdown in terms of Expected Results which are aligned with the performance indicators defined in the approved 42 C/5 for the Major Programme IV Culture, Outcome 5, Output 5.CLT4 ‘Member States’ and communities’ capacities strengthened to identify, safeguard and promote living heritage’. According to the Plan approved by the General Assembly (see document LHE/24/10.GA/8), these funds were dedicated to: 1) a strengthened capacity-building programme and the integration of intangible cultural heritage into development plans, policies and programmes (52% of budget line 3); and 2) facilitating the sound governance of the Convention by enhanced monitoring, knowledge management services and awareness-raising associated with international cooperation mechanisms (48% of budget line 3). As at 31 December 2025, the implementation rate of approved funds remained at a high level (77.9%), against 85.8% in the 2022–2023 biennium. A detailed narrative report on the implementation of these funds can be found in Annex VI.
Following the Internal Oversight Service’s recommendation in its audit of the working methods of the cultural conventions (document IOS/AUD/2013/06), the Committee requested that the Secretariat apply the cost recovery policy consistently when using the resources of the Fund (Decision 8.COM 11). Consequently, and as provided in Article 6.2 of the Financial Regulations of the Fund, cost recovery was applied to budget lines 1 to 3. 
Budget line 4 (2.5% of the approved Plan) was used to finance the participation of experts representing developing States Parties that are members of the Committee, its Bureau and subsidiary bodies. The expenditure rate of 79.2% corresponds to the participation costs of fifteen experts in the nineteenth session of the Committee and sixteen experts in the twentieth session of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Hlk147489302]The expenditure rate of budget line 5 (2.7% of approved Plan), used for facilitating the participation of experts from developing States Parties non-members of the Committee in Committee sessions and those serving in the Evaluation Body for meetings of the Body, has reached 91%. It reflects the participation of: (a) twenty-three experts in the nineteenth session of the Committee; (b) twenty-four experts in the twentieth session of the Committee; and (c) members of the Evaluation Body (four experts in 2024 and five experts in 2025), eligible for such support in the meetings of the Evaluation Body held at UNESCO Headquarters during the reporting period.
Budget line 6 (2.7% of the approved Plan) shows an expenditure rate of 87.4% and reflects the participation costs of seven accredited non-governmental organizations (NGOs) serving on the Evaluation Body in 2024 and/or 2025, as well as those of the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and/or Rapporteur for the nineteenth and twentieth sessions of the Committee. Expenditures also relate to the participation of twenty-five accredited NGOs from developing countries in the nineteenth session of the Committee, and twenty-four NGOs in its twentieth session. 
1. At its tenth session, the General Assembly recommended that the Secretariat be authorized to make transfers between budget lines 4, 5, 6 and 7, for up to 30% of their initial total allocation (Resolution 10.GA 8). During the 2024-2025 biennium, three budget transfers were simultaneously carried out in July 2025, respectively from budget line 4 to budget line 5 (US$10,000), from budget line 7 to budget line 5 (US$40,000) and from budget line 7 to budget line 6 (US$110,000). These transfers were meant to allow the Fund to respond positively to a greater number of requests to cover the participation costs of experts representing developing States Parties non-members of the Committee (budget line 5) and accredited NGOs from developing countries (budget line 6) at the twentieth session of the Committee. 
Lastly, budget line 7 (7% of the approved Plan) shows an expenditure rate of 91.4% (higher than in the previous biennium due to the abovementioned budget transfer), corresponding to the fees of the Evaluation Body members (twelve members in 2024 and eleven members in 2025), including those of the Chairpersons, Vice-Chairpersons and Rapporteurs of the Body for the additional tasks they perform. A total of sixty-seven nomination files were assessed by the Evaluation Body in 2024, and sixty-eight other files were evaluated in 2025. In addition, in line with Article 6.2 of the Financial Regulations of the Fund and as mentioned in document LHE/24/10.GA/8, budget line 7 was charged with direct expenses related to the initial set-up of the online platform for sharing good safeguarding experiences to fully implement Article 18 of the Convention.
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[bookmark: AnnexV]ANNEX V 
List of International Assistance projects with expenditures incurred during the period
 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025
	

	Beneficiary State
	Project
	Decision

	1. 
	Angola*
	Safeguarding semba by creating new levers for intergenerational transmission and income-generating opportunities (No. 02124)
	19.COM 2.BUR 3.1

	
	Antigua and Barbuda*
	Strengthening capacities for the implementation of the 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage in Antigua and Barbuda (No. 01624) 
	15.COM 2.BUR 3.1

	
	The Bahamas*
	Community-based inventorying of the intangible cultural heritage in the Commonwealth of The Bahamas (No. 02004)
	18.COM 2.BUR 4.1

	
	Bangladesh*
	Implementing community-based heritage festivals in eight administrative divisions of Bangladesh (No. 02226)
	19.COM 2.BUR 3.2

	
	Belize*
	Empowering communities for the safeguarding of Belize’s foodways: a community-based inventory project for sustainable development and disaster resilience (No. 02127)
	19.COM 3.BUR 3.1

	
	Belize, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama
	Exchange of experiences and cultural dialogues for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage of Afro-descendant peoples through the preparation of inventories in the SICA region and Cuba (No. 02229)
	19.COM 2.BUR 3.3

	
	Cameroon*
	Pilot inventory of intangible cultural heritage in the ten departments of the Centre Region in Cameroon (No. 01622)
	18.COM 3.BUR 3.1

	
	Central African Republic*
	Pilot inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of the communities of the Lobaye forest prefecture (No. 01931)
	18.COM 1.BUR 4.2

	
	Côte d’Ivoire
	Safeguarding and promoting Gbofe (No. 02204)
	19.COM 1.BUR 4.1

	
	Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
	Capacity Building on Traditional Koryo Celadon Making practice (No. 01619)
	17.COM 4.BUR 3.4

	
	Dominican Republic*
	Strengthening the capacities of La Cofradía del Espíritu Santo de Los Congos de Villa Mella and El Teatro Cocolo Danzante de Los Guloyas de San Pedro to safeguard their heritage (No. 02003)
	17.COM 4.BUR 3.2

	
	Egypt
	Safeguarding and capacity-building for the intangible cultural heritage of Al-Aragoz traditional hand puppetry in Egypt (No. 02460)
	20.COM 4.BUR 3.1

	
	Equatorial Guinea*
	Implementation of a plan for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage in Equatorial Guinea: training and pilot inventory of traditional dances (No. 02147)
	19.COM 3.BUR 3.2

	
	Gambia*
	Building capacities on intangible cultural heritage inventorying, safeguarding and awareness raising activities in The Gambia (No. 02344)
	19.COM 3.BUR 3.3

	
	Haiti
	Supporting the community of artists and artisans of the village of Noailles to safeguard the intangible cultural heritage of metal cutting in the context of the security crisis and for resilience in Haiti (No. 02049)
	18.COM 2.BUR 3.1

	
	Honduras
	Preparation of inventories of the intangible cultural heritage of Honduras with the active participation of the communities (No. 02209)
	20.COM 2.BUR 3

	
	Hungary*
	Safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage of Ukrainian displaced persons in Hungary: inclusive community practices (No. 02210)
	19.COM 1.BUR 3.1

	
	Kazakhstan*
	Revision of the national intangible cultural heritage inventory and capacity-building on the implementation of the 2003 Convention for the local communities in five provinces of Kazakhstan (No. 02207)
	19.COM 1.BUR 4.2

	
	Kyrgyzstan 
	Digital journey to intangible cultural heritage of Kyrgyzstan (No. 02007)
	17.COM 5.BUR 3.2

	
	Mali
	Safeguarding plans for the transfer of three elements of Mali’s intangible cultural heritage inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List (No. 02149)
	18.COM 3.BUR 3.2

	
	Mauritania 
	Safeguarding and inventories of children’s tales and narratives in Mauritania (No. 02046)
	18.COM 2.BUR 4.2

	
	Nicaragua 
	Inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of traditional and religious festivities in the municipalities of Bluefields, Diriamba, León, El Viejo and Masaya (No. 02042)
	18.COM 2.BUR 4.3

	
	Pakistan*
	Community-based inventorying and capacity building of indigenous communities for safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces (No. 01809)
	16.COM 2.BUR 3.2

	
	Paraguay*
	Ancestral and traditional techniques for the elaboration of the ‘Poncho Para’i de 60 Listas’, from the city of Piribebuy, Republic of Paraguay (No. 02076)
	18.COM 8.a.6

	
	Peru
	Strengthening and promotion of the intergenerational transmission of knowledge and meanings related to the production of traditional pottery in Checca Pupuja, Puno (No. 02078)
	18.COM 2.BUR 4.4

	
	Saint Kitts and Nevis
	Safeguarding Saint Kitts and Nevis Intangible Cultural Heritage: Developing a National Intangible Cultural Heritage Policy (No. 01930)
	17.COM 4.BUR 3.3

	
	Sao Tome and Principe*
	Development of a national inventory of intangible cultural heritage in Sao Tome and Principe (No. 02125)
	19.COM 3.BUR 3.4

	
	South Sudan*
	Development of an inventory of intangible cultural heritage in South Sudan (No. 01535) 
	15.COM 2.BUR 3.5

	
	Thailand*
	Field School for capacity-building in safeguarding living heritage of ethnic communities in Thailand (No. 2006) 
	17.COM 5.BUR 3.3

	
	Uganda
	Consolidating and upscaling efforts of community museums to safeguard six intangible cultural heritage elements in Uganda (No. 02152)
	19.COM 1.BUR 4.3

	
	Uganda
	Consolidating the promotion of intangible cultural heritage education in institutions of higher learning in collaboration with bearer communities (No. 02160)
	18.COM 3.BUR 3.3

	
	Uzbekistan*
	Urgent safeguarding of the making of traditional musical instrument Kobyz and its tradition of Zhyrau performance (No. 02146)
	18.COM 2.BUR 4.7

	
	Zimbabwe
	Awareness raising on the importance of the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage among traditional leadership and local communities in Zimbabwe (No. 01901)
	18.COM 8.d


* First International Assistance granted


[bookmark: AnnexVI]ANNEX VI

[bookmark: _Hlk208418445]IMPLEMENTATION REPORT OF THE SPENDING PLAN FOR 
THE ‘OTHER FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE’

1 JANUARY 2024 TO 31 DECEMBER 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk101342770]For the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025, the spending plan for the ‘other functions of the Committee’ was approved by the General Assembly in June 2024 (Resolution 10.GA 8). The tables below provide information on (a) the implementation of activities for the period from 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025 along with (b) a table under each expected result providing an analysis of the main challenges encountered and the corrective measures adopted.
ASSESSMENT BY EXPECTED RESULT[footnoteRef:11] [11:  	All figures in the tables are extracted from the Financial report (as of 31 December 2025) issued by UNESCO’s Bureau of Strategic Planning – Grants Management Section. All figures in the tables are expressed in US dollars.] 

	Budget approved for 2024/2025
	Expenditures at 31/12/2025
	Exp. Rate %
at 31/12/2025

	1,637,915
	1,275,873.56
	77.9%


Expected Result 1:	Implementation of the Convention encouraged through a strengthened capacity-building programme and the integration of intangible cultural heritage into development plans, policies and programmes
	[bookmark: _Hlk81489931]Allocation
	Expenditures
	Exp. Rate %
at 31/12/2025

	851,716
	663,421.80
	77.9%



	Main achievements (01/01/2024 to 31/12/2025)

	Reorientation of the global capacity-building programme conducted
· Launch of UNESCO Learning platform for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in May 2025, providing a new global access point for online capacity-building under the Convention with the first three courses, focusing on:
· The Overall Results Framework of the 2003 Convention and its application to results-based project design, implementation and monitoring (available in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish);
· Implementing the 2003 Convention (English/French);
· Transforming Learning with Living Heritage (English/French).

	Facilitators’ network of the global capacity-building programme strengthened
· Expansion of the Global facilitators’ network completed with the regional training-of-trainers workshop for 26 newly selected facilitators from Latin America and the Caribbean in May 2024 (248 facilitators in total in all regions).
· Capacity of the Global facilitators’ network strengthened through the 2025 Global Training programme for the global facilitators’ network (online, February to July 2025), comprising an introductory webinar and three thematic sessions focusing on living heritage and disaster risk reduction, preparing nominations to the Lists and Register of the Convention, and living heritage and education. 

	Roll out of the capacity building programme on periodic reporting supported
· Knowledge and skills of 42 focal points for periodic reporting strengthened in Asia and the Pacific through a regional capacity-building programme in partnership with category 2 centres. This included monthly subregional online meetings (March to July 2024) and two regional online exchange sessions (14 May and 10 October 2024) (see document LHE/25/10.COM/6.b).

	Partnerships with category 2 centres and universities strengthened
· Coordination and collaborative programme planning strengthened with eight category 2 centres specialized in the field of intangible cultural heritage through the organization of the twelfth (13 June 2024) and thirteenth (16 July 2025) annual coordination meetings.
· Five UNESCO/UNITWIN Chairs specializing in intangible cultural heritage renewed, one new Chair established and exchanges with Chairs and UNITWIN networks facilitated through the creation of a dedicated webpage.

	Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in formal and non-formal education enhanced
· Marking the conclusion of the second Funding priority under the Convention (see document LHE/25/20.COM/INF.13.2), an expert survey and online reflection meeting with experts from the culture and education sectors identified lessons learnt and formulated recommendations for the future (July 2025).
· Integration of living heritage safeguarding into major international education frameworks, including the UNESCO Framework for Culture and Arts Education (2024), supported through upstream intersectoral collaboration, the development of an assessment tool on ‘learning with living heritage’, and the updating of the Clearinghouse on living heritage and education with additional projects and resources (183 entries in total).

	Importance of safeguarding living heritage for sustainable development demonstrated through thematic initiatives
Economic dimensions of intangible cultural heritage safeguarding
· Active engagement and better intersectoral cooperation ensured in order to enhance and develop sector-specific knowledge, building upon the ‘Guidance note on the economic dimensions of intangible cultural heritage safeguarding’ (Decision 18.COM 12). This includes informal technical consultations with experts on terminologies and methodologies, as well as with institutions and other UN agencies, including the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), UN Tourism, UN Women, and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).
· Ongoing creation of capacity-building and awareness-raising resources for specific sectors (i.e. intellectual property and marketing) and stakeholders (including local communities and entrepreneurs).
Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and climate change
· Knowledge and expertise generated through the preparation of a desk-based study and a two-part expert meeting in 2024 on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and climate change, engaging experts from both fields and all regions. 
· Guidance generated for States Parties and other relevant stakeholders, through the ‘Guidance note on climate action for living heritage’, examined by the Committee at its nineteenth session (Decision 19.COM 11).
Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts
· Knowledge and expertise developed through the organization of a two-part expert meeting in 2025 on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts, that gathered experts in urban planning and living heritage.
· Guidance generated for States Parties and other relevant stakeholders, through the Guidance Note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts,  examined by the Committee at its twentieth session (Decision 20.COM 12).


Challenges and risks in implementation and remedial actions
	Key challenges
	Remedial actions

	Recent developments under the Convention, including the outcomes of the Global reflection on the listing mechanisms, the implementation of the thematic initiatives, the evolving approaches of the Living heritage and education programme, and new capacity building materials in emerging themes, were not widely known across the facilitators’ network and required bringing in expertise from other fields. This limited the effective use and dissemination of updated tools and materials.
	The Secretariat developed an online training series covering key recent developments under the Convention. Dedicated sessions were designed to enhance facilitators’ knowledge and skills in specific tools and methodologies, while facilitating dialogue and exchanges within the facilitators’ network. In addition, the Secretariat engaged in intersectoral dialogue, and, where appropriate, expanded its reach to new networks when convening expert consultations.

	Education professionals participating in UNESCO’s work of integrating living heritage in education have identified the need for tools to assess learning outcomes related to living heritage. Since formal assessment systems do not yet adequately cover these effects, the long-term inclusion of living heritage in formal education is hindered. The impact of integrating living heritage remains difficult to demonstrate, limiting sustained integration within educational institutions.
	UNESCO commissioned the development of a tool for assessing ‘learning with living heritage’ to a university team specializing in education. Recognizing that formal assessment systems have yet to incorporate this approach, the tool, designed as a qualitative and continuous assessment method to complement existing frameworks, was piloted with a sample group of teachers and received positive feedback. It is currently under intersectoral review for potential broader adoption.


Expected Result 2: Sound governance of the Convention facilitated by enhanced monitoring, knowledge management services and awareness-raising associated with international cooperation mechanisms
	[bookmark: _Hlk81490153]Allocation
	Expenditures
	Exp. Rate %
at 31/12/2025

	786,199
	612,451.76
	77.9%



	Main achievements (01/01/2024 to 31/12/2025)


	Knowledge management processes optimized through monitoring interfaces and online workflows
· Infrastructure of knowledge management system maintained for security, and internal knowledge management services and workflows updated to reflect outcomes of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the Convention (transfers between Lists and associated inclusion of successful safeguarding experience in Register, display of nomination materials for extensions).
· New functionalities created or piloted to showcase activities and experiences in the framework of the International Day of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and in the context of the reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18. A new feature was introduced to improve the accessibility of the Convention’s website for colour contrasting and text scaling to facilitate the legibility of webpages.


	Broader implementation of Article 18 strengthened to foster the sharing of good safeguarding experiences
· As part of the ongoing reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18, initiated in 2023 (Decision 18.COM 11), and considering the step-by-step approach and roadmap examined by the Committee for the development and operation of a new platform for sharing good safeguarding experiences (Decisions 19.COM 10 and 20.COM 11), a pilot set of fourteen good safeguarding experiences implemented through the international cooperation mechanisms of the Convention was mapped. Those are featured in a ‘preliminary version’ of the platform, launched in May 2025.
· Ongoing establishment of the structure of the ‘Article 18 platform’ including through online consultations with experts to gather feedback and produce new content.


	Preparation of the reflection year (2026) initiated for the periodic reporting mechanisms
· Five online regional consultations organized with focal points for periodic reporting, facilitators from the UNESCO global network and representatives from category 2 centres, who played a key role in the implementation of the first regional cycle of reporting. The outcomes of these meetings are expected to feed into the reflection year (2026), offering an opportunity to assess lessons learned, address shortcomings including in the reporting forms, and build on States’ concrete reporting experiences.

	Basic Texts of the Convention revised and published
· 2024 edition of the Basic Texts of the Convention published. This version integrates the amendments to the Operational Directives adopted by the tenth session of the General Assembly in 2024.

	Upstream communication and outreach actions implemented to promote the objectives of the Convention
· Global campaigns undertaken for the first two editions of the International Day of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2024 and 2025:
· Dedicated platform set up to highlight 234 activities (100 in 2024 and 134 in 2025) by a broad range of Convention’s stakeholders around the world, and featuring a celebratory video. In 2025, a poster was made available and adapted in more than 8 languages.
· Global webinar on Artificial Intelligence and Intangible Cultural Heritage organized on 17 October 2024 to mark the first observance of the International Day.
· Publication developed on ‘Celebrating the Living Heritage of Indigenous Peoples‘ to highlight the experiences and enhance understanding of the crucial role played by Indigenous Peoples in safeguarding their living heritage as part of UNESCO’s actions in the framework of the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Languages (2023-2033).


	Cooperation with accredited non-governmental organizations (NGOs) strengthened
· Following the completion of the first phase of the project, the mapping of the domains of competencies of 60 accredited NGOs (Decision 14.COM 15) is now available on the Convention’s webpage. The ongoing second phase of the project aims to produce an additional 100 NGO profiles. 
· Collaboration with the ICH NGO Forum strengthened through a series of actions, including regular information-sharing meetings with the Forum’s Executive Board and the Working Groups established under the ICH NGO Forum; convening of joint events in the margins of Committee meetings; and facilitating the contribution of accredited NGOs to broader reflections, such as the overall reflection on synergies between the 1972 and 2003 Conventions.


Challenges and risks in implementation and remedial actions
	Key challenges
	Remedial actions

	The continued geographical and substantive development of the Convention, demonstrated notably by new ratifications, the expansion of the thematic initiatives, the increasing number of accredited NGOs and the growing awareness of a broader public about the Convention, require the continuous need for developing and adapting content and tools in various formats and engaging with new and changing audiences with different expectations.
	In terms of knowledge management and awareness-raising, priority continues to be given to the ongoing adaptation and enhancement of online tools and interfaces. In addition, new functionalities and features are introduced and piloted to enhance the accessibility for the website, while video materials, online tools and social media are increasingly used. 
At the same time, cooperation is strengthened with key stakeholders (ICH NGO Forum, category 2 centres, UNESCO Chairs) for greater outreach, including tapping even more efficiently in the wide range of expertise available in civil society.

	Following the completion of the first regional cycle of periodic reporting by all regions, the coming transition to a single global submission system for periodic reporting has raised questions about the implications for future reporting cycles and the engagement of different stakeholders in the process (see document LHE/25/20.COM/6.c).
	In preparation for the reflection year in 2026, a broad participatory approach has been planned to engage key periodic reporting stakeholders in taking stock of and assessing lessons learned from the regional reporting cycle. This process is intended to facilitate joint reflection on improvements to be made, for instance at the Global reflection meeting on the periodic reporting mechanisms (online, 28 to 30 April 2026).
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 Programme 

Activities*

(Schedule 1.1) 

  Fund dedicated to 

specific activities 

approved by the 

Committee 

 Sub-fund for 

Enhancing the 

human capacities 

of the Secretariat  

 Total as at 

31.12.2025 

 Comparative 

31.12.2023 

INCOME

Assessed contributions:

Compulsory 4,218,345.00       -                            -                         4,218,345.00       3,956,410.00      

Voluntary 509,604.00         -                            -                         509,604.00          541,683.92        

Total assessed contributions 4,727,949.00       -                            -                         4,727,949.00       4,498,093.92      

Other income:

Investment revenue 1,159,821.00       -                            -                         1,159,821.00       840,315.00        

Voluntary Contributions (Annex 1) 73.00                  299,773.44                238,112.55             537,958.99          502,929.03        

Other -                     -                            -                         -                     -                    

Transfer (to)/ from other funds -                     (4,078.53)                   4,078.53                 -                     -                    

Total other income 1,159,894.00       295,694.91                242,191.08             1,697,779.99       1,343,244.03      

TOTAL INCOME 5,887,843.00       295,694.91                242,191.08             6,425,728.99       5,841,337.95      

Incurred Expenses 5,191,061.96       294,987.93                391,362.68             5,877,412.57       5,231,313.56      

Management Costs on Incurred Expenses -                     20,649.17                  27,395.41               48,044.58            42,456.73          

Commitments 1,102,730.31       30,463.22                  -                         1,133,193.53       1,913,391.86      

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 6,293,792.27       346,100.32                418,758.09             7,058,650.68       7,187,162.15      

EXCESS (SHORTFALL) OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE (405,949.27)        (50,405.41)                 (176,567.01)            (632,921.69)         (1,345,824.20)    

Savings on prior years' obligations and other adjustments 92,961.36           76,799.30                  -                         169,760.66          515,567.61        

Reserves and fund balances, beginning of the period 9,189,577.78       366,370.29                308,334.06             9,864,282.13       10,694,538.72    

FUND BALANCES END OF THE PERIOD 8,876,589.87       392,764.18                131,767.05             9,401,121.10       9,864,282.13      

*fund balance end of the period includes USD 1,000,000 as Reserve Fund

Financial Report issued by the Grants Management Section, Bureau of Strategic Planning.

UNESCO

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2024 TO 31 DECEMBER 2025

(EXPRESSED IN US DOLLARS)
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UNESCO

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2024 TO 31 DECEMBER 2025

 2024-2025 

Approved 

Budget 

 Incurred 

Expenses   Commitments 

 Total 

Expenditure 

 Unspent 

budget 

 Expenditure 

rate 

1. 4,094,789            

Group 1 - Western Europe & North America -                     -                    -                     

Group 2 - Eastern Europe 132,491.56         9,971.00            142,462.56          

Group 3 - Latin/Central America & Caribbean 553,577.28         300,505.55        854,082.83          

Group 4 - Asia & Pacific 199,497.94         145,620.76        345,118.70          

Group 5a - Africa 903,829.02         462,784.38        1,366,613.40       

Group 5b - Arab States 30,516.43           69,495.00          100,011.43          

Direct administrative expenses 188,101.00         -                    188,101.00          

4,094,789             2,008,013.23      988,376.69        2,996,389.92        1,098,399.08      73.2%

1,007,318             830,042.53         -                    830,042.53           177,275.47         82.4%

5,102,107             2,838,055.76      988,376.69        3,826,432.45        1,275,674.55      75.0%

2. 229,308              

Group 1 - Western Europe & North America -                     -                    -                     

Group 2 - Eastern Europe -                     -                    -                     

Group 3 - Latin/Central America & Caribbean 38,513.58           2,093.00            40,606.58            

Group 4 - Asia & Pacific 8,500.00             1,500.00            10,000.00            

Group 5a - Africa 51,277.88           3,917.55            55,195.43            

Group 5b - Arab States 3,500.00             -                    3,500.00             

Direct administrative expenses 5,308.00             -                    5,308.00             

229,308               107,099.46         7,510.55            114,610.01           114,697.99         50.0%

3.

851,716               631,634.26         31,787.54          663,421.80           188,294.20         77.9%

786,199               593,415.14         19,036.62          612,451.76           173,747.24         77.9%

1,637,915             1,225,049.40      50,824.16          1,275,873.56        362,041.44         77.9%

4. 194,739               139,681.92         14,578.19          154,260.11           40,478.89          79.2%

5. 271,119               240,727.25         5,903.91            246,631.16           24,487.84          91.0%

6. 331,119               280,963.09         8,336.81            289,299.90           41,819.10          87.4%

7. 423,270               359,485.08         27,200.00          386,685.08           36,584.92          91.4%

TOTAL 8,189,577             5,191,061.96      1,102,730.31     6,293,792.27        1,895,784.73      76.9%

Financial Report issued by the Grants Management Section, Bureau of Strategic Planning.

Participation in the sessions of the Committee and its consultative bodies of experts 

in intangible cultural heritage representing developing States that are Parties to the 

Convention but not Members of the Committee

Participation in the sessions of the Committee, its Bureau and consultative bodies 

of public or private bodies, private persons, notably members of communities and 

groups, that have been invited by the Committee to advise it on specific matters, as 

well as experts in intangible cultural heritage representing accredited NGOs from 

developing countries

(EXPRESSED IN US DOLLARS)

Enhancing human resources to improve the implementation of the International 

Assistance mechanisms through three extra-budgetary fixed-term posts (one P3, one 

P2 and one G5)

ER 1: Implementation of the Convention encouraged through a strengthened capacity-

building programme and the integration of intangible cultural heritage into development 

plans, policies and programmes

ER 2: Sound governance of the Convention facilitated by enhanced monitoring, 

knowledge management services and awareness-raising associated with international 

cooperation mechanisms

The costs of advisory services to be provided at the request of the Committee

International Assistance, comprising the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed on 

the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, the 

preparation of inventories and support for other safeguarding programmes, 

projects and activities, including the monitoring and evaluation of requests 

approved

Preparatory assistance for International Assistance requests, nominations and 

proposals to the Lists and Register of the Convention

Other functions of the Committee, as described in Article 7 of the Convention, aimed 

at promoting the objectives of the Convention and encouraging and monitoring its 

implementation, in particular by strengthening capacities to effectively safeguard 

intangible cultural heritage, raising awareness of the importance of such heritage, 

providing guidance on good safeguarding practices and updating and publishing the 

Lists and the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices

Participation in the sessions of the Committee, its Bureau and subsidiary bodies of 

experts in intangible cultural heritage representing developing States that are 

Members of the Committee
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Funds received for programme activities :

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 73.00             

Funds received dedicated to specific activities approved by the Committee:

Netherlands 269,732.44   

Sweden 30,041.00     299,773.44    

France 109,529.03   

Lithuania 5,320.00      

Monaco 21,994.26    

Slovenia 5,274.26      

United Kingdom 95,995.00     238,112.55    

TOTAL 537,958.99    

Financial Report issued by the Grants Management Section, Bureau of Strategic Planning.

Funds received for enhancing the human capacities of the Secretariat:
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2024 TO 31 DECEMBER 2025



(EXPRESSED IN US DOLLARS)
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Project Title

Governing Body 

Decision

Starting Date

Approved 

budget by 

project

Revised 

budget* 

Up to year-end 

2023

2024-2025 TOTAL

Unspent Budget 

31 Dec 2025 - 

based on revised 

budget

1. Strengthening capacities to safeguard intangible cultural 

heritage using multi-modal approaches and contribute to 

sustainable development

1,572,533            1,504,462         1,246,617             193,201                1,439,818                64,644          

Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia

7.COM 19         

11.COM 6

March 2013 705,581               639,736            640,118                (382)                     639,736                   -                    

Strengthening capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in 

disasters

12.COM 6 January 2021 100,000               100,000            94,208                  5,791                    99,999                     1                   

Practical handbook on periodic reporting with a self-learning tool on the 

Overall results framework for the implementation of the Convention for 

the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

12.COM 6 December 2021 90,000                 90,000              24,782                  47,000                  71,782                     18,218          

Support of the development and implementation of capacity building 

activities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in conflict-related 

situations, including situations of forced displacement

12.COM 6 June 2021 100,000               100,000            69,840                  26,194                  96,034                     3,966            

Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and 

contributing to sustainable development

12.COM 6 May 2021 271,445               271,445            248,140                22,780                  270,920                   525               

Strengthening capacities at the national and local levels for the 

safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in Dominica

12.COM 6 May 2021 65,000                 65,000              50,574                  (13,910)                36,664                     28,336          

Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in Kenya 12.COM 6 December 2021 84,460                 84,460              51,499                  31,906                  83,405                     1,055            

Strengthening capacities at the national and local levels for the 

safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in the United Republic of 

Tanzania and contributing to sustainable development

12.COM 6 March 2022 81,271                 79,045              22,210                  56,835                  79,045                     -                    

Strengthening capacities for preparing nomination files for the Lists of 

the 2003 Convention in Small Island and Developing States (SIDS) in 

Latin America and the Caribbean

16.COM 12 July 2023 74,776                 74,776              45,246                  16,987                  62,233                     12,543          

2. Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in formal and non-

formal education

373,348               372,345            271,877                17,422                  289,299                   83,046          

Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage through formal and non-formal 

education in Latin America and the Caribbean

12.COM 6 November 2020 111,111               110,108            109,692                416                       110,108                   -                    

Living Heritage and The Sustainable Development Goals: 

Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage through formal and non-formal 

education in the Asia and the Pacific Region and in Africa

12.COM 6 April 2021 180,000               180,000            162,185                9,298                    171,483                   8,517            

Integration of living heritage into education in two Small Island and 

Developing States (SIDS) in the Caribbean

16.COM 12 June 2025 82,237                 82,237              -                           7,708                    7,708                       74,529          

3. Expert meetings 267,238               267,064            263,085                3,979                    267,064                   -                    

Reflection on the listing mechanisms

12.COM 14

13.COM 6

March 2020 267,238               267,064            263,085                3,979                    267,064                   -                    

4. Support to approaches for safeguarding living heritage 299,773               299,773            -                           54,699                  54,699                     245,074        

Reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention 19.COM 12 April 2025 128,692               128,692            -                           54,699                  54,699                     73,993          

Artificial intelligence and living heritage 20.COM 13 November 2025 171,081               171,081            -                           -                           -                              171,081        

TOTAL 2,512,892            2,443,644         1,781,579             269,301                2,050,880                392,764        

* Reduced to actual expenditure for terminated projects or to actual funding received

** including net overexpenditure of USD 76,799.30  on liquidation of prior years' obligations

Funds available as at 31 December 2025 for earmarked activities

392,764              

Funding gap as at  31 December 2025 for implementing the above-listed activities

-                          

Financial Report issued by the Grants Management Section, Bureau of Strategic Planning.

UNESCO

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Total expenditures incurred under the Fund dedicated to specific activities approved by the Committee

Expenditure

(Expressed in US dollars)
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Project Title 2026 2027 Total

1. Strengthening capacities to safeguard intangible cultural heritage 

using multi-modal approaches and contribute to sustainable 

development

                  64,644                             -                    64,644 

Strengthening capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in 

disasters

                           1                            -                             1 

Practical handbook on periodic reporting with a self-learning tool on the 

Overall results framework for the implementation of the Convention for the 

Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

                  18,218                             -                    18,218 

Support of the development and implementation of capacity building activities 

for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in conflict-related situations, 

including situations of forced displacement

                    3,966                             -                      3,966 

Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and contributing 

to sustainable development

                       525                            -                         525 

Strengthening capacities at the national and local levels for the safeguarding 

of intangible cultural heritage in Dominica

                  28,336                             -                    28,336 

Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in Kenya                     1,055                             -                      1,055 

Strengthening capacities for preparing nomination files for the Lists of the 

2003 Convention in Small Island and Developing States (SIDS) in Latin 

America and the Caribbean

                  12,543                             -                    12,543 

2. Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in formal and non-formal 

education

                  58,517                    24,529                    83,046 

Living Heritage and The Sustainable Development Goals: Safeguarding 

intangible cultural heritage through formal and non-formal education in the 

Asia and the Pacific Region and in Africa

                    8,517                             -                      8,517 

Integration of living heritage into education in two Small Island and Developing 

States (SIDS) in the Caribbean

                  50,000                    24,529                    74,529 

4. Support to approaches for safeguarding living heritage                  124,034                  121,040                  245,074 

Reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention                   73,993                             -                    73,993 

Artificial intelligence and living heritage                   50,041                   121,040                  171,081 

TOTAL                  247,195                  145,569                  392,764 

UNESCO

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Earmarked Funds for dedicated activities approved by the Committee - Forecast

(Expressed in US Dollars)
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