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Item 9 of the provisional agenda:
Accreditation of non-governmental organizations to act
in an advisory capacity to the Committee
	Summary
This document presents the fifty-nine new requests from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to be accredited to perform advisory functions for the Committee as recommended by its twentieth session.
Decision required: paragraph 10


A. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124351255]Introduction
Article 9.1 of the Convention requires that the Committee propose to the General Assembly the accreditation of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) with recognized competence in the field of intangible cultural heritage to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee. The criteria for, and modalities of, such accreditation are included in Chapter III.2.2 of the Operational Directives (paragraphs 91-99). To date, the General Assembly has accredited 358 organizations.[footnoteRef:1] [1: .	To date, the General Assembly accredited 358 organizations (97 by Resolution 3.GA 7, 59 by Resolution 4.GA 6, 22 by Resolution 5.GA 6, 24 by Resolution 6.GA 8, 29 by Resolution 7.GA 11, 36 by Resolution 8.GA 13, 33 by Resolution 9.GA 7, and 58 by Resolution 10.GA 9).] 

The contribution and commitment of accredited NGOs are subject to a review by the Committee every four years following accreditation, based on the modalities and procedures determined in Chapter III.2.2 of the Operational Directives (paragraphs 92–95). As a result of such a review, the Committee may decide to maintain or terminate relations with the NGOs concerned. Following the decisions of the Committee in this regard over the past cycles[footnoteRef:2], 258 NGOs are currently accredited to perform advisory functions for the Committee. Their geographical distribution is as follows: Electoral Group I: 126[footnoteRef:3]; Electoral Group II: 27; Electoral Group III: 29; Electoral Group IV: 36; Electoral Group V(a): 25 and Electoral Group V(b): 15.  [2: .	At its tenth session in 2015, the Committee decided to continue relations with 59 NGOs and to terminate relations with 38 NGOs (Decision 10.COM 16), all accredited by the third session of the General Assembly in 2010; at its twelfth session in 2017, the Committee decided to continue relations with 42 NGOs and to terminate relations with 17 NGOs (Decision 12.COM 17), all accredited by the fourth session of the General Assembly in 2012; at its fourteenth session in 2019, the Committee decided to continue relations with 62 accredited NGOs and to terminate relations with 19 NGOs (Decision 14.COM 17), all accredited by the fifth session of the General Assembly; at its sixteenth session in 2021, the Committee decided to continue relations with 57 accredited NGOs and to terminate relations with 9 NGOs (Decision 16.COM 15), all accredited by the sixth session of the General Assembly; at its eighteenth session in 2023, the Committee decided to continue relations with 80 NGOs and to terminate relations with 11 NGOs (Decision 18.COM 16), and; at its twentieth session in 2025, the Committee decided to continue relations with 87 NGOs and to terminate relations with 6 NGOs (Decision 20.COM 16).]  [3: .	This includes two organizations which are currently based in countries belonging to Electoral Group I but whose headquarters are relocated to a different country on a rotational basis (see document LHE/25/20.COM/16 Rev.). ] 

 

A. Accreditation of NGOs recommended by the twentieth session of the Committee
At its twentieth session in 2025, the Committee examined new accreditation requests from ninety-six NGOs, and recommended that the General Assembly accredit fifty-nine of them (Decision 20.COM 16). These organizations are listed in the annex to the present document. The webpage of the Convention makes available all requests that were completed in time for the examination by the twentieth session of the Committee in the language in which they were submitted, namely Form ICH-09 filled by each organization, together with supplementary documents regarding items 8.a, 8.b, and 8.c of that form. The geographical distribution of the fifty-nine NGOs proposed for accreditation is as follows: Electoral Group I: 29; Electoral Group II: 7; Electoral Group III: 4; Electoral Group IV: 7; Electoral Group V(a): 6, and Electoral Group V(b): 6.

Requests for accreditation and renewal are reviewed by the Secretariat of the 2003 Convention against the criteria set out in the Operational Directives. The Secretariat registers the proposals in accordance with paragraph 99 of the Operational Directives, helps the organizations to provide any missing information, if necessary, and prepares recommendations to the Committee as requested in paragraph 92 of the Operational Directives. The relevant forms and corresponding working documents are made available through the webpage of the Convention at the latest four weeks before the opening of the relevant session of the Committee and thirty days before the opening of the relevant session of the General Assembly.
In line with Resolution 9.GA 7 adopted by the ninth session of the General Assembly in 2022, as initiated by the eighteenth session of the Committee (Decision 18.COM 16), the Secretariat sought cooperation from UNESCO Field Offices in the review of newly submitted accreditation requests. The list of NGO accreditation and renewal requests was made available to Field Offices, and a form was provided to collect relevant information. Four UNESCO Field Offices supported the process, by providing complementary information to the requests for new accreditation by the non-governmental organizations with which they interacted.
Furthermore, the accreditation system having been established in 2010, some accredited organizations expressed the wish to update the information provided at the time of submitting their initial accreditation to reflect the changing situation of the NGO concerned. Accordingly, the twentieth session of the Committee took note of updated administrative information by six accredited non-governmental organizations (see document LHE/25/20.COM/16 Rev.).
B. Geographical balance amongst accredited non-governmental organizations 
In conformity with the request of the ninth session of the General Assembly (Resolution 9.GA 7), the tenth session of the General Assembly, following a consultation with States Parties, the ICH NGO Forum and Category 2 Centres, adopted a plan for ensuring geographical balance amongst accredited NGOs under the 2003 Convention (Resolution 10.GA 9 Add.), to be implemented by the Secretariat, the ICH NGO Forum, Category 2 Centres and other stakeholders. 
In this regard, the ICH NGO Forum carried out activities in 2024 and 2025 specifically catered for NGOs in underrepresented regions that may benefit from the accreditation system under the 2003 Convention (Document LHE/25/20.COM/15).
· Following similar pilot activities in 2023, the Forum coordinated a series of online information sessions for prospective applicants in March 2025, just before the submission deadline for accreditation requests (30 April 2025); these sessions were organised for Eastern Europe, Latin America, Asia-Pacific, Africa, and the Arab States. The webinars covered an introduction to the accreditation system, eligibility criteria and benefits of accreditation, as well as membership in the Forum. 
· The Forum also continued the project on mapping the domains of competence of accredited NGOs. Based on the results of the initial phase in 2023-2024, visualized through the Convention’s webpage, the Forum pursued its collaboration with the Secretariat to advance the second phase of the project in 2025. Once the second phase is completed, the profiles of 160 out of the 258 currently accredited NGOs will be available online. It is expected that the mapping results will clarify in which areas expertise is concentrated and where it is lacking, thereby guiding efforts to strengthen representation from underrepresented regions. 
The number of accreditation requests steadily increases, from 46 in the 2022 cycle to 73 in the 2024 cycle and 96 in the 2026 accreditation cycle. This positive development is the result of the abovementioned awareness-raising and capacity-building efforts, combined with the increased interest witnessed around the Convention and its mechanisms. However, it should be mentioned that the interest in living heritage also attracts the attention of a new category of NGOs that seek accreditation and may not fully meet the criteria. In some cases, these entities are rather generalist organizations active in several fields of sustainable development, but at times with no or very limited specific demonstrated expertise in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. Meanwhile, although the geographical distribution among NGOs recommended for accreditation remains relatively stable this cycle in comparison to the previous one, it is important to note that the number of NGOs from Electoral Group V(a) recommended for accreditation by the present session of the General Assembly has increased: they represented 4% of the requests recommended in 2023-2024, against 10% of the requests recommended under the current cycle. 
The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:
DRAFT RESOLUTION 11.GA 9
The General Assembly,
Having examined document LHE/26/11.GA/9 and its annex,
Recalling Article 9 of the Convention and paragraphs 91 to 99 of the Operational Directives,
Further recalling Resolution 10.GA 9 Add. and Decision 20.COM 16,
Accredits the fifty-nine NGOs listed in the annex to this resolution to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee;
[bookmark: _Hlk47615881]Takes note of the actions taken to improve the geographical distribution of the accredited NGOs under the 2003 Convention, encourages the Secretariat, the ICH NGO Forum, Category 2 Centres and other stakeholders to pursue their efforts, and reiterates its invitation to States Parties from under-represented Electoral Groups to encourage NGOs operating within their territories and meeting the criteria for accreditation to submit requests for accreditation at the earliest opportunity;
Reminds the NGOs accredited in 2010, 2014, 2018 and 2022 that they are to submit their quadrennial report to the Secretariat before the deadline of 15 February 2027 so that the twenty-second session of the Committee can review the contributions and commitment of each advisory organization.

Annex: Fifty-nine non-governmental organizations recommended for accreditation by the twentieth session of the Committee
	Organization name
	Country of registered office
	Application number

	94GREEN Foundation
	Suriname
	NGO-90665

	"Umrboqiy meros" O'zbekiston madaniyati va san’ati targï bot Markazi
	Uzbekistan
	NGO-90616

	Akademsko društvo za negovanje muzike "Gusle" Kikinda - ADZNM "Gusle" Kikinda
Academic Society for music cherishing "Gusle" Kikinda
	Serbia
	NGO-90668

	Associação Portuguesa para a Salvaguarda do Património Cultural Imaterial
Portuguese Association for the Safeguard of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Portugal
	NGO-90686

	Association Culturelle de Wilaya "Biskra Takraa"
	Algeria
	NGO-90688

	Association El Mouahidia de sauvegarde du patrimoine historique, culturel et touristique. Nédroma Wilaya de Tlemcen – Algérie
	Algeria
	NGO-90620

	Association for the Protection of Gastronomic Heritage
	Spain
	NGO-90615

	Association imekres pour le patrimoine et le folklore
	Algeria
	NGO-90619

	Association Métis
	France
	NGO-90679

	Association Nationale du Patrimoine Tourath Djazairna
	Algeria
	NGO-90628

	Association Les Savoir-faire du Cognac - ASFC 
Cognac Heritage and Know-How Association
	France
	NGO-90635

	Associazione Polo Poschiavo	
	Switzerland
	NGO-90631

	Babatunde Development And Empowerment Initiative - BDEI
	Nigeria
	NGO-90608

	Cenan Eğitim, Kültür ve Sağlık Vakfı 
Cenan Foundation for Education, Culture and Health
	Türkiye
	NGO-90653

	Centre régional d’études des populations alpines - CREPA
	Switzerland
	NGO-90618

	Centrum voor Muziek- en Podiumerfgoed – CEMPER
Centre for Music and Performing Arts Heritage – CEMPER
	Belgium
	NGO-90613

	Clean Climate And Environment Campaign Initiative - CCAECI
	Nigeria
	NGO-90599

	Cultural Association Baizara
	Spain
	NGO-90657

	Doğu Kültür ve Sanat Merkezi Derneği - DKSM 
Eastern Culture and Art Center Association - DKSM
	Türkiye
	NGO-90661

	Dünya Etnospor Konfederasyonu - DEK 
World Ethnosport Confederation - WEC
	Türkiye
	NGO-90659

	Folkdansringen Dalarna - Polskmärkesuppdansningen 
Folk dance society in Dalarna County - The Polska Medal & Reward
	Sweden
	NGO-90633

	Folklor Kurumu Derneği 
Folklore Institution Association
	Türkiye
	NGO-90643

	Groupe d'Etudes sur l'Histoire des Mathématiques à Béjaïa - GEHIMAB
	Algeria
	NGO-90621

	Histories vzw
	Belgium
	NGO-90634

	Hrvatsko kulturno-umjetničko društvo "Rodoč" 
Croatian Cultural and Artistic Society - HKUD "Rodoč"
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	NGO-90638

	Intangible Heritage Association
	Saudi Arabia
	NGO-90610

	İstanbul Kültürlerarası Sanat Diyalogları Derneği - IKASD 
Istanbul Intercultural Art Dialogues Association - IKASD
	Türkiye
	NGO-90641

	Itinérance Méditerranée
	France
	NGO-90650

	KADAM
	India
	NGO-90602

	Karagöz Derneği
Karagöz Association
	Türkiye
	NGO-90677

	Kattaikkuttu Sangam
	India
	NGO-90612

	Kgosi Sechele I Museum Trust
	Botswana
	NGO-90647

	Les Gardiens du Patrimoine Culturel de Domoni - GPCD
	Comoros
	NGO-90676

	Lietuvos antropologų asociacija - LAA 
Lithuanian Anthropological Association - LAA
	Lithuania
	NGO-90655

	Memoar
	Norway
	NGO-90652

	Mim Sanat Derneği 
Mim Art Association
	Türkiye
	NGO-90654

	National Association of Garinagu Teachers - Garinagu Dundei
	Guatemala
	NGO-90603

	Norsk folkedraktforum
Forum for National Costumes in Norway
	Norway
	NGO-90598

	ONG Génération Ekang - GEK
	Gabon
	NGO-90649

	Persatuan Penggiat Seni Dan Kebudayaan Malaysia Kuching
Malaysia Arts And Cultural Practitioners Association Kuching – MACPA
	Malaysia
	NGO-90669

	Persatuan Peranakan Baba Nyonya Malaysia 
Baba Nyonya Association of Malaysia
	Malaysia
	NGO-90651

	Pinelands Creative Workshop - PCW
	Barbados
	NGO-90607

	Poetawango Spoken Word Poetry
	Botswana
	NGO-90646

	Proyecto Impacto Consultores
	Mexico
	NGO-90663

	Sevenadurioù Breizh 
Bretagne Culture Diversité - BCD
	France
	NGO-90614

	Slow Food Bergen
	Norway
	NGO-90660

	Stichting Caravane Earth
	Netherlands (Kingdom of the)
	NGO-90601

	Stiftelsen Länsmuseet Västernorrland
Västernorrland County Museum Foundation
	Sweden
	NGO-90626

	Sylvia Lanka Foundation - SLF
	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
	NGO-90605

	Théâtre des Arts Vivants - TAV 
Living Arts Theatre
	France
	NGO-90680

	Trung tâm Nghiên cứu và Phát huy giá trị di sản văn hóa 
Center for Research and Promotion of Cultural Heritage - CCH
	Viet Nam
	NGO-90666

	Udruženje za istraživanje, očuvanje i prezentaciju tradicije i kulturne baštine naroda i nacionalnih manjina
Association for research, preservation and presentation of the tradition and cultural heritage of the people and national minorities
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	NGO-90636

	UNIMA Türkiye Millî Merkezi 
UNIMA Türkiye National Center
	Türkiye
	NGO-90673

	World Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection and Development Foundation, Inc. - WICHPDF
	United States of America
	NGO-90685

	Yolda Derneği
Yolda Association		
	Türkiye
	NGO-90622

	АЛЄМ 
ALEM
	Ukraine
	NGO-90609

	Մշակույթը հանուն կայուն զարգացման 
Culture for Sustainable Development
	Armenia
	NGO-90632

	राजस्थान समग्र कल्याण संस्थान 
Rajasthan Samgrah Kalyan Sansthan - RSKS India
	India
	NGO-90625

	میراث داران فرهنگ هرمزگان 
Hormozgan Cultural Heritage Custodians Association - HCHCA
	Iran (Islamic Republic of)
	NGO-90644



Figure 2. Geographical distribution of NGOs recommended for accreditation by 11.GA in 2026
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