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	Summary
The present session of the General Assembly is requested to approve the proposed revisions to the Operational Directives in order to allocate an extended timeline for the treatment of nomination files, as well as to support the move towards a single global submission system of periodic reports.
Decision required: paragraph 24


A. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124351255]Introduction
The present session of the General Assembly is invited to approve the revisions to the Operational Directives for the implementation of the 2003 Convention recommended for approval by the Intergovernmental Committee at its twentieth session, with a view to further strengthening the procedures associated with the two following international cooperation mechanisms of the Convention, notably the treatment of nomination files for the listing mechanisms of the Convention, as well as the move towards a single global submission system of periodic reporting.
A. Treatment of nomination files for the listing mechanisms of the Convention
Sub-chapter I.15 of the Operational Directives contains the provisions related to the procedures associated with the treatment of files for the listing mechanisms of the Convention, which is divided in three phases: Preparation and submission (paragraph 54), Evaluation (paragraph 55) and Examination (paragraph 56). Paragraph 54 of the Operational Directives foresees that, following the submission of nominations, proposals and requests by the 31 March statutory deadline, the Secretariat will process ‘the files, including registration and acknowledgement of receipt. If a file is found incomplete, the State Party is invited to complete the file’. The State Party is then given three months to submit to the Secretariat ‘missing information required to complete the files, if any’. This part of the process is considered as the ‘technical completeness check’ phase.
Following the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the Convention (2018–2022), several procedures and forms for the submission of nominations were simplified. Similarly, the related technical requirements were adjusted accordingly to reflect both these streamlined procedures and the diversity of materials to be considered, including the introduction of optional materials and audiovisual files submitted by States and communities. While the technical completeness check has increasingly ensured over the years that nomination files comply with the necessary technical requirements, it has also provided States with an opportunity to improve the quality of their nominations. The process has thereby facilitated their assessment by the Evaluation Body and their examination by the Committee, while ensuring the appropriate visibility and presentation of the elements to the public.
Due to the observed high volume of nominations submitted in the framework of the 2024 and 2025 nomination cycles, when the outcomes of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms took full effect, as well as the increasing technical requirements and the corresponding elements to be reviewed throughout the technical completeness check, the twentieth session of the Committee recommended that the General Assembly revise the Operational Directives (Decision 20.COM 8 and document LHE/25/20.COM/8) to enable the allocation of additional time for the technical completeness check of nomination files, taking into account the multiple aspects involved in the process, the growing number of nominations benefiting from it, and its importance for the subsequent evaluation phase.
Scope of the technical completeness check
Beyond the identification of missing documents and materials in nomination files, the completeness check consists in ensuring that a file complies with the technical requirements, with the overarching objective of facilitating its assessment by the Evaluation Body and examination by the Committee, while ensuring that the evaluation is carried out on a transparent and equitable basis. In addition, this process allows elements to be given adequate visibility and presentation to the public, through associated nomination materials published on the Convention’s website during the nomination process and after inscription.
The range of issues addressed through the technical completeness check is broad, from the presence of replies in the nomination Forms ICH-0x in respect of the word limits, the submission of the specified number of photos and videos with subtitles in an adequate format and duration, to the presentation of consent documents or of an inventory extract in the original language and in English or French, among others. The technical requirements and therefore the aspects to be checked have increased following the global reflection on the listing mechanisms, notably with the introduction of optional materials, the increase in audiovisual files and the specific documentation for extension and transfer requests. It should be underlined that at that stage, no check is made on the content of the nomination materials submitted but only on whether they meet the technical requirements.
Over the years, the practice has evolved and the approach has become more flexible, in particular as it became a necessity for States with files coming out of the ‘backlog’ after several years to be able to submit up-to-date documentation. This process allowed submitting States to take the opportunity of the technical completeness check to effectively revise the nomination file by providing additional updated information beyond what is indicated as missing information in the Secretariat’s requests for additional information. A large majority of the submitting States currently take the opportunity to complete and revise their files during this phase. Additional information often includes, inter alia, a clarification about the submission of optional materials, and additional consent documents, updated inventory extracts, and further information that the communities wish to convey in light of changing local contexts. In multinational nominations, these issues can concern one or more submitting States.
Despite representing a heavier workload for the Secretariat, this flexible approach was given to submitting States in the interest of States and communities so as to provide an opportunity to improve the quality of nomination files, while keeping with the principle of transparency by publishing the different versions of the nomination documents on the Convention’s website with their date of submission. Furthermore, nomination documents could not be modified at the initiative of the submitting States after nominations were transmitted to the Evaluation Body.
While the strengthened capacities of States and communities and the introduction of the dialogue process can largely explain the success of nominations in recent years, it could be considered that the flexible approach in the ‘technical completeness check’ phase also contributed to supporting this positive trend, with a higher rate of positive recommendations from the Evaluation Body (between 98% and 100% between 2023 and 2025) and an improved geographical balance of nominations examined in the 2023, 2024 and 2025 cycles (Group I: 12%, Group II: 13%, Group III: 15%, Group IV: 22%, Group V(a): 14%, Group V(b): 16% and files involving multiple Groups: 8%, out of 190 files from 134 States).
Having taken note of the above-mentioned issues brought forward, the twentieth session of the Committee (Decision 20.COM 8) appreciated the positive effects of the current flexible approach to support the efforts from States, confirming that the provisions in paragraph 54, in particular for the deadline of 30 September Year 1, allow the submission of revised nomination materials as part of the technical completeness check (rather than a ‘strict’ approach to technical completeness check that would prevent submitting States from altering the nomination beyond what the Secretariat indicated as missing). However, the Committee called upon States Parties to refrain from undertaking substantial changes through the technical completeness check process, and at the same time, requested the Secretariat to explore ways to provide information to the Evaluation Body and the Committee on changes made during the technical completeness check process. For the 2026 cycle, the publication dates of the nomination materials made available through the dedicated webpage reflect the changes made during the technical completeness check process. At the time of writing, the Secretariat is exploring options for a clearer way to visualise such changes in response to the Committee’s request in the context of the 2027 cycle of nominations.
Timetable for the treatment of nominations
The 2024 and 2025 cycles are the first nomination cycles in which the outcomes of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the Convention (2018–2022) have taken full effect. While a more detailed report will be presented to the next session of the Committee in 2026 in response to Decision 19.COM 15, it can already be observed that the number of files treated has substantially increased (140 files in total over both cycles against 121 files in the 2022 and 2023 cycles combined), taking into account the annual ceiling of sixty files and the different categories of files that are to be treated outside the annual ceiling since the 2024 cycle (Decisions 17.COM 15 and 19.COM 15). This rise impacts the workload of the Committee, the Evaluation Body and the Secretariat, and may be the subject of discussions at the twenty-first session of the Committee.
Following the global reflection on the listing mechanisms, several procedures and forms were simplified for the submission of nominations, with technical requirements adjusted to these simplified procedures as well as to a diversity of nomination materials to be considered, in particular for the transfer of elements from one list to the other and nominations on an extended basis. Under the 2024 and 2025 cycles, 106 of the 140 files initially treated benefitted from a request for additional information based on the technical completeness check and using the abovementioned flexible approach.
Considering the multiple aspects to be addressed through the technical completeness check, the large volume of nominations that benefit from this process and its importance for the evaluation phase, it can be considered desirable to allocate more time for the completeness check to be operated. In light of these aspects, it is proposed to allow additional time for the technical completeness check phase, which deadline could be extended to 31 August Year 1 (instead of 30 June). In turn, submitting States would be given three months, as is the case presently, to submit information, at the latest by 30 November Year 1 (instead of 30 September). Practically speaking, the deadlines would be adjusted to give an equal length of time (three months) to complete their nomination in the eventuality that requests for additional information are issued before 31 August.
The extended timeline is further justified in relation to the new procedure for transfer requests for which amendments to the Operational Directives are proposed below. It is to be understood that the transfer requests received by the deadline of 30 June will be part of the cycle of nominations received by the deadline of 31 March in the same year. The technical completeness check for the transfer requests will be processed by the extended deadline of 31 August, for submitting States to complete the requested information by the extended deadline of 30 November.
In addition to the revisions described above, an additional revision is proposed to reflect that the individual evaluation of files is undertaken by the Evaluation Body from December Year 1 to June Year 2.
B. Single global submission system of periodic reporting
The periodic reporting mechanism of the 2003 Convention was reformed in 2017 to enhance its quality, usefulness and timeliness, as well as to address the low submission rate observed up to that point (Decision 12.COM 10). The reporting form was aligned with the Convention’s Overall Results Framework in order to ensure that the process is consistent with the overarching goals of the Convention and to allow for more effective monitoring to achieve these goals (Resolution 7.GA 9). Further adjustments were made in 2018 to allow the reporting to take place on a regional basis every six years (Decision 13.COM 8) and in 2019 to launch the first regional cycle of reporting (Decision 14.COM 8). Between 2020 and 2025 all regions underwent the exercise, which led to significantly improved submission rates across regions[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  	Latin America and the Caribbean (2021 cycle): 87.5%, Europe (2022 cycle): 100%, Arab States (2023 cycle): 100%, Africa (2024 cycle): 100% and Asia and the Pacific (2025 cycle): 90.4% - see document LHE/25/20.COM/6.c. ] 

At the same time, the MONDIACULT 2022 Declaration, adopted at the UNESCO World Conference on Cultural Policies and Sustainable Development - MONDIACULT 2022, called on UNESCO to produce a Global Report on Cultural Policies every four years, building on information, data, and indicators provided by its Member States. The first edition of this Global Report was published in 2025, and the second edition is scheduled for 2029, with subsequent editions on a quadrennial basis. While the periodic reporting mechanisms of each Culture Convention and Recommendation remain the primary source of information for the Global Report, its preparation requires adaptations in how periodic reports are submitted, analysed and visualized to provide a comprehensive overview of the contribution of culture to sustainable development across all regions and cultural domains.
In response, the nineteenth session of the Committee in 2024 adopted a roadmap towards a single global submission system of reporting (Decision 19.COM 6.c). As far as the 2003 Convention is concerned, this move would entail the following:
· Reporting calendars: the calendars of the three periodic reporting mechanisms of the Convention, currently reported on different schedules, will be aligned to a single submission date occurring every four years. This would mean that all States Parties shall report simultaneously on: (a) the implementation of the Convention and the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List; and (b) the current status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (hereinafter ‘the Urgent Safeguarding List’). Moreover, (c) States non party to the Convention[footnoteRef:2] shall report on elements inscribed on the Representative List. [2:  	At present, this concerns only one State, the Russian Federation, which so far has been reporting on a six-year cycle based on the year of incorporation of its two Masterpieces into the Representative List (2008). Therefore, the two reports expected by 15 December 2026 are to be submitted by 30 June 2027, instead.] 

· Reporting forms: the reporting forms (Form ICH-10 and Form ICH-11) will be simplified to alleviate the burden on Member States. The simplification needs to be undertaken in a careful balance between structural reduction and the preservation of analytical integrity. The objective is to significantly reduce the number of questions, aiming for a substantial decrease through the deletion, merging, rephrasing, and regrouping of items, while maintaining clear alignment with the Overall Results Framework.
· Capacity-building approach: a careful planning of a capacity-building approach is needed, considering the financial and human resources required in light of the new reporting calendar, while keeping the regional approach and the emphasis on peer learning. In this framework, capacity-building activities could benefit from strengthened cooperation and collaboration with category 2 centres, which have played a pivotal role in organizing and hosting training activities during the first regional reporting cycle and have expressed readiness for a broader involvement under the single global submission system.
When moving to the new system, requests to transfer elements from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List may also be submitted by the single submission date of 30 June 2027, and subsequently on a four-year cycle. It is to be noted that the process to transfer an element from the Representative List to the Urgent Safeguarding List is not expected to be impacted by the move to the new reporting system.
The Committee will continue to examine periodic reports on the implementation of the Convention submitted by States Parties (in compliance with Article 29 of the Convention) and on the status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List. Similarly, periodic reports will continue to be submitted by the Committee to the General Assembly and also brought to the attention of the General Conference of UNESCO (in compliance with Article 30 of the Convention).
The twentieth session of the Committee endorsed this proposed way forward and recommended that the General Assembly revise the Operational Directives to support this move (Decision 20.COM 6.c). Once the proposed amendments are approved, it is to be understood that the submission of periodic reports under the three reporting mechanisms will be suspended for the deadline of 15 December 2026, including for overdue reports.
As part of the reflection year scheduled at the end of the first regional cycle of reporting, different aspects of the move towards the single global submission system were extensively discussed by the Convention’s stakeholders. The reflection notably concerned timelines, simplification of reporting forms and the capacity-building approach. The process involved a series of five regional consultations that took place in April and May 2025 as well as the global reflection meeting on the periodic reporting mechanisms of the 2003 Convention organised online from 28 to 30 April 2026.
***
The above-mentioned revisions to the Operational Directives are presented in the annex for the attention of the present session of the General Assembly.
· The texts highlighted in green pertain to the revisions recommended by the twentieth session of the Committee (Decision 20.COM 8) concerning the treatment of files to the listing mechanisms of the Convention.
· The texts highlighted in blue pertain to the revisions recommended by the twentieth session of the Committee (Decision 20.COM 6.c) to support the move towards the single global submission system of periodic reporting.
The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:
DRAFT RESOLUTION 11.GA 7
The General Assembly,
Having examined document LHE/26/11.GA/7 and its annex,
Recalling Decisions 20.COM 6.c and 20.COM 8,
Treatment of nomination files for the listing mechanisms of the Convention
Takes note of the proposed revisions to the Operational Directives endorsed by the twentieth session of the Committee concerning the treatment of nomination files to the listing mechanisms of the Convention;
Appreciates the positive effects of the current approach applied to the technical completeness check phase of the treatment of nominations, to support the efforts from States and communities, while, at the same time, calls upon States Parties to refrain from undertaking substantial changes through this phase;
Approves the revisions to the Operational Directives as contained in the annex of the present Resolution (concerning the treatment of nomination files for the listing mechanisms of the Convention), and understands that the revised timetable contained thereof will be implemented from the 2027 nomination cycle onwards;
Single global submission system of periodic reporting
Further takes note of the proposed revisions to the Operational Directives endorsed by the twentieth session of the Committee concerning the move towards a single global submission system of periodic reporting;
Approves the revisions to the Operational Directives as contained in the annex of the present Resolution (required to support the move towards the single global submission system of periodic reporting).
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[bookmark: _ANNEX]ANNEX
Proposed amendments to the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention
Note: The proposed amendments to the Operational Directives highlighted in green in the right-hand column reflect the revisions endorsed by the twentieth session of the Committee (Decision 20.COM 8) concerning the treatment of files to the listing mechanisms of the Convention. Those highlighted in blue reflect the revisions endorsed by the Committee at the same session (Decision 20.COM 6.c) to support the move towards the single global submission system of periodic reporting.
	Operational Directives (2024 edition)
	Proposed amendments

	I.7
	Submission of files
	I.7
	No change

	20.2
	Form ICH-01 RL to USL is used for the transfer of an element from the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and includes an option for simultaneously requesting International Assistance.
Form ICH-02 USL to RL, attached to the periodic reporting Form ICH-11, is used for the transfer of an element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
	20.2
	No change

	I.15
	Timetable – Overview of procedures
	I.15
	No change

	54.
		Phase 1:
	Preparation and submission 

	31 March
Year 0
	Deadline for preparatory assistance requests.

	15 December
Year 0
	Deadline for submission of transfer requests from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.



	54.
		Phase 1:
	No change

	31 March
Year 0
	No change

	15 December
Year 0
	Deadline for submission of transfer requests from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.




	
		31 March
Year 1
	Deadline by which nominations for the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (including those submitted simultaneously with International Assistance requests) and the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, as well as proposals for programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention must be received by the Secretariat. Files received after this date will be examined in the next cycle. The Secretariat posts on the website of the Convention, in their original language, files as received.

	



	





	30 June
Year 1
	Deadline by which the Secretariat will have processed the files, including registration and acknowledgement of receipt. If a file is found incomplete, the State Party is invited to complete the file.

	30 September
Year 1
	Deadline by which missing information required to complete the files, if any, shall be submitted by the State Party to the Secretariat. Files that remain incomplete are returned to the States Parties that may complete them for a subsequent cycle. As files revised by submitting States reach the Secretariat following its requests for additional information, they are posted online and replace the original files received. Their translations into English or French are also posted online as they become available.


	31 January
Year 2
	Deadline by which transfer requests from the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding must be received by the Secretariat. The Secretariat registers the requests. The requests are transmitted to the Evaluation Body on the same year of their submission, without checking whether a file is complete.



	
		31 March
Year 1
	No change












	30 June
Year 1


	Deadline for submission of transfer requests from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

	30 June
31 August
Year 1
	Deadline by which the Secretariat will have processed the files, including registration and acknowledgement of receipt. If a file is found incomplete, the State Party is invited to complete the file.

	30 September
30 November
Year 1
	Deadline by which missing information required to complete the files, if any, shall be submitted by the State Party to the Secretariat. Files that remain incomplete are returned to the States Parties that may complete them for a subsequent cycle. As files revised by submitting States reach the Secretariat following its requests for additional information, they are posted online and replace the original files received. Their translations into English or French are also posted online as they become available.

	31 January
Year 2
	No change




	55.
		Phase 2:
	Evaluation

	December Year 1 to May Year 2
	Individual evaluation of the files by the Evaluation Body members.


	June 
Year 2
	Meeting at which the Evaluation Body collectively finalizes its evaluation of the files and decides which files will be included in the dialogue process. Only the evaluation of those files included in the dialogue process will still be pending until the final meeting of the Evaluation Body.
The dialogue process is initiated when the Evaluation Body considers that a short question and answer process with the submitting State(s), conducted in writing through the Secretariat, could influence the result of its evaluation.

	Two weeks after the June meeting
Year 2
	Deadline by which the Evaluation Body shall transmit, through the Secretariat, its questions to the States Parties concerned by the dialogue process, in one of the two working languages of the Convention.
States Parties shall respond to the requests of the Evaluation Body, through the Secretariat, within four weeks following the receipt of the letter, in the two working languages of the Convention.

	Latest by September Year 2
	Meeting at which the Evaluation Body finalizes its evaluation of the files concerned by the dialogue process and its report on the evaluation of all files.

	Four weeks prior to the session of the Committee
	The Secretariat transmits the evaluation reports to the members of the Committee and makes them available online for consultation.



	55.
		Phase 2:
	No change

	December Year 1 to May June Year 2
	Individual evaluation of the files by the Evaluation Body members.

	June 
Year 2
	No change









	Two weeks after the June meeting
Year 2
	No change







	Latest by September Year 2
	No change

	Four weeks prior to the session of the Committee
	No change





	56.
		Phase 3:
	Examination

	November
Year 2
	The Committee examines the nominations, proposals and requests and makes its decisions.



	56.
		Phase 3:
	No change

	November
Year 2
	No change




	V.1
	Reports by States Parties on the implementation of the Convention
	V.1
	No change

	151.
	Each State Party to the Convention periodically submits to the Committee reports on the legislative, regulatory and other measures taken for the implementation of the Convention. States Parties are encouraged to complement the data gathered on the implementation of the Convention with information provided by relevant non-governmental organizations.
	151.
	No change

	152.
	States Parties submit their periodic reports to the Committee by 15 December every six years on the basis of a rotation region by region. The order of such rotation is established by the Committee at the beginning of the six-year periodic reporting cycle. States Parties use the periodic reporting process to enhance the monitoring measures, as well as active regional exchange and cooperation to ensure efficient safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage. Form ICH-10 is used for such reports; it may be completed online by each State Party (https://ich.unesco.org), and is revised at appropriate intervals by the Secretariat.
	152.
	States Parties submit their periodic reports to the Committee by 15 December every six years on the basis of a rotation region by region 30 June every four years on the basis of a calendar established by the Committee. The order of such rotation is established by the Committee at the beginning of the six-year periodic reporting cycle. States Parties use the periodic reporting process to enhance the monitoring measures, as well as active regional exchange and cooperation to ensure efficient safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage. Form ICH-10 is used for such reports; it may be completed online by each State Party (https://ich.unesco.org), and is revised at appropriate intervals by the Secretariat.

	153.
	The State Party reports on the legislative, regulatory and other measures taken for implementation of the Convention at the national level, including:
(a) drawing up of inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory, as described in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention;
(b) other safeguarding measures as referred to in Articles 11 and 13 of the Convention, including:
adopting a general policy aimed at promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society and integrating its safeguarding into planning programmes;
fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;
facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.
	153.
	No change

	154.
	The State Party reports on the legislative, regulatory and other measures taken at the national level to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, as described in Article 13 of the Convention, including:
(a) designating or establishing one or more competent bodies for safeguarding its intangible cultural heritage;
(b) strengthening institutions for training in intangible cultural heritage management and transmission of this heritage;
(c) establishing documentation institutions for intangible cultural heritage and, to the extent possible, facilitating access to them.
	154.
	No change

	155.
	The State Party reports on the legislative, regulatory and other measures taken at the national level to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 of the Convention:
(a) educational, awareness-raising and information programmes;
(b) educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;
(c) capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;
(d) non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;
(e) education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory.
	155.
	No change

	156.
	The State Party reports on the measures taken by it at the bilateral, subregional, regional and international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including measures of international cooperation such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 of the Convention.
	156.
	No change

	157.
	The State Party reports on the current status of all elements of intangible cultural heritage present in its territory that have been inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The State Party shall pay special attention to the role of gender and shall endeavour to ensure the widest possible participation of the communities, groups, and, where applicable, individuals concerned as well as relevant non-governmental organizations during the process of preparation of such reports, which shall address, for each element concerned:
(a) the element’s social and cultural functions;
(b) an assessment of its viability and the current risks it faces, if any;
(c) its contribution to the goals of the List;
(d) the efforts to promote or reinforce the element, particularly the implementation of any measures that might have been necessary as a consequence of its inscription;
(e) the participation of communities, groups and individuals as well as relevant non-governmental organizations in safeguarding the element and their continued commitment to its further safeguarding.
	157.
	No change

	158.
	The State Party reports on the institutional context for the element inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, including:
(a) the competent body(ies) involved in its management and/or safeguarding;
(b) the organization(s) of the community or group concerned with the element and its safeguarding.
	158.
	No change

	159.
	States Parties shall respond, in a timely manner, to specific requests addressed to them by the Committee for additional information, if needed and independently of the regional cycle set out by the Committee, in compliance with paragraph 152 above.
	159.
	States Parties shall respond, in a timely manner, to specific requests addressed to them by the Committee for additional information, if needed and independently of the regional cycle regular reporting cycle set out by the Committee, in compliance with paragraph 152 above.

	V.2
	Reports by States Parties on elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
	V.2
	No change

	160.
	Each State Party shall submit to the Committee reports on the status of elements of intangible cultural heritage present in its territory that have been inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding at its request or, in cases of extreme urgency, after consultation with it. The State Party shall endeavour to involve as broadly as possible the communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals concerned as well as relevant non-governmental organizations during the process of preparation of such reports.
	160.
	No change

	161.
	Such reports shall normally be submitted to the Committee by 15 December of the fourth year following the year in which the element was inscribed, and every fourth year thereafter. Form ICH-11 is used for such reports; it may be completed online by each State Party (https://ich.unesco.org), and is revised at appropriate intervals by the Secretariat. At the time of inscription, the Committee may establish a specific timetable for reporting on a case-by-case basis, which will take precedence over the normal four-year cycle.
	161.
	Such reports shall normally be submitted to the Committee by 15 December of the fourth year following the year in which the element was inscribed, and every fourth year thereafter 30 June every four years on the basis of a calendar established by the Committee. Form ICH-11 is used for such reports; it may be completed online by each State Party (https://ich.unesco.org), and is revised at appropriate intervals by the Secretariat. At the time of inscription, the Committee may establish a specific timetable for reporting on a case-by-case basis, which will take precedence over the normal four-year cycle.

	162.
	The State Party shall pay special attention to the role of gender and shall report on the current status of the element, including:
(a) its social and cultural functions;
(b) an assessment of its viability and the current risks it faces;
(c) the impacts of the efforts to safeguard the element, particularly the implementation of the safeguarding plan that was submitted at the time of nomination;
(d) an update of the safeguarding plan included in the nomination file or in the previous report;
(e) the participation of communities, groups and individuals as well as relevant non-governmental organizations in safeguarding the element and their continued commitment to its further safeguarding.
	162.
	No change

	163.
	The State Party shall report on the institutional context for safeguarding the element inscribed on the List, including:
(a) the competent body(ies) involved in its safeguarding;
(b) the organization(s) of the community or group concerned with the element and its safeguarding.
	163.
	No change

	164.
	States Parties shall respond, in a timely manner, to specific requests addressed to them by the Committee for additional information, if needed between the deadlines set out in paragraph 161 above.
	164.
	No change

	V.3
	Receipt and processing of reports
	V.3
	No change

	165.
	Upon receipt of reports from States Parties, the Secretariat shall register them and acknowledge receipt. If a report is incomplete, the State Party will be advised how to complete it.
	165.
	No change

	[bookmark: _Hlk208236816]166.
	The Secretariat transmits to the Committee an overview of all reports received in compliance with paragraph 152 four weeks prior to its session. The overview is also made available online for public consultation, together with the reports received in compliance with paragraphs 152 and 161, in the language in which they were submitted by the States Parties, unless the Committee decides otherwise in exceptional cases.
	166.
	The Secretariat transmits to the Committee an overview of all reports received in compliance with paragraph paragraphs 152 and 161 four weeks prior to its session, in line with a calendar established by the Committee. The overview is also made available online for public consultation, together with the reports received in compliance with paragraphs 152 and 161, in the language in which they were submitted by the States Parties, unless the Committee decides otherwise in exceptional cases.

	167.
	Deleted.
	167.
	No change

	V.4
	Reports by States non party to the Convention on elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
	V.4
	No change

	168.
	Paragraphs 157–159 and 165–166 of these directives shall apply fully to States non party to the Convention that have in their territories items proclaimed as Masterpieces incorporated on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and that have consented to accept the rights and obligations attendant thereon.
	168.
	No change

	169.
	Such reports shall be submitted to the Committee by States non party by 15 December 2014, and every sixth year thereafter. Form ICH-10 is used for such reports; it may be completed online by each State concerned (https://ich.unesco.org), and is revised at appropriate intervals by the Secretariat.
	169.
	Such reports shall be submitted to the Committee by States non party by 15 December 2014, and every sixth year thereafter 30 June every four years on the basis of a calendar established by the Committee. Form ICH-10 is used for such reports; it may be completed online by each State concerned (https://ich.unesco.org), and is revised at appropriate intervals by the Secretariat.
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