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Item 5 of the provisional agenda:
Report by the Committee to the General Assembly (January 2024 to December 2025)
	Summary
Article 30.1 of the 2003 Convention states that ‘on the basis of its activities and the reports by States Parties [...] the Committee shall submit a report to the General Assembly at each of its sessions’. This document contains a report on the Committee’s activities from January 2024 to December 2025, including a review of the reports by States Parties adopted at the Committee’s nineteenth and twentieth sessions.
Decision required: paragraph 4


A. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124351255]Background
Article 30.1 of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage states that ‘on the basis of its activities and the reports by States Parties [...] the Committee shall submit a report to the General Assembly at each of its sessions’. Article 30.2 adds that ‘[t]he report shall be brought to the attention of the General Conference of UNESCO’. The period covered by this report (see annex) is January 2024 to December 2025.
This reporting period follows Resolution 6.GA 5, whereby the General Assembly requested in 2016 that the Committee use a biennium calendar year for future reports. In this regard, the report also contains a review of national reports submitted by States Parties, in the sense of Article 29 of the Convention, which were adopted by the Committee during its nineteenth and twentieth sessions.
This report should be read in conjunction with the report by the Secretariat on its activities (document LHE/26/11.GA/6) and the report on the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund (document LHE/26/11.GA/INF.8).
The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:
DRAFT RESOLUTION 11.GA 5
The General Assembly,
Having examined document LHE/26/11.GA/5 and its annex,
Recalling Article 30 of the Convention and Resolution 6.GA 5,
Welcomes Libya, Sierra Leone, South Africa and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which ratified the Convention during the reporting period, bringing the total number of States Parties to 185, and encourages those States which have not yet ratified to consider doing so;
Takes note of the report by the Committee to the General Assembly on its activities between January 2024 and December 2025, as annexed to this document, and thanks the Committee for its effective work;
Commends the Committee for advancing the thematic initiatives of the Convention, notably the Guidance note on climate action for living heritage (2024) and the Guidance note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts (2025), in addition to the previously established Guidance note on the economic dimensions of intangible cultural heritage safeguarding (2023), and calls for their integration into the Convention’s programmes, capacity-building interventions and other international frameworks;
Further commends the Committee for the progress it made concerning the reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18, with reference to the establishment of the online platform for sharing good safeguarding experiences to reflect aspirations, experiences and knowledge of communities across regions;
Acknowledges the positive outcomes of the two funding priorities for 2022-2025, further welcomes the Committee’s approval of the two new funding priorities for the period 2026-2029: ‘Enhancing capacity-building approaches for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage with a focus on human well-being and community empowerment’ (Funding Priority A) and ‘Refining approaches for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage’ (Funding Priority B), and invites all States Parties to provide voluntary supplementary contributions to support activities within the scope of these priorities;
Notes with satisfaction the significantly high rates of submission under the first regional cycle of periodic reporting and acknowledges the Committee’s endorsement of the move towards a single global submission system for the periodic reporting mechanisms;
Requests that the Director-General bring this report to the attention of the General Conference of UNESCO, in conformity with Article 30, paragraph 2 of the Convention.
ANNEX
Report by the Committee to the General Assembly on its activities
I. Introduction
1. The functions of the Committee are set out in the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, in particular in Article 7.
2. In 2024, the General Assembly renewed half of the Committee by electing twelve States Parties together with the ongoing members: Algeria*, Angola, Bangladesh, Barbados*, Burkina Faso, China*, Dominican Republic*, Ethiopia, France*, Germany, Haiti*, India, Malaysia, Mauritania, Nigeria*, Paraguay, Slovakia, Spain*, Ukraine*, Uganda*, United Arab Emirates*, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam and Zambia* (those indicated with an asterisk have a mandate between 2024 and 2028; the mandate for those without an asterisk is between 2022 and 2026).
3. The ordinary session of the Committee was convened twice: from 2 to 6 December 2024 (Asunción, Republic of Paraguay) for its nineteenth session (hereafter ‘19.COM’), and from 8 to 12 December 2025 (New Delhi, Republic of India) for its twentieth session (hereafter ‘20.COM’). In addition, an electronic exchange of the Members of the Committee took place from 24 to 31 January 2025. The Bureau of the 19.COM was composed of: H.E. Ms Nancy Ovelar de Gorostiaga (Paraguay) as Chairperson; Germany, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Angola and Mauritania as Vice-Chairpersons; and Ms Ľubica Voľanská (Slovakia) as Rapporteur. The Bureau of the 20.COM was composed of: H.E. Mr Vishal V. Sharma (India) as Chairperson; France, Slovakia, Barbados, Ethiopia and Mauritania as Vice-Chairpersons; and Ms Aysha Kamali (United Arab Emirates) as Rapporteur[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  	Having served the first, second, third and fourth meetings of the Bureau of that Committee, Ms Kamali was unable to travel to attend the 20.COM, and France (as Vice-Chairperson of the Committee) served as Rapporteur for that session.] 

4. The Bureau met during both sessions of the Committee from Tuesday to the last day of the session. During the reporting period, it also met seven times in presentia at UNESCO Headquarters, with the exception of the meetings on 1 December 2024 (Asunción, Republic of Paraguay) and 7 December 2025 (New Delhi, Republic of India), on 5 March 2024 (19.COM 1.BUR), 4 June 2024 (19.COM 2.BUR), 1 October 2024 (19.COM 3.BUR), 30 October 2024 (19.COM 4.BUR), 11 March 2025 (20.COM 2.BUR), 11 June 2025 (20.COM 3.BUR) and 23 October 2025 (20.COM 4.BUR). In addition, an electronic consultation was held in January 2025 (20.COM 1.BUR).
5. The Committee and its Bureau examined a total of 91 items inscribed on their agendas, which were accompanied by 80 working documents or information documents, 13 nominations for the Urgent Safeguarding List (including three nominations combined with a request for International Assistance), 111 nominations for the Representative List, four proposals for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices, five requests for the transfer of an element from one list to the other, 24 ‘stand-alone’ requests for International Assistance, 108 periodic reports submitted by States Parties, and 185 requests for accreditation or renewal from non-governmental organizations (hereafter ‘NGOs’).
II. Promoting the objectives of the Convention, encouraging and monitoring its implementation, and providing guidance on safeguarding measures and good practices (Article 7[a] and 7[b])
a) Ratification
6. Following the ratifications of Libya, Sierra Leone, South Africa and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 185 States are party to the Convention as of 31 December 2025.
b) Strengthening the capacity-building programme and integrating living heritage into development plans, policies and programmes
7. The tenth session of the General Assembly (11 to 12 June 2024, UNESCO Headquarters; hereafter ‘10.GA’) approved a plan for the use of the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund (hereafter ‘the Fund’) for the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025, which devoted 20 per cent of the budget (corresponding to US$1,637,916) to the line ‘other functions of the Committee’ (Resolution 10.GA 8). A total sum of US$851,716 (representing 52 per cent of the line ‘other functions of the Committee’) was allocated for the biennium to strengthen the capacity-building programme and the integration of intangible cultural heritage into development plans, policies and programmes.
8. Capacity building continues to be central to the mandate of the 2003 Convention as one of the two global funding priorities of the Convention for the quadrennium 2022-2025 – ‘Strengthening capacities to safeguard intangible cultural heritage using multi-modal approaches and contribute to sustainable development’ (Decision 16.COM 12). The high submission rate of periodic reports from States in the two regions that carried out the exercise during the reporting period, which reached 100 per cent for Africa in 2024 and 90 per cent for Asia and the Pacific in 2025, confirmed the effectiveness of the capacity-building approach adopted. Furthermore, the launch of the UNESCO Learning platform for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage contributed to broadening the outreach of the programme to new audiences, and bolstering networking and knowledge exchange. The 19.COM welcomed the completion of the training of new facilitators in the global network of facilitators and the reorientation of the global capacity-building programme to a fully multimodal delivery approach (Decision 19.COM 5).
9. At the same time, the integration of intangible cultural heritage into development plans, policies and programmes is key to promoting the objectives of the Convention in the context of the integration of culture in the post-2030 United Nations development framework in the sense of the 2025 MONDIACULT outcome document. In line with the second global funding priority approved by the Committee – ‘Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in formal and non-formal education’ – living heritage was integrated into international education frameworks, such as the Framework for Culture and Arts Education (2024). This process was supported by the continuous management of the Clearinghouse on living heritage and education, updated with additional projects and resources, and an online reflection meeting in 2025.
10. Progress was also made on the thematic initiatives under the 2003 Convention. Following a two-part expert meeting on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and climate change, organized respectively on 19 and 20 June 2024 (UNESCO Headquarters), and on 25 and 26 September 2024 (online), a Guidance note on climate action for living heritage, proposing a comprehensive, rights-based and people-centred approach to climate action for living heritage, was presented to the 19.COM. In addition, a two-part expert meeting on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts was held, respectively on 16 and 17 June 2025 (UNESCO Headquarters), and on 18 and 19 September 2025 (online). This meeting led to the presentation of a Guidance note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts during the 20.COM (Decision 20.COM 12), setting out a vision for the integration of intangible cultural heritage safeguarding into urban plans and for sustainable urban development. Furthermore, under the ongoing initiative of economic dimensions of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, stakeholder-tailored and sector specific guidance is being developed in the form of toolkits for heritage-sensitive planning for economic activities on the basis of the Guidance note presented to the Committee in 2023. Both the 19.COM and 20.COM took note of the progress made in all three initiatives (Decisions 19.COM 11 and 20.COM 12).
c) Facilitating the sound governance and raising awareness of the Convention
11. In the approved plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, a total sum of US$786,199 (representing 48 per cent of the line ‘other functions of the Committee’) was allocated to ensure the sound governance of the Convention and raise awareness about the Convention through outreach actions (Resolution 10.GA 8).
12. Initiated in 2023, the reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention considers how to share good safeguarding experiences more broadly and how to bring the voices of communities and their aspirations for safeguarding their living heritage to the fore. Based on the recommendations of the 2023 Open-ended intergovernmental working group presented to the 18.COM and 10.GA, the Committee took note at the 19.COM of a roadmap indicating steps towards the establishment of an online platform for sharing good safeguarding experiences (Decision 19.COM 10). Progress in the establishment of the platform, including the ‘preliminary version’ of the platform featuring a pilot group of safeguarding experiences, was presented to the 20.COM (Decision 20.COM 11).
13. The knowledge management services of the Convention were ensured to support its sound governance, while enhancing security and accessibility. This includes, among other points, the smooth running of the online periodic reporting interface, which was used by States Parties in Asia and the Pacific in 2024, as well as the development of functionalities associated with the outcomes of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the Convention. Various educational and knowledge management tools were also made available online in open access and user-friendly formats on different aspects of the implementation of the Convention, including with reference to the Overall Results Framework.
14. 	Raising awareness on the importance of intangible cultural heritage and promoting the objectives of the Convention are considered as safeguarding actions, as defined in Article 2.3 of the Convention. An important milestone was the proclamation of 17 October as the International Day of the Intangible Cultural Heritage by the General Conference of UNESCO in November 2023. During the first and second editions, held on 17 October 2024 and 17 October 2025 respectively, web-based campaigns were launched to highlight more than 200 activities (100 activities in 2024 and 134 activities in 2025) held around the world by States Parties, communities, NGOs, cultural institutions, category 2 centres, UNESCO Chairs and educational actors, in order to underscore the diversity and richness of living heritage and to raise awareness of the importance of its safeguarding.
15. 	Following the practice introduced in 2020, the 19.COM and the 20.COM examined a ‘Report of the non-governmental organizations forum’ under a stand-alone item on the agenda. Having completed the first phase of the mapping of the competencies of 60 accredited NGOs and their visualization through the webpage of the Convention (2021-2023), the ICH NGO Forum collaborated with the Secretariat to launch the second phase of this project, in line with the request of the 19.COM (Decision 19.COM 13), with the objective of presenting the profiles of an additional 100 accredited NGOs, thereby raising the visibility of NGOs and improving the possibility for exchange and knowledge-sharing.
III. Preparation of a draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund and increasing the resources of the Fund (Articles 7[c] and 7[d])
16. At its twentieth session, the Committee examined a draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund for the period 1 January 2026 to 31 December 2027 and, on a provisional basis, the first semester of 2028 (Decision 20.COM 14). In line with the approval procedure introduced by the Committee in 2019 for the ‘other functions of the Committee’ (Decision 14.COM 7), the draft plan was presented with a percentage breakdown under the budget line ‘other functions of the Committee’, in terms of the Expected Results as per the Approved Programme and Budget (C/5). This draft plan will be submitted to the 11.GA in 2026 for its approval. The largest percentage continues to be dedicated to International Assistance (see document LHE/25/20.COM/14 for the detailed plan).
17. During the reporting period, voluntary supplementary contributions of US$299,846 from the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Sweden were made to the Fund, to finance programme activities as well as specific purposes. In addition, the Sub-Fund of the Fund, devoted exclusively to enhancing the human capacities of the Secretariat, also received contributions of US$238,113 from France, Lithuania, Monaco, Slovenia, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (Document LHE/25/20.COM/INF.14). The 20.COM saw the conclusion of the two funding priorities of the Convention for the period 2022-2025. At the same time, the 20.COM opened two new funding priorities for the period 2026-2029 (Decision 20.COM 13), namely ‘Enhancing capacity-building approaches for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage with a focus on human well-being and community empowerment’ (Funding Priority A) and ‘Refining approaches for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage’ (Funding Priority B).
IV. Examination of periodic reports (Article 7[f])
18. The Committee examined 26 reports on the status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List – 18 at the 19.COM in 2024 and eight at the 20.COM in 2025. While examining these reports, the Committee acknowledged the enhanced viability of certain inscribed elements, which have been reported to be no longer in need of urgent safeguarding, and took note of those States Parties that expressed their wish to transfer elements from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List (Decision 19.COM 6.a), two of which were examined by the 20.COM (Decisions 20.COM 7.c.1 and 20.COM 7.c.2).
19. With regard to the periodic reporting system on the implementation of the Convention, the Committee examined a total of 82 reports submitted by the last two regions, therefore concluding the examination of reports under this first regional cycle: the 19.COM examined reports submitted by all 44 States Parties in Africa (Decision 19.COM 6.b) and the 20.COM examined reports submitted by 38 out of 42 States Parties in Asia and the Pacific (Decision 20.COM 6.b). Since the beginning of this reporting cycle in 2021, 172 out of 182 reports expected were submitted, representing a submission rate of 95 per cent for the whole first cycle.
20. Furthermore, the Committee examined a way forward to rationalize the periodic reporting mechanism in the move towards a single global submission system. All States Parties would be requested to submit their reports on the implementation of the Convention and the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List and the Urgent Safeguarding List by the deadline of 30 June 2027 and every four years thereafter (Decisions 19.COM 6.c and 20.COM 6.c). This undertaking is in line with the UNESCO Culture Sector’s commitment to producing a quadrennial Global Report on Cultural Policies following the MONDIACULT 2022 Declaration.
V. Inscriptions on the Lists of the Convention, selection of good safeguarding practices and granting of International Assistance (Article 7[g])
21. During the reporting period, the Committee inscribed, transferred or selected a total of 135 elements on the Lists and Register of the Convention: 13 on the Urgent Safeguarding List (three of which included a request for International Assistance), 111 on the Representative List, including 11 inscriptions on an extended basis. In addition, a further five elements were transferred from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List, in recognition of their improved viability since their initial inscription. The Committee also selected six programmes for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices, including two safeguarding experiences arising from transfers from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List.
22. The Committee (for requests greater than US$100,000) and the Bureau (for requests up to US$100,000 and emergency requests) approved 27 requests for International Assistance, for a total amount of US$1,993,676, benefitting 31 countries. Overall, a total of 37 States Parties received financial assistance from the Fund during the reporting period.
23. Following the recommendations of the Open-ended intergovernmental working groups in the framework of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms (2018-2022) and in the framework of the reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 (2023), the 10.GA approved amendments to the Operational Directives (Resolution 10.GA 7), endorsed by the eighteenth session of the Committee (Decisions 18.COM 10 and 18.COM 11). These reforms aimed at simplifying the selection criteria for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices under Chapter I.3 (the new criteria will be in force from the 2026 cycle onwards), and enlarging the scope of preparatory Assistance under Chapter I.7, by allowing States Parties with no elements of the intangible cultural heritage present in their territory already inscribed on the Representative List (excepting elements proposed via multinational nominations), to request International Assistance to prepare a nomination file to that List. The first five such requests were approved by the Bureau on 11 June 2025.
VI. Preparation of the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention (Article 7[e])
24. During the reporting period, the Committee also recommended that the General Assembly approve amendments to the Operational Directives regarding the timetable for treatment of nomination files (Decision 20.COM 8), as well as in support to the move towards the single global submission system of periodic reporting (Decision 20.COM 6.c).
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