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1. [bookmark: _Toc211718182]TWENTIETH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE
To be hosted by the Republic of India, the twentieth session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage will be held in New Delhi, at the Red Fort (Lal Qila), from 8 to 13 December 2025. 
Netaji Subhash Marg, 
Lal Qila, Chandni Chowk, 
New Delhi, 
Delhi 110006
All relevant information and documents are available on a dedicated webpage regularly updated by the Secretariat: https://ich.unesco.org/en/20com. This webpage will also allow participants to follow the session remotely, through a webcast transmitting all debates in real time. 
The Committee is composed of twenty-four representatives of the States Parties to the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, elected by the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention. 
The current composition of the Committee is as follows: 
	Electoral Group I
Western Europe and North America
	France, Germany and Spain 

	Electoral Group II
Eastern Europe
	Slovakia, Ukraine and Uzbekistan

	Electoral Group III
Latin America and the Caribbean
	Barbados, Dominican Republic, Haiti and Paraguay

	Electoral Group IV
Asia and the Pacific
	Bangladesh, China, India, Malaysia and Viet Nam

	Electoral Group V(a)
Africa
	Angola, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Uganda and Zambia

	Electoral Group V(b)
Arab States
	Algeria, Mauritania and United Arab Emirates


The current composition of the Bureau of the Committee is as follows: 
	Chairperson
	H.E. Mr Vishal V. Sharma, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the Republic of India to UNESCO

	Vice-Chairpersons
	France, Slovakia, Barbados, Ethiopia and Mauritania

	Rapporteur 
	Ms Aysha Kamali, United Arab Emirates


2. [bookmark: _Toc211718183]HOST COUNTRY CONTACTS
The host country has created a website dedicated to the practical organization of the session, which presents recommended places of interest, activities, restaurants: (link to host country’s website soon to be provided).
Inquiries addressed to the host country can be sent to the following addresses:
· For general queries: info_igcindia2025@sangeetnatak.gov.in 
· For visa-related queries: visa_igcindia2025@sangeetnatak.gov.in  
· For protocol-related queries: protocol_igcindia2025@sangeetnatak.gov.in 
· For accommodation queries: stay_igcindia2025@sangeetnatak.gov.in 
· For media-related queries: media_igcindia2025@sangeetnatak.gov.in 
3. [bookmark: _Toc211718081][bookmark: _Toc211718125][bookmark: _Toc211718184][bookmark: _Toc211718082][bookmark: _Toc211718126][bookmark: _Toc211718185][bookmark: _Toc211718083][bookmark: _Toc211718127][bookmark: _Toc211718186][bookmark: _Toc211718084][bookmark: _Toc211718128][bookmark: _Toc211718187][bookmark: _Toc211718085][bookmark: _Toc211718129][bookmark: _Toc211718188][bookmark: _Toc211718086][bookmark: _Toc211718130][bookmark: _Toc211718189][bookmark: _Toc211718087][bookmark: _Toc211718131][bookmark: _Toc211718190][bookmark: _Toc211718088][bookmark: _Toc211718132][bookmark: _Toc211718191][bookmark: _Toc211718089][bookmark: _Toc211718133][bookmark: _Toc211718192][bookmark: _Toc211718090][bookmark: _Toc211718134][bookmark: _Toc211718193][bookmark: _Toc211718091][bookmark: _Toc211718135][bookmark: _Toc211718194][bookmark: _Toc211718092][bookmark: _Toc211718136][bookmark: _Toc211718195][bookmark: _Toc211718093][bookmark: _Toc211718137][bookmark: _Toc211718196][bookmark: _Toc211718094][bookmark: _Toc211718138][bookmark: _Toc211718197][bookmark: _Toc211718095][bookmark: _Toc211718139][bookmark: _Toc211718198][bookmark: _Toc211718096][bookmark: _Toc211718140][bookmark: _Toc211718199][bookmark: _Toc211718097][bookmark: _Toc211718141][bookmark: _Toc211718200][bookmark: _Toc211718098][bookmark: _Toc211718142][bookmark: _Toc211718201][bookmark: _Toc211718099][bookmark: _Toc211718143][bookmark: _Toc211718202][bookmark: _Toc211718100][bookmark: _Toc211718144][bookmark: _Toc211718203][bookmark: _Toc211718204]REGISTRATION
All participants shall register online as early as possible, to give the organizers sufficient time to process the information and make the necessary arrangements before the opening of the session on the following UNESCO webpage for the session: https://indico.un.org/event/1019922/.  
Step 1: UNESCO registration
Delegates are invited to register on the INDICO platform, selecting the appropriate category of participants. Once your registration request is confirmed by the Secretariat, your name will appear on the provisional list of participants accessible from the UNESCO webpage for the session.
Step 2: Host country registration
Once your online registration through the INDICO platform is complete, the email notification will invite you to contact the national authorities of the host country as soon as possible, using the following email address: register_igcindia2025@sangeetnatak.gov.in (please also see Section 5 below).
Step 3: Collection of the 20.COM badge 
All participants are invited to present themselves at the 20.COM venue with a valid passport to collect their badges before 5 p.m. on 7 December 2025 to allow a smooth entry to the opening ceremony. Registration desks will be made available from Saturday 6 December, 10 a.m.
Participants must wear their badges at all times during the session. Only participants with badges will be allowed to enter the venue for the session including for the opening ceremony.
4. [bookmark: _Toc211718205]ACCOMMODATION
Participants are responsible for booking their accommodation and for all expenses incurred during their stay in India.
The host country has prepared a list of designated hotels (see annex), that will benefit from regular shuttle services from/to the venue for the duration of the session. As December is a peak season in New Delhi, participants are encouraged to book their accommodation as early as possible.
5. [bookmark: _Toc211718206]VISAS AND OTHER TRAVEL INFORMATION
5.1 [bookmark: _Toc211718207]Passport
All participants are required to possess an international passport that is valid for a minimum of 6 months from the date of entry in Indian territory, with sufficient pages for visa stamps.
It is mandatory that the passport or travel document be recognized and valid for the return of its bearer and that it does not contain any restriction or condition, whether it is an ordinary, diplomatic, or special passport.
5.2 [bookmark: _Toc211718208]Visa requirements
Only registered persons will be eligible to apply for visas, where required, and to enter the territory of the host country to attend the Committee session. Please note that the Secretariat will be unable to intervene in any visa decisions taken by the Indian authorities.
Please note that once you have registered online and your registration has been confirmed, you will receive an email notification, inviting you to contact the national authorities of the host country as soon as possible, using the following email address: visa_igcindia2025@sangeetnatak.gov.in. Please also contact the host country through the same address for any visa-related inquiry (please also see Section 3 above).
Please keep a printout of the email confirming your registration which would be considered as a proof of attendance/invitation to participate in this event in India.
All participants must check entry requirements to India in accordance with their nationality and the type of passport they hold as per Ministry of Home Affairs guidelines (https://www.mha.gov.in/PDF_Other/AnnexI_01022018.pdf) and, if required, with the nearest Consulate or the Diplomatic Mission of India in their home country. The list of diplomatic missions of India abroad with their current contact details is available at: https://www.mea.gov.in/indian-mission-abroad.htm. 
Diplomatic / Official / UNLP passport holders
Holders of diplomatic and official passports are invited to verify their visa-exemption status on the following webpage: https://www.mea.gov.in/bvwa-menu.htm. 
Non-exempt participants need to apply for a visa at the nearest Indian mission/post as indicated below. Diplomatic / Official / UNLP passport holders may not apply through the eVisa Portal.
Ordinary Passport holders
Individuals wanting to apply for an eVisa may apply on the following website: https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/tvoa.html by selecting ‘e-Conference Visa’.
They may also apply to the nearest Indian Mission/Post by submitting the documents mentioned below.
Procedure and documents for visa application
To see the full list of documents required, individuals are advised to go through the website of the concerned Indian missions/posts where they would be applying for a ‘Conference Visa’ to attend the event. 
Usually, the following documents are required to be submitted:
1. Copy of completed and signed visa application form, to be filled online on the following website: https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/. After selecting the country from where you are applying from, you will be able to select ‘Conference visa’ in the ‘Visa Type’ field;
2. Copy of invitation/registration email;
3. Valid passport with minimum 6 months validity and with sufficient number of blank pages;
4. Two photographs of requisite specifications;
5. For Diplomatic / Official / UNLP passport holders: an official note verbale from the concerned Foreign Office / UN body.
In case of any further inquiries/clarifications you may contact the Indian Mission/Posts nearest to you and the visa contact address indicated in Section 2.
Participants are also invited to make arrangements before their departure regarding transit visa requirements, if applicable.
5.3 [bookmark: _Toc211718209]Insurance and medical information
It is essential for visitors to India to have a comprehensive medical insurance policy providing coverage for the treatment of serious illness/accidents, and if required, medical evacuation. Participants are encouraged to check that their insurance policy covers medical fees in India, and that it will be accepted by service providers in India. 
First aid services will be available at the venue, while hotel receptions will also be able to direct you to the nearest medical facility or practitioner.
[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]Vaccines and health-related measures
[bookmark: _heading=h.392alkk0un9g][Information on vaccines and health-related measures will soon be provided by the host country]
[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]Important contact numbers
· Country Code: +91
· National Emergency Number: 112
· Police: 100
· Firefighters: 101
· Ambulance: 102
· Disaster Management Service: 108
· Women Helpline: 1091
· Tourist Helpline: 1363
6. [bookmark: _Toc211718210]TRANSPORTATION
6.1 [bookmark: _Toc211718211]Arrival
The easiest way to reach New Delhi by flight is the Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGI) – Terminal 3 (T3). All International flights in India and some domestic flights operate from T3. The IGI Airport is equipped with information counters, banking facilities, foreign exchange counters, free Wi-Fi connection, business and VIP facilities, airport lounges, a food court and a diverse shopping experience including duty free outlets.
To assist participants attending the twentieth session of the Committee, a dedicated immigration counter and an airport welcome desk will be set up at the IGI Airport from Friday 5 December 2025. Host country organizers will also be present at the airport to assist participants upon their arrival in and departure from India.
6.2 [bookmark: _Toc211718212]Airport transfers
Shuttle services will be provided to participants from the IGI Airport to the designated hotels between Saturday 6 December and Monday 8 December 2025, and from the designated hotels to the IGI Airport between Friday 12 December to Sunday 14 December 2025. Such services will be provided systematically to participants having provided full information (including non-mandatory information) in Step 2 of the registration process.
Upon arrival at the airport, the information desk can guide you towards the appropriate shuttle bus to the designated hotels. Participants staying at other hotels and participants wishing to leave the country outside of those dates are responsible for making their arrangements for airport transfers. 
Participants wishing to arrange their own private transportation from the airport can choose among the following options:
· Take a metered taxi from Delhi Police Kiosks, which are available at the ground floor entrance of Terminal 3;
· Use a mobile application or internet taxi aggregator;
· Use the Delhi Metro Services from the IGI Airport metro station. For more information on itineraries, please visit https://www.delhimetrorail.com.
6.3 [bookmark: _Toc211718213]Dedicated local transportation
Free shuttle buses for participants will circulate between the designated hotels and the venue. Detailed schedule will be provided in due course through the website managed by the host country. Participants who prefer to rent their own vehicle shall arrange it themselves by contacting an international or local transportation company. The other options listed above (taxis, mobile applications, and metro) can also be used. 
7. [bookmark: _Toc211718214]PRACTICAL INFORMATION ON THE SESSION
7.1 [bookmark: _Toc211718215]Sessions of the Committee
From 8 to 13 December 2025, the Committee will meet every day from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (with the exception of Wednesday 10 December where the session hours will be from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.). For further information, the provisional agenda and the working and information documents are progressively being made available on the dedicated webpage: https://ich.unesco.org/en/20com. 
7.2 [bookmark: _Toc211718216]Opening ceremony
All registered participants are invited to the opening ceremony which will be held at the Red Fort (Lal Qila) on Sunday, 7 December 2025. All participants wishing to attend the ceremony are requested to enter the venue by 5 p.m. (tentatively) at the latest. In order to enter the opening ceremony venue, participants are required to obtain their badges from the registration desk at the venue of the twentieth session. Further practical information regarding logistical arrangements will be provided closer to the date.
7.3 [bookmark: _Toc211718217]Side events
Throughout the Committee session, a series of side events on the theme of living heritage safeguarding may be organized outside the plenary meetings, in coordination with the host country and subject to available spaces. Please consult the webpage dedicated to the session for more information, including the calendar of events which will be regularly updated with details of approved side events (https://ich.unesco.org/en/calendar-of-events-01392).
Requests with specific requirements must be submitted to the Secretariat of the Convention by sending the side events request form, no later than 10 November 2025, to ichmeetings@unesco.org. 
After receiving clearance from the Secretariat of the Convention, the requester will be put in contact with the host country organizers for any relevant information and details concerning the organization of the event (technical assistance, catering, etc.). Please note that the organizers reserve the right to indicate the space in which the requested event will take place. Furthermore, the space available at the venue being limited, the organisers may not be able to accept all requests.
The delegation responsible for organizing a side event must take the necessary arrangements to cover the costs of any additional services it requires.
7.4 [bookmark: _Toc211718218]Interpretation
Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in English, French and Spanish for the plenary sessions.
7.5 [bookmark: _Toc211718219]Internet and computer area
Free Wi-Fi will be provided at the venue. Connection information (login and password) will be provided onsite.
There will be a designated area for delegates during the session, with computers, internet access and printers. Technical staff will be present to assist them.
7.6 [bookmark: _Toc211718220]Meals and refreshments
A food court will be set up at the venue, where a reasonably priced lunch will be available. Refreshments will be available throughout the day outside the plenary room. Catering is at the expense of the participants. 
A dedicated area will be put at the disposal of Committee members. 
7.7 [bookmark: _Toc211718221]Quiet room
A quiet room will be available for participants during the session, at the Red Fort (Lal Qila).
7.8 [bookmark: _Toc211718222]Image rights
Participants will be recorded and photographed during the event. Through their participation and registration, it is understood that participants authorize the use of their image for communication and broadcast purposes of the event.
8. [bookmark: _Toc211718223]ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY MEASURES
Electrical energy provision
· Devi Bus Services or Delhi Electric Vehicle Interconnector under the Delhi Transport Corporation will provide local transportation facilities to delegates. 
· Environment-friendly golf carts will be in use within the 20.COM venue. 
· Arrangement of electricity (load capacity up to 3,000 KV) will be provided along with  generators on standby.  
Documentation
For environmental reasons and to limit costs, hard copies of working documents will not be provided. All documents of the twentieth session can be downloaded from the dedicated webpage regularly updated by the Secretariat. Participants are encouraged to bring their laptops to consult the working documents. In case printing is required, recycled and/or biodegradable materials will be used.
Waste management
Solid waste generated at events is classified and sorted to be recycled.
Other measures
In catering services, disposable plastic items will be avoided to the extent possible. Water fountains will be available and participants are encouraged to bring their own reusable water bottles.
9. [bookmark: _Toc211718224]MEDIA
Media Centre 
A media centre will be provided for the coverage of the session. Media will also have access to workstations and a Wi-Fi connection. 
Press conference 
A press conference is scheduled on Monday, 8 December 2025 during lunch break. Only registered media will be granted access.
Press material 
Press resources will be regularly added on the following webpage: https://ich.unesco.org/en/press-resources-01393. Should you have any questions, please contact Ms Nolwazi Mjwara (n.mjwara@unesco.org). 
10. [bookmark: _Toc211718225]GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE HOST COUNTRY
[bookmark: _heading=h.2bn6wsx]Currency and banking services 
The currency in India is the Indian Rupee (INR). The symbol for the Rupee is ₹, and is also often written as ‘Rs’. Banknotes come in 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and 500, while coins are in 1, 2, 5, 10, and 20.
As of  October 2025:
· 1 United States dollar =  88.78 Rupees
· 1 Euro =  104.01  Rupees
It is possible to change money and make transactions at authorized places like exchange bureaus in airports, shopping centers, and other places in New Delhi. Most major credit cards like Visa, MasterCard, Rupay, Diners and American Express are accepted everywhere. Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) are widely available. Digital tools such as Net banking and UPI Payment are also used.
Restaurants generally add a service charge in the bill over the mandatory government GST taxes. The service charge is voluntary and goes towards staff wages. At restaurants where a service charge is not included, a tip of 5 to 10 % is considered sufficient. Although tipping is voluntary, it will be well received.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qsh70q]Climate
Indian climate is broadly classified as a tropical monsoon climate. There are however variations depending on the region and the time of the year.
New Delhi, located in the heart of India, sees high variation between summer and winter temperatures and precipitation. December to February is the winter season in New Delhi, with temperatures varying between 9 and 23 degrees Celsius. Humidity is moderate, ranging from 62% to 74%, and rainfall is minimal, typically less than 10 mm for the month, with only 1–3 rainy days. Early mornings and late evenings may experience dense fog, occasionally affecting visibility. Participants are encouraged to wear warm clothes. 
Please visit https://mausam.imd.gov.in/delhiums/ for weather-related information.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3as4poj]Time zone
The Indian Standard Time (IST) is 5.5 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT +5:30).
[bookmark: _heading=h.1pxezwc]Electricity supply
The voltage in India is 220 V. The following types of plugs and sockets are used:
· Type C (two round pins)
· Type D (three small round pins in a triangular pattern) 
· Type M (three large round pins in a triangular pattern)
A travel plug adapter may be required if your appliance’s plug does not match the shape of these sockets. Hotels will have a limited number of adapters for guest use, so it is recommended to carry your own if needed during your stay.
Telephone services
Roaming agreements are in place with most international phone companies. SIM cards can be purchased at local phone stores (ID required), airports, malls or shopping centers. WhatsApp is widely used for calling and messaging. Alternative apps like Signal and FaceTime are also available.
Smoking and alcohol consumption
Smoking and consumption of liquor is prohibited in public spaces under the Indian Law. There are designated spaces offered for smoking in restaurants, hotels, airports and many workplaces. Alcohol is served in many restaurants and is available for purchase from licensed vendors.
[bookmark: _heading=h.49x2ik5]Tourism
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[bookmark: _heading=h.147n2zr]For any relevant information on places to visit in New Delhi and beyond, please visit the host country’s website: (link to be provided soon).
[bookmark: _Toc211718226]ANNEX: List of designated hotels
	Hotel Name
	Category
	Address
	Distance to 20.COM venue (km)
	Rate in Indian rupees (approx.)

	The Ashok
	★★★★★
	50B Diplomatic Enclave, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110021
	11.9
	9,500+taxes

	The Park
	★★★★★
	15, Sansad Marg, Hanuman Road Area, Connaught
Place, New Delhi 110001
	7.8
	19,000+taxes

	The Metropolitan Hotel Spa
	★★★★★
	Bangla Sahib Road, New Delhi 110001
	8.4
	15,000+taxes

	The Lalit
	★★★★★
	Fire Brigade Lane, Barakhamba, New Delhi 110001
	6.5

	18,000+taxes

	Le Meridien
	★★★★★
	Windsor Palace, Janpath Road, New Delhi 110001
	6.7
	25,000+taxes

	Shangri-La Eros
	★★★★★
	19 Ashoka Road, New Delhi 110001
	6.7
	25,000+taxes

	Taj Palace
	★★★★★
	2, Sardar Patel Marg, Diplomatic Enclave, New Delhi 110021
	14.4
	25,000+taxes

	Ambassador New Delhi
	★★★★★
	Sujan Singh Park, Subramania Bharti Marg Khan Market,
New Delhi 110003
	8.6
	25,000+taxes

	ITC Maurya
	★★★★★
	Diplomatic Enclave, New Delhi 110021
	14.6
	25,000+taxes

	The Leela Palace
	★★★★★
	Diplomatic Enclave, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110021
	13.4
	25,000+taxes

	The Imperial Hotel
	★★★★★
	1 Janpath Connaught Place, New Delhi 110001
	4.9
	25,000+taxes

	The Claridges
	★★★★★
	12, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Rd, Tees January Road Area, Motilal Nehru Marg Area, New Delhi 110011
	9.7
	25,000+taxes

	The Oberoi
	★★★★★
	Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg, New Delhi 110003
	8.8
	21,500+taxes

	The Lodhi
	★★★★★
	Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110003

	9.3
	25,000+taxes

	Radisson Blue Marina Hotel
	★★★★★
	Connaught Place, New Delhi 

	5.4
	15,000+taxes

	Novotel, New Delhi City Centre
	★★★★★
	Community Centre, Plot 1, Desh Bandhu Gupta Road, Jhandewalan, New Delhi 110055
	6.1
	15,000+taxes

	Eros Hotel
	★★★★★
	Nehru Place, New Delhi 110019

	13.9
	25,000+taxes

	The Leela Ambience Convention Hotel
	★★★★★
	Near Yamuna Sports Complex, New Delhi 110032

	10
	12,000-15,000+taxes

	Holiday Inn
	★★★★★
	Mayur Vihar, New Delhi 110091
	11
	12,000+15,000+taxes

	Crown Plaza
	★★★★★
	Mayur Vihar, New Delhi 110032
	11
	12,000+15,000+taxes

	Hotel The Royal Plaza
	★★★★
	19, Ashoka Road, New Delhi 110001
	6.6
	8,000-10,000+taxes

	The Connaught
	★★★★
	37, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Marg, Shivaji Stadium, New Delhi
	7.2

	15,000+taxes

	Park Plaza
	★★★★
	Karkarduma Court, New Delhi 110032
	10
	7,500+taxes

	Ginger Chanakyapuri
	★★★
	Tikendrajit Marg, Chanakyapuri, Delhi 110021
	13.3
	12,000-15,000+taxes

	Maidens Hotel
	★★★
	7, Sham Nath Marg, Prema Kunj, Civil Lines, New Delhi 110054
	6.2
	15,000+taxes

	Bloomrooms at Janpath
	★★★
	1, Janpath Rd, near Ram Mandir, Janpath, Connaught Place, New Delhi 110001
	4.6
	5,000-6,000+taxes

	Bloomrooms at Karol Bagh
	★★★
	17A/32, Gurudwara Rd, near Decor World, Block 10, WEA, Karol Bagh, New Delhi 110005
	7.1
	5,000-6,000+taxes

	Bloomrooms at New Delhi Railway Station
	★★★
	8592, Arakashan Rd, opp. Hindu temple, Arya Nagar, Paharganj, New Delhi 110055
	5.8
	5,000-6,000+taxes


[bookmark: _Hlk211974062]As of  October 2025:
-	1 United States dollar =  88.78 Rupees
-	1 Euro =  104.01 Rupees
image1.png
Unesco

Intangible Cultural Heritage




