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Item 3 of the provisional agenda:
Examination of requests for International Assistance
up to US$100,000
	Summary
With reference to Chapter V of the Convention and sub-Chapter I.14 of the Operational Directives, this document presents three requests for International Assistance up to US$100,000. The Bureau of the Committee is asked to examine these requests, in accordance with paragraph 49 of the Operational Directives.
Decision required: paragraph 7


A. 

1. Chapter V of the Convention (Article 20) states that International Assistance may be granted to States Parties for purposes relating to: the safeguarding of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding; the preparation of inventories in the sense of Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; support for programmes, projects and activities undertaken at the national, sub-regional and regional levels for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage; and for any other purpose that the Committee may deem necessary. As specified in sub-Chapter I.14 of the Operational Directives, International Assistance requests not exceeding US$100,000 can be submitted at any time (paragraph 47) for examination and approval by the Bureau of the Committee (paragraph 49).
A. [bookmark: Overview]Overview of the requests
The Bureau is asked to examine the following three International Assistance requests not exceeding US$100,000:
	Draft decision
	Requesting State
	Title
	Amount requested
	File no.

	20.COM 4.BUR 3.1
	Egypt
	Safeguarding and capacity-building for the intangible cultural heritage of Al-Aragoz traditional hand puppetry in Egypt
	US$99,840
	02460

	20.COM 4.BUR 3.2
	Nepal
	Development of inventory of intangible cultural heritage covering all seven provinces of Nepal
	US$99,033
	02462

	20.COM 4.BUR 3.3
	Uruguay
	The sound of Tango – Phase II 
	US$89,969
	02463


In conformity with paragraph 48 of the Operational Directives, the Secretariat assessed the completeness of these requests. Considering the importance of International Assistance for achieving the Convention’s purpose of promoting international cooperation, the Secretariat provided support to the requesting States as follows:
· Egypt received guidance through a letter from the Secretariat indicating whether any information was missing or insufficient upon the submission of the request. The State Party submitted a revised version of the request within the given timeframe.
· This would be the first time that Nepal would benefit from International Assistance from the Convention. Prepared in close collaboration with the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu, the request will take the form of provision of services from UNESCO. This modality corresponds to the expanded interpretation of Article 21, as endorsed by the Committee at its tenth session (Decision 10.COM 8). The request was submitted on 31 August 2025, prior to the outbreak of civil unrest and escalating violence witnessed across the country in early September 2025. Should International Assistance be granted, UNESCO will monitor the security situation for the duration of the project through its Office in Kathmandu and will implement project activities in phases, as deemed appropriate.
· Following a successful implementation of the first phase of the International Assistance project ‘The Bandoneon: sound of Tango’ (no. 01634), Uruguay submitted a request for a second phase of the project. The requesting State benefited from the support of the Secretariat to review the technical aspects of the request prior to its official submission.
The requests presented to the Bureau are technically complete and clearly illustrate the relevance of the International Assistance mechanism and its interconnections with other international cooperation mechanisms of the Convention. The requests submitted by Egypt and Nepal are the result of the periodic reporting exercise carried out by these countries under Article 29 of the Convention. In the case of Egypt, the request seeks to implement the measures that were identified in the updated safeguarding plan outlined in the latest periodic report on ‘Al-Aragoz traditional hand puppetry’, submitted in December 2022. Similarly, Nepal’s request was developed following a national consultation workshop organized in November 2024. The workshop, which focused on preparing the latest periodic report (submitted in December 2024 and currently under process), highlighted the need to strengthen capacities for community-based inventorying, particularly among indigenous communities.
Furthermore, the requests submitted by Egypt and Uruguay demonstrate the relevance of the International Assistance mechanism for the safeguarding of elements inscribed on the Lists of the Convention. The project in Egypt will enhance the viability of Traditional hand puppetry, an element inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding in 2018, while the request from Uruguay aims to safeguard and promote several components of Tango, an element inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2009.
The Secretariat hereby forwards the three requests for International Assistance to the Bureau, along with a draft decision incorporating the Secretariat’s assessment of how each request responds to the eligibility and selection criteria set out in Chapter I.4 of the Operational Directives. The International Assistance requests in question are available online, in English and French at https://ich.unesco.org/en/20com-bureau. 
B. Draft decisions
The Bureau of the Intergovernmental Committee may wish to adopt the following decisions:
[bookmark: _Hlk208907423]DRAFT DECISION 20.COM 4.BUR 3.1		[image: Retour au début]
The Bureau,
1. Recalling Chapter V of the Convention as well as Chapter I.4 of the Operational Directives relating to the eligibility and selection criteria of International Assistance requests,
2. Having examined document LHE/25/20.COM 4.BUR/3 as well as International Assistance request no. 02460 submitted by Egypt,
3. Takes note that Egypt has requested International Assistance for the project entitled Safeguarding and capacity-building for the intangible cultural heritage of Al-Aragoz traditional hand puppetry in Egypt:
To be implemented by the Cultural Development Fund, this twenty-four-month project aims to revitalize and safeguard Al-Aragoz traditional hand puppetry through documentation, training and capacity-building. The project seeks to implement the updated safeguarding plan outlined in the latest periodic report submitted by Egypt on the element ‘Traditional hand puppetry’ inscribed in 2018 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. Historically performed by traveling artists, Al-Aragoz performances were a staple of religious celebrations and public gatherings, primarily entertaining and educating children. Today, the number of Al-Aragoz practitioners has significantly declined due to multiple factors, including the aging and passing of master performers, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the lack of skill transmission to younger generations. Project activities include conducting workshops for new performers, training artisans in puppet-making, documenting traditional knowledge, and enhancing the educational and social functions of Al-Aragoz such as by partnering with the Ministry of Education to integrate performances into primary school programmes. The project will also involve creating a permanent exhibition hall for traditional puppetry and organizing an international conference on the topic of traditional puppetry to exchange experiences between researchers, scholars, practitioners and puppet-makers. The request further indicates promotional and awareness-raising outputs, including a dedicated website, brochures and catalogues, as well as a short documentary subtitled in Arabic and English. In addition to recognizing the importance of Al-Aragoz, this project is expected to illustrate how traditional arts can be revitalized, modernized and financially sustained, thus encouraging governmental, private sector and civil society organizations to invest in similar efforts for other endangered cultural practices.
4. Further takes note that this assistance aims to support a project implemented at the national level, in accordance with Article 20 (c) of the Convention, and that it takes the form of the provision of a grant, pursuant to Article 21 (g) of the Convention;
5. Also takes note that Egypt has requested an allocation of US$99,840 from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the implementation of the project;
6. Decides that, from the information provided in file no. 02460, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:
Criterion A.1: The communities concerned, including master puppeteers and artisans, have participated in the elaboration of the request. Their contributions were instrumental in identifying community safeguarding needs and priorities, helping to shape the proposed activities. During the project implementation, practitioners and bearers will contribute to the design of the training modules, lead training activities and participate in the public performances. Historically, this practice has been led by men, with no women currently recognized as bearers or practitioners. Taking into account the changing social contexts and readiness of the communities concerned, the project will adopt an inclusive and gender-balanced approach, with women constituting at least 50 per cent of the trainees in all the training areas. This measure aims to ensure that women are empowered to become future bearers of this practice. The request also indicates the participation of non-governmental organizations with experience in safeguarding Al-Aragoz in the training and community outreach components.
Criterion A.2: The budget breakdown and the proposed timetable are well structured and in line with the activities described in the request. The amount of assistance requested is deemed appropriate in relation to the scope and duration of the project.
Criterion A.3: The proposed activities are coherent and aligned with the objectives and expected results of the project. The activities entail stakeholder meetings, documentation, capacity-building, public performances, the establishment of an exhibition hall for Al-Aragoz, an awareness-raising campaign, an international conference and project monitoring. 
Criterion A.4: Overall, the project intends to facilitate the implementation of some of the safeguarding measures identified in the latest periodic report on the status of the inscribed element submitted in 2022. Activities are designed to address the threats to the element, such as the decline of the number of bearers and practitioners, the loss of transmission chains and the lack of documentation and research. The awareness-raising campaign and the exhibition hall will contribute to increasing the recognition of Al-Aragoz at the institutional and national levels. In addition, the project entails the organization of approximatively fifty public performances in schools and cultural centres in Cairo, Alexandria and Upper Egypt. The shows will bring together more than 15,000 people, raising general awareness of the element while offering the public, including families and children, the opportunity to appreciate it. Through a varied range of activities, the project aims to ensure the viability and visibility of the element, while enhancing its social functions in the current context. Furthermore, trainees will be equipped with entrepreneurship skills to launch their own Al-Aragoz-related ventures.
Criterion A.5: The requesting State Party will contribute 25 per cent (US$33,690) of the total amount of the project budget (US$133,530). Consequently, International Assistance is requested from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the remaining 75 per cent of the total amount of the project.
Criterion A.6: The project aims to strengthen the capacities of communities to ensure the transmission of skills and knowledge associated with Al-Aragoz to future generations. During the capacity-building programme, sixty individuals will receive training in various areas related to this element, from puppet manipulation, to voice modulation (‘Al-Amana'), improvisation, storytelling and cultural entrepreneurship. Artisans will also acquire expertise in puppet making and voice device construction. As future practitioners, trainees will be selected through open calls for applications in universities, non-governmental organizations and cultural centres. The request also emphasizes that the capacities of master practitioners will be further expanded by engaging them as trainers and mentors. This will not only strengthen their own recognition but also ensure that their expertise is transmitted to younger generations in a structured manner. Institutional capacities will be strengthened within the Cultural Development Fund, which will coordinate the implementation of the project. The establishment of a permanent exhibition hall will also serve as a long-term educational platform, thus broadening the institution’s role in safeguarding this practice.
Criterion A.7: Egypt has benefited from International Assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for one completed project.[footnoteRef:1] The work stipulated in the contract related to this project was carried out in accordance with UNESCO regulations.  [1: ‘Inventory of intangible culture of craftsmanship in the core of Historic Cairo’ (US$86,950; August 2021–September 2023).] 

Paragraph 10(a): The project is national in scope and will involve the Ministries of Culture, Higher Education, Youth and Tourism and the Supreme Council of Culture. Academics and non-governmental artistic organizations – namely, the Wamda Troupe for Aragoz and Shadow Shows – will also participate in the project. 
Paragraph 10(b): The project is expected to revitalize this popular art expression at the national level. It also seeks to establish partnerships between governmental institutions, private sector entities, and civil society organizations, with the aim of facilitating the mobilization of financial and technical resources for the safeguarding of the element. 
7. Approves the International Assistance request from Egypt for the project entitled Safeguarding and capacity-building for the intangible cultural heritage of Al-Aragoz traditional hand puppetry in Egypt, and grants the amount of US$99,840 for the implementation of this project;
8. [bookmark: _Hlk210147202]Commends the State Party for the submission of an International Assistance request to implement the updated safeguarding measures outlined in its latest periodic report (submitted in December 2022) on the status of the element ‘Traditional hand puppetry’, demonstrating the effective use, in an inter-related manner, of the international cooperation mechanisms of the Convention;
9. Notes with interest the gender-balanced approach developed in the project and encourages the State Party to share experience gained from the project on showcasing inclusive safeguarding experiences;
10. Requests that the Secretariat reach an agreement with the requesting State Party on the technical details of the assistance, paying particular attention to ensuring that the budget and the work plan of the activities to be covered by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund are detailed and specific enough to provide a sufficient justification of all the expenditures;
11. Invites the requesting State Party to use Form ICH-04-Report to report on the use of the assistance granted.
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The Bureau,
1. Recalling Chapter V of the Convention as well as Chapter I.4 of the Operational Directives relating to the eligibility and selection criteria of International Assistance requests,
2. Having examined document LHE/25/20.COM 4.BUR/3 as well as International Assistance request no. 02462 submitted by Nepal,
3. Takes note that Nepal has requested International Assistance for the project entitled Development of inventory of intangible cultural heritage covering all seven provinces of Nepal:
To be implemented by the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu, in close collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation (MoCTCA) of Nepal, this twenty-four-month project aims to safeguard intangible cultural heritage in Nepal. The project entails raising awareness of the 2003 Convention and promoting its implementation, building capacity for community-based inventorying, and developing an inventory of at least twenty intangible cultural heritage elements. Activities include conducting community-based inventorying workshops for indigenous communities and enhancing visibility and awareness about living heritage through its inventorying and documentation. The project emphasizes the involvement of bearers and practitioners, including representatives from indigenous communities. In addition to strengthening Nepal’s overall capacity to safeguard its intangible cultural heritage, the project’s participatory approach will empower communities to take an active role in identifying and implementing safeguarding measures. It will also equip community members – especially youth – with the skills necessary to conduct workshops and training sessions in their own and in other interested communities, further strengthening awareness and inventorying skills. Moreover, the increased visibility of living heritage is expected to attract financial support from local governments, private organizations and international donors, thus enabling additional safeguarding and promotional activities.
4. Further takes note that: 
i. This assistance is to support a project implemented at the national level, in accordance with Article 20 (c) of the Convention;
ii. The State Party has requested International Assistance that will take the form of services from UNESCO to the State; and
iii. The assistance therefore takes the form of the provision of services from UNESCO (100 per cent of the financial transactions are to be managed by UNESCO), pursuant to Article 21 (b) and (g) of the Convention;
5. Also takes note that the request concerns International Assistance in the amount of US$99,033 from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for this project, which will be implemented by the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu, in close cooperation with the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation of Nepal;
6. Understands that the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu will be responsible for the management of the total amount requested from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, while the requesting State will be responsible for co-managing the project by: (a) organizing the trainings, workshops and meetings; (b) facilitating the selection of trainees and participants; (c) facilitating access to information and data on living heritage; and (d) providing support for the implementation of project activities.
7. Decides that, from the information provided in file no. 02462, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:
Criterion A.1: The need to strengthen capacities for community-based inventorying of intangible cultural heritage, particularly among indigenous communities, was identified through the periodic reporting exercise[footnoteRef:2] undertaken by Nepal in 2024. Representatives from seventeen communities gathered in July 2025 and expressed their wish for capacity-building training, to be followed by community-based inventorying exercises across the country. While the proposal was initiated by the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation, three indigenous organizations were involved in preparing the International Assistance request. The request clearly demonstrates community involvement in all the activities foreseen in the project. They will also be part of the national coordination committee which will oversee the implementation of the project. [2:  The periodic report submitted by Nepal will be examined, together with other reports submitted by States Parties in Asia and the Pacific, by the twentieth session of the Committee, to be held from 8 to 13 December 2025 in New Delhi, Republic of India.] 

Criterion A.2: The budget breakdown and the proposed timetable are well-structured and in line with the activities described in the request. The amount of assistance requested is deemed appropriate.
Criterion A.3: The request is composed of ten activities presented in a logical sequence that relate to establishing the project structure; coordinating a national awareness-raising workshop; facilitating capacity-building training and community-based inventories; producing communication materials on the elements inventoried; and conducting monitoring and evaluation, among others. The activities are clearly described and correspond to the objectives and expected results outlined in the request.
Criterion A.4: The project is expected to have lasting results by strengthening the capacities of a significant number of individuals through the development of expertise and knowledge on the key principles of the 2003 Convention. Communication materials, including those disseminated through social media, will enhance the visibility of the project’s outcomes among civil society, youth and other stakeholders. Educational and cultural organizations will be able to use these materials to develop educational support tools, such as children’s books, games and videos that showcase living heritage and contribute to its visibility. Finally, the results of the inventories at the provincial level will be integrated into the national inventory of the requesting State. It is also expected that the partnerships established between UNESCO, national authorities and the communities concerned will serve as a foundation for future safeguarding initiatives, thus contributing to a greater appreciation of Nepal’s intangible cultural heritage. 
[bookmark: _Hlk209012729]Criterion A.5: The requesting State Party will contribute 4 per cent (US$4,875) and the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu will contribute 11 per cent (in-kind contribution of US$12,836) of the total amount of the project budget (US$116,744). Consequently, International Assistance is requested from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the remaining 85 per cent of the total amount of the project.
Criterion A.6: The request demonstrates a clear focus on capacity-building for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage at both community and institutional levels, in line with the objectives of the 2003 Convention. Through three seven-day capacity-building workshops, at least eighty-five people will be trained in community-based inventorying. Participants will include fifty indigenous community members, twenty representatives from local authorities, ten officials from MoCTCA and five students. The training will be delivered by national facilitators using participatory methodologies and will be followed by fieldwork exercises aimed at identifying, documenting and inventorying intangible cultural heritage elements across the country. The training component also emphasizes gender inclusivity and intergenerational transmission, with a focus on empowering youth and women as future resource persons. The project will disseminate knowledge to community members in seven provinces of Nepal and support the development of future inventories at local and national levels, thereby contributing to long-term safeguarding efforts.
Criterion A.7: The requesting State Party has not previously received any financial assistance from UNESCO under the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund of the 2003 Convention to implement safeguarding activities in the field of intangible cultural heritage.
Paragraph 10(a): The project is national in scope and involves the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation, as well as local authorities, academics and community-based organizations such as the National Foundation for the Development of Indigenous Nationalities (NFDIN), the Indigenous Nationalities Commission (INC) and the Nepal Federation of Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN).
Paragraph 10(b): The inventories and communication materials to be developed during the project will contribute to raising awareness among communities about the importance of safeguarding their living heritage. The project may also encourage similar initiatives for the inventorying of intangible cultural heritage in Nepal.
8. Approves the International Assistance request from Nepal for the project entitled Development of inventory of intangible cultural heritage covering all seven provinces of Nepal, and grants the amount of US$99,033 for the implementation of this project according to the modality described in paragraphs 5 and 6;
9. Commends the State Party for the submission of an International Assistance request as a direct follow up to its latest Periodic Report on the implementation of the Convention (submitted in 2024), demonstrating the effective use, in an inter-related manner, of the international cooperation mechanisms of the Convention;
10. Encourages the requesting State Party to consult the Guidance Note (2021) on the process of inventorying intangible cultural heritage, which provides a list of issues to be considered prior to and during the inventorying process, as well as the Convention’s capacity-building materials repository on inventorying, which may also provide additional information;
11. Requests that the Secretariat reach an agreement with the requesting State Party on the technical details of the assistance, paying particular attention to ensuring that the budget and the work plan of the activities to be covered by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund are detailed and specific enough to provide a sufficient justification of all the expenditures;
12. Invites the requesting State Party to use Form ICH-04-Report to report on the use of the assistance granted.
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The Bureau,
1. Recalling Chapter V of the Convention as well as Chapter I.4 of the Operational Directives relating to the eligibility and selection criteria of International Assistance requests,
2. Having examined document LHE/25/20.COM 4.BUR/3 as well as International Assistance request no. 02463 submitted by Uruguay,
3. Takes note that Uruguay has requested International Assistance for the project entitled The sound of Tango – Phase II:
[bookmark: _Hlk209090402]To be implemented by the Cienarte Foundation, this twenty-six-month project aims to promote the intergenerational transmission of the Tango tradition through education, artistic activities and publications. It is the second phase of the project ‘The Bandoneon: sound of Tango’ which relates to the multinational element ‘Tango’ inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity (Argentina and Uruguay). The first phase of the project sought to promote the revitalization of the bandoneon – an emblematic instrument associated with Tango – through research, musical training and the development of materials such as ‘Master Musician Raúl Jaurena’s Guide to Playing the Bandoneon’. The results of the first phase of the project are showcased through the platform for sharing good safeguarding experiences, which aims to promote a broader implementation of Article 18 of the 2003 Convention. This second phase will focus on Tango music by increasing accessibility for people who are blind or have visual impairments, as well as by training mentors, raising awareness among students, and promoting bandoneon-making skills. The activities will be carried out with the support of local authorities, educational institutions, artists and civil society organizations. They entail the Braille transcription of the ‘Guide to Playing the Bandoneon’, the development of a documentary film, the production of a musical play for teenagers, and the dissemination of research and poetry related to the tradition. In addition to increasing the visibility of Tango nationwide, the project is expected to promote the production of new material on the subject and to contribute to Uruguay’s cultural inclusion policy.
4. Further takes note that this assistance aims to support a project implemented at the national level, in accordance with Article 20 (c) of the Convention, and that it takes the form of the provision of a grant, pursuant to Article 21 (g) of the Convention;
5. Also takes note that Uruguay has requested an allocation of US$89,969 from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the implementation of the project;
6. Decides that, from the information provided in file no. 02463, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:
Criterion A.1: The project is a continuation of the first phase, with the objective of consolidating the results achieved during that phase. The request reflects the aspirations and needs of the communities, which include a diverse group of stakeholders, from artists, artisans and luthiers to individuals who are blind or have visual impairments, teachers, students, and officials from national and regional authorities. Each of these stakeholders will be involved in this project, which adopts gender-balanced and inclusive approaches. The communities’ involvement in all project activities, from implementation to evaluation, is clearly demonstrated. They will also be represented on the project follow-up committee.
Criterion A.2: The budget breakdown and the proposed timetable are well structured and in line with the activities described in the request. The amount of assistance requested is deemed appropriate.
Criterion A.3: The request is structured around four thematic areas: inclusion and inclusivity, promotion of Tango in secondary schools, bandoneon lutherie training courses, awareness raising activities, and the production of communication materials. The proposed activities are coherent and well-planned in terms of the objectives and expected results of the project.
Criterion A.4: The project is expected to enhance both the visibility and viability of the element. Through a holistic approach, the proposed activities will have a long-term impact as follows: (a) the Braille transcription of ‘Master Musician Raúl Jaurena’s Guide to Playing the Bandoneon’ will remain accessible to players with visual impairments, with copies of the manual to be distributed across Spanish-speaking countries; (b) the documentary on Ricardo Pereira, a blind bandoneon teacher, will raise awareness of the importance of social diversity and the arts for resilience; (c) artistic activities, including the production of musical plays in secondary schools, will promote Tango among younger audiences, thereby ensuring its intergenerational transmission; (d) bandoneon lutherie training courses will be integrated into the vocational education curriculum, potentially contributing to youth employment and the revitalization of traditional craftsmanship; and (e) the publication and dissemination of the book entitled ‘El bandoneón y su mundo’ will contribute to academic research, in particular in the field of musicology, and raise awareness of the literary works related to Tango.
Criterion A.5: The requesting State Party will contribute 22 per cent (US$28,720) and other partners will contribute 10 per cent (US$13,599) of the total amount of the project budget (US$132,288). Consequently, International Assistance is requested from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the remaining 68 per cent of the total amount of the project.
Criterion A.6: The request aims to build capacities at multiple levels by providing training to communities, youth and individuals with visual impairments. Through the bandoneon lutherie training courses, artisans and practitioners will be able to share and disseminate their traditional knowledge and skills with the community, including youth. More than fifty individuals will be trained in the making, repair and maintenance of bandoneons. In addition, artists (including musicians, singers and teachers) will share their expertise and skills of Tango with over 2,000 students from 35 high schools, ensuring the intergenerational transmission of the practice of Tango dance, poetry and music. The development of a bandoneon training manual in Braille will provide individuals who are blind or have visual impairments a unique opportunity to learn to play the instrument, promoting inclusive access to musical education. The proposed activities will reinforce the capacity of communities and institutions to safeguard Tango as a living heritage and as an evolving artistic expression.
Criterion A.7: Uruguay has benefitted from International Assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for two completed International Assistance projects.[footnoteRef:3] The work stipulated in the contracts related to these projects was carried out in accordance with UNESCO regulations. [3:  (a) ‘Documentation, promotion and dissemination of the Candombe traditional drum calls, expressions of identity of the Sur, Palermo, and Cordón neighbourhoods in the city of Montevideo’ (US$186,875; September 2013 – August 2015) and (b) ‘The Bandoneon: sound of Tango’ (Phase I) (US$99,764; April 2020 – October 2023).] 

Paragraph 10(a): The project is national in scope and involves national partners, including the National Commission of Uruguay for UNESCO, the Ministry of Education and Culture, the Board of Technical-Professional Education, and the departments of Montevideo, Canelones, Tacuarembó, Paysandú, Lavalleja, Maldonado, Soriano and Río Negro. The following associations will also be involved: the Uruguayan Braille Foundation, the Uruguayan Authors Association, the Uruguayan Musicians Association and the Uruguayan Actors Society.
Paragraph 10(b): The project is expected to stimulate broader engagement in the safeguarding of Tango by reaching new audiences and practitioners, particularly among youth. The transcription of ‘Master Musician Raúl Jaurena’s Guide to Playing the Bandoneon’ into Braille will contribute to the national inclusion policy. This manual will also be made available in other countries of the region, thereby reaching a broader public.
7. Approves the International Assistance request from Uruguay for the project entitled The sound of Tango – Phase II, and grants the amount of US$89,969 for the implementation of this project;
8. Notes with appreciation the proposed project’s focus on inclusivity, aiming to promote inclusion of people with disabilities in the enactment, transmission and enjoyment of living heritage, and encourages the State Party to share its experience to be gained on inclusive safeguarding approaches; 
9. Requests that the Secretariat reach an agreement with the requesting State Party on the technical details of the assistance, paying particular attention to ensuring that the budget and the work plan of the activities to be covered by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund are detailed and specific enough to provide a sufficient justification of all the expenditures;
10. Invites the requesting State Party to use Form ICH-04-Report to report on the use of the assistance granted.
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