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Item 6.a of the provisional agenda:
	Summary
The present document contains eighteen reports submitted by States Parties on the status of elements of intangible cultural heritage that have been inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List, in accordance with paragraphs 160 to 164 of the Operational Directives.
It includes background information (Part A), general observations on the reports (Part B), and a short assessment of each submitted report (Part C).
Decisions required: paragraphs 19, 28, 35, 42, 49, 56, 64, 72, 80, 88, 96, 104, 112, 120, 128, 136, 144, 152, 160


Examination of the reports of States Parties on the current status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
A. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk124351255]The reports submitted by the States Parties are published by the Secretariat of the 2003 Convention on its website in compliance with paragraph 166 of the Operational Directives regarding the reporting procedure; moreover, the information included in the reports is reflected in working documents of the Committee in order to ensure transparency and access to information.
The sole responsibility for the content of each report lies with the States Parties concerned. The designations employed in the texts and documents presented by the States Parties do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Committee nor UNESCO concerning a) the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, b) the legal status of its authorities, c) the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or d) references to specific historical events.


A. Background
1. In accordance with Article 29, ‘the States Parties shall submit to the Committee […] reports on the legislative, regulatory and other measures taken for the implementation of this Convention’. One of the Committee’s duties, as identified in Article 7(f) of the Convention, is to examine these reports submitted by States Parties and to summarize them for the General Assembly. In conformity with Article 30, the Committee then submits its own report, based in part on these reports, to the General Assembly.
2. In accordance with paragraphs 160 to 164 of the Operational Directives, each State Party with an element inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (hereafter, ‘the Urgent Safeguarding List’) shall submit to the Committee regular reports on the status of the element in question. These reports are normally submitted by 15 December of the fourth year following the year in which the element was inscribed, and every fourth year thereafter. Upon submission, they are received and processed by the Secretariat, as described in paragraphs 165 and 166 of the Operational Directives.
3. The present document concerns the eleventh cycle of periodic reporting (2024 cycle)[footnoteRef:1] for reports on elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List submitted by the deadline of 15 December 2023 or after.[footnoteRef:2] This cycle covers: first reports on elements inscribed in 2019; second reports on elements inscribed in 2015; and third reports on elements inscribed in 2011. Out of the twenty-three reports which were expected to be examined by the Committee at its present session, eighteen were submitted by fifteen States Parties, with five being overdue. [1:  The first cycle of periodic reporting on the status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List began with elements inscribed in 2009, with their reports submitted in December 2013 and examined by the ninth session of the Committee in 2014.]  [2:  The Secretariat registered and acknowledged receipt of the eighteen reports submitted for the 2024 cycle, in compliance with paragraph 165 of the Operational Directives. Three reports were submitted using the online interface. Fourteen reports were submitted by the statutory deadline of 15 December 2023. The Secretariat contacted each of the submitting States Parties whose reports were overdue, to provide them with support. Four additional reports were submitted by 14 February 2024.] 

4. The present document includes an overview of the eighteen reports received (Section A), general observations on the reports submitted together with an overall decision (Section B), as well as a summary and a draft decision for each of the reports (Section C), for the Committee’s consideration. Each of these reports are available at: https://ich.unesco.org/en/01367.
5. First reports. Of the seven first reports expected, the following five reports, including one overdue report, were received and are hereby presented to this session of the Committee in the table below:
	[bookmark: Table]Draft decision
	Submitting
State
	Element
	Year of inscription
	Initially due for cycle
	File No.

	
	
	First reports
	
	
	

	19.COM 6.a.1
	Belarus
	Spring rite of Juraŭski Karahod
	2019
	2022/2024
	01458

	19.COM 6.a.2
	Botswana
	Seperu folkdance and associated practices
	2019
	2024
	01502

	19.COM 6.a.3
	Pakistan
	Suri Jagek (observing the sun), traditional meteorological and astronomical practice based on the observation of the sun, moon and stars in reference to the local topography
	2018
	2023
	01381

	19.COM 6.a.4
	Philippines
	Buklog, thanksgiving ritual system of the Subanen
	2019
	2024
	01495

	19.COM 6.a.5
	Mali
	Cultural practices and expressions linked to the ‘M’Bolon’, a traditional musical percussion instrument
	2019
	2024
	01689


6. Second reports. Out of the six second reports expected, the following three reports were received and are hereby presented to this session of the Committee in the table below:
	Draft decision
	Submitting
State
	Element
	Year of inscription
	Initially due for cycle
	File No.

	
	
	Second reports
	
	
	

	19.COM 6.a.6
	Mauritius
	Sega tambour Chagos
	2019
	2024
	01490

	19.COM 6.a.7
	Mongolia
	Coaxing ritual for camels
	2015
	2024
	01061

	19.COM 6.a.8 
	Portugal
	Manufacture of cowbells
	2015
	2024
	01065


7. Third reports. All nine third reports were submitted on time as expected and are hereby presented to this session of the Committee in the table below:
	Draft decision
	Submitting
State
	Element
	Year of inscription
	Initially due for cycle
	File No.

	
	
	Third reports
	
	
	

	19.COM 6.a.9
	China
	Hezhen Yimakan storytelling
	2011
	2024
	00530

	19.COM 6.a.10
	United Arab Emirates
	Al Sadu, traditional weaving skills in the United Arab Emirates
	2011
	2024
	00571

	19.COM 6.a.11 
	Indonesia
	Saman dance
	2011
	2024
	00509

	19.COM 6.a.12 
	Iran
	Naqqāli, Iranian dramatic story-telling
	2011
	2024
	00535

	19.COM 6.a.13 
	Iran
	Traditional skills of building and sailing Iranian Lenj boats in the Persian Gulf
	2011
	2024
	00534

	19.COM 6.a.14 
	Mali
	Secret society of the Kôrêdugaw, the rite of wisdom in Mali
	2011
	2024
	00520

	19.COM 6.a.15 
	Mauritanie
	Moorish epic T’heydinn
	2011
	2024
	00524

	19.COM 6.a.16 
	Mongolia
	Folk long song performance technique of Limbe performances - circular breathing
	2011
	2024
	00543

	19.COM 6.a.17 
	Peru
	Eswa, Harakbut sung prayers of Peru’s Wachiperi people
	2011
	2024
	00531


8. Fourth report. One fourth report on an element inscribed in 2011 submitted as expected, and is hereby presented to this session of the Committee in the table below:
	Draft decision
	Submitting
State
	Element
	Year of inscription
	Initially due for cycle
	File No.

	
	
	Fourth reports
	
	
	

	19.COM 6.a.18
	Brazil
	Yaokwa, the Enawene Nawe people’s ritual for the maintenance of social and cosmic order[footnoteRef:3] [3:  This is the fourth report (and not the third report as is the case for reports on elements inscribed in 2011) since Brazil submitted an extraordinary report which was examined by the eighth session of the Committee (Decision 8.COM 6.b) in response to a request by the sixth session of the Committee when the element was inscribed (Decision 6.COM 8.3).
] 

	2011
	2024
	00521


9. Overdue reports: Five reports are overdue for this reporting cycle, including two first reports and three second reports. The submission of the overdue reports indicated in the table below is expected in December 2024, for examination by the Committee during its twentieth session in 2025.
	Submitting
State
	Element
	Year of inscription
	Initially due for cycle
	File No.

	
	First reports
	
	
	

	Algeria
	Knowledge and skills of the water measurers of the foggaras or water bailiffs of Touat and Tidikelt
	2018
	2023
	01274

	Kenya
	Rituals and practices associated with Kit Mikayi shrine
	2019
	2024
	01489

	
	Second reports
	
	
	

	Kyrgyzstan
	[bookmark: _Hlk72863677]Ala-kiyiz and Shyrdak, art of Kyrgyz traditional felt carpets
	2012
	2020
	00693

	North Macedonia
	Glasoechko, male two-part singing in Dolni Polog
	2015
	2024
	01104

	Uganda
	Koogere oral tradition of the Basongora, Banyabindi and Batooro peoples
	2015
	2024
	00911
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B. General observations on the reports submitted for examination in 2024
10. More than half of the reports examined in this cycle concern elements inscribed in 2011, while the other reports relate to more recent inscriptions. Timely submission of reports has been prioritized by most States, which shows the attention paid to safeguarding elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List and to monitoring their viability and the effectiveness of safeguarding measures.
11. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plans. For the most part, the safeguarding efforts reported in this cycle followed the safeguarding plans included in the nominations, adjusted to changing circumstances. In the cases of second or subsequent reports, the information provided mostly incorporated recommendations offered by the Committee on previous reports, even if the reports lacked direct references to the corresponding decisions. The safeguarding measures implemented and the results achieved in this cycle reflect a diversity of achievements:
i. Inventorying, documentation, research and awareness raising remained among the core activities, with due attention to ensuring the accessibility of the materials produced. In some cases, content was tailored to persons with visual and hearing impairments. Featuring elements at regular festivals, national celebrations, competitions and exhibitions has raised their visibility and encouraged their practice. Media and social networks have served to promote elements inscribed and to attract the attention of younger generations. Targeted awareness-raising efforts tackled prejudice against the ways of life of Indigenous People.
ii. Transmission has been ensured through formal and non-formal education. Educational institutions of various levels were involved in safeguarding the elements inscribed, mostly through extracurricular activities. Besides their pedagogical role, local schools were reported to have a broader social role in enhancing the interest of younger generations in intangible cultural heritage. For certain elements, efforts to revitalize local and indigenous languages, including through education and by updating pedagogical materials using indigenous languages, have been crucial for the transmission of the element. The capacities of communities, local cultural organizations and the private sector have been strengthened, and new instruments and spaces, including training centres, were developed for the practice and transmission of certain elements. 
iii. The commercial potential of some aspects of inscribed elements was researched for the benefit of local communities, and elements were integrated in local and regional development plans. Efforts were made to develop ethical cultural tourism related to elements inscribed by building the capacity of stakeholders. 
12. Funding sources. Governmental institutions at various levels provided funding and other support to safeguard the elements inscribed, including by enhancing the social security of practitioners and providing health insurance and retirement benefits. In-kind contribution from communities was reported, and funding was also mobilized by non-governmental organizations and the private sector. International Assistance played an important role in supporting safeguarding efforts during the reporting periods of six of the elements reported in this cycle – three of which were inscribed in 2011, and three of which were inscribed in 2019, including an element to which International Assistance was granted together with its inscription. However, in some instances, the reports lacked specific details on the funds used and the funding sources for safeguarding activities.
13. The impact of COVID-19. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic was addressed in the majority of the reports submitted this cycle, with two exceptions. According to the reports, the pandemic caused health and welfare risks and posed social and psychological challenges to practitioners and communities. As healthcare was prioritized, budgetary constraints affected cultural sectors. Programmes were impeded, activities disrupted, halted and postponed, and timelines extended. The purchase of products related to some elements diminished, and workshops were closed. This all affected local economies and community livelihoods. Notwithstanding, the impact of the pandemic was mitigated by providing online alternatives for transmission and awareness-raising activities. These included using social networks and digital media, offering online podcasts, workshops, trainings, performances and virtual tours, and initiating the development of online learning platforms and online computer games related to the elements. The practice of elements mostly continued, and some practices even surged. However, as reported, online trainings did not provide the same quality as in-person transmission of knowledge and skills. 
14. Community participation. States mostly reported an increased number of bearers and practitioners and emphasized that people from diverse social backgrounds engaged in the practice of the inscribed elements. Community participation involved individual and collective engagements to safeguard the elements and to contribute to fundraising and reporting:
a. Diverse forms of participation in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage were reported. Communities, groups and individuals contributed to documentation, research, promotion and transmission through training and education. Engagement of younger generations was encouraged through activities aimed to raise the visibility of elements and the provision of related job opportunities. In several cases, States reported on diversified gender roles and women’s increased participation and crucial contribution to the transmission of elements, including by managing safeguarding spaces and mobilizing support for projects. In other cases, a gender imbalance was acknowledged, and distinct gender roles were followed. Training activities also involved people with special needs and incarcerated people. 
b. Networks of bearers and practitioners were developed. Traditional authorities were involved, and new community-based groups and broader organizational structures such as a permanent secretariat, consultative meetings, task forces, and intersectoral committees were established to safeguard elements and to monitor the effectiveness of the adopted measures. Indigenous governance and representation structures were crucial to safeguarding the elements of Indigenous Peoples. Non-governmental organizations were active in mobilizing communities, supporting safeguarding efforts, building capacities and raising funds. A gradually increasing engagement of teachers and educational institutions can be observed across several reports, as a result of targeted trainings, awareness-raising activities and the development of teaching materials. The contribution of museums was frequently mentioned, including to offer educational programmes and performance spaces. In some cases, tourism and nature protection authorities played a significant role in safeguarding inscribed elements, and private enterprises – especially those involving crafts – contributed to ensuring their transmission. UNESCO category 2 centres and the UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPNet) were also listed as partners. States reported on the importance of engaging local and regional authorities, cultivating diversified partnerships, ensuring greater coordination among stakeholders, and strengthening interinstitutional and intersectoral cooperation.
c. For the most part, updated safeguarding plans and reports were prepared with the participation of the communities, groups, individuals, non-governmental organizations and institutions concerned. This was ensured through fieldwork, dedicated meetings and workshops, and, in some cases, by using local languages. Some States and communities paid particular attention to the regular, participatory monitoring of safeguarding efforts. However, certain reports lacked specific information on community participation in updating safeguarding plans.
15. Viability and current risks. The viability was enhanced for nearly all elements. However, the risks have remained largely consistent with those identified previously in reports and nominations:
a. In terms of viability, wider social participation, increased interest of younger generations, and expanding practice was observed for some elements. Traditional modes of transmission continued to coexist with new learning possibilities developed through formal and non-formal education institutions and organizations. Products were innovated and new avenues to revitalize economic activities related to the elements were explored. Elements were also adapted to changing lifestyles and contemporary needs. Tourism was increasingly developed to raise awareness of elements and to boost demand for related products and services. 
b. With regard to current risks, States reported on declining populations, difficult socio-economic situations, rural to urban migration, the marginalization of Indigenous People, challenges enhancing gender balance in the practice of certain elements, advanced age and decreased number of practitioners, and the lack of interest among younger generations in learning and using traditional knowledge. The integration of elements in formal education programmes was reported to be challenging, and the transmission of local and indigenous languages is threatened. Other risks mentioned include climate change, environmental changes, the industrial use of natural environments in indigenous territories, mining, illegal logging and deforestation, other exploitative activities, and the reduction of natural resources used by local communities. States also reported on modest and insufficient funding, the appropriation of elements by third parties, and the influence of foreign cultural elements. In some rare cases, States reported on no further risks to safeguarding elements inscribed.
16. Updated safeguarding plans. The safeguarding plans were mostly updated in continuity with previous safeguarding measures implemented and aimed to address new safeguarding challenges and contexts. The plans encompass a wide range of activities focused on knowledge transmission, education, engagement of younger generations and awareness raising. These efforts are frequently directed through digital media platforms, dedicated exhibitions and festivals, tourism and economic activities. The plans address concerns such as gender balance, the rights of Indigenous Peoples, the impacts of climate change, and the risks associated with commercial activities. They entail a wide range of initiatives, including increased inventorying and research, and networking and capacity building for practitioners, with a special focus on supporting their livelihoods and forging new partnerships with stakeholders in the fields of environmental protection and natural resource management. The funding sources stem primarily from governmental institutions at various levels, private contributions and international funds. Only some reports envisage applying for International Assistance. In some instances, the reports lacked specific details regarding timelines and the available and planned funding sources.
17. Transfer requests. Five reports mentioned the desire to transfer an element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in the near future. Two additional reports incorporated the transfer goal in the updated safeguarding plans. This concerns six elements inscribed in 2011, and one element inscribed in 2015. Other reports in this cycle demonstrate that the viability of the element in question has been considerably enhanced, but do not foresee a possible transfer in the near future. At its ninth session, the General Assembly adopted a procedure for transferring an inscribed element from one List to another (Resolution 9.GA 9), which resulted in amendments to the Operational Directives (see paragraphs 20.2, 38.1, 38.2 and 39.2). The new procedure requires that a request to transfer an element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity be submitted using Form ICH-02 USL to RL, which is attached to the periodic reporting Form ICH-11 (paragraph 20.2 of the Operational Directives). States Parties are thus now able to submit transfer requests as part of the periodic reporting exercise.
18. Following the adoption of the MONDIACULT 2022 Declaration, and as endorsed by the Committee at its eighteenth session (Decision 18.COM 7.c), the proposed single global submission system of reports would require aligning the calendar of the three periodic reporting mechanisms of the 2003 Convention.The submission of reports on the status of elements of intangible cultural heritage that have been inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List is expected to follow a four-year cycle, with the single global submission timing starting on 30 June 2027 and every four years thereafter (Decision 18.COM 7.c). Pending the examination of the amendment to the Operational Directives by the eleventh session of the General Assembly in mid-2026, the draft decision for each report does not contain a specific date for the next report.
19. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Articles 7, 29 and 30 of the Convention concerning reports by States Parties and Chapter V of the Operational Directives,
3. Underlining the importance of periodic reporting on the status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, which serves as a key monitoring tool for the States Parties concerned and for the Committee to assess the viability of elements at risk;
4. Thanks the States Parties that submitted their reports on time, and appreciates the efforts of the State Party that submitted its overdue report;
5. Observes that the recommendations of the Committee provided in its previous decisions on the reports on the inscribed elements were mostly taken into account and reflected in updated safeguarding plans, and encourages States Parties to further improve the referencing when applicable, to provide full and up-to-date content in their future reports, and to avoid repeating the content of previous reports;
6. Congratulates States Parties for the improved viability of the inscribed elements, which is demonstrated by the increasing level of community engagement in safeguarding the element, in particular among younger generations, the extension of the geographical scope of certain practices, the emergence of new transmission methods and new types of organizations, partnerships and networks, and strengthened intersectoral cooperation; 
7. Reiterates the primary role played by the communities, groups and individuals concerned throughout all stages of the safeguarding plan, including the reporting stage, and invites reporting States to provide sufficient information on community participation in updating safeguarding plans;
8. Takes note of the measures taken by States Parties to address the broader environmental and socio-economic challenges, notably concerning a) economic dimensions of living heritage safeguarding or b) safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and climate change, that may be encountered in the implementation of the safeguarding plans of elements, and further invites reporting States to consider the outcomes of the UNESCO thematic initiative to enhance future efforts to safeguard elements in such contexts;
9. Further takes note that International Assistance granted under the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund has contributed to the implementation of safeguarding plans for several elements and encourages States in need of financial resources to request International Assistance from the Fund;
10. Further acknowledges that the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage could have a positive impact on gender equity, the rights of Indigenous Peoples and the revitalization of local and indigenous languages, and encourages reporting States to continue to pursue efforts to ensure increased gender balance in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, the representation of Indigenous People in decision-making, and the use of local and indigenous languages for the transmission of elements;
11. Takes note that five reports mentioned the wish of the reporting State Party to transfer an element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, while two other reports listed the transfer as a possible goal in the updated safeguarding plans;
12. Recalls that the designations employed in the reports presented by the States Parties do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Committee nor UNESCO concerning: (a) the legal status of any country, territory, city or area; (b) the legal status of its authorities, or (c) the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or (d) references to specific historical events;
13. Requests the Secretariat to undertake appropriate follow-up actions in order to ensure that the reporting States Parties are aware of the timing for the submission of their next reports in the context of the move towards the single global submission date system of periodic reporting; 
14. Decides to submit to the General Assembly at its eleventh session a summary of the reports of States Parties on the current status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding examined during the current session.


C.1. Assessments of the first reports and draft decisions
20. Belarus: ‘Spring rite of Juraŭski Karahod’ (consult the report)The Spring rite of Juraŭski Karahod is held every year on 6 May, the Day of Saint George, who is believed to be the protector of livestock and agriculture, blessing the land, people and animals at the beginning of Spring. The ritual includes a procession, songs, dances, games. It also entails preparing and sharing ritual bread and other ceremonial actions. The rite is transmitted within families, through informal learning in the community, and through educational programmes in schools. The Spring rite is practiced by all inhabitants of the village of Pogost, Zhitkovichi district, Gomel region, and it has specific gender roles. It contributes to the preservation of the cultural identity of the region, unites the local community through joint activities, and conveys messages of harmony between people and nature. 
21. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2019 and International Assistance support from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund was granted for the implementation of the safeguarding plan. The project was implemented between December 2020 and June 2024 (the present report was submitted in December 2023). According to Decision 14.COM 10.a.5, the State Party was requested to submit biennial reports following the inscription of this element. Since there was no reporting in 2022, this is the first report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
22. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. As reported, safeguarding measures have been largely implemented following the approved plan. The initial ethnographic expedition permitted the identification and documentation of several living heritage elements, some of which were included in the National Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory. Audio-visual materials were produced and became part of a new archive in Pogost. An intangible cultural heritage anthology was published, and a strategy for the safeguarding and promotion of the rite was developed and integrated into the Regional Complex of Measures for the Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Gomel Region for 2021–2025 and into the Strategy for Sustainable Development of Eastern Polesie until 2030. A centre for local traditions was established in the village club of Pogost to host local community meetings and leisure activities and to promote knowledge exchange.
23. A series of capacity-building workshops for local residents and staff of local cultural institutions was held. As a result, several programmes introducing local living heritage to visitors were developed. A local festival called ‘Juraüski Karahod invites friends’ was organized in 2022 to encourage participants to resume the practice of the element in their villages. A summer folklore school was established to allow young people to learn directly from local bearers and to support residents in their endeavours to safeguard local traditions in collaboration with local schools. The visibility of the element was also ensured through mass media, online publications, and social networks, with the support of young local activists and cultural institutions. As reported, the safeguarding measures contributed to uniting the community around their living heritage and fostering respect for living heritage among young people.
24. During the COVID-19 pandemic, locals performed the ritual with a limited circle of participants, without visitors. The implementation timeline for the safeguarding activities had to be extended due to the impact of the pandemic. Safeguarding activities were implemented with in-kind contributions from communities and with the support of domestic public funds, sponsorship and International Assistance under the 2003 Convention’s Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
25. Community participation. As reported, all residents of the village of Pogost participate in the ritual regardless of age, social status or gender. The number of participants in the Spring rite is increasing, and young people are demonstrating growing interest and involvement in the practice. The safeguarding measures were developed and implemented by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Centre of the Belarusian State University of Culture and Arts, in close cooperation with the local community, state and local authorities, experts, non-governmental organizations, and cultural and educational institutions, including the Turov Museum of Local Lore and the Pripyatsky National Park. Representatives of communities, cultural institutions, and the Belarusian State University of Culture and Arts participated in preparing the report.
26. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the viability of the element has been improved, the element is performed and safeguarded by its bearers, and there are concerted community efforts to continue safeguarding it. However, the element is threatened by such factors as the aging population, globalization, folklorization, lack of job opportunities in the village, and the general socio-economic situation in the region. Furthermore, the lack of schools and young people in Pogost village makes it difficult to safeguard the element. In recent years, the rite has been organized in neighbouring villages to involve more demographically stable communities. As reported, the motivation and involvement of bearers in neighbouring villages has increased, in particular after the local festival held in 2022, to which they were invited.
27. A strategy for the revival, practice and promotion of the element was elaborated as part of the safeguarding plan. The updated safeguarding plan includes organizing a regional festival in the village of Pogost, creating a website dedicated to the intangible cultural heritage of Pogost, enriching existing websites of cultural and educational institutions, and conducting educational activities in schools, libraries and cultural institutions. With the involvement of youth organizations, a community protocol and rules of behaviour will be developed for guests, media representatives and tourists participating in the Spring rite. The timetable for future activities is focused mostly on the year 2024. Safeguarding measures are planned to be implemented with the support of International Assistance under the 2003 Convention’s Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, domestic public funds, and funds from other sources.
28. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.1 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decision 14.COM 10.a.5, 
3. Expresses its appreciation to Belarus for submitting, on time, its first report on the status of the element ‘Spring rite of Juraŭski Karahod’, inscribed in 2019 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by advancing its documentation and research, integrating its safeguarding in regional development plans, enhancing its visibility, attracting young participants, establishing a local traditions centre and an archive in Pogost, increasing the competencies of local cultural institutions, and strengthening the viability of the element;
5. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to safeguard the element, organize educational activities, engage youth in the practice and promotion of the element, strengthen the involvement of bearers and local communities, and ensure respect for customary practices governing access to specific aspects of this heritage;
6. Invites the State Party to pursue its efforts to overcome current risks to the viability of the element, including the risks of de-contextualization and folklorization, and to heed the impacts of tourism on the safeguarding of the element;
7. Further invites the State Party to continue ensuring broad community participation, including bearers and practitioners of the element in updating, implementing and reporting on the safeguarding activities, and to provide information on the updated safeguarding plans in its next report;
8. Notes also that the project supported by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund through the International Assistance mechanism in 2019 was implemented according to the approved plan, and encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts and to develop synergies among various funding sources;

Botswana: ‘Seperu folkdance and associated practices’ (consult the report)
29. Seperu folkdance and associated practices involves singing, dancing and enacting sacred and secret rituals that are featured during milestone ceremonies in the lives of community members, such as during initiation ceremonies, weddings and funerals. It is performed by male and female practitioners of Veekuhane communities, with their roles clearly defined. Women form a horseshoe and dance at selected points of the song, and the leading males select the women by using the flywhisk. Seperu folkdance is performed in several villages along the Chobe River by groups led by ingongi (master practitioners). The element provides Veekuhane communities with a sense of identity, social cohesion and pride, reinforcing tribal bonds.
30. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2019. This is the first report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element. Assistance was granted from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund by the Bureau of the Committee in March 2023 (Decision 18.COM 1.BUR 4.1) for safeguarding the element, and the project is being implemented between August 2023 and February 2025.
31. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. As reported, the safeguarding plan has been partially implemented, and its activities have been effective. The element has been incorporated in the school system in Chobe District, enhancing its visibility and viability. Six schools now allow students to engage in the practice of the element as an extracurricular activity. Seperu clubs in schools were also established and the capacities of their coordinators were strengthened by ingongi who used traditional modes of transmission and trained coordinators in twelve schools, significantly increasing youth engagement. During the reporting period, four extracurricular Seperu folkdance groups recruited young people as members and apprentices, thus increasing the number of practitioners. However, the practitioners are still predominantly elders. Research to document the production of mushishi (traditional dress) across the Chobe District resulted in the identification of twelve dressmakers and also aimed to identify the commercial potential of the attire for the benefit of local communities. Furthermore, a community-based organization called Cisiyankulu hosted an annual festival for the element. Coverage by local newspapers, radio stations and the national television channel enhanced visibility of the element. Communities provided in-kind support to safeguard the element and the Government of Botswana and the Ministry of Youth, Gender, Sport and Culture provided financial and technical assistance.
32. Community participation. According to the report, bearers and practitioners of the element have been at the forefront of implementing the safeguarding measures, facilitated by ingongi. The measures have also improved the status of the ingongi at the local and national levels. The Chobe District Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee, comprised of village chiefs, non-governmental organizations, women and youth representatives, and other stakeholders, coordinated the implementation of safeguarding measures and ensured community participation throughout. The Seperu Folk Dance Association, a non-governmental organization representing all groups who practice the element, was established and formally registered. Its Administrative Committee, selected through a democratic voting process, is made up of people of different genders and age groups. This organization will manage the implementation of the safeguarding plan, which was updated by the communities, groups and individuals concerned, including six (male and female) master practitioners, with the participation of other stakeholders. The report was drafted by a team of researchers who collected data in all the villages where the element is practised and interviewed master practitioners, bearers, traditional leaders and other stakeholders. The report was completed and validated in a workshop with the community.
33. Viability and current risks. As reported, the social and cultural functions of the element and its viability have been strengthened, and its visibility has increased within and beyond the Chobe District. The coronation of a new Munitenge (paramount chief of Veekuhane) took place, following the abdication of the former chief to allow his son to take over. This ceremony brought together Veekuhane community members. Elements related to the ceremony were enacted by men and women together with youth, positively impacting the visibility and viability of the element and instilling a sense of pride and self-respect among community members, including youth. While the coronation strengthened traditional modes of transmission, the element still faces threats, such as rural-urban migration and modernization. The report indicates that the participation of men in Seperu performing groups has increased but is still below expectations, while master practitioners are ageing and no longer able to engage in the practice of the element as they once did. 
34. The updated safeguarding plan retains the major objectives of the previous plan. However, further details are needed on the time frame for the implementation of future activities. Documentation and research on the element are planned to be continued, and master practitioners will provide training to new practitioners, students and Seperu school club coordinators. Promotional activities are envisaged, including through an annual cultural festival and an annual mushishi fashion show, as well as through the production of a booklet and video on the element. Training of tailors on intellectual property rights is also envisaged. Most of the activities are planned to be financed by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, complemented by community and governmental support. 
35. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_1]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.2 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decision 14.COM 10.a.1, 
3. Expresses its appreciation to Botswana for submitting, on time, its first report on the status of the element ‘Seperu folkdance and associated practices’, inscribed in 2019 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by engaging master practitioners to provide training to apprentices, enhancing the transmission of the element through Seperu clubs in schools, increasing youth engagement, continuing research and documentation on the element, and strengthening its viability; 
5. Further takes note of the establishment of the Seperu Folk Dance Association, bringing together all Seperu groups and their members, including youth, and encourages the State Party to finalize the registration of this non-governmental organization and to support its future work, enhancing community participation in safeguarding; 
6. Further encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to document and transmit the element to younger generations, to organize trainings of teachers and provide possibilities to learn the element in schools, to engage youth in the practice of the element, to encourage the participation of women and men, and to continue community-based safeguarding efforts;
7. Invites the State Party to consider the possible risks of commercialization of the associated practices of the element, such as making and wearing mushishi (traditional dress), and the impact such commercialization may have on the social and cultural functions and meanings of the element;
8. Further invites the State Party to provide a fully updated safeguarding plan in its next report, with a detailed time frame for the implementation of future activities;
9. Notes also that International Assistance was provided in 2023 to sustain the element, and encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts and to develop synergies among various funding sources.
Pakistan: ‘Suri Jagek (observing the sun), traditional meteorological and astronomical practice based on the observation of the sun, moon and stars in reference to the local topography’ (consult the report)
36. Suri Jagek is a knowledge system of observing the sun, moon, stars and shadows. It demonstrates the relationship of the Kalasha people to their immediate geographical context. Suri Jagek is based on empirical observations and passed on through oral transmission, in stories, songs and proverbs. Observatories called Suri Jagaekein and markings are used in villages in the three Kalasha valleys: Mumuret (Bumburet), Biriu (Birir) and Rukmu (Rumbur). Suri Jagek has a central role in the socio-cultural practices and economic viability of Kalasha communities. It is used to govern the Kalasha calendar, forecast weather, predict calamities, and plan agricultural and livestock husbandry practices. Its bearers are mostly individuals involved in farming and livestock rearing. While men observe all heavenly bodies, women practise a part of this knowledge to govern routine household chores and home-bound rituals.
37. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2018. This is the first report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
38. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. As reported, the element has been transmitted in informal settings of communal spaces and through education. A syllabus book for schools was written by a representative of the Kalasha people, covering most of the theoretical, conceptual and practical knowledge of the element. Traditional storytelling was revived under the supervision of traditional storytellers and through competitions in the Kalasha region at intra and inter-valley levels. Knowledge on associated rituals and herbal medicine are being documented and transmitted. Media campaigns and provincial and national level awareness-raising programmes for the general public and tourists increased the visibility of Kalasha communities and their heritage, and raised awareness about the element’s vulnerability. Such activities have triggered interest to learn and safeguard this traditional knowledge, including among younger generations. Furthermore, improvements to the road to the Kalasha valleys are underway to facilitate access to the communities. Safeguarding measures were implemented with the support of governmental and non-governmental organizations and community and individual inputs. They were coordinated by the National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) and the National Heritage and Culture Division, in cooperation with other institutions. A few challenges affected government interventions, such as a lack of resources, government staff turnover, and the lockdowns during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
39. Community participation. According to the report, community-based groups were formed in each valley to orally transmit the traditional knowledge to youth from the same lineage. Forty-five boys and men and thirty-one girls and women between the ages of eleven and forty have started learning Suri Jagek under the mentorship of senior experts. Traditional modes of transmission and settings were used, as well as hands-on practice, to enhance the viability of this knowledge. Competitions were also held under the supervision of senior experts. A research team facilitated community consultative meetings. Two local non-governmental organizations, the Kalasha Peoples Welfare Society and the Kalasha Peoples Development Network, contributed to safeguarding the element. National cultural organizations and provincial cultural and tourism authorities and universities also contributed to carrying out safeguarding activities. The report and the updated safeguarding plan were prepared though a participatory, consultative process realized in all three Kalasha valleys, with contributions from community representatives, non-governmental organizations, local schools, governmental institutions at local, provincial and national levels, and other stakeholders.
40. Viability and current risks. As reported, the socio-cultural meaning of the element to people living in the three Kalasha valleys has been safeguarded. The viability of the element is less threatened. However, its practice and transmission are still negatively impacted by threats such as the formalization of education and the use of contemporary knowledge for weather predictions. Scarce natural resources, such as crops, forests and livestock, make living conditions hard for Kalasha communities. Deforestation affects the availability of wood to heat communal places, while the search for livelihoods outside the community affects its overall viability.
41. The updated safeguarding plan aims to continue transmitting the element to younger generations. Sessions at a community-owned school are planned to transmit the element through storytelling, traditions and proverbs. Storytelling competitions among school children are planned. Furthermore, the community has acknowledged the role of the Kalasha language in the practice of the element and the importance of acquiring reading and writing skills at schools. As a result, Kalasha language learning is planned in public primary schools in the Kalasha Valleys. A study on the local knowledge of managing natural resources will be carried out, and reforestation is envisaged. Work on the preservation of observatories and markings will continue in all villages across the three valleys, and community-owned spaces for religious and socio-cultural gatherings will be expanded. Governmental bodies and the Kalasha community will provide human resources for implementing the safeguarding plan. However, some aims and activities outlined in the previous safeguarding plan are not addressed in this report and are not part of the updated safeguarding plan. These include efforts to increase female representation and social cohesion in knowledge dissemination, to form a Kalasha Valleys youth group, and to train teachers, among others.
42. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_2]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.3 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
1. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decision 13.COM 10.a.6, 
3. Expresses its appreciation to Pakistan for submitting its first report on the status of the element ‘Suri Jagek (observing the sun), traditional meteorological and astronomical practice based on the observation of the sun, moon and stars in reference to the local topography’, inscribed in 2018 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, which was initially due for submission by 15 December 2022;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by raising awareness about the element and strengthening its transmission through informal settings within Kalasha communities and in formal education, engaging youth in learning the element and continuing its practice among men and women, documenting the element, and ensuring a participatory safeguarding process; 
5. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to study and transmit the element to younger generations, to strengthen its transmission in education, to develop Kalasha language education in government-run schools, to preserve spaces associated with the element, and to support the renewal of natural resources within the Kalasha valleys;
6. Invites the State Party to continue adopting a participatory and inclusive approach to safeguarding, involving all members of the community, and enhancing the participation of men and women in the safeguarding and management of the element;
7. Further encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts, develop synergies among various funding sources, and consider utilising the International Assistance mechanism of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund as a possible funding source for the development and implementation of the safeguarding measures;
8. Further takes note that the Secretariat informed the State Party at least nine months prior to the deadline of 15 December 2022 about the required submission of its first report on the status of this element, and further encourages the State party to submit its next report on time.
Philippines: ‘Buklog, thanksgiving ritual system of the Subanen’ (consult the report)
43. Buklog is a complex ritual to pay respects and express gratitude to the spirits, including for a bountiful harvest, welcoming of a new leader, healing and recovery from illness or calamity, and other reasons. It is practised by the Subanen Indigenous People, mostly in the Zamboanga Peninsula in the southern Philippines, and is usually transmitted within the family and through community leaders. This spiritual and creative expression is performed on an elevated structure made of bamboo and other wood, which is considered a sacred and social space. Buklog recognizes the importance of the environment and promotes the sustainable use of natural resources. It also reinforces the identity of the Subanen, celebrates unity, and promotes solidarity, harmony and inclusivity. 
44. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2019. This is the first report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
45. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. As reported, the knowledge and skills related to the element were transmitted to younger generations through teaching in community-based Schools of Living Traditions. Twelve such schools were established in different municipalities. Cultural masters and bearers taught young students using different traditional approaches, and women’s organizations helped to facilitate schools’ activities. A similar institution provided lessons for the general public, including storytelling sessions. The Department of Education included the Buklog in the Indigenous Peoples Education Programme, and a learning guide on the Buklog was prepared in a Subanen language. Documentation of the element continued, including through the production of a video documentary and an e-learning course. Different national government agencies, local government units and non-governmental organizations provided technical and financial assistance for Subanen communities to safeguard the element. Collaborations with UNESCO Category 2 Centres contributed to documentation and research. When the COVID-19 pandemic emerged as a new threat to the welfare of communities and practitioners, local governments prioritized healthcare. The pandemic thus impeded safeguarding programmes and halted many activities. However, observance of the ritual surged during lockdowns. 
46. Community participation. As reported, the community has been very much involved in the practice of the element. Its transmission usually takes place within the family and through community leaders. Indigenous governance structures are reported to be strong and functioning, and an Indigenous Peoples Structure led by the thimuay/timuay (a community leader) and balyan (a ritual specialist) has been key to safeguarding the ritual. However, a noticeable decrease in the number of balyan was observed even in municipalities with large Subanen populations. The Zamboanga del Sur provincial government formed a Provincial Task Force Buklog to streamline safeguarding activities, and organized the First Subanen Summit, resulting in the formation of the Subane Council of Elders. Several municipal task forces were also established in the province. Furthermore, the Subanen community is represented at the local government level through the Indigenous Peoples’ Mandatory Representative, selected by community members. Interagency cooperation was expanded, and collaborations among community leaders, provincial and local government offices, civil society organizations, national government agencies and international organizations have contributed to implementing safeguarding measures. Consultation meetings and community workshops were held to update the safeguarding plan and prepare the report, with the active participation of community members, representatives from provincial and local governments and civil society organizations. 
47. [bookmark: _Hlk180490458]Viability and current risks. According to the report, the inscription of the element resulted in increased awareness and pride in Subanen culture, renewed interest and improved viability of the element. Its practice has increased, and a total of fourteen rituals were performed between 2019 and 2023, including those within families. Threats to the viability of the element remain, and most of these are beyond the community’s control. As reported, there is a lack of legislation that is responsive to the safeguarding of the element and their ancestral lands have been continuously under threat from armed conflicts and the influx of settlers, resulting in the displacement of Subanen communities. Loss of space and difficulty in gathering the materials needed for the Buklog ritual are also reported. Illegal logging, other exploitative activities, and climate change have an adverse effect on the availability of trees and plants used for the Buklog. The report points out that Subanen communities often face high poverty rates, which forces their members to find work outside the community. Furthermore, the lack of resources disrupts the practice of the element and diminishes its frequency. 
48. The updated ‘Comprehensive Safeguarding Plan’ entails strengthening existing projects and activities, transmission of knowledge to Subanen youth, documentation and research, and institutionalization at the local and provincial levels. It envisages several major objectives. First, to expand the number of Schools of Living Traditions and favour cultural exchange activities among Subanen communities. Second, to strengthen structures representing Indigenous Peoples and to promote the rights of the Subanen communities, especially in the practice of their traditions. Third, to support natural resource management by establishing learning farms to demonstrate Indigenous farming, protect forests and promote sustainable communal gardens. Fourth, to form a Buklog Task Force in other areas. Finally, to support documentation and research, engage local researchers in cultural mapping to inform policy development, and develop orthographies of Subanen languages. Government agencies, civil society and other organizations will provide technical, financial or in-kind support to carry out these safeguarding measures. 
49. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_3]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.4 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decision 14.COM 10.a.4, 
3. Expresses its appreciation to Philippines for submitting, on time, its first report on the status of the element ‘Buklog, thanksgiving ritual system of the Subanen’, inscribed in 2019 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by encouraging its transmission within families and communities and through education, especially in the Schools of Living Traditions, featuring the element as part of an Indigenous Peoples Education Programme, developing learning materials in an indigenous Subanen language, and successfully raising awareness and improving the viability of the element; 
5. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to transmit the element to younger generations, including through education, to develop orthographies of indigenous Subanen languages, to strengthen the structures of indigenous representation in decision-making, to ensure participatory safeguarding and favour cultural exchanges among communities, and to enhance collaborations among institutions and organizations;
6. Notes with concern the reduced space associated with the element, and the declining frequency of its practice by Subanen communities, along with the growing challenges in gathering necessary materials due to human activities and the impacts of climate change;
7. Invites the State Party to support Subanen communities in their efforts to access and utilize ancestral lands and to ensure sustainable management of natural resources, including through the protection of forests, in order to secure materials to use for the practice of the element.
[bookmark: _Hlk181002027]Mali: ‘Cultural practices and expressions linked to the ‘M’Bolon’, a traditional musical percussion instrument’ (consult the report)
50. Cultural practices and expressions linked to the ‘M’Bolon’, a traditional musical percussion instrument, are characteristic to Senoufo, Bambara, Minianka and Malinke communities in southern Mali. M’Bolon is played at ceremonies, such as weddings, baptisms, receptions, and funerals, and there are distinct uses for the single-stringed and two-stringed M’Bolon and for the three-stringed and four-stringed M’Bolon. These practices and expressions are inherited from generation to generation within families, as well as through apprenticeship, and they transmit the values of social cohesion, living together, peace and development.
51. At the time of inscription in 2021, State Party was requested to submit biennial reports for the four years after the inscription of this element. This is the first report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element. International Assistance has also been granted from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for the safeguarding plans for the transfer of three elements of Mali’s intangible cultural heritage inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List, including this element. The request was granted by the Bureau of the eighteenth session of the Committee in 2023 (Decision 18.COM 3.BUR 3.2), and the project is being implemented between April 2024 and March 2026, which is after the reporting period covered by this report.
52. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, M’Bolon has been played at official events at local and national level, and at various ceremonies. Information sessions were carried out with the participation of local authorities, associations, and younger generations. Documentation and research activities were realized. The element was promoted through radio programs on several occasions during reporting period, and the Ministry of Culture, local authorities and communities have supported the organization of festivals dedicated to playing M’Bolon. The report does not provide information on several activities initially planned, such as the establishment of a documentation centre on the element and lacks information on funding sources for implementing safeguarding activities. It is difficult to assess the effectiveness of the safeguarding plan, as the information provided in the report on the implementation of the safeguarding measures and their overall effectiveness is very similar to that contained in the other report presented by Mali to the present session of the Committee, and references another element inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List. Furthermore, there is a lack of updated information on the implementation of the safeguarding plan, with no clear distinction between the activities that were implemented prior to the inscription, as described in the nomination file, and those that were carried out afterwards, as described in the report. The timetable of activities implemented, instead of referring to past activities, includes a description of future activities planned as part of the project to which the International Assistance has been granted.
53. Community participation. The associations established to promote the element receive an initial financial support for launching their activities. During this reporting period, the association of M’Bolon players of Kolondieba has obtained a permanent space serving as its headquarters. As reported, there is a growing number of such associations. However, the report does not provide quantitative or qualitative data to demonstrate such an increase. In some communities, commissions on intangible cultural heritage safeguarding have been created, consisting of representatives of customary authorities and local administrations. However, the report lacks information on whether such commissions have been established in all the regions, where the element is spread. It is difficult to assess community participation in safeguarding activities during the reporting period, as there is a lack of updated information, with no clear distinction between the participation of communities in the process of nomination, as described in the nomination file, and in further safeguarding activities, as described in the report. As reported, a part of the communities has participated to express proposals for updating the safeguarding plan, and it is intended to involve other communities till the end of 2024. According to the report, it was prepared with the participation of communities and associations; however, the information provided in the report on community participation lacks specificity. 
54. Viability and current risks. As reported, despite the threats caused by globalization, new ways of life, other sociocultural transformations, security crises, and insufficiency of resources, the element continues to be viable in its communities of bearers in Mali. However, it is difficult to assess the current viability of the element, as the relevant information provided in the report is the same as the information provided in the nomination file.
55. The updated safeguarding plan includes such activities as the organization of information sessions and trainings for communities and civil society organizations, documentation and research, presentation of research results to local communities and associations, promotion of the element at radio programs, organization of discussions for younger generations at educational institutions, and production of promotional materials. It is also planned to train tourist guides on the element. The National Directorate of Cultural Heritage will participate in implementing the plan, and governmental funding is envisaged for safeguarding activities; however, the amounts indicated seem to lack clarity in terms of currencies. The report informs that work sessions are planned to involve bearer communities to discuss the possibility to remove the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List, in line with the defined goal of the International Assistance request to transfer the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List.
56. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_17]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.5 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decision 16.COM 8.a.3, 
Expresses its appreciation to Mali for submitting, on time, its first biennial report on the status of the element ‘Cultural practices and expressions linked to the ‘M’Bolon’, a traditional musical percussion instrument’, inscribed in 2021 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by creating opportunities to perform the element, providing support for community associations, documenting and promoting the element and raising awareness about it among younger generations; 
Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to safeguard the element, to support and strengthen its practice, promote its social and cultural values, transmit knowledge and skills to younger generations, advance documentation and research, and involve communities in developing safeguarding measures in response to the current needs; 
Invites the State Party to provide, in its next report on the status of this element, specific information on safeguarding measures implemented and results achieved between 2024 and the submission of this next report in 2025, and up-to-date information on community participation in safeguarding activities and the viability of the element;
Further notes that only a part of communities has been involved in preparing the updated safeguarding plan, and also invites the State Party to ensure full participation of communities, groups and non-governmental organizations concerned in updating the safeguarding plan and to reflect it in its next report on the status of this element;
Also notes that International Assistance was provided in 2023 to prepare a transfer of the element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity; 
Further encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts, develop synergies among various funding sources, and further invites the State Party to reflect the financial contribution of all funding sources in its future reports.


Mauritius: ‘Sega tambour Chagos’ (consult the report)
57. Sega tambour Chagos is a music genre composed and performed by former inhabitants of the Chagos Islands Archipelago, from where Chagossians were forcibly expelled. The lyrics concern the landscape of the Archipelago, the present environment and diverse themes, such as narrations of happiness, sadness and rebellion. Sega tambour Chagos is sung in the Chagossian Creole language and accompanied by musical instruments and dancing. It is performed by women and men at informal and formal occasions, including seaside social gatherings and festive events. It contributes to a sense of identity, self-confidence, pride and cohesion for the community of practitioners.
58. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2019. The first biennial report was examined by the Committee in 2022. This is the second biennial report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
59. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, knowledge and skills of the element have been transmitted to youth through the establishment of two Sega tambour Chagos schools, which provide courses in music and dance. Classes are attended by both girls (22) and boys (23) between the ages of 7 and 17, who learn to practise singing, playing tambour, triyang and maravann, and dancing. Traditional musical instruments, clothes, and spaces at social centres have been provided for training sessions. The elders train younger generations, who are encouraged to compose their own songs and melodies. As reported, these schools provide pedagogical support and social sustenance for Chagossian culture, engaging talented young people in the practice of the element. Safeguarding of the element was supported by the funding and human resources of governmental institutions, namely the Ministry of Arts and Cultural Heritage, the National Heritage Fund, the Nelson Mandela Centre for African Culture, and the Chagossian Welfare Fund. Assistance from the community has been mobilized.
60. Regarding the previous Decision 17.COM 6.a.3 of the Committee, in which it encouraged the State Party to raise the visibility of the element and advance research, it is reported that Chagossian culture was showcased at the International Creole Day, Chagos Culture Day, at the annual Festival Kreol and Sega Tambour Night ‘Sware Tambour Chagos’, at national celebrations, and through a cultural exchange programme with Reunion Island. The element has been promoted through television, radio and social media. The documentation of stories and knowledge of practitioners, planned in the nomination of the element and the updated safeguarding plan of the previous report, were not addressed in the present report.
61. Community participation. As reported, safeguarding of the element was ensured through the active and effective participation of the communities concerned. Many people of Chagossian descent started to show interest in the practice of the element after its inscription, and the element is now enjoyed by other communities in Mauritius and in the United Kingdom. There are two active practising groups: the Tambour Chagos Group and the Zenerasion Chagossian Group. Gender roles have also become more diversified: while the element used to be performed primarily by women, it has become increasingly performed by men, and young girls have started to play the tambour, which was traditionally played by men only. Young artists have had new opportunities to perform the element. Governmental institutions organized consultative meetings, in the Creole language, with the community of Chagossians (including youth and elders, artists and community organizations) on safeguarding the element and on the periodic report. Moreover, the non-governmental organization Chagos Refugee Group facilitated dialogue within the community.
62. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the viability and visibility of the element have increased following inscription, and awareness among community members has been enhanced. The element used to be practised primarily in houses. It is now performed in new spaces and at cultural events and broadcasted through media. Public attention and recognition have contributed to the revitalization of the element. However, there is a declining population born in Chagos, and the new generation born outside has less knowledge about the element and the landscape of the Archipelago. Funding to support the teaching of young artists and the organization of events is reported to be modest. Furthermore, as reported, the element is being used by third parties without the community’s consent, and its lyrics have been appropriated by non-Chagossian artists. As observed in the report, not all Chagossian artists register their songs and lyrics at the Mauritius Society of Authors. As a result, no legal action can be taken to address the misuse of their creations.
63. The updated safeguarding plan has a time frame of two years and has the same objectives as the ones defined in the first biennial report, focusing on the transmission of the element, especially to younger generations, and on ensuring the viability and increasing the visibility of the element. Key activities to reach these objectives include training programmes, particularly for youth, national recognition of the bearers and practitioners of the element, annual promotional events, and dissemination through national and regional radio and television. Capacity-building workshops are planned for communities, and regular working sessions will be conducted to address the copyright issues related to the element. A new cultural space for the element will be provided at the International Slavery Museum. The budget for future activities is almost the same as the budget presented in the previous report. Safeguarding activities will continue to be supported by governmental institutions, including through the National Arts Fund and the Artists Assistance Scheme.
64. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_4]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.6 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 14.COM 10.a.3 and 17.COM 6.a.3, 
3. Expresses its appreciation to Mauritius for submitting, on time, its second biennial report on the status of the element ‘Sega tambour Chagos’, inscribed in 2019 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by sustaining the transmission of the element to younger generations through Sega tambour Chagos schools, promoting the element and providing new possibilities for its performance, increasing the participation of male and female practitioners and diversifying their roles, and raising awareness about the element among the general public; 
5. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to address the threats to the viability of the element, to continue its intergenerational transmission and the recognition of its bearers and practitioners, to promote the element and build the capacities of the community to safeguard it, and to consider possibilities to document stories and knowledge of practitioners of the element, as planned in the nomination and the first biennial report;
6. Invites the State Party to continue paying particular attention to the significance of the use of Chagossian Creole language to safeguard the element, to ensure its viability and to plan further safeguarding measures;
7. Further encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts, develop synergies among various funding sources, and consider the International Assistance mechanism under the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund as a possible source of funding for the development and implementation of the safeguarding measures for the element.
Mongolia: ‘Coaxing ritual for camels’ (consult the report)
65. The coaxing ritual for camels is performed by herders and musicians and involves the use of special words, singing and playing musical instruments. It is a method of communication between the herder and the animal using a lyric melody. Mother camels give birth to their babies in harsh and dusty spring conditions, which may result in the loss of the mother or baby. The ritual is performed to strengthen the bond between a mother camel and a newborn orphan or rejected baby camel. It keeps the camel population from declining and is recognized as an integral part of the nomadic lifestyle in Mongolia.
66. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2015. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2020. This is the second report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
67. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, research on the element was carried out in some provinces and funding was allocated to support herders in their efforts of raising baby camels. An educational programme for children was developed at a local museum. The capacities of cultural heritage specialists and directors of local cultural centres on documentation and inventorying of intangible cultural heritage were strengthened. The element was promoted through ‘Camel festivals’ organized annually in several provinces, hosting exhibitions, presentations of the element and competitions of camels, and at the ‘Nomadic Mongolia 2022’ festival. As reported, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and difficulties associated with natural, climatic and economic circumstances, the safeguarding plan could not be fully implemented. Formal and informal trainings were cancelled, and activities to support households in obtaining musical instruments used for the element, such as the horse fiddle and flute, and to develop family members’ skills of coaxing and playing musical instruments, could not be fulfilled. Instead, online podcasts for raising awareness about the element were organized, with presentations by representatives of governmental institutions. Safeguarding efforts were supported by national and local government sources.
68. Regarding the previous Decision 15.COM 7.7 of the Committee, in which it encouraged the State Party to extend the geographical scope of the safeguarding activities within its territory and to continue building partnerships, it is reported that revitalization and promotion measures were implemented and training workshops organized in the western region of Mongolia, and community consultations on the expansion of the element were held at provincial, regional and national levels. Cooperation among central and local governmental institutions and cultural and media organizations has increased. Regarding the previously identified risk of decontextualization of the element at festivals and competitions, is the report acknowledges that festivals have caused the essence of the element to fade, with fewer activities organized for disseminating the knowledge and practices associated with the element.
69. Community participation. As reported, practitioners of the element have been active in reviving, promoting and transmitting the ritual, and have conducted apprenticeships. Some practitioners have been recognized and awarded at the national and provincial levels. Consultative meetings have been held at national and provincial levels on safeguarding the ritual, with participation of practitioners and representatives of governmental and non-governmental organizations. The report and the updated safeguarding plan were prepared with the participation of practitioners and local heritage specialists.
70. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the number of camel herders has increased in some provinces following the element’s inscription. However, their overall number has decreased, and traditional pastoralism is in decline. In some provinces, the viability of the element is reported to be very weak or on the verge of disappearance. Furthermore, practitioners of the element are mostly of advanced age. Mining in the Gobi area and migration to urban areas continue to have a negative impact on the viability of the element. The impact of environmental changes on the decrease in numbers of practitioners is also reported.
71. The updated safeguarding plan was developed in line with national planning documents. It includes activities such as: (a) conducting field research and creating a database; (b) improving the legal and policy framework, including for developing tourism based on the element and integrating cultural heritage education in the curricula of primary and secondary schools; (c) raising public awareness, with a special focus on young audiences and educational programmes; (d) organizing apprenticeship training for young herders, including on playing traditional musical instruments; (e) developing products and services related to the element; and (f) organizing a national conference on the element, including on its practice in the western region of Mongolia. In addition to governmental funding, International Assistance will be requested for the implementation of the safeguarding measures.
72. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
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The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 10.COM 10.a.5 and 15.COM 7.7, 
3. Expresses its appreciation to Mongolia for submitting, on time, its second report on the status of the element ‘Coaxing ritual for camels’, inscribed in 2015 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by supporting camel herders, recognizing and awarding the practitioners of the element, developing educational programmes for children, advancing research, building the capacities of cultural professionals, and raising public awareness about the element, including through the festival ‘Nomadic Mongolia’ that features several inscribed elements and promotes the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage;
5. Notes with concern the decreasing number of camel herders, the advanced age of the practitioners of the element, and its reported weak viability and disappearance in some provinces, and notes also the promotion and revitalization of the element in the western region of Mongolia and strengthened partnerships to safeguard the element;
6. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to enhance the viability of the element, to support camel herders in practising the element, including providing support to acquire the musical instruments used for the element, to transmit the element and all associated aspects to young generations, especially by training young herders and developing educational programmes, and to advance research and raise public awareness about the element;
7. Further takes note of the festivals and competitions organized to promote the element, and invites the State Party to address their reported negative impact on the transmission of the knowledge and practices associated with the element;
8. Notes also the plan to develop tourism based on the element, and further invites the State Party to take particular care to avoid the decontextualization of the element in tourism-related performances and to ensure that bearers and their communities benefit from the use of their heritage;
9. Further encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts, develop synergies among various funding sources, and consider International Assistance under the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund as a possible source of funding for the development and implementation of the safeguarding measures for the element.
Portugal: ‘Manufacture of cowbells’ (consult the report)
73. The manufacture of cowbells involves the know-how of making a metal idiophone using metallurgical and musical skills. Cowbells are manufactured by men using traditional methods. All essential stages of cowbell making, namely cold moulding, assembly of the different constituent parts, claying and tuning, are done manually. Idiophones are bought and used by shepherds, as a signalling device for their animals, and also by tourists and collectors. The transmission of the element has changed from a family context to companies, sustaining the practice of this pastoralism-related heritage.
74. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2015. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2021. This is the second report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
75. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, the sale of cowbells is the major driver to safeguard the element, and it has been affected by several factors. Climate change-caused drought, especially in the south of Portugal, has resulted in a lack of underground water and consequently a lack of pasture. This has led livestock producers to prioritize feeding their animals rather than buying new cowbells. Moreover, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of promotional events decreased, the purchase of cowbells diminished, and a recently opened workshop was closed because of its inability to survive economically. The rise in prices and fall in availability of raw materials have also created challenges to the practice of the element. None of the actions proposed in the safeguarding plan could be carried out since 2021. This also affected research, as the element did not generate academic interest during the reporting period. An exhibition on the element was dismantled, and no new content has been added to the digital platform on the element. Nevertheless, the Alentejo and Ribatejo Regional Tourism Authority promoted the element in tourism in an ethically conscious way and became a major client. This resulted in a change in the cowbell market. In 2020, over 95 per cent of cowbell sales were associated with pastoralism and animal production, whereas in 2023, around 20 per cent of sales were linked to tourism. During the reporting period, the Regional Tourism Authority served as the key institution carrying out actions to safeguard the element, and overall results are reported to be positive.
76. Regarding the previous Decision 16.COM 7.a.3 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to develop strategies to enhance intergenerational transmission of the element and create benefits for its bearers and broader communities, it is reported that master cowbell makers have been actively involved in transmitting the element through companies. Local authorities are deemed to be important organizations in the promotion of the element, and they are increasingly involved in its transmission and in educational projects. Designing a strategy for communities, groups and individuals to benefit from safeguarding activities, especially in tourism, is part of the updated safeguarding plan.
77. Community participation. As reported, despite the challenges described above, there has been a positive tendency lately regarding the number of cowbell makers. Some cowbell makers have restarted their work, new makers have been employed and new workshops have been established. At the time of inscription, there were eleven active workshops and thirteen makers in Portugal, four of whom were under sixty years old. During the first reporting period, there were only two master cowbell makers and three workers actively making cowbells at two companies. In 2023, five companies manufactured cowbells and eleven makers were active, only three of whom were between seventy and eighty years old, and the majority of whom were between twenty-five and sixty years old. Safeguarding activities were carried out in dialogue with cowbell makers and their communities, many of whom remain active in the companies, and the report was prepared with the involvement of the individuals, micro-businesses and institutions concerned. 
78. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the inscription of the element created visibility and increased exposure of the element. Cowbell manufacturers have taken advantage of this and have regularly participated at fairs and business events, which opened up avenues to increase demand and revitalize small companies. The element was promoted in tourism and in media, such as television, radio and newspapers. General awareness about this craft has been broadened, and the element has become more valorised and dignified. The element as a commercial enterprise has suffered from the overall decrease of pastoralism, the rise of industrial meat production, and a declining population. As reported, the number of shepherds and of native breed animals has been falling. And yet safeguarding efforts have had a positive impact on the revitalization of the element, which is no longer threatened with extinction. 
79. The updated safeguarding plan aims to enhance the transmission and the sustainability of the element. It aims to continue promoting it, including through a festival, to address gender issues and mitigate the impacts of climate change, to extend the geographical scope of the inscription at national and international levels, and to establish a regional network of places where cowbells are made. The plan also includes developing a strategy of communication, design and acoustic and metallurgical research. Safeguarding activities are planned to be funded by public and private organizations, European funds, the Regional Tourism Authority, and municipal and parish councils. The plan will be further revised through developing dialogue and networking among stakeholders. The plan also envisages starting an application in 2026 to transfer the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List. 
80. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
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The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 10.COM 10.a.6 and 16.COM 7.a.3, 
3. Expresses its appreciation to Portugal for submitting, on time, its second report on the status of the element ‘Manufacture of cowbells’, inscribed in 2015 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by promoting it through tourism development, increasing and diversifying the demand for cowbells, and enhancing the economic viability of the element; 
5. Notes with concern that the actions planned in the safeguarding plan could not be carried out due to external and internal factors, and notes also the reported change in the transmission of the element from a family to a corporate context;
6. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to support the transmission of the knowledge and skills associated with the element to young generations of practitioners, to promote the element, and to develop and implement a strategy for ensuring that cowbell makers and their communities can mitigate the potential risk of over-commercialization of the element;
7. Further encourages the State Party to continue engaging local authorities in expanding and carrying out educational activities, and ensuring the continuous involvement of cowbell makers and their communities in updating safeguarding measures;
8. Takes note of the strengthened viability of the element and the intention of the State Party to propose the transfer of the element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.


China: ‘Hezhen Yimakan storytelling’ (consult the report)
81. Hezhen Yimakan storytelling is a form of oral narration, transmitted from generation to generation by the Hezhen people, one of the smallest ethnic groups in China, living on the banks of three rivers in the northeastern part of the country. It is performed in the Hezhen language in a rhythmic and prosaic manner and covers themes such as heroic deeds, fishing, hunting, folk customs and romance. Hezhen Yimakan storytelling is an integral part of Hezhen cultural heritage. It carries the Hezhen people’s history, customs, knowledge and values, sustains their cultural identity, inspires creativity, and promotes gender equality and social cohesion.
82. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2017, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2021. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
83. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. As reported, transmission activities for the element and the Hezhen language have been carried out regularly. Teaching programmes have been carried out in schools, and new teaching materials have been developed. Transmission and practice centres and social media have played an important role in reaching younger generations. The participation of youth has increased, and their fluency in the Hezhen language has improved. A new transmission and practice centre was built, bringing the number of centres up to seven in total. Equipment in all seven centres has been upgraded, including to facilitate online teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic. The integration of the element in local economic and eco-tourism development has provided livelihoods for local people. A provincial-level cultural ecological reserve was developed as a pilot project to safeguard the environment for the element. Research, documentation, digital archiving, database building, publishing and promotion activities have continued. Governments at all levels have adopted fund management regulations and provided policy and financial support. 
84. Regarding the previous Decision 16.COM 7.a.14 of the Committee, in which it encouraged the State Party to seek a balance between promoting artistic creativity based on the element and sustaining its practice and transmission, the reported budget expenditures show the community’s role in artistic activities and a strong emphasis in spending government resources on subsidizing communities and practitioners and on teaching and training processes.
85. Community participation. According to the report, the bearers of the element acquired stories and skills for narration within clans or through apprenticeships and supported the transmission of the element by providing online and offline trainings. The number of representative bearers recognized at different levels has increased from eighty-four in the previous reporting period to ninety-six, seventy-four of whom are women. Women have played an active role in teaching, developing teaching materials, and engaging youth. The practitioners of the element include people from local communities who participate in the trainings. Their number has increased from 400 to over 500, with an average age of forty. Most of them can use some of the daily life expressions of the Hezhen language. According to the report, subsidies and awards have been granted to representative bearers and learners. Non-governmental organizations, research and educational institutions and Yimakan folk art troupes have contributed to the transmission, research and promotion of the element. Teaching and training outcomes were assessed on a yearly basis, and monitoring and evaluation of safeguarding efforts was carried out at the local level with the communities concerned and various stakeholders. The updated safeguarding plan and the report were prepared with the involvement of the communities, groups, individuals, non-governmental organizations and research and educational institutions concerned.
86. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the visibility, viability and awareness of the element have greatly improved. Communities have gained strong interest in learning and disseminating the element and engage in its practice during rituals, gatherings, cultural activities and festive events, including several festivals. As reported, some of the threats identified at the time of nomination have changed, whereas others have been addressed through the effective implementation of safeguarding measures. While most bearers are able to perform some episodes rather than whole cantos of Yimakan, there are no current risks identified to the viability of the element.
87. The updated safeguarding plan aims to: (a) further enhance the intergenerational transmission of the element, develop teaching materials, engage younger generations, and promote the Hezhen language proficiency through digital tools; (b) strengthen documentation and research, and enhance the accessibility of the archives; (c) enhance the national and international visibility of the element, including through performances by folk art troupes and the promotion of artistic creativity based on the element; (d) raise public awareness of the 2003 Convention and intangible cultural heritage, and develop ethical guidelines for tourism and other commercial activities associated with the element; and (e) improve the management of the element by following up on and assessing the implementation of safeguarding measures, and further developing the provincial-level cultural ecological reserve of the Hezhen ethnic group. Governmental resources and community input are planned to fund the safeguarding activities. As reported, the communities concerned have expressed their desire for the transfer of the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List.
88. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
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The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.6, 12.COM 8.c.8 and 16.COM 7.a.14,
3. Expresses its appreciation to China for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Hezhen Yimakan storytelling’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by providing support to the bearers and learners of the element to sustain its practice and transmission, developing educational programmes and digital tools to engage youth in learning the element and the Hezhen language, advancing research, documentation and archiving on the element, and strengthening its visibility and viability; 
5. Encourages the State Party to pursue its aforementioned efforts to support the practice and transmission of the element, and to ensure community engagement in implementing, assessing and planning safeguarding measures;
6. Further takes note of the integration of the element in local economic development and the planned elaboration of ethical guidelines for tourism and other commercial activities associated with the element, and invites the State Party to address through this initiative the risk of decontextualization of the element and the respect of customary practices governing its performance and access to it;
7. Notes also the development of the provincial-level cultural ecological reserve of the Hezhen ethnic group, to safeguard the environment for the element, and further invites the State Party to continue reporting on this safeguarding measure;
8. Also takes note of the improved viability of the element and the desire expressed by communities concerned for a transfer of the element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
United Arab Emirates: ‘Al Sadu, traditional weaving skills in the United Arab Emirates’ (consult the report)
89. Al Sadu, traditional weaving skills in the United Arab Emirates encompass manual skills to set up and utilize looms, make the tools required for weaving, and work with sheep wool, goat and camel hair, and natural dyes. Traditionally, men prepare the raw materials and women gather in small groups to dye, spin and weave. Intricate designs are used to symbolize the natural environment. Al Sadu has been practised by Bedouin communities and transmitted in families in desert areas and oases. Over time, it has spread to urban areas. Al Sadu is used in everyday life and fosters a sense of belonging and social cohesion for the communities concerned.
90. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2016, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2020. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
91. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, governmental and non-governmental safeguarding initiatives have addressed potential threats, promoted Al Sadu and raised public awareness. Training courses have diversified, expanded and sparked interest among youth. Various heritage associations have trained hundreds of trainees across and outside the country. Trainings for people with special needs and for prison inmates have also been hosted. The Abu Dhabi Register of Artisans was established, categorizing practitioners into trainee, artisan and master levels, and respective licenses have been provided. Special support has been provided to home-based practitioners, called productive families, particularly in remote regions, to help them boost their income by conducting training courses in their homes and increasing sales opportunities. Documentation of and research on the element has continued, and new publications have been issued. Media exposure has amplified public engagement. A partnership between the Department of Culture and Tourism of Abu Dhabi with the Abu Dhabi Quality and Conformity Council was undertaken to establish pre-approved specifications for protecting Al Sadu products. As reported, despite challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the safeguarding plan was implemented by authorities, compensating postponed events with equivalent measures. Safeguarding efforts were funded by various governmental and non-governmental sources.
92. Regarding the previous Decision 15.COM 7.9 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to continue its efforts to integrate the learning of Al Sadu weaving skills in the school curriculum at various education levels, it is reported that educational trips for school children were organized, and annual workshops are now provided at schools and universities as extracurricular activities. Furthermore, a project was completed to integrate Al Sadu in school curricula at the level of basic education, starting with the 2024/2025 school year.
93. Community participation. As reported, there has been a significant increase in the number of Al Sadu practitioners, particularly among women of different age groups, as well as the widespread participation of youth across different age groups. Safeguarding efforts were supported by communities, groups and individuals of all genders, and by institutions, associations, private museums, charitable societies, heritage clubs, and non-governmental organizations. Field visits took place to monitor safeguarding efforts and document achievements. Meetings and workshops were held across the country to discuss the safeguarding of the element and involve communities in preparing the report.
94. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the practice of the element has regained its vitality and has become more widespread. Traditionally linked to Bedouin families and their everyday life, Al Sadu products have been innovated to meet diverse contemporary needs and have gained popularity. As reported, Al Sadu is now practised by wide segments of society, spanning all working ages. The element is presented at various exhibitions, traditional markets heritage festivals and training workshops. The opportunities to display and sell Al Sadu products have increased (including through e-commerce), and new stores for selling Al Sadu products have been opened. Additionally, Al Sadu products have been promoted through collaborations with international private sector firms in the fields of fashion and design. There is an increasing demand in Al Sadu products at heritage events, and the sales of Al Sadu craft products have increased. As reported, the widespread practice of the element and its popularity may serve as a basis to request the transfer of the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List.
95. The updated safeguarding plan aims to: (a) further increase the number of Al Sadu practitioners, and expand the Abu Dhabi Register of Artisans to all Emirates; (b) increase awareness of traditional crafts, including Al Sadu, through specialized festivals, exhibitions and other events, as well as through social media and publications; (c) develop training channels and build the skills of craftswomen; (d) develop Al Sadu products and expand their market; and (e) increase income from Al Sadu products, including by developing a trademark related to Al Sadu products and increasing Al Sadu sales through international collaboration and e-commerce. Various governmental and non-governmental entities will be involved in implementing and funding the safeguarding measures.
96. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
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The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.21, 11.COM 9.b.6 and 15.COM 7.9,
3. Expresses its appreciation to United Arab Emirates for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Al Sadu, traditional weaving skills in the United Arab Emirates’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by developing diverse and inclusive possibilities of training, providing support to practitioners to boost their income from the element, encouraging innovation and increasing demand, and enhancing the popularity of the element across its territory;
5. Encourages the State Party to further pursue its efforts to provide possibilities to learn the element and all associated aspects through education and training, to support the practitioners of the element to benefit from its practice, and to sustain the engagement of various governmental and non-governmental entities in safeguarding the element;
6. Notes the planned expansion of the market and the development of e-commerce to increase income from the element, and recalls the importance of assessing the potential risk of over-commercialization and preventing the decontextualization of the element as a result of increased market demands; 
7. Invites the State Party to continue the participatory monitoring of safeguarding efforts and to ensure the involvement of the communities, groups and individuals concerned, as well as of relevant non-governmental organizations, in developing and implementing the safeguarding measures;
8. Notes the widespread practice and gained popularity of the element and the intention of the State Party to request the transfer of the element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Indonesia: ‘Saman dance’ (consult the report)
97. Saman dance is a traditional performance of rhythmic and poetic verses. They are recited loudly, typically in the Gayo language, and are accompanied by dynamic movements that embody the cultural values of camaraderie within and among communities. Traditionally, it was performed in the mountainous district of Gayo Lues, but the practice has spread to other regions of Indonesia. Saman dance is performed by boys and young men in a defined sequence. Traditional attire and dance-related attributes are used for the performance. The dance involves interaction between dancers and the audience and is considered by the community as a social bond, embodying the value of togetherness.
98. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2017, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2020. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
99. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, transmission of knowledge, especially to youth, as well as promotion and enhancement activities were carried out. A Saman Cultural Festival was held in 2019, featuring workshops, seminars, competitions and a training of trainers. A Nationwide Saman Dance Trainer Network was launched online on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the element’s inscription. Cultural awards were given to Saman dance community members, and the Saman dance was performed at various events. Efforts were also made to cultivate the forest orchid kepies, which is worn on the headband of dancers to symbolize fertility and the conservation of nature. The COVID-19 pandemic, health protocols and the restriction of mass gatherings significantly impacted the implementation of safeguarding plans. Bejamu Saman gatherings between villages and districts, usually held after major holidays, ceased for almost three years. This caused a disruption of the local economy, affecting tailors, vendors and food and lodging providers. The budget was refocused on emergency response and the plan to establish a Saman Centre and a Saman Media Centre was not implemented. However, practitioners adapted the element to a smaller scale to maintain social bonds, and activities leveraging digital media opened broader opportunities for the global dissemination, promotion and enhancement of the dance through webinars and virtual performances. A virtual Mass Saman Training was also initiated. The element served as a resilience tool to overcome social and psychological challenges during the pandemic, and its practice recovered rapidly. Governmental institutions at all levels provided financial support for performances and other activities and collaborated to implement safeguarding activities.
100. Regarding the previous Decision 15.COM 7.2 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to continue its efforts to involve traditional community groups and institutions of the Gayo people in deciding upon the safeguarding measures, it is reported that communities, groups and individuals, including young representatives from Gayo Lues, were involved through focus group discussions to decide on future activities outlined in the updated safeguarding plan.
101. Community participation. As reported, safeguarding efforts involved communities, groups and individuals within and outside Gayo Lues. The bearers and practitioners of Saman dance can be found in almost every village in Gayo Lues, and routine performances involve the entire village community in their preparation and coordination, engaging all generations, especially youth. Young women participate in other performances, such as Bines. Some studios established and managed by senior trainers serve as non-formal learning and community centres. The Duta Saman Institute, which is based in Jakarta and has branches in other major cities in Indonesia, was active in safeguarding the element, initiating in-person and online trainings and activities and serving as a media centre. Students in the cities engaged in Saman dance rehearsals, and young people played a key role in revitalizing the element. A working team was formed to prepare the report through a participatory process. 
102. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the viability of the element has improved, although the skill of exchanging traditional poetry known as Pantun and reciting verses in the Gayo language is not well-mastered by younger generations. The formal education system faces challenges integrating Saman dance in primary and secondary education. Therefore, there is a need to revitalize and optimize the role and functions of mersah, which used to serve as an informal centre for religious, educational, social and cultural activities for young boys. Mersah remains a gathering place and is expected to become an inclusive cultural space, offering equal opportunities for everyone to access and enjoy Saman dance. Furthermore, social media presentations of the element, when shown partially, are deemed to result in a superficial understanding of the interconnected sequences and cultural significance of the element, and the quality of internet connectivity often poses a challenge in Gayo Lues.
103. The updated safeguarding plan includes activities aimed at preempting future threats through three main programmes: (a) identification, documentation and research within the community of Gayo Lues and beyond, including documenting Jangin, verses in the Gayo language, organizing a Saman poetry writing competition and inventorying the vernacular wooden architecture of mersah buildings; (b) protection and preservation, including the development of local curriculum content on Saman dance in Gayo Lues, creating teaching materials and optimizing the role and functions of mersah; and (c) promotion and enhancement through training, competitions and festivals, capacity building of Saman dance groups, and developing mersah governance. A synergy among the budgets of the competent bodies, communities and groups concerned is planned. As reported, the bearers and practitioners of the element have expressed their hope for the transfer of the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List.
104. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
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The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.8, 12.COM 8.c.9 and 15.COM 7.2,
3. Expresses its appreciation to Indonesia for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Saman dance’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular through its promotion and by diversifying occasions for its performance, supporting its transmission and networking, awarding community members, and engaging youth in the revitalization of the element;
5. Notes also the efforts of community members, organizations and institutions to adapt to the situation presented by the COVID-19 pandemic by developing online modalities for the transmission, promotion and enhancement of the element;
6. Invites the State Party to continue its efforts to sustain the practice of the element, transmit knowledge and skills to younger generations, revitalize cultural spaces for the element, and develop synergies among institutions, organizations and communities and among various funding sources;
7. Further takes note of the documentation and education activities included in the updated safeguarding plan, and encourages the State Party to continue to safeguard and develop the skills of reciting verses in the Gayo language, linked to the Saman dance;
8. Also takes note of the improved viability of the element and the hope expressed by the communities concerned for the transfer of the element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.


Iran: ‘Traditional skills of building and sailing Iranian Lenj boats in the Persian Gulf’ (consult the report)
105. Traditional skills of building and sailing Iranian Lenj boats in the Persian Gulf are practised throughout the southern regions of Iran, the northern coasts of the Persian Gulf and the Oman Sea. These skills are transmitted by captains, sailors and the builders of wooden Lenj boats, and are linked to performances, ceremonies and traditional sailing terminologies. The traditional skills of building and sailing provide livelihoods for local communities and are affected by the development of maritime and shipbuilding industries and navigation technologies.
106. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2016, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2020. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
107. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, research, promotion and education initiatives were carried out. An oral history of old sailors was documented and published in textual, audio and visual formats, a database was completed, and publications in the virtual space expanded the reach and accessibility of materials produced. Specialized content was tailored for audiences with visual and hearing impairments. As reported, active involvement and cooperation among education institutions of different levels and the organization of training courses for younger generations has significantly contributed to the revitalization of the element. Museums featuring the element improved their presentation methods and digital facilities for visitors, provided training courses and cultural tourism tours, and enabled virtual tours, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. Efforts have been made to restore, repair and update the navigation equipment and safety of Lenj boats in the ports of the Persian Gulf and the Oman Sea. Based on previous positive feedback, new replicas of Lenj boats have been installed in the central squares of several port cities, thus raising public awareness. Annual governmental assistance for the livelihood and accommodation of retired captains involved in training has increased compared with the previous period, and loans were granted to provide employment opportunities for younger generations. Support from both the public and private sector was provided to safeguard the element.
108. Regarding the previous Decision 15.COM 7.4 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to take particular heed of the impact of tourism on the safeguarding of the element, it is reported that targeted and controlled cultural tourism has been developed, introducing novel opportunities, developing infrastructure and providing capacity building. Wooden components of non-renewable Lenj boats were used for developing temporary accommodation spaces for tourists by tourism centres at various parts of the Persian Gulf coast. With regard to the encouragement to safeguard associated aspects of the element, it is reported that a greater number and wider range of cultural events have been hosted, compared to previous periods, focusing on traditional rituals and ceremonies related to the element. Celebrations such as Nowruz, musical events related to maritime work and the visual arts, and symbolic performances of customs and traditions have generated enthusiasm among local communities to actively participate in the revitalization of the element.
109. Community participation. As reported, productive partnerships have been established, and there is now greater cooperation and coordination among stakeholders. Local communities, which have become more hopeful about safeguarding the element, have contributed to its documentation, and younger generations are engaging in its practice. Non-governmental organizations are also increasingly involved, including by cooperating with communities and governmental agencies at various levels, contributing to research, coordinating workshops for the traditional building of Lenj boats, supporting museums and exhibitions dedicated to the element, and engaging in the capacity-building of bearers. New workshops employ master crafters and younger generations, and local communities have increased the effectiveness of their work to build wooden Lenj boats and to secure their livelihoods. According to the report, local communities and governmental and non-governmental organizations cooperated during various stages of preparing the report. However, the report lacks detailed information on community participation in the process of updating the safeguarding plan.
110. Viability and current risks. As reported, the inscription of the element had a positive effect on encouraging local communities and bearers of the element to protect and promote it. Local safeguarding and promotion centres were created in urban and rural areas with the efforts of local communities and with the cooperation of the private and public sectors. Land was allocated for establishing workshops, and their number has increased compared to the previous period. Despite the aforementioned efforts, there are still the following safeguarding risks: (a) educational standards in the maritime and shipbuilding industries rely on electronic equipment and tools, and there is a low level of interest in traditional knowledge, particularly in the field of navigation; (b) the appeal of modern equipment has led to a decrease in the interest of younger generations in learning and using traditional knowledge.
111. The updated safeguarding plan aims to continue capacity-building activities for the transmission of the element, improving its visibility and public awareness, and enhancing multilateral cooperation. Planned activities include the establishment of new safeguarding and promotion centres, improving the work of museums, annually supporting educational centres and retired captains involved in training, producing promotional materials and implementing programmes and capacity building in the field of tourism. The government will continue to support safeguarding efforts and allocate budgets for the transmission, development and promotion of the element.
112. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_10]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.12 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.10, 11.COM 9.b.2 and 15.COM 7.4,
3. Expresses its appreciation to Iran for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Traditional skills of building and sailing Iranian Lenj boats in the Persian Gulf’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by raising public awareness and developing inclusive promotional materials, supporting the practice and transmission of the element, increasing the number of workshops, providing education and training opportunities for younger generations, and enhancing community stewardship over their heritage;
5. Further takes note of the importance of the element for providing livelihoods for local communities and the development of tourism infrastructure and services related to the element, and encourages the State Party to continue to take particular heed of the impact of tourism on the safeguarding of the element;
6. Invites the State Party to pursue its efforts to strengthen the transmission of the element in the context of contemporary maritime and shipbuilding education and industry, to transmit all aspects of the element, including traditional navigation knowledge and traditional sailing terminologies, to enhance multilateral cooperation among local communities and various institutions and organizations, and to ensure the participation of practitioners in developing the safeguarding measures;
7. Also takes note of the increased governmental assistance for securing the livelihood of retired captains involved in the transmission of the element, and further encourages the State Party to continue developing synergies among various funding sources, with due consideration to balancing the funding planned for supporting the bearers and practitioners of the element, and for other safeguarding expenditures.

Iran: ‘Naqqāli, Iranian dramatic story-telling’ (consult the report)
113. Naqqāli, Iranian dramatic story telling is a form of art practised by different ethnic groups in Iran. It is performed by Naqqāls (dramatic story tellers) of all genders and ages, and is traditionally transmitted orally from master Naqqāls to apprentices. Naqqāli is performed at ceremonies, national celebrations and religious events, and is sometimes accompanied by instrumental music and painted scrolls. Historical, religious and contemporary topics are addressed through Naqqāli, including sustainable development, climate change, social security and cohesion. It conveys cultural values and gives moral and social advice to its audiences. 
114. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2016, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2020. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
115. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. As reported, the inventory of bearers and practitioners of Naqqāli was updated and a few master Naqqāls were identified. Documentation and archiving of the element continued, and copies of the materials produced were distributed to relevant public institutions. Various research publications, including audio-visual content, were issued and conferences on Naqqāli were held. Naqqāli books were distributed to public libraries throughout the country. In order to ensure sustainable economic activity related to the element, Naqqāli bearers and practitioners have been economically empowered and their social security has been enhanced. Interest-free or low-interest loans were made available and health insurance and retirement benefits were provided to older practitioners, especially to those included in the National List of Living Human Treasures. Furthermore, young bearers and practitioners were covered by insurance. Events to honour Naqqāls and biennial Naqqāli festivals were organized, with special attention paid to female and young Naqqāls and to learning from the experiences of living human treasures. Furthermore, Naqqāli programmes were held during Nowruz celebrations, which mark the beginning of the new year. A Museum of Naqqāli Curtains was established in 2023, with a dedicated space for Naqqāli performances. Other such spaces and seven new Naqqāli Houses were founded during the reporting period. Governmental institutions at various levels financially supported safeguarding activities.
116. Regarding the previous Decision 15.COM 7.3 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to enhance intergenerational transmission, including through training at schools, it has been reported that educational activities were carried out at various levels. A painting book was published for use by kindergartens, Naqqāli lessons were added to Persian literature textbooks at the elementary and high school levels, and special classes and training courses for children were held. A Naqqāli talent competition for teenagers was organized, and 212 young adults were trained in Naqqāli. During the COVID-19 pandemic, online workshops were organized for young adults. Infrastructure for education and training was developed. Furthermore, social networks were used to organize training classes, and steps were taken to introduce Naqqāli to younger generations through online computer games, animated films and online learning platforms.
117. Community participation. According to the report, there is a vibrant network of Naqqāli bearers and practitioners. People from diverse backgrounds have been actively involved in safeguarding the element. Individuals contributed to documentation and research, developing educational materials, organizing workshops and festivals, and promoting the element to wide audiences. The role of women in the practice and transmission of the element has increased. Of the approximately 300 new practitioners, 180 are women. The engagement of youth has been fostered by creating job opportunities. Cooperation among local communities, groups, experts, non-governmental organizations, enthusiasts, and governmental institutions at various levels is reported to be strengthened compared with the previous period. A permanent secretariat for safeguarding the element was established by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts. It collaborates with the National Association of Naqqāls and other organizations, involving representatives of Naqqāls, painters of Naqqāli curtains, and others. The updated safeguarding plan and the report were prepared by this permanent secretariat, based on the data and feedback received from community representatives and other stakeholders.
118. Viability and current risks. As reported, the viability of the element has significantly improved. There is widespread public engagement to safeguard and promote the element, the practice of Naqqāli has spread across the country, and the element is no longer considered vulnerable. Furthermore, efforts have been made to ensure that Naqqāli is only performed at relevant events. According to the report, there are almost no risks to the viability of the element, except the need to adapt its transmission to younger generations and to the use of new technologies. 
119. The updated safeguarding plan is focused on producing educational materials, developing training programmes, organizing competitions and exhibitions at various levels, employing new technologies to attract younger generations, conducting research projects and holding conferences, organizing Naqqāli performances, securing financial assistance, and developing infrastructure across the country, including the establishment of Naqqāli Houses. The government will continue to support the safeguarding of the element, combining its efforts with those of communities and individuals. As reported, experts have suggested that the element could be transferred from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List.
120. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_11]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.13 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.9, 11.COM 9.b.3 and 15.COM 7.3,
3. Expresses its appreciation to Iran for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Naqqāli, Iranian dramatic story-telling’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by enhancing public engagement, providing social security and economic empowerment for master bearers, strengthening gender balance among practitioners, engaging younger generations, including through education, training and job creation, and developing infrastructure for the element throughout the country;
5. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to support the bearers and practitioners of the element, further develop infrastructure for its practice and for the transmission of all aspects of the element, provide opportunities for the performance of Naqqāli, and find innovative ways to attract younger generations to learn and practise the element, while at the same time addressing the risk of decontextualization;
6. Further encourages the State Party to continue to economically empower the bearers and practitioners of the element and to support sustainable economic activity related to the element;
7. Also takes note of the improved viability of the element and the suggestion expressed by experts for a transfer of the element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
[bookmark: _Hlk181002107]Mali: ‘Secret Society of the Kôrêdugaw, the rite of wisdom in Mali’ (consult the report)
121. Secret Society of the Kôrêdugaw, the rite of wisdom in Mali, is practiced by communities mainly in the regions of Koulikoro, Sikasso, Ségou, Dioila and Koutiala. The Kôrêdugaw are a group of initiated practitioners, who make spectators laugh, educate them, perform a ritual function, and serve as social mediators. The Kôrêdugaw come from all social backgrounds, and the rite is open to everyone to become initiated in its practice. The rite is transmitted in families and through annual ceremonies of initiation, and promotes peace, dialogue and social cohesion. It is an essential component of the cultural identity of its bearer communities.
122. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2016, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2020. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element. International Assistance has also been granted from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to support the safeguarding plans for three elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List, including this element. The request was granted by the Bureau of the eighteenth session of the Committee in 2023 (Decision 18.COM 3.BUR 3.2), and the project is being implemented between April 2024 and March 2026, which is after the reporting period covered by this report.
123. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, similar safeguarding activities were continued as in the previous reporting period. Awareness-raising and capacity-building, especially of women and youth, was realized along documentation, research and promotion of the element. Photo exhibitions and discussions with researchers were organized at educational institutions, and radio programs dedicated to the element were held in local languages in the five regions of its practice. Local authorities invited the Kôrêdugaw to participate at official gatherings, and the Kôrêdugaw were invited also at marriages, baptisms and funerals. As reported, the Kôrêdugaw participate at annual celebrations of the National Days of Cultural Heritage. Their participation at festivals, such as a cultural festival organized in Djenneni village, has raised awareness of the general public about the element. The National Directorate of Cultural Heritage provided support for implementing safeguarding activities. It is difficult to assess the effectiveness of the safeguarding plan, as the information provided in the report on the implementation of the safeguarding activities, the results achieved, and the overall effectiveness of safeguarding measures is very similar to that contained in the previous report or includes plans for future activities which have not yet been undertaken.
124. In the previous Decision 15.COM 7.5 of the Committee, it invited the State Party to address the lack of financial resources for the safeguarding of the element by mobilizing funds at the national and local levels, and exploring other funding possibilities through international cooperation mechanisms, including International Assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund. The report mentions a UNESCO funding received; however, it lacks full information on funding sources for implementing safeguarding activities.
125. Community participation. As reported in this and the previous reports, the inscription of the element has raised the interest of customary authorities in the element. During this reporting period, the association of Kôrêdugaw of Sikasso region has obtained a permanent space serving as its headquarters. Several new associations of Kôrêdugaw are reported to be established across the country, namely in Ségou, Sikasso, Koumantou, Toukoro and Koutiala, and newly found associations received initial financial support for launching their activities. The associations of Kôrêdugaw preserved audio and visual recordings of the element and organized information sessions with the participation of local administrative and customary authorities in the five regions where the element is practiced. In some communities, commissions on intangible cultural heritage safeguarding have been created, consisting of representatives of local administrative and customary authorities. However, the report lacks information on where such commissions have been established. According to the report, the number of communities practicing the element has increased to five, namely Bambaras, Malinkés, Senoufos, Samogos, and Miniankas, instead of previously identified four communities. Younger generations are reported to start participating in the organization of festivals and expressed their interest to become initiated in the rite. The report informs that several work sessions are planned to involve bearer communities in the elaboration of an updated safeguarding plan; however, the report lacks information on how communities and relevant non-governmental organizations have been involved in updating the safeguarding plan during the reporting period. It is difficult to assess the participation of communities in implementing safeguarding activities and preparing the report, as the information provided in the report is very similar to that contained in previous reports.
126. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the same risks persist, compared to the previous report, including new ways of life, migration from rural areas, modern ways of dressing, and payment for the performances of the rite, which undermines its social and cultural functions, as well as security crises and insufficiency of resources. The impact of these risks on the element is reported to have diminished. However, it is difficult to assess the viability of the element, as the information provided in the report is very similar to that provided in previous reports.
127. The updated safeguarding plan includes the organization of information sessions and trainings for communities and civil society organizations, documentation and research, promotion of the element at radio programs, and organization of discussions for younger generations at educational institutions. It is also planned to train tourist guides on the element. Governmental funding and support from communities and local authorities is planned for implementing the plan, and the National Directorate of Cultural Heritage will participate in implementing the activities; however, the amounts of budget indicated seem to lack clarity in terms of currencies. With the International Assistance granted, a plan for removing the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List is being elaborated, in line with the defined objective to transfer the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List.
128. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_16]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.14 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.12, 11.COM 9.b.4 and 15.COM 7.5,
Expresses its appreciation to Mali for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Secret Society of the Kôrêdugaw, the rite of wisdom in Mali’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by promoting it in local languages in the regions of its practice, providing younger generations with possibilities to learn about the element, and supporting community associations in their activities to safeguard the element; 
Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to document the element, to revitalize its practice and enhance its transmission to younger generations, to support the activities of community associations to safeguard the element, and to develop safeguarding efforts in response to the current risks to the viability of the element;
Invites the State Party to ensure the participation of communities and their associations in updating the safeguarding plan, implementing safeguarding activities and preparing future reports, and also invites the State Party to provide, in its next report on the status of this element, specific information on the implementation of safeguarding measures and community participation, and up-to-date information on the viability of the element;
Further encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts, develop synergies among various funding sources, and further invites the State Party to reflect the financial contribution of all funding sources in its future reports.


Mauritania: ‘Moorish epic T’heydinn’ (consult the report)
129. Moorish epic T’heydinn is a poetical and musical genre that lauds glorious feats of Moorish chiefs and nobility and their values, such as generosity, honour, dignity, courage, knowledge, nobility and honesty. T’heydinn epic is composed and performed by griots, who are both poets and musicians and play an important social role in strengthening social cohesion and solidarity in Moorish society. Epic poems are recited by both men and women in Hassaniya language and are accompanied by music played on traditional string instruments, such as the lute, harp and kettledrum. It is performed at social gatherings, ceremonies, birth and wedding celebrations, and other events. 
130. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2018, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2021. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element. International Assistance was granted from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund by the Bureau of the Committee in October 2021 (Decision 16.COM 3.BUR 3.3) for the purpose of safeguarding the element, and the project was implemented between August 2022 and June 2024 (the present report was submitted in December 2023).
131. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, safeguarding efforts have had positive results. The element was inventoried through a participatory process in three regions, documenting rare texts and producing audio and video materials. Thirty young griots (both men and women) coming from three regions have been trained by master griots, and promotional materials have been published. These activities were implemented with the support of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund. The element has been promoted through radio and television, in festivals in five different places in the country, and also at the occasion of the proclamation of Nouakchott as the Capital of Culture in the Islamic World for 2023. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a festival of the element had to be postponed. The Cultural Heritage Fund, which was initially planned to be established in 2021 according to the previous report, was launched in 2024 to finance safeguarding activities. The establishment of the National Institute of Arts enhanced the training of griots and the transmission of the element to younger generations, in addition to providing them with performance opportunities. However, it is difficult to fully assess the effectiveness of the safeguarding plan, as the information provided in the report on the current social and cultural functions of the element, the implementation of the safeguarding activities, the results achieved, and the overall effectiveness of safeguarding measures is very similar to that contained in the previous report. Government funding and technical assistance were provided to griots and cultural associations for the documentation and performance of the element. However, the budgetary information provided does not include information about the distribution of the funding from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for safeguarding activities.
132. Regarding the previous Decision 16.COM 7.a.16 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to support income-generating activities for the bearers of the element and encouraged the development of spaces for its practice, it is reported that activities generating income for bearers included performances and the production of recordings and other materials. Moreover, new cultural spaces in Nouakchott and other cities have been created and equipped for performances of the element, contributing to its revitalization.
133. Community participation. As reported, after inscription, griots have become more motivated and engaged in the transmission of the element and communities have regained interest in the element. Safeguarding activities have been carried out in close collaboration with the representatives of bearers and their associations. Such associations participated in the documentation of the element, the organization of festivals and performances, and the identification of young people for training. They also provided advice on the implementation of safeguarding activities. New groups of artists were formed, and both men and women performed the element. Governmental institutions consulted with griots and associations to strengthen safeguarding efforts. The safeguarding plan was updated and the report prepared with the involvement of governmental institutions, civil society associations, communities and bearers of the element. However, it is difficult to assess the participation of communities in implementing the safeguarding activities, updating the safeguarding plan, and preparing the report, as the information provided in the report is similar to that contained in the previous report. 
134. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the inscription of the element has had a positive effect on its bearers and its transmission. Younger generations are increasingly interested in learning the element. It has been adapted to a changing lifestyle, and the general public has reestablished a connection to the element as part of their cultural heritage. However, the same threats to its viability are identified as in the previous report, including global imbalance of means of cultural communication, lifestyle changes, absence of intangible cultural heritage in school curricula, and the advanced age of bearers of the element. It is difficult to assess the viability of the element, as the information provided in the report is very similar to that provided in the previous report.
135. The updated safeguarding plan aims to: (a) finalize the inventory of the element in other regions and publish audiovisual materials; (b) raise awareness about the element, promote it and its related products for the benefit of its bearers, organize performances in cultural spaces, train griots and enhance their participation at regional and national festivals; and (c) evaluate the impact of safeguarding. Governmental and other sources of funding, as well as community contribution, is planned for these activities. More than a half of the budget is envisaged for the organization of four editions of the National Festival of T’heydinn.
136. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_12]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.15 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
1. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.13, 13.COM 7.b.10 and 16.COM 7.a.16,
1. Expresses its appreciation to Mauritania for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Moorish epic T’heydinn’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
1. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by continuing its inventorying, strengthening its transmission, engaging youth in training on the element, providing space and opportunities for the performance of the element, and promoting it to the general public, and further takes note of the enhanced institutional framework for the implementation of safeguarding activities;
1. Invites the State Party to sustain the transmission of the element by training young griots, to support the organization of its performances, to address in its safeguarding efforts the identified risk of the absence of the element from school curricula, and to develop income-generating activities for its bearers;
1. [bookmark: _Hlk177055589]Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to document and promote the element, and recalls the importance of paying due attention to obtaining the free, prior and informed consent of the communities, groups and individuals concerned for the documentation of the element and for the dissemination of the documentation;
1. Notes that International Assistance was provided in 2021 to safeguard the element, and further encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts and to develop synergies among various funding sources, with due consideration to balance the funding planned for the transmission of the element through training and other safeguarding expenditures, and to provide information on the funding sources and expenditures in its next report.


Mongolia: ‘Folk long song performance technique of Limbe performances – circular breathing’ (consult the report)
137. Circular breathing technique for performing folk long songs on Limbe – a side-blown flute made of hardwood or bamboo – is the skill of producing wide-ranging melodies and maintaining an uninterrupted tone for twelve to twenty-five minutes. Limbe performances are part of traditional celebrations and festivals, and the circular breathing technique is transmitted from practitioners to apprentices through non-formal and formal education. Its practice is spread across several provinces of Mongolia and provides a sense of shared identity to the community of Limbe musicians and instrument makers.
138. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2016, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2020. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element. International Assistance has also been granted from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for research, documentation and training activities. The request was granted by the Bureau of the thirteenth session of the Committee in 2019 (Decision 13.COM 3.BUR 4.5), and the project was implemented between January 2019 and January 2022.
139. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. As reported, field research was carried out to document the practitioners and their repertoire, and ten training centres in several provinces were established with the support of International Assistance. Limbe training programmes have been carried out at several secondary music schools and universities. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, planned training activities were disrupted, and online trainings did not provide the same quality. Limbe performances were promoted at sixteen schools in the capital and at the UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPNet). Master classes, competitions and exhibitions were organized, and ensembles and theatres included the element in their repertoire. The element was also featured at the ‘Nomadic Mongolia’ Festival in 2022 and 2023, and monetary awards were offered to participating Limbe performers. Publications have been disseminated, conferences held, and interdisciplinary research projects expanded. A policy and legal framework for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in Mongolia was developed, ensuring the allocation of a governmental budget for safeguarding measures. Safeguarding of the element was funded by the government, International Assistance, and individuals, groups, communities and non-governmental organizations. However, the funds used and funding sources for each activity are not specified in the report.
140. Regarding the previous Decision 15.COM 7.6 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to sustain the transmission of the skills of making Limbe instruments and to revitalize the tradition of performing the element, it is reported that courses on Limbe making were organized and newly made Limbe instruments were distributed to students for training. The element is performed at traditional celebrations, and traditional performances have been combined with modern musical trends by young artists, thus promoting the element to younger generations.
141. Community participation. According to the report, the number of Limbe artists and apprentice performers and crafters of Limbe instruments has increased, and more than a half of them have been learning the element through non-formal training. The gender ratio is reported to be imbalanced, with women accounting for less than 5 per cent of practitioners. Non-governmental organizations, along with the Mongolian Association of Limbe Performers, the Mongolian Theatre Museum, theatres, professional ensembles, practitioners, researchers, and central and local government administrations have been active in safeguarding the element. The safeguarding plan was updated with the participation of practitioners, and the report was prepared in cooperation with the Mongolian Association of Limbe Performers.
142. Viability and current risks. As reported, the inscription of the element has had a positive impact on its viability. General public awareness about the element has been raised, including through mass media, and the practice of the element has spread to other provinces. However, changes brought on by globalization and urbanization are reported to be a challenge, especially for attracting younger generations to practise the element. As reported, more accessible and innovative content on the element needs to be created for children and youth. According to the report, financial difficulties remain, and there are limitations with the governmental budget to fully support the practitioners of the element and to stabilize and improve the quality of non-formal education. Although its viability has improved, the element has not yet been fully revitalized.
143. The updated safeguarding plan was developed in line with a national policy-planning framework, and it aims to: (a) strengthen the viability of the element, including through the social protection of its practitioners; (b) increase the number of practitioners and apprentices, especially in the provinces of the eastern and central regions of Mongolia; (c) strengthen research on the element; (d) develop education and training, including by incorporating the element in the curriculum of the primary education system and through museum education programmes; and (e) raise public awareness about the element. As reported, the government will allocate the required budget. However, available funding sources are not specified. The goal is to achieve a transfer of the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List within the next four years.
144. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_13]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.16 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.15, 11.COM 9.b.5 and 15.COM 7.6,
3. Expresses its appreciation to Mongolia for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Folk long song performance technique of Limbe performances – circular breathing’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by continuing documentation, enhancing training and promoting the element through education, increasing the number of its practitioners and apprentices, improving its viability and raising awareness of the element among the general public, including through the ‘Nomadic Mongolia’ festival, which also features other inscribed elements and promotes the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage;
5. Invites the State Party to continue its efforts to support the practitioners of the element and to improve their social protection, to expand the transmission of the element within the country, to enhance gender balance in its practice, to advance its integration in education, and to attract younger generations to its practice;
6. Notes also that International Assistance was provided in 2019 to safeguard the element, and encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts and to develop synergies among various funding sources, and further invites the State Party to provide information on the use of funds and respective funding sources for each safeguarding activity and on available funding sources for the updated safeguarding plan in its next report;
7. Also takes note of the goal stated in the updated safeguarding plan to transfer the element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity;


Peru: ‘Esuwa, Harakbut sung prayers of Peru’s Wachiperi people’ (consult the report)
145. Esuwa, Harakbut sung prayers of Peru’s Wachiperi people are an expression of the indigenous communities of Santa Rosa de Huacaria and Queros located in the district of Kosñipata, Cusco region. Esuwa sacred songs are performed by wise men and women (Wamänökkaeri) at traditional ceremonies, to cure diseases, alleviate discomfort, and protect the community. These songs are performed in the Wachiperi language, which belongs to the Harakbut linguistic family, and no musical instruments are used in the performance. Esuwa songs are integrated in the belief system of the Wachiperi people. They invoke the spirits of nature, plants and animals, transmitting knowledge on the relationship between people and nature.
146. The element was inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2011. The first report was examined by the Committee in 2017, and the second report was examined by the Committee in 2021. This is the third report submitted by the State Party on the status of this element.
147. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. Efforts continue to be made to safeguard the element and to revitalize the Wachiperi language. Boys and girls received training held by wise men and women about the cultural meaning of the element and the Wachiperi’s worldview. Educational materials related to the element (including brochures such as the publication ‘Voices of Esuwa Songs’) were produced and disseminated to educational institutions in the Kosñipata district, benefitting about 350 people, especially at the primary school level. Wachiperi oral literature and the symbolism of Esuwa songs were transmitted through educational institutions, in coordination with teachers, indigenous leaders, the Wachiperi Indigenous Council and other state entities. No progress was reported on the creation of the Houses of Memory (Malocas), community spaces for the transmission of the element. The COVID-19 pandemic affected the health of the wise men and women; some Wamänökkaeri passed away, and the communal isolation of the Wachiperi impacted negatively the implementation of the safeguarding plan. The Decentralized Culture Directorate of Cusco – a regional office of the Ministry of Culture – assigned resources for Wachiperi cultural and linguistic revitalization. However, the report lacks information on funding sources for the implementation of safeguarding activities.
148. Regarding the previous Decision 16.COM 7.a.17 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to facilitate the use of the Wachiperi language, it is reported that municipal ordinances were updated to implement an intercultural approach to delivering public services in the District Municipality of Kosñipata. The Wachiperi language was promoted and used in public institutions in the district, including for signage in institutional spaces such as the city hall and healthcare facilities. Furthermore, the Intersectoral District Committee for Wachiperi Harakbut Cultural and Linguistic Revitalization was created in 2023 to unite several institutions in the execution of a Wachiperi Cultural Revitalization Plan. The committee has achieved an increase in interinstitutional alliances and strengthened intergenerational relationships. The knowledge of the Wachiperi language continues to be transmitted within families and communities.
149. Community participation. As reported, the element is performed and transmitted by a small lineage of Wamänökkaeri. There are eight older Wachiperi people who sing the Esuwa songs using the Wachiperi language. Leaders of Wachiperi communities facilitate and coordinate safeguarding efforts with the Wachiperi Indigenous Council, which contributes to defending the rights of the Wachiperi people. Furthermore, a Safeguarding Committee, currently consisting of four Wachiperi wise men, continued to be operational during this reporting period. Indigenous women also play a vital role, as they lead and manage spaces and budgets for the revitalization of the Esuwa songs and hold leadership and management positions in the communities and in the Wachiperi Indigenous Council. The Wachiperi people collaborated with several organizations and institutions at the regional and local levels, carrying out joint actions and taking part in the newly created Intersectoral District Committee. The updated safeguarding plan seems to have been developed through a participatory process, and workshops with community members and institutions were held to prepare the report.
150. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the number of bearers of the Esuwa songs has decreased. Despite efforts to promote the element, its practice is still limited. Lack of interest among younger generations, temporary and permanent migration within the country, and the influence of foreign cultural elements are reported to have caused the interruption of the traditional transmission of Esuwa songs. There are also risks associated with the decline of the Wachiperi population and of speakers of the Wachiperi language. Although the use of the Wachiperi language is reported to be of vital importance for this element, it is used only by a group of approximately fifty Wachiperi people. Furthermore, the presence of other religious beliefs in the Wachiperi communities has caused a decrease in the traditional practice of Esuwa songs, particularly in Santa Rosa de Huacaria. Because the allocated budget is reported to be insufficient, interinstitutional cooperation is being developed.
151. As in the previous report, the primary objectives of the updated safeguarding plan are aligned with: (a) promotion, transmission, learning and practice of Esuwa songs; (b) transmission of Wachiperi identity and oral memory; and (c) promotion of community spaces for Esuwa songs (Malocas or Houses of Memory). Planned activities include the training of Wachiperi interpreters, the publication of a Wachiperi Harakbut virtual dictionary, the translation of the national anthem into Wachiperi language, and the use of pre-school institutions (‘Nidos Culturales’) for the transmission of Wachiperi cultural expressions. An estimate of the funds required is indicated for the implementation of the safeguarding measures.
152. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_14]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.17 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6.COM 8.20, 12.COM 8.c.11 and 16.COM 7.a.17,
3. Expresses its appreciation to Peru for submitting, on time, its third report on the status of the element ‘Esuwa, Harakbut sung prayers of Peru’s Wachiperi people’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by strengthening its transmission to younger generations through education, revitalizing the use of the Wachiperi language, including for signage in public institutions, creating interinstitutional partnerships, ensuring a participatory safeguarding process, and promoting respect for the lifestyles of indigenous communities;
5. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to revitalize the element by enhancing its intergenerational transmission in educational institutions, enhancing the use of the Wachiperi language, supporting the engagement and leadership of indigenous Wachiperi people in safeguarding their cultural heritage, enhancing gender balance in their representation, and reinforcing existing partnerships with Wachiperi communities, and invites the State Party to pursue its efforts to reach interinstitutional agreements allowing for the implementation of Houses of Memory and other community spaces for teaching and transmission;
6. Notes with concern the dwindling number of native Wachiperi speakers and further invites the State Party to enhance the revitalization of the language, taking measures to fully integrate, mainstream and use it in all public domains to ensure its viability as a vehicle for oral traditions;
7. Further encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts, develop synergies among various funding sources, and consider International Assistance under the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund as a possible source of funding for the development and implementation of the safeguarding measures for the element and the Wachiperi language, and invites the State Party to provide detailed information on the funding needs and sources for each activity to be included in the updated safeguarding plan in its next report.

Brazil: ‘Yaokwa, the Enawenê-Nawê people’s ritual for the maintenance of social and cosmic order’ (consult the report)
153. Yaokwa, the ritual for the maintenance of social and cosmic order, is a ceremony of the Enawenê-Nawê, an Arawak-speaking indigenous people whose traditional territory is located in the northwest region of the state of Moto Grosso, in the basin of the Juruena river in the southern Amazon rainforest. This ritual extends throughout the dry season, lasting between seven and eight months and marking the beginning of the annual calendar of communication between humans and spirits. The ritual encompasses oral traditions, songs, dances, harvesting and fishing practices. Community members assume diverse roles when performing the Yaokwa ritual.
154. At the time of inscription in 2011, the Committee requested an extraordinary report on the safeguarding measures taken. Upon examining the first extraordinary report in 2013, it decided that the next report would follow the normal four-year cycle. The second report was examined by the Committee in 2018, and the third report was examined by the Committee in 2020. This is the fourth report submitted by the State Party on the status of the element.
155. Effectiveness of the safeguarding plan. According to the report, publications on the ritual, based on state-led research, were launched and disseminated within the community and published online. Their distribution to public educational and cultural institutions in cities surrounding the Enawenê-Nawê traditional territory fought prejudice against the Enawenê-Nawê way of life and worldview. In order to secure the availability of raw materials to construct architectural coverings, attire and artifacts for the ritual, buriti palm seedlings were purchased for planting and a nursery was established near community villages to produce seedlings, with the support of the National Indigenous Peoples Foundation (FUNAI) and the involvement of community representatives in planting, maintenance and monitoring. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, changing political guidelines and budgetary constraints, in-person meetings were not possible between 2019 and 2022, making the work of governmental administration challenging. Despite the limited financial resources reported, the Enawenê-Nawê people demonstrated an ability to establish other partnerships and raise funds for cultural projects aimed at safeguarding their cultural heritage.
156. Regarding the previous Decision 15.COM 7.1 of the Committee, in which it invited the State Party to promote intergenerational transmission through activities targeting the young members of the community, it is reported that a pilot project on the transmission of knowledge was carried out between chant masters (Sotakatari), teachers and high school students from the Enawenê-Nawê indigenous school, covering topics related to cosmology, history, geography and traditional knowledge associated with Enawenê-Nawê culture. Investments in pedagogical materials for the village school were made, and teachers used publications on the element as a resource.
157. Community participation. As reported, social mobilization and intersectoral coordination was enhanced to safeguard the element. The self-esteem of the Enawenê-Nawê people increased. The community was active in having dialogues with governmental and non-governmental entities and raised funds through the Indigenous Association Enawenê-Nawê. Women engaged in documentation activities, gained space in activities previously dominated by men and mobilized support for projects that: enhanced the literacy of Enawenero women in Portuguese and highlighted their stewardship in the production of traditional foods and crafts. Enawenero women actively participated in the discussions for the update of the safeguarding plan. All projects were supported by the institutions of the state of Mato Grosso. There were also individual initiatives within the community for producing films showcasing the community’s culture, rituals and routines and exhibiting them at cultural festivals. Visits to the Enawenê-Nawê territory were carried out by the National Institute of Historic and Artistic Heritage in 2021 and 2023 to consult with the community and prepare the report. Workshops were organized with indigenous teachers, leaders, chant masters and Enawenero women to update the safeguarding plan.
158. Viability and current risks. According to the report, the beliefs and knowledge of the element continue to be transmitted to younger generations, and new transmission methods have been created, including recording videos by Enawenê-Nawê themselves during the Yaokwa ritual. However, the territory inhabited by the Enawenê-Nawê continues to suffer from the reduction of natural resources, especially food and raw materials necessary for the ritual. This is caused by a significant increase in livestock farming, industrial agriculture and the installation of hydroelectric developments on the surrounding rivers. The Enawenê-Nawê people have started acquiring food and other resources for rituals in nearby cities. This has been funded through cooperation with governmental and non-governmental organizations, and agreements by which Small Hydroelectric Power Plants near the indigenous territory compensate the Enawenê-Nawê people for the damages caused to their way of life. The Enawenê-Nawê people also received a small portion of the revenue from the Ecological Tax on Circulation of Goods and Services collected by municipalities within the indigenous territory from the state of Moto Grosso.
159. The updated safeguarding plan aims to strengthen, protect and disseminate the element, and priority actions include conducting periodic workshops on policy, fostering interinstitutional dialogue, producing bilingual educational materials in Portuguese and Arawak, training teachers, enhancing women’s participation, building the capacities of the community on project development and management (including for the mapping of the dwelling places of spirits), and organizing visits in the territory for younger individuals. The report provides an estimate of the federal budget planned for safeguarding activities, along other possible sources. However, the plan lacks information on funding needs for the implementation of the safeguarding measures and does not allow for an assessment of the adequacy of the estimated budget. Investments in expanding internet access in the village are planned through a project supported by the World Bank. As reported, there is an interest from the Enawenê-Nawê people to transfer the element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List.
160. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _DRAFT_DECISION_19.COM_15]DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 6.a.18 [image: ]
The Committee,
1. Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a,
2. Recalling Chapter V of the Operational Directives and its Decisions 6-.COM 8.3, 8.COM 6.b, 13.COM 7.b.3 and 15.COM 7.1,
3. Expresses its appreciation to Brazil for submitting, on time, its fourth report on the status of the element ‘Yaokwa, the Enawene Nawe people’s ritual for the maintenance of social and cosmic order’, inscribed in 2011 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
4. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State Party to safeguard the element, in particular by educational initiatives involving chant masters and Enawenê-Nawê teachers, funding projects developed by Enawenero women, enhancing intersectoral partnerships, supporting the community in its safeguarding efforts, and fighting prejudice and promoting respect for the lifestyles of the indigenous community; 
5. Encourages the State Party to pursue its efforts to enhance the participation of youth and women in safeguarding the element, to strengthen the use of the Arawak language, to build the capacities of the Enawenê-Nawê people to safeguard their heritage, and to allocate the resources needed to implement the planned safeguarding activities;
6. Further encourages the State Party to continue its fundraising efforts, develop synergies among various funding sources and foster interinstitutional dialogue, especially with regards to environmental protection and the sustainable use of natural resources, and invites the State Party to provide detailed information on the funding needs and sources for each activity to be included in the updated safeguarding plan in its next report;
7. Also takes note of the improved viability of the element and the hope expressed by communities concerned for the transfer of the element from the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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