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A. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124351255]Introduction
The present report provides an overview of the Secretariat’s activities, its key achievements and challenges encountered from 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2024. The reporting period coincides with the first year of the biennium 2024-2025 of the 42 C/5 Approved Programme and Budget for 2022-2025. Annex I demonstrates the contribution of the Secretariat’s work to the 42 C/5 results framework and, more specifically, to the performance indicators under the Outcome 5.CLT4 (‘Member States and communities’ capacities strengthened to identify, safeguard and promote living heritage’) of Major Programme IV.
A. International cooperation and assistance mechanisms of the Convention
Support to governing bodies: Seven statutory meetings were organized to support the continued work of the governing bodies of the Convention, including the tenth session of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention on 11 and 12 June 2024. An annual schedule of statutory meetings was made available for the third consecutive year, and updated regularly through the website of the Convention. Furthermore, the reporting period saw the revision of the Operational Directives (Resolution 10.GA 7), as initial outcomes of the reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention. 
New forms and nomination procedures: The completion of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the 2003 Convention (2018-2022) established new procedures for a) transferring inscribed elements from one List to the other, b) inscribing elements on an extended or reduced basis, c) applying a follow-up process for inscribed elements, including the potential removal of elements, and d) introducing new modalities for International Assistance. The 2024 cycle represented the first cycle where these new procedures were implemented, using the revised and simplified forms developed by the Secretariat.
Multinational nominations: In response to the request of the Committee (Decision 17.COM 7), the Secretariat organized a stakeholders’ meeting on multinational nominations to the Lists and Register of the Convention (4 July 2024, online). This meeting brought together designated contact persons of multinational elements inscribed on the Lists of the Convention, with the aim of sharing good safeguarding experiences concerning inscribed multinational elements and good cooperating experiences during the preparation of nominations. Following the meeting, the reporting period saw the preparation of a draft guidance note with the support of Slovakia.
Progress towards a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention: The Secretariat made progress on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention, which is one of the direct results of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the Convention (Decision 18.COM 11). In particular, the Secretariat advanced on the establishment of a new online platform for sharing good safeguarding experiences. An overview of this work is presented for examination by the present session of the Committee (Document LHE/24/19.COM/10).
Nominations: Pursuant to Decision 17.COM 15, which established the total number of files to be examined for the 2024 and 2025 cycles as no more than 120 (sixty in 2024 and sixty in 2025), the Secretariat continued undertaking tasks to support the Evaluation Body and the Committee in their evaluation and examination of nomination files. This assistance notably comprised the administration of seventy-one files initially included under the current 2024 cycle. In addition, the Secretariat registered 120 newly submitted nomination files by the deadline of 2 April, and conducted the technical completeness check of sixty-nine files initially included in the forthcoming 2025 cycle.
International Assistance: The Secretariat administered nine new International Assistance requests approved by the Bureau of the Committee (of which two were requests for preparatory assistance to prepare a nomination for possible inscription of an element on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding), while overseeing the implementation of fifty-four active projects in a total of fifty-four countries. The overview of the implementation of the mechanism is presented for examination by the present session of the Committee (see document LHE/24/19.COM/9).
[bookmark: _Hlk114585839]Safeguarding living heritage in emergencies: During the reporting period, the Secretariat continued to build on the foundation of the Operational Principles and Modalities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in emergencies, through enhancing capacity building, implementing operational projects and fostering partnerships with actors in the emergency field. 
a. Significant progress was made through the Japan Funds-in-Trust multi-year initiative, ‘Capacity-building for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in emergencies in Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in the Pacific and the Caribbean,’ which aimed at integrating living heritage into disaster risk management in Belize, The Bahamas, Fiji, Tonga, and Vanuatu. Notably, the project facilitated increased cooperation between living heritage bearers and disaster management agencies in these countries.
b. Additionally, the Secretariat advanced its work on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in conflict and displacement contexts, with the support of Azerbaijan, through the ongoing development of a handbook aimed at sensitizing humanitarian actors to the importance of safeguarding living heritage.
c. The Secretariat coordinated with Ukraine’s Ministry of Culture and Information Policy to monitor the evolving safeguarding needs for intangible cultural heritage. Such effort led to the development of the ‘Action Plan for the Protection of Culture in Ukraine’, which was endorsed during the International Conference ‘Towards the Recovery of the Culture Sector of Ukraine’ (6 to 7 June 2024, Vilnius, Lithuania). The Secretariat then worked with the UNESCO Office in Kyiv on the implementation of this plan, completed the project ‘Supporting the resilience of Ukrainian school children through enhancing awareness of their living heritage’, and launched a resource kit for teachers.
d. The Ministry of Culture of the State of Palestine requested technical assistance from the Convention’s Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to support the preparation of an International Assistance request, which led to the designation of a national expert in April 2024. In mid-2024, the Ministry of Culture submitted an emergency International Assistance request to develop community-based safeguarding plans and to undertake a capacity building approach for the implementation of the Convention in the State of Palestine. The request is foreseen to be examined by the Bureau in early 2025.
e. On 30 September 2024, UNESCO convened an international partner coordination meeting focused on strengthening international coordination and response to safeguard culture in emergencies. The meeting brought together some thirty UNESCO partners across all fields covered by the UNESCO Culture Conventions.
Periodic reporting: The Secretariat undertook an assessment of eighteen reports submitted on the current status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List, which will be examined by the present session of the Committee (see document LHE/24/19.COM/6.a). Capacity-building support was provided to country focal points for periodic reporting from the reporting States in Africa (see document LHE/24/19.COM/6.b), with support from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Brazil, as well as the engagement of the Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Africa (CRESPIAF). The Secretariat also prepared an analytical report of the reports received from States Parties in the Arab States (see document LHE/24/19.COM/INF.6.c). In addition to the capacity-building support provided to the reporting States in Asia and the Pacific under the 2024 cycle, the Secretariat continues to get ready to move towards a single global submission system (see document LHE/24/19.COM/6.c).
Thematic initiatives on living heritage and sustainable development: The Secretariat advanced the three ongoing thematic initiatives (Decisions 16.COM 5.b and 17.COM 13) related to living heritage and sustainable development. An overview of this work is presented for examination by the present session of the Committee (Document LHE/24/19.COM/11).
f. Following the Committee’s endorsement of the guidance note on the economic dimensions of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage (Decision 18.COM 12), the Secretariat has initiated informal technical exchanges and dialogue with other institutions, including other UN agencies. The aim of these exchanges is to establish connections and seek resource and knowledge sharing with a view to collect case studies and develop sector-specific capacity-building materials.
g. Significant progress was made toward a better understanding of intangible cultural heritage and climate change, notably through the organization of a Category VI expert meeting. The meeting led to a draft guidance note, which is presented for examination by the present session of the Committee (Annex of document LHE/24/19.COM/11).
h. Concerning the initiative on intangible cultural heritage and sustainable urban development, the Secretariat has made progress towards the finalization of a set of documents intended to support expert consultations and the organization of a Category VI meeting of experts, scheduled for 2025. In parallel, a capacity-building approach was developed, through the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Funds-in-Trust multi-year initiative in Latin America and the Caribbean, ‘Strengthening capacities for resilient communities through sustainable tourism and heritage safeguarding’.
Indigenous Peoples: Special efforts were made by the Secretariat to coordinate the production of the publication ‘Celebrating the Living Heritage of Indigenous Peoples’. Supported by Brazil, this publication features eight chapters that showcase the safeguarding experiences of Indigenous Peoples around elements inscribed on the Lists of the Convention. By articulating these experiences in the context of the principles enshrined in the 2007 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the publication advocates for a holistic approach to safeguarding, and highlights key policy areas relevant to the recognition of and respect for the rights of Indigenous Peoples. The launch of the publication was held at UNESCO Headquarters during the tenth session of the General Assembly of States Parties with the participation of Indigenous representatives portrayed in the book. 
Non-governmental organizations: The tenth session of the General Assembly accredited fifty-eight new non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee, bringing the total number of accredited NGOs to 264 (Resolution 10.GA 9) Following the completion of the first phase of the project mapping the domains of competencies of accredited NGOs (Decision 14.COM 15), which produced the first 64 NGO profiles available on the Convention’s webpage, the second phase of the project that aims to produce an additional 100 profiles was prepared and is about to be launched. Finally, following the practice set up by the Committee since 2020, a stand-alone report by the ICH NGO Forum is presented for examination by the present session of the Committee (document LHE/24/19.COM/13).
[bookmark: _Hlk181551567]Knowledge management services: The Secretariat, in collaboration with UNESCO’s Bureau of Digital Business Solutions (DBS), updated its digital systems to supported versions and secured them against potential threats. A new functionality has been deployed, for example, to highlight activities for the International Day of the Intangible Cultural Heritage on 17 October 2024. Additionally, the Secretariat continues to develop digital tools to support the safeguarding and transmission of foodways as living heritage, through the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Funds-in-Trust multi-year initiative ‘International Food Atlas and digital platform for safeguarding, promoting and transmitting foodways to future generations’. The inception activities conducted between October 2023 and May 2024 paved a way for the subsequent mapping activities undertaken in the second half of 2024 in order to identify beneficiary countries and key stakeholders involved in the safeguarding of traditional foodways related practices.
B. Implementation of funding priorities of the Convention
Strengthening capacities to safeguard intangible cultural heritage: Within the scope of the first funding priority ‘Strengthening capacities to safeguard intangible cultural heritage using multi-modal approaches and contribute to sustainable development’ (Decision 16.COM 12), capacity-building support was provided to 117 Member States, including 41 in Africa and 31 SIDS to develop new or revised policies, strategies and programmes to safeguard living heritage.
Global network of facilitators: Following the expansion of the global network of facilitators, a series of in-person workshops for facilitators for each region was organized, with the latest being a training-of-trainers for new facilitators in Latin America and the Caribbean (13 to 17 May 2024, Santiago de Cali, Colombia). The Convention’s global network now counts 206 members from all regions. The development of the UNESCO Learning Platform for Safeguarding Living Heritage for Sustainable Development has entered its final stage. A series of online sessions (9 to 12 July 2024, online) was held to solicit feedback from 20 facilitators on the functionality of this new e-learning environment and how to use it in in their work, as part of the capacity building programme’s strategic reorientation towards multimodality.
Learning Management System: The Secretariat continued the work of converting and updating capacity-building materials into online learning courses and multimodal delivery formats, via the UNESCO Learning Platform for Safeguarding Living Heritage for Sustainable Development (formerly the Learning Management System - LMS). This work has been carried out under a partnership agreement established with the International Training Centre of the International Labour Organization (ITC-ILO) and other partners, including senior facilitators. Three modules under finalization are on ‘Living Heritage and Education’, the ‘Overall Results Framework’, and the ‘Implementation of the Convention’.
Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in formal and non-formal education: As part of the broader UNESCO Intersectoral Programme ‘Learning for Diversity’, projects aiming to integrate living heritage into education under the second funding priority of the Convention ‘Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in formal and non-formal education’ continued to expand across all regions. Such efforts paved the way for key intersectoral work following the adoption of the Culture and Arts Education Framework (13 to 15 February 2024, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates), making a significant contribution to Target 4.7 of the 2030 Agenda. Operationally, a needs assessment was carried out on the integration of living heritage in formal and non-formal education in AlUla, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as part of a global culture project supported by the Royal Commission for AlUla.
C. Partnership and outreach
ICH NGO Forum: Collaboration with the ICH NGO Forum was strengthened during the reporting period (see document LHE/24/19.COM/13). Collaboration was most notable through the implementation of the thematic initiatives of the Convention, as two global surveys were disseminated to all accredited non-governmental organizations and two expert meetings were attended by selected accredited non-governmental organizations. Additionally, the Secretariat supported the participation of ICH NGO Forum representatives in the sixteenth International Forum of NGOs in official partnership with UNESCO on ‘Sustainable Cultures’, as well as in the fourth Memory of the World ‘Global Policy Forum’.
Category 2 Centres: The twelfth annual coordination meeting for the Category 2 Centres active in the field of intangible cultural heritage was held at UNESCO Headquarters in June 2024. In addition, the Secretariat concluded the renewal evaluation process for the Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Latin America (CRESPIAL). Renewal evaluation processes for three Category 2 Centres are ongoing, namely the International Training Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (CRIHAP), the International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (IRCI), and the International Information and Networking Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (ICHCAP). The renewal process for the Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Africa (CRESPIAF) was completed by the 220th session of the Executive Board of UNESCO.
UNESCO Chairs: The reporting period saw the establishment of one new Chair in the field of intangible cultural heritage, the UNESCO Chair on Intangible Cultural Heritage in Public and Global Governance (University of Warsaw, Poland), and the renewal of one existing Chair, the UNESCO Chair on intangible cultural heritage and cultural diversity (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México - UNAM, Mexico).
Communications: Building on the momentum from the twentieth anniversary of the Convention, work is ongoing with UNESCO’s social media team to increase engagement levels on UNESCO’s general social media platforms (Twitter, Facebook and Instagram) through regular posts featuring living heritage. In parallel, responses and interviews are regularly provided to an increased number of media inquiries, contributing to greater awareness of the Convention. News items on the webpage are continuously produced, highlighting achievements, activities, and projects under the Convention as well as contributions to International Days and Decades.
D. Ways forward
The six months of the reporting period covered by the present report reflect the enhanced intensity and scope of the Secretariat’s operations, as it adapts its modalities and strategies following the twentieth anniversary of the Convention in 2023. In particular, the Seoul Vision for the Future of Safeguarding Living Heritage for Sustainable Development and Peace and the ‘Spirit of Naples’ Call for Action provided impetus and direction for the Secretariat’s activities in the first half of 2024 and a basis to consult States Parties on the Draft Programme and Budget for 2026-2029 (43 C/5). Following the recognition of culture as a key part of an equitable future at the Summit of the Future during the 79th session of the UN General Assembly, and in the lead-up towards the 2025 MONDIACULT session, the Secretariat continues its efforts to advocate for the full recognition of culture in the post-2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.
Going forward, the Secretariat will continue mobilizing the international cooperation mechanisms of the Convention to strengthen the safeguarding of living heritage at the international, national and local levels. Sustained efforts would be made to follow up ongoing activities under the two funding priorities of the Convention (2022-2025), bearing in mind the need to take stock of achievements and challenges as the quadrennial implementation period for these priorities comes to an end in 2025. Furthermore, the initiation of the reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention has opened new possibilities for the sharing of safeguarding experiences, and efforts are ongoing to operationalize the new online platform that will allow for the broadest involvement of communities.
Furthermore, the Secretariat continues to strengthen the capacities of States Parties in integrating living heritage in national development plans for sustainable development. A smooth transition to the single global submission system of periodic reporting would be key to this endeavour. The discussions during the tenth session of the General Assembly further indicated that stakeholders continue to prioritise thematic initiatives as key areas of intervention, which are reflected in the scale of the Secretariat’s projects in these areas and its cooperation with other agencies within the UN system. In parallel, the Secretariat is exploring other thematic areas, such as the potential of digital technologies for living heritage communities; a case in point is a webinar on artificial intelligence and intangible cultural heritage, which was convened online on 17 October 2024 at the occasion of the first edition of the International Day of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 19.COM 5
The Committee,
Having examined document LHE/24/19.COM/5 and its annex,
Acknowledges the efforts of the Secretariat to respond to the new directions established following the celebrations for the twentieth anniversary of the Convention, and for the continuous progress made in advancing the thematic initiatives of the Convention;
Appreciates the positive implementation outcomes following the global reflection on the listing mechanisms, including the new simplified procedures for nominations to the Lists and Register of the 2003 Convention, as well as the continuation of the reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18, and commends the Secretariat for supporting both processes throughout;
Welcomes the completion of the training of new facilitators in the global facilitator network and the reorientation of the global capacity-building programme to a fully multimodal delivery approach, in response to the increasing demand for projects under the first funding priority, ‘Strengthening capacities to safeguard intangible cultural heritage using multi-modal approaches and contribute to sustainable development’, and calls upon States Parties to support the design and implementation of multi-year projects to respond to such requests, notably in Africa and Small Island Developing States;
Further appreciates the steady progress made in the implementation of the second funding priority, ‘Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage through formal and non-formal education’, acknowledging the importance given by States Parties to this funding priority, and encourages them to intensify their support for mainstreaming living heritage and education into policies and programmes while providing support for the implementation of projects at the local level.
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[bookmark: _Hlk118638833]Annex I
[bookmark: _Hlk114585904]Assessment by performance indicator
	42C/5 Performance Indicator 1
	Number of Member States with new or revised policies, strategies and programmes to safeguard living heritage, including within sustainable development plans and frameworks, in line with the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage


	Baselines
	Targets 2025
	Assessment of progress:
01/01/2024 to 30/06/2024

	128, including 38 in Africa and 11 SIDS
	100, including 36 in Africa and 20 SIDS
	· 117 Member States benefitted from the capacity-building programme (including 41 in Africa and 31 SIDS);
· One interregional meeting organized on good practices in preparing multinational nominations for the Lists and Register of the Convention;
· 42 countries received support for the periodic reporting exercise in Asia and the Pacific;
· 26 experts from Latin America and the Caribbean were trained to join the global network of facilitators of the Convention;
· 16 countries involved in the inception phase of the International Food Atlas and Digital Platform project;
· 2 proposals processed for the establishment or renewal of UNESCO Chairs in the field of intangible cultural heritage.




	42C/5 Performance Indicator 2
	Number of Member States sustainably safeguarding living heritage through enhanced international cooperation and assistance mechanisms of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage


	Baselines
	Targets 2025
	Assessment of progress:
01/01/2024 to 30/06/2024

	123, including 10 in Africa and 10 SIDS
	100, including 44 in Africa and 10 SIDS
	· Reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention continued;
· 9 new International Assistance requests processed and granted by the Bureau, including 4 from Africa and 2 from SIDS;
· 71 nomination files treated for the 2024 cycle;
· 142 nomination files registered (including 120 newly-submitted files and 22 files pending priority ‘0’ treatment) and 69 nomination files treated for the 2025 cycle;
· 18 reports on the status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List analysed;
· 18 reports on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List by States Parties in the Arab States analysed;
· 44 reports on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List by States Parties in Africa analysed;
· 7 statutory meetings organized.



image1.png
y @
unhesco

Intangible Cultural Heritage





