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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
Eighteenth session
Kasane, Republic of Botswana
4 to 9 December 2023
Item 21 of the provisional agenda:
Other business 
	Summary
In accordance with Chapter I.12 of the Operational Directives, the Committee is asked to modify, at the request of Namibia, the name of ‘Aixan/Gana/Ob#ANS TSI //Khasigu, ancestral musical sound knowledge and skills’, inscribed in 2020 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.
Decision required: paragraph 5


A. 

At its fifteenth session in 2020, the Committee examined the nomination file n° 01540 submitted by Namibia and decided to inscribe the element ‘Aixan/Gana/Ob#ANS TSI //Khasigu, ancestral musical sound knowledge and skills’ on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (Decision 15.COM 8.a.4).
In a letter on 27 November 2023, the Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture brought to the attention of the Secretariat the need for a modification to the spelling of the name of the element and to change it to ‘Aboxan Musik ǀŌb ǂÂns tsî ǁKhasigu, ancestral musical sound knowledge and skills’. Furthermore, the State Party requested to modify any reference in the text of the element stating ‘Nama-stap’ to be changed to ‘Nama≠Nāb’.
According to the explanation provided by the State Party, the modified spelling more accurately represents the cultural and linguistic aspects of the element, as established through extensive consultations carried out by the State Party with the communities concerned.
This request by Namibia is presented to the Committee in conformity with Chapter I.12 of the Operational Directives.
The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 18.COM 21
The Committee,
Having examined document LHE/23/18.COM/21,
1. Recalling decision 15.COM 8.a.4 and Chapter I.12 of the Operational Directives,
2. Takes note of Namibia’s request to modify the name of the element ‘Aixan/Gana/Ob#ANS TSI //Khasigu, ancestral musical sound knowledge and skills’ inscribed in 2020 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding;
3. Approves the modification of name proposed by Namibia, and decides to modify the name of the element to ‘Aboxan Musik ǀŌb ǂÂns tsî ǁKhasigu, ancestral musical sound knowledge and skills’ in English and ‘Les connaissances et les savoir-faire musicaux ancestraux d’Aboxan Musik ǀŌb ǂÂns tsî ǁKhasigu’ in French;
4. Also approves to modify any reference in the text of the element stating ‘Nama-stap’ to be changed to ‘Nama≠Nāb’;
5. Commends Namibia for addressing the wishes of the communities concerned by the element, in accordance with the cultural and linguistic aspects of the element;
Requests that the Secretariat incorporate this modification into all its communications with respect to the element concerned.
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