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	Summary
The present session of the Assembly is requested, in accordance with Article 9.1 of the Convention, to decide on the accreditation of non-governmental organizations to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee, based on the proposal of the sixteenth session of the Committee. Proposals on the treatment of accreditation and renewal requests are also presented.
Decision required: paragraph 13



Introduction
1. Article 9.1 of the Convention requires that the Committee propose to the General Assembly the accreditation of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) with recognized competence in the field of intangible cultural heritage to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee. The criteria for, and modalities of, such accreditation are included in Chapter III.2.2 of the Operational Directives (paragraphs 91-99). To date, the General Assembly has accredited 267 organizations.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	The General Assembly accredited 97 organizations by Resolution 3.GA 7, 59 by Resolution 4.GA 6, 22 by Resolution 5.GA 6, 24 by Resolution 6.GA 8, 29 by Resolution 7.GA 11, and 36 by Resolution 8.GA 13.] 

2. The contribution and commitment of accredited NGOs are subject to a review by the Committee every four years following accreditation, based on the modalities and procedures of the process determined in Chapter III.2.2 of the Operational Directives (paragraphs 92–95). As a result of such review, the Committee may decide to maintain or terminate relations with the NGOs concerned. Following the decisions of the Committee in this regard over the past cycles,[footnoteRef:2] 184 NGOs are currently accredited to perform advisory functions for the Committee. Their geographical distribution is as follows (Figure 1): Electoral Group I: 99; Electoral Group II: 20; Electoral Group III: 10; Electoral Group IV: 25; Electoral Group V(a): 23 and Electoral Group V(b): 7. [2: 	At its tenth session in 2015, the Committee decided to continue relations with 59 NGOs and to terminate relations with 38 NGOs (Decision 10.COM 16), all accredited by the third session of the General Assembly in 2010 ; at its twelfth session in 2017, the Committee decided to continue relations with 42 NGOs and to terminate relations with 17 NGOs (Decision 12.COM 17), all accredited by the fourth session of the General Assembly in 2012; at its fourteenth session in 2019, the Committee decided to continue relations with 62 accredited NGOs and to terminate relations with 19 NGOs (Decision 14.COM 17), all accredited by the fifth session of the General Assembly ; at its sixteenth session in 2021, the Committee decided to continue relations with 57 accredited NGOs and to terminate relations with 9 NGOs (Decision 16.COM 15), all accredited by the sixth session of the General Assembly.] 


3. The geographical representation of accredited NGOs continues to be unbalanced. At its eighth session, the General Assembly encouraged NGOs from under-represented Electoral Groups that meet the criteria for accreditation to submit their requests for accreditation at the earliest opportunity, so as to improve the situation (Resolution 8.GA 13). The sixteenth session of the Committee considered that the geographical distribution of the accredited NGOs remains unequitable and invited States Parties from under-represented Electoral Groups to encourage NGOs operating within their territories to submit requests for accreditation (Decision 16.COM 15).
A. Accreditation of NGOs recommended by the sixteenth session of the Committee
4. At its sixteenth session in 2021, the Committee examined new accreditation requests from forty-six NGOs, and recommended that the General Assembly accredit thirty-two of them (Decision 16.COM 15). These organizations are listed in Annex I. The webpage of the Convention makes available all of the requests that were completed in time for the examination by the Committee in the language in which they were submitted, namely Form ICH-09 filled by each organization, together with supplementary documents regarding items 8.a, 8.b and 8.c of that form.
B. Accreditation of non-governmental organizations whose examination was deferred to the General Assembly by the sixteenth session of the Committee
5. During its sixteenth session, on 19 December 2021, the Committee was informed of concerns raised by Mexico (in the form of two notes verbales dated 13 December 2021) regarding the accreditation requests made by the following two NGOs (also listed in Annex II):
· Direct Gradual Development, Civil Association (NGO-90481), based in Mexico
· Institute for Intangible Cultural Heritage IPACIM (NGO-90493), based in Spain
6. Given the short notice, the Committee considered that information was lacking to determine whether or not these two organizations satisfied the criteria set out in paragraph 91 of the Operational Directives. The decision of the Committee was to defer the examination of the accreditation requests concerned to the General Assembly based on additional information to be provided prior to its ninth session (Decision 16.COM 15).
7. The Secretariat wrote to the national authorities of Mexico on 7 March 2022 to: (a) notify that the notes verbales would be transmitted to the organizations concerned as well as to the national authorities of Spain concerning the case of NGO-90493, and (b) ask whether the national authorities of Mexico would wish to add any complementary information. The response from Mexico received on 21 March 2022 was duly transmitted on 18 May 2022 in the original language (Spanish), together with the two initial notes verbales, to the two NGOs concerned and to Spain. The responses from the two NGOs were received on 31 May 2022 from NGO-90481 and on 2 June 2022 from NGO-90493, while no comments from Spain have been received at the time of writing this document. The above-mentioned correspondences are being made available on the dedicated webpage of the present session of the Assembly. Any information received before the present session of the Assembly will also be made available. It is the intention of the Secretariat to remove all correspondence from the dedicated webpage after the present session of the General Assembly (in line with a similar procedure used to treat correspondence regarding nominations in the sense of Decision 7.COM 15).
8. Based on the additional information, the General Assembly is invited to consider whether one or both of the two NGOs mentioned in Annex II satisfy all the criteria for accreditation, as set out in paragraph 91 of the Operational Directives, in order to accredit accordingly, none, one or both of them to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee.
C. Treatment of accreditation and renewal requests
9. While discussing the two above-mentioned cases, the sixteenth session of the Committee considered that there was a need to improve the procedure currently used to review requests for new accreditations and renewal of accreditation status. In particular, the Secretariat was requested to ‘put in place a clear communication mechanism with the States Parties that allows it to obtain as much information as possible on requests for accreditation of NGOs to achieve the fulfilment of the objectives, ethical principles and cooperation spirit of the 2003 Convention’ (Decision 16.COM 15).
10. Requests for new accreditations and renewals are reviewed by the Secretariat of the 2003 Convention against the criteria set out in the Operational Directives. The Secretariat registers the proposals in accordance with paragraph 99 of the Operational Directives, helps the organizations to provide any missing information, if necessary, and prepares recommendations to the Committee as requested in paragraph 92 of the Operational Directives. The relevant forms and corresponding working documents are made available through the webpage of the Convention at the latest four weeks before the opening of the relevant sessions of the Committee and the General Assembly.
11. In response to the request by the sixteenth session of the Committee, the Secretariat proposes the following two adjustments:
a. The Secretariat will make available accreditation requests (Form ICH-09) and quadrennial reports by accredited NGOs (Form ICH-08) through the webpage of the Convention, as soon as possible after their submission deadlines (30 April of odd-numbered years and 15 February of odd-numbered years, respectively).
b. The Secretariat will consult UNESCO Field Offices on the requests for new accreditations and renewals with a view to collect information that would allow it to assess the requests in the sense of paragraph 92 of the Operational Directives.
12. These adjustments may be applied to accreditation and renewal requests for examination by the eighteenth session of the Committee in 2023 and the tenth session of the General Assembly in 2024. The Secretariat intends to report the experience of the adjusted procedure to the eighteenth session of the Committee.
13. The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:
DRAFT RESOLUTION 9.GA 7
The General Assembly,
1. Having examined document LHE/22/9.GA/7 and its annexes,
2. Recalling Article 9 of the Convention and paragraphs 91-99 of the Operational Directives,
3. Further recalling Decision 16.COM 15,
4. Accredits the thirty-two NGOs listed in Annex I to this resolution to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee;
5. Takes note of the additional information provided by the organisations listed in the Annex II to this resolution as well as by [one of the States Parties] [the States Parties] concerned and
[Option A] further accredits [Institute for Intangible Cultural Heritage IPACIM] [and] [Direct Gradual Development, Civil Association] to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee;
[Option B] considers that [Institute for Intangible Cultural Heritage IPACIM] [and] [Direct Gradual Development, Civil Association] do not satisfy the criteria set out in paragraph 91 of the Operational Directives;
6. [bookmark: _Hlk47615881]Encourages NGOs from under-represented Electoral Groups that meet the criteria for accreditation to submit their requests for accreditation at the earliest opportunity so as to improve the geographical distribution of accredited NGOs and invites States Parties from those Electoral Groups to make this call widely known among NGOs based within their territories;
7. Reminds the NGOs accredited in 2010, 2014 and 2018 that they are to submit their quadrennial report to the Secretariat before the deadline of 15 February 2023 so that the eighteenth session of the Committee can review the contributions and commitment of each advisory organization;
8. Takes note of the proposals on the treatment of accreditation and renewal requests from NGOs, namely the timing of the publication of such requests and the involvement of UNESCO Field Offices.

Annex I: Non-governmental organizations recommended for accreditation by the sixteenth session of the Committee
	Organization name
	Country of registered office
	Application number

	Association pour le Devenir des Autochtones et de leur Connaissance Originelle (A.D.A.C.O)
	Gabon
	NGO-90479

	Al Sadu Handcraft Cooperative Society
	Kuwait
	NGO-90480

	Fondation Princesse Momafon Rabiatou NJOYA
	Cameroon
	NGO-90482

	Art for Refugees in Transition
	United States of America
	NGO-90484

	Mundo Espiral Foundation
	Colombia
	NGO-90485

	Stuppa Indonesia Foundation
	Indonesia
	NGO-90486

	Indonesian Batik Foundation
	Indonesia
	NGO-90487

	Embodying Reconciliation
	Colombia
	NGO-90488

	Société québécoise d’ethnologie
	Canada
	NGO-90490

	Norwegian Youth Association
	Norway
	NGO-90491

	Konstelacio
	France
	NGO-90492

	Academy of the Fair Courtesy
	Italy
	NGO-90494

	Research Centre for Greek Singing (R.C.Gr.S.]
	Greece
	NGO-90495

	Institut National des Métiers d’Art (INMA)
	France
	NGO-90499

	Karama Foundation for Social and Cultural Development
	Egypt
	NGO-90500

	Cultural Survival
	United States of America
	NGO-90501

	Portobelo Bay Foundation
	Panama
	NGO-90502

	PARCUM VZW
	Belgium
	NGO-90503

	National Union of Folk-Art Masters of Ukraine (NSMNMU)
	Ukraine
	NGO-90504

	Fédération des coopératives des Pays de Mayoko ‘Fecopam’
	Republic of Congo
	NGO-90505

	The Archers Foundation
	Turkey
	NGO-90508

	France PCI – Association française des éléments inscrits sur les listes du patrimoine culturel immatériel de l’Unesco
	France
	NGO-90509

	Uganda Community Museums Association (UCOMA)
	Uganda
	NGO-90510

	Cross Arts Cultural Association
	Lebanon
	NGO-90512

	Arrayán Network of Culture, Heritage and Environment
	Spain
	NGO-90513

	Anatolian Handicrafts Conservation and Development Association
	Turkey
	NGO-90514

	Doostdaran and Hafezane Kheshte Kham Association (DHKKA)
	Iran
	NGO-90516

	ELLINIKI ETAIRIA - Society for the Environment and Cultural Heritage
	Greece
	NGO-90517

	Association Ankraké
	France
	NGO-90520

	Society for Digitization of Traditional Cultural Heritage (Society for DTCH)
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	NGO-90521

	Fundación INDICRI
	Panama
	NGO-90522

	Femmes et traditions
	Canada
	NGO-90523



Annex II: Non-governmental organizations whose examination of accreditation was deferred to the General Assembly by the sixteenth session of the Committee
	Organization name
	Country of registered office
	Application number

	Direct Gradual Development, Civil Association
	Mexico
	NGO-90481

	Institute for Intangible Cultural Heritage (IPACIM)
	Spain
	NGO-90493



Figure 1. Geographical distribution of accredited NGOs
(184 in total in 2022)
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