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Item 15 of the provisional agenda:
Number of files submitted for the 2022 and 2023 cycles and
number of files that can be treated in the 2024 and 2025 cycles
	Summary
In order to manage the listing mechanisms of the Convention, the Committee is to determine the number of files to be treated during the following two cycles and to do so two years beforehand. This document a) provides an overview of the files submitted for the 2022 and 2023 cycles and b) proposes a plan for the 2024 and 2025 cycles, taking note of the results of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms.
Decision required: paragraph 19


I. 
Background
1. Under the Convention, one of the functions of the Committee is to decide on requests by States Parties for the inscription of elements on the Lists and for the selection of proposals to the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices (Article 7(g) (i) of the Convention). The system regarding the number of files that can be included in a cycle and the priorities for selecting those files is laid out in paragraphs 33 and 34 of the Operational Directives of the Convention. According to these provisions, the Committee determines the number of files that can be treated in the course of the two following cycles, applying the set of priorities defined under paragraph 34 of the Operational Directives.
2. The present document reports on the number of files submitted for the 2022 and 2023 cycles with the analysis of the situation for these two cycles (Section II), in response to the request made to the Secretariat to report on the number of files submitted for those cycles and on its experience in applying the Operational Directives and the decisions of the previous sessions (Decision 15.COM 9). Furthermore, based on this experience and in application of the Operational Directives as amended by the ninth session of the General Assembly (see paragraphs 12 and 13), the document proposes an overall number of files that can be treated for the 2024 and 2025 cycles (Section III).
II. Reports on past cycles
3. The 2022 and 2023 cycles were managed based on paragraphs 33 and 34 of the Operational Directives as approved by the eighth session of the General Assembly in 2020 and the relevant decisions of the Committee. At its fifteenth session in 2020, the Committee decided that the number of nomination files was to be at least fifty-five per cycle in the course of the 2022 and 2023 cycles, while at least one file per submitting State should be processed during the two-year period of 2022–2023 (Decision 15.COM 9).
Report on the 2022 cycle
4. For the 2022 cycle[footnoteRef:1], a high number (60) of nomination files were received from a high number of submitting States (64) by the deadline of 31 March 2021. Newly received files, pending files from the 2021 cycle and those from previous cycles that were not previously treated due to the established ceiling (called ‘backlog files’) were taken into consideration. Based on the indications given by the submitting States on which of the files they wished to be considered, eighty-five nominations (including twenty-three multinational files) could potentially be considered for the 2022 cycle. In application of the Committee's Decision 15.COM 9 and the levels of priority set out in paragraph 34 of the Operational Directives, fifty-nine files (forty national files and nineteen multinational ones) were included in the 2022 cycle. This included all files under priority (0) and priority (i), together with nineteen multinational files out of the twenty-three received under priority (ii). Four remaining multinational files could not be treated under this cycle and twenty-two States with one or more elements inscribed could not see their national files under priority (iii) included. [1: . 	The list of files for the 2022 cycle is displayed on a dedicated page of the Convention, along with an indication of those files that have been treated.] 

5. In addition to the abovementioned files, two nominations relating to the 2022 cycle were examined respectively by the sixteenth session and the fifth extraordinary session of the Committee. Firstly, the nomination of ‘Joumou Soup’ submitted by Haiti and initially included in the 2022 cycle, was inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in December 2021, on an exceptional basis with respect to procedures (Decision 16.COM 19 and Resolution 9.GA 8). Furthermore, the nomination ‘Culture of Ukrainian Borscht Cooking’, initially submitted by Ukraine in March 2021 for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, was inscribed under the 2022 cycle on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding as a case of extreme urgency through the accelerated procedure established under Article 17.3 of the Convention (Decision 5.EXT.COM 5).
Report on the 2023 cycle
6. For the 2023 cycle[footnoteRef:2], the Secretariat again received a high number (67) of new files from a high number of submitting States (76) by the deadline of 31 March 2022. Taking into account pending files from the 2022 cycle and the backlog files from previous cycles, and based on the indications given by the submitting States on which of the files they wished to be considered, eighty-two potential files (including thirteen multinational files) were considered for the 2023 cycle. [2: . 	The list of files for the 2023 cycle are displayed on a dedicated page of the Convention, along with an indication of those files that have been treated. 
] 

7. In application of the Committee's Decision 15.COM 9 and the levels of priority set out in paragraph 34 of the Operational Directives, sixty files were considered for the 2023 cycle (forty-seven national files and thirteen multinational ones). With this effort, all files under priority (0), priority (i) and priority (ii) could be treated, including the four multinational files that could not be included in the 2022 cycle. These files are foreseen to be examined by the Committee at its eighteenth session in November/December 2023. Twenty-two States with one or more elements already inscribed on the Lists (priority (iii)) could not see their national files included in the 2023 cycle and will be included as priority (0) under the 2024 cycle.
Trends regarding multinational files
8. The increasing number of multinational files (17 submitted or resubmitted every year on average in the past four cycles) demonstrates the important role of the Convention as a catalyst for international cooperation among States and communities. However, it also raises a number of issues that the Committee may wish to take into consideration for future cycles.
9. For two cycles in a row, the 2021 (see document LHE/20/15.COM/9) and 2022 cycles, the Convention faced a situation whereby multinational files corresponding to priority (ii) could not all be treated. In this situation, priority was first given to multinational files with at least one submitting State that has no national elements inscribed (corresponding to five files in each of the 2021 and 2022 cycles). Then, among the remaining multinational files received for the 2022 cycle, it was observed that three separate groups of States – comprising of two to three States – each submitted several multinational files involving the same submitting States. In order to maintain the number of files treated below sixty, each of the three groups of States indicated one file to be treated as part of the 2022 cycle, while the remaining ones could be considered in a future cycle. This backlog of multinational nominations was absorbed with the 2023 cycle, in which all newly submitted and remaining multinational files could be included.
10. In recent cycles, multinational inscriptions have only marginally helped improving the geographical balance of the listing mechanisms. Since the 2019 cycle, only 13 of the 55 multinational files received involved a submitting State with no national element inscribed. In fact, it has often been observed that some States were involved in several multinational files submitted for the same cycle: for example, for the 2022 cycle, eighteen States were involved in more than one multinational nomination (ten of which also had a national file in the same cycle), with two States involved in seven multinational files, three States in five files and five States in three files.
11. While the increasing number of multinational nominations is a success for the Convention and its listing mechanisms, it should be noted that the inclusion of all multinational files in a given cycle can result in preventing States that have very few elements inscribed to have their national file examined. The Committee may wish to encourage States Parties to take the present situation into account when submitting files for the 2024 and 2025 cycles and in particular to restraint from submitting several multiple files in the same cycle so as to allow for a better representativity of the Lists.
III. Proposals for the 2024 and 2025 cycles
12. Pursuant to the recommendations of the Open-ended intergovernmental working group established within the global reflection on the listing mechanisms of the Convention, the General Assembly approved in July 2022 amendments to paragraphs 33 and 34 of the Operational Directives (Resolution 9.GA 9). In particular, it decided to set the annual ceiling of files to be included in a given cycle at ‘no more than sixty’. Furthermore, the practice of the priority (0) applied by successive decisions of the Committee since 2014 was formally introduced in the Operational Directives.
13. The new provisions that will be applied for the first time for files to be submitted by 31 March 2023 for possible examination in 2024 are as follows:
· Paragraph 33 stipulates that: ‘[t]he Committee determines two years beforehand, in accordance with the available resources and its capacity, the number of files that can be treated in the course of the two following cycles which in total is set at no more than sixty’; and
· Paragraph 34 establishes the priorities for selecting those files as follows:
	priority (0) – files from States which had no file treated during the preceding cycle; 
priority (i) – files from States having no elements inscribed, best safeguarding practices selected, and nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding; 
priority (ii) – multinational files; and
priority (iii) – files from States with the fewest elements inscribed and best safeguarding practices selected, in comparison with other submitting States during the same cycle.
In case they submit several files during the same cycle, submitting States shall indicate the order of priority in which they wish their files to be examined and are invited to give priority to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.


Number of files for the 2024 and 2025 cycles
14. In order to provide an overview about the number of files that will be examined by the Committee, assessed by the Evaluation Body and treated by the Secretariat, it should be recalled that the introduction of new procedures in the Operational Directives will result in an increasing workload for the Committee, the Evaluation Body and the Secretariat that will come in addition to the treatment of files under these two cycles. The following requests and procedures will be treated outside the annual ceiling:
· Requests for the transfer of an element from the Representative List to the Urgent Safeguarding List (paragraph 54 of the Operational Directives);
· In the context of a transfer of an element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List, the inclusion in the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices of the successful safeguarding experience described in the transfer request (paragraph 39.3 of the Operational Directives);
· Procedures for the follow-up of elements inscribed on the Lists of the Convention (paragraphs 40.2 and 40.3 of the Operational Directives);
· On an experimental basis, requests for the transfer of an element from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List and those for inscription on an extended or reduced basis. A report will be presented to the tenth session of the General Assembly in mid-2024 (therefore after the 2025 cycle is established), as per Recommendations 5 and 6 of the Part III meeting of the Open-ended intergovernmental working group in the framework of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms, presented to the fifth extraordinary session of the Committee (document LHE/22/5.EXT.COM/4).
15. In addition, the Committee will no longer examine standalone requests for International Assistance and only those submitted simultaneously with nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or submitted in the context of the transfer of an element from the Representative List to the Urgent Safeguarding List. Other International Assistance requests are to be examined by the Bureau.
16. For the 2024 and 2025 cycles, the Committee may wish to request that the Secretariat includes ‘no more than sixty files per cycle’ as stipulated in paragraph 34 of the Operational Directives. In doing so, the Secretariat shall ensure that all files under priority (0) are included.
17. Based on the experience of the 2021 and 2022 cycles, in which some multinational files could not be treated, in the event that the inclusion of all multinational files in the 2024 or 2025 cycles bring the number of files to be treated above sixty, the following prioritization system may be considered within multinational files[footnoteRef:3]: [3: .	The establishment of such a prioritization system is in line with Recommendation 4 of the Part III meeting of the Open-ended intergovernmental working group in the framework of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms.] 

· multinational files with at least one submitting State that has no national elements inscribed;
· multinational files with the fewest elements inscribed per submitting State concerned. If necessary, groups of submitting States who have submitted more than one multinational file in a given cycle shall be requested to choose which of their multinational files should be considered.
Revised forms for the 2024 cycle and beyond
18. The completion of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms in July 2022 required the revision and development of new forms to reflect the latest amendments to the Operational Directives adopted by the General Assembly (Resolution 9.GA 9). The revised Operational Directives heavily impact Form ICH-01, Form ICH-02, Form ICH-03 and Form ICH-05, which are being overhauled and simplified. These forms (as outlined in paragraphs 20.1, 20.2, 21 and 22 of the Operational Directives) are foreseen to be published in English and French as soon as possible and at the latest before the end of 2022 on a dedicated webpage (https://ich.unesco.org/en/forms):
· Revised Form ICH-01 will allow States to submit nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List (with an option to simultaneously request International Assistance), nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List on an extended or reduced basis at the national and/or international level and requests for transfer from the Representative List to the Urgent Safeguarding List (Form ICH-01 RL to USL);
· Revised Form ICH-02 will allow States to submit nominations to the Representative List, nominations to the Representative List on an extended or reduced basis at the national and/or international level and requests for transfer from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List (Form ICH-02 USL to RL);
· Revised Form ICH-03 will continue being used for proposals to the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices;
· Revised Form ICH-05 will become the only form for all types of preparatory assistance;
· Other forms will at this stage not be overhauled and only receive an administrative update; these will be published on the abovementioned webpage with the same timeline.
19. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
[bookmark: _Hlk112259518]DRAFT DECISION 17.COM 15
1. Having examined document LHE/22/17.COM/15,
1. Recalling paragraphs 20.1, 20.2, 21, 22, 33, 34, 39.3, 40.2, 40.3, 54 of the Operational Directives, its Decision 15.COM 9, as well as Resolution 9.GA.9,
1. Takes note that the number of files treated for the 2022 cycle is fifty-nine (forty national files and nineteen multinational ones) and that for the 2023 cycle sixty files are treated (forty-seven national files and thirteen multinational ones), while welcoming the efforts of the Secretariat to increase the number of files for the 2023 cycle from fifty-five to sixty;
1. Further takes note that for the 2024 and 2025 cycles, requests for the transfer of elements from one List to another, the inclusion in the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices of the successful safeguarding experience resulting from a transfer from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List, requests for inscriptions on an extended or reduced basis, as well as the follow-up of inscribed elements, will be treated outside of the annual ceiling;
1. Decides that, in the course of the 2024 and 2025 cycles, the number of nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, proposals of programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention that can be treated is determined to be no more than sixty per cycle;
1. Further decides that the Secretariat may exercise some flexibility if that will permit greater equity among submitting States with equal priority under paragraph 34 of the Operational Directives;
1. Further requests that within multinational files, priority be given to:
· multinational files with at least one submitting State that has no national elements inscribed;
· multinational files with the fewest elements inscribed per submitting State concerned, taking note that groups of submitting States who have submitted more than one multinational file in a given cycle may be requested to choose which of their multinational files should be considered.
1. Invites States Parties to take the present decision and current situation as regards multinational files into account when submitting files for the 2024 and 2025 cycles and to show restraint from submitting several multinational files in the same cycle so as to allow for a better representativity of the Lists;
1. Also takes note that forms for the international cooperation mechanisms of the Convention are being revised to reflect the Operational Directives as amended by the ninth session of the General Assembly;
1. Also requests that the Secretariat report to it on the number of files submitted for the 2024 and 2025 cycles, its experience in applying the Operational Directives and the present decision at its nineteenth session, while taking note that the Secretariat will report to the tenth session of the General Assembly in 2024, on its experience with the treatment outside the annual ceiling of requests for (a) the transfer from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List and (b) the inscription on an extended or reduced basis.
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