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A. Background
As per Article 29 of the 2003 Convention and Chapter V of the current Operational Directives, States Parties submit their periodic reports: (i) on the implementation of the Convention at the national level and on the status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity (hereafter, the Representative List), and separately; (ii) on the status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (hereafter, the Urgent Safeguarding List).
Periodic reporting has been reformed with the aim of enhancing its quality, usefulness and timeliness, as well as to address the low submission rate, following the decision of the twelfth session of the Committee in 2017 (Decision 12.COM 10). The mechanism has been aligned with the Overall Results Framework of the Convention in order to ensure the process was clearly in line with the overarching goals of implementing the Convention and to allow for more effective monitoring to achieve these goals (Resolution 7.GA 9 and Decision 14.COM 8). These reforms concerned the reporting process on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List (reporting on elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List was not concerned by the reform, while the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices has never been subject to reporting).
The periodicity of the reporting process was also amended such that States Parties would submit their reports every six years on the basis of a system of regional rotation (Decision 13.COM 8). The regional approach adopted has significantly improved the timeliness and rate of submissions, while strengthening national capacities and peer-to-peer learning. The first regional reporting cycle also allowed substantial regional analysis of key trends. At the same time, periodic reporting has become increasingly interconnected with other cooperation mechanisms under the Convention, informing assessment and nomination-related processes, and contributing to the identification of priorities for International Assistance and targeted safeguarding measures.
The calendar for the first cycle of reporting was defined as follows – the submission rates by region are also indicated:
· Latin America and the Caribbean (2021 cycle): periodic reports submitted by 15 December 2020 for examination by the Committee at its sixteenth session in 2021; twenty-eight out of thirty-two (87.5 per cent) States Parties submitted.
· Europe (2022 cycle): periodic reports submitted by 15 December 2021 for examination by the Committee at its seventeenth session in 2022; forty-four (100 per cent) States Parties in Europe submitted.
· Arab States (2023 cycle): periodic reports submitted by 15 December 2022 for examination by the Committee at its eighteenth session in 2023; eighteen Arab States which were party to the Convention at the time of reporting (100 per cent) submitted.
· Africa (2024 cycle): periodic reports submitted by 15 December 2023 for examination by the Committee at its nineteenth session in 2024; Forty-four States in Africa that were party to the Convention at the time of reporting (100 per cent) submitted.
· Asia and the Pacific (2025 cycle): periodic reports submitted by 15 December 2024 for examination by the Committee at its twentieth session in 2025; thirty-eight out of forty-two (90.5 per cent) States Parties submitted.
B. Towards the single global submission system: calendar and milestones
The MONDIACULT 2022 Declaration called for a UNESCO Global Report on Cultural Policies every four years, with the first edition issued in 2025, requiring adaptations under the 2003 Convention to support this comprehensive global analysis. In response, the Intergovernmental Committee of the 2003 Convention approved a roadmap towards a single global submission system, requiring all States Parties to submit their reports by 30 June 2027 and every four years thereafter (most recently at its twentieth session in December 2025, see Decision 20.COM 6.c), subject to approval of amendments to the Operational Directives by the eleventh session of the General Assembly. The move entails the following: 
· Reports by States Parties on the implementation of the Convention and on the status of elements inscribed on the Representative List, reports by States Parties on elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List, and reports by States non party to the Convention on elements inscribed on the Representative List, shall be submitted by 30 June 2027, and every four years thereafter. 
· The General Assembly at its eleventh session (17 to 18 June 2026 at UNESCO Headquarters) will examine the necessary amendments to the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention to support the move.
· All States are expected to submit their reports using the designated forms that are currently undergoing revisions to simplify them (Form ICH-10 and Form ICH-11). Further to the submission, the Governing Bodies of the Convention will continue to examine the reports, which will then be brought to the attention of the General Conference of UNESCO, pursuant to Article 30 of the Convention.
· In the meantime, the submission of all types of reports for the deadline of 15 December 2026 is suspended, including for overdue reports.
The Committee will continue to examine periodic reports on the implementation of the Convention and on the status of elements inscribed on the Representative List submitted by States Parties (in compliance with Article 29 of the Convention) and on the status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List. Similarly, periodic reports will continue to be submitted by the Committee to the General Assembly and also brought to the attention of the General Conference of UNESCO (in compliance with Article 30 of the Convention).
C. Reporting under the Convention: overview of current modalities and areas for improvement
The Secretariat organized five online regional consultations, each preceded by a dedicated survey, between April and May 2025 in preparation for the reflection year in question. A total of 290 participants took part, including periodic reporting focal points, facilitators from UNESCO’s global network, and representatives of category 2 centres working in the field of living heritage. Key recommendations included simplifying reporting forms and improving online reporting tools. Main suggestions focused on simplifying the forms by reducing and merging questions and removing redundancies. Further improvements may include optional responses for certain subsections, technical handbook for step-by-step guidance, and user-friendly design improvements. 
The approach to simplifying the Form ICH-10 for reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the status of elements inscribed on the Representative List needs to be undertaken in a careful balance between structural reduction and the preservation of analytical integrity. The form currently consists of three main sections, with Section B representing the most complex component as it captures reporting against the Overall Results Framework through thematic areas, indicators, and assessment factors, alongside automatically calculated baselines. The proposed simplification therefore concentrates primarily on this section, while also reviewing Section A and Section C to eliminate duplication. The objective is to significantly reduce the number of questions, aiming for a substantial decrease through the deletion, merging, rephrasing, and regrouping of items, while maintaining clear alignment with the Overall Results Framework. Particular attention is given to improving the quality of responses by encouraging the use of scaled questions instead of binary formats, and to addressing limitations in the current baselines calculation system. At the same time, a need has been identified to retain continuity with existing baselines, when and where meaningful.
The approach to simplifying the Form ICH-11 for reporting on the status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List will build on the proposed revisions to Section C of Form ICH-10 dedicated to elements inscribed on the Representative List, while preserving the distinct objectives and element-based specificities of each reporting tool. At the same time, the revision must be undertaken with particular care to maintain alignment with Form ICH-02 USL to RL, used for requests to transfer elements from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List, thereby ensuring continuity and compatibility between these interconnected mechanisms because the move to the single submission system would impact the process for transferring elements from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List which became linked to periodic reporting as one of the outcomes of the Global Reflection on the Listing Mechanisms of the Convention (2018–2022). When moving to the new system, requests to transfer elements from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the Representative List may be submitted by the single submission date of 30 June 2027 and every four years thereafter. Nonetheless, no substantial revisions to Form ICH-02 USL to RL are expected. Furthermore, the process to transfer an element from the Representative List to the Urgent Safeguarding List, for which the statutory deadline is 31 January, is not expected to be impacted by the move to the new reporting system.
The above-mentioned consultations also highlighted the need for the periodic reporting system to cover the status of programmes, projects and activities selected for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices, which is not the case under the current system. The planned move would not have an immediate impact on the programmes, projects and activities selected for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices. This is mainly because the setup of the Register differs from that of the Representative List and the Urgent Safeguarding List, in that it recognizes ‘completed’ and ‘ongoing’ interventions. As such, the reporting logic for the two Lists may not be automatically applicable to the Register. In parallel, the Governing Bodies of the Convention have been undertaking the reflection on a broader implementation of Article 18 of the Convention to facilitate the sharing of good safeguarding experiences (see the preliminary version of the online platform, launched in May 2025).
The technically complex work of simplifying the periodic reporting forms is expected to benefit from the discussions to be undertaken during the global reflection meeting in question, to fine-tune the proposed revisions before the forms are made available to States Parties. The aim is to release a Word version of the revised forms by 30 June 2026 (target).
D. Strengthening capacities for periodic reporting
The shift towards the global submission system for periodic reporting will require carefully planning a targeted capacity-building strategy, taking into account the financial and human resources required in light of the new reporting calendar, while keeping key cornerstones of the current strategy, such as the regional approach and the emphasis on peer learning, which proved effective during the first regional cycle of reporting. In this framework, capacity-building activities could benefit from strengthened cooperation and collaboration with category 2 centres, which have played a pivotal role in organizing and hosting training activities during the current cycle and have expressed readiness for a broader involvement in the periodic reporting exercise.
To date, the Secretariat has planned a series of activities at the global level with the support of category 2 centres. These comprise an online Training of Trainers, scheduled from 17 to 18 September 2026, and the publication of updated capacity-building materials for focal points on the Convention’s dedicated webpage, between September and October 2026. At the same time, consultations with category 2 centres are ongoing to determine concrete modalities for cooperation at the regional level.
While these planned activities represent a significant and highly positive step forward in strengthening capacities for periodic reporting, they will not be sufficient on their own to ensure equitable capacity-building across all regions. Additional financial and human resources will be required to support a more sustained and inclusive implementation, with a view to ensuring that all regions are adequately covered. In this regard, further support would be important to consolidate and scale up these efforts.
E. Global reflection meeting
The reflection year, which concludes the current reporting cycle, will be instrumental in assessing lessons learned and identifying gaps, with a view to further reinforcing the Convention’s reporting mechanisms and enhancing results-based monitoring. As a milestone of the reflection year, the present global reflection meeting will take stock of lessons learned, while laying the groundwork for the cycles ahead in light of the move towards a single global submission system for periodic reporting. 
Bringing together focal points for periodic reporting (the Secretariat called for the designation of focal point through a circular letter of 13 March 2026) and key technical stakeholders the meeting has been designed to serve as an important platform for refining revisions to the periodic reporting forms. In addition, the meeting provides an opportunity for the Secretariat to share information on the capacity-building approach for the future periodic reporting cycles. 
The dedicated webpage provides the agenda and timetable, background information and the list of invitees, while the present document includes a list of main statutory documents and decisions of the Governing Bodies related to periodic reporting under the 2003 Convention (Annex I), as well as the calendar and timeline for the move towards the single global submission system of periodic reporting (Annex II).
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	Statutory documents and decisions/resolutions of the Governing Bodies of the 2003 Convention related to periodic reporting[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The information provided in the table is to be complemented with details available on the webpage dedicated to Intergovernmental Committee’s working documents, particularly for reports submitted in cycles before the reform launched in 2017.] 




	Sessions
	Documents
	Outcomes

	Twelfth session of the Committee (4 to 9 December 2017, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea)

	Draft amendments to the Operational Directives on periodic reporting
	ITH/17/12.COM/10
	Decision 12.COM 10

	Seventh session of the General Assembly (4 to 6 June 2018, UNESCO Headquarters)

	Draft overall results framework
	ITH/18/7.GA/9
	Resolution 7.GA 9

	Thirteenth session of the Committee (26 November to 1 December 2018, Port Louis, Republic of Mauritius)

	Reform of the periodic reporting mechanism
	ITH/18/13.COM/8
	Decision 13.COM 8

	Fourteenth session of the Committee (9 to 14 December 2019, Bogota, Colombia)

	Reform of the periodic reporting mechanism
	LHE/19/14.COM/8
	Decision 14.COM 8

	Sixteenth session of the Committee (13 to 18 December 2021, Online)

	Examination of the reports by States Parties on the current status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
	LHE/21/16.COM/7.a
	Decision 16.COM 7.a
See also individual decisions under Item 7.a

	Examination of the reports of the first cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in Latin America and the Caribbean
	LHE/21/16.COM/7.b
	Decision 16.COM 7.b

	Examination of the reports by States non party on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
	LHE/21/16.COM/7.c
	Decision 16.COM 7.c

	Seventeenth session of the Committee (28 November to 3 December 2022, Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco)

	Examination of the reports by States Parties on the current status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
	LHE/22/17.COM/6.a Rev.
	Decision 17.COM 6.a
See also individual decisions under item -6.a

	Examination of the reports of the first cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in Europe
	LHE/22/17.COM/6.b Rev. 
	Decision 17.COM 6.b

	Update on the first cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in Latin America and the Caribbean (2021 Cycle), in the Arab States (2023 Cycle) and in Africa (2024 Cycle)
	LHE/22/17.COM/6.c
	Decision 17.COM 6.c

	Analytical Report of the first cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in Latin America and the Caribbean
	LHE/22/17.COM/INF.6.c Rev.
	Decision 17.COM 6.c

	Eighteenth session of the Committee (5 to 8 December 2023, Kasane, Republic of Botswana)

	Examination of the reports by States Parties on the current status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
	LHE/23/18.COM/7.a
	Decision 18.COM 7.a
See also individual decisions under item 7.a

	Examination of the reports of the regional cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in the Arab States
	LHE/23/18.COM/7.b Rev.
	Decision 18.COM 7.b

	Update on the regional cycles of the Convention’s periodic reporting and proposal for related amendments to the Operational Directives
	LHE/23/18.COM/7.c Rev.
	Decision 18.COM 7.c

	Analytical Report of the first cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in Europe
	LHE/23/18.COM/INF.7.c
	Decision 18.COM 7.c

	Tenth session of the General Assembly (11 to 12 June 2024, UNESCO Headquarters)

	Report by the Committee to the General Assembly (January 2022 to December 2023)
	LHE/24/10.GA/5
	Resolution 10/GA 5

	Report by the Secretariat on its activities (January 2022 to December 2023)
	LHE/24/10.GA/6
	Resolution 10/GA 6

	Nineteenth session of the Committee (2 to 6 December 2024, Asunción, Republic of Paraguay)

	Examination of the reports by States Parties on the current status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
	LHE/24/19.COM/6.a
	Decision 19.COM 6.a
See also individual decisions under item 6.a

	Examination of the reports of the regional cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in Africa
	LHE/24/19.COM/6.b
	Decision 19.COM 6.b

	Update on the regional cycles of the Convention’s periodic reporting
	LHE/24/19.COM/6.c
	Decision 19.COM 6.c

	Analytical Report of the first cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in the Arab States
	LHE/24/19.COM/INF.6.c
	Decision 19.COM 6.c

	Twentieth session of the Committee (8 to 12 December 2025, New Delhi, India)

	Examination of the reports by States Parties on the current status of elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
	LHE/25/20.COM/6.a

	Decision 20.COM 6.a
See also individual decisions under item 6.a

	Examination of the reports of the regional cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in Asia and the Pacific
	LHE/25/20.COM/6.b

	Decision 20.COM 6.b


	Update on the regional cycles of the Convention’s periodic reporting and proposal for related amendments to the Operational Directives
	LHE/25/20.COM/6.c

	Decision 20.COM 6.c


	Analytical Report of the first cycle of periodic reporting on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by States Parties in Africa
	LHE/25/20.COM/INF.6.c
	Decision 20.COM 6.c





[bookmark: AnnexII]Annex II: 
	Calendar and milestones: move towards the single global submission system of periodic reporting

	Timeline
	Activity

	28 to 30 April 2026
	Global reflection meeting on the Periodic Reporting mechanisms of the 2003 Convention

	17 and 18 June 2026
	Examination of proposed revisions to the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention by the eleventh session of the General Assembly

	19 June 2026
	Fourteenth annual coordination meeting of Category 2 Centres active in the field of intangible cultural heritage – private meeting

	30 June 2026 (target)
	Release of a Word version of the revised forms 

	From September to October 2026
	Release of updated capacity-building materials on periodic reporting

	17 to 18 September 2026
	Online Training of Trainers

	From September 2026 to February 2027
	Targeted training activities with the support of category 2 centres (tailored to each region)

	From January to June 2027
	Targeted follow-up support (online) to focal points with the support of category 2 centres

	30 June 2027
	Global submission date

	July 2027 onwards
	Analysis of periodic reports with the support of category 2 centres
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