[image: ]
TRA URB
[bookmark: _Hlk94624970]LHE/26/TRA URB/1
Paris, 9 April 2026
Original: English

LHE/26/TRA URB/1 – page 2
LHE/26/TRA URB/1 – page 2
CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
[bookmark: _Hlk70514086]TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR THE GLOBAL FACILITATORS’ NETWORK
LIVING HERITAGE IN URBAN CONTEXTS
23 April 2026
Online
Concept note, agenda and timetable
A. 

I. [bookmark: _Hlk124351255]Background
The purpose of this session is to provide facilitators of the 2003 Convention's global network with a basic introduction to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts, while also sharing facilitators’ experiences on this important topic. Living heritage is closely linked to sustainable urban development and has the potential to contribute positively to urban lifestyles, social cohesion, improved living conditions, and ultimately, the functioning of the city itself. In turn, urban planning can facilitate the safeguarding of living heritage by taking into account the needs of communities and practitioners in areas such as spatial organization, access to spaces, and inclusive planning processes.
This session is part of the 2026 training programme for the Global Facilitators’ Network, which takes a two-way approach to both update facilitators’ knowledge in key thematic areas and provide opportunities for experience sharing. In this context, the session will introduce key concepts and a practical approach for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts.
UNESCO’s approach in this field is based on the Guidance Note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts, which was endorsed by the Intergovernmental Committee of the 2003 Convention at its twentieth session in 2025 (see Decision 20.COM 12). 
UNESCO has also designed and implemented a training-of-trainers online course for expert teams from 10 countries on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts (5 March to 1 April 2025, online), implemented within the project ‘Latin America and the Caribbean: Strengthening Capacities for Resilient Communities through Sustainable Tourism and Heritage Safeguarding’. Following the online course, the trained expert teams delivered an in-person workshop in each of the project cities between June and October 2025. The training materials are available on the dedicated webpage: Training-of-trainers on living heritage and sustainable urban development.
II. Objectives
Within this framework, UNESCO is organizing an online training session for members of the Global Facilitators’ Network to strengthen their conceptual and practical knowledge in this specific thematic area. The webinar session will introduce the Guidance Note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts, present relevant training materials, and provide an opportunity for facilitators to exchange experiences. The learning objectives are the following:
· Familiarize participants with key concepts and guidance, notably the UNESCO Guidance Note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts (2025);
· Explore the relationship between intangible cultural heritage and urban planning structures, including associated challenges and opportunities for safeguarding living heritage;
· Introduce practical tools and foster exchange among facilitators working on safeguarding living heritage in urban contexts.
This session is designed for all facilitators, regardless of prior experience in urban contexts. A short survey will be conducted before the training to collect participants’ examples and insights from their relevant experiences that may be shared during the session.

Agenda
	Thursday, 23 April 2026

	1.50 – 2.00 p.m.
	Connection of participants

	2.00 – 2.10 p.m.
	Item 1: Opening
Opening remarks by Ms Fumiko Ohinata, Secretary of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
Introduction and presentation of the session objectives

	2.10 – 2.15 p.m.
	Zoom poll – opening questions

	2.15 – 2.35 p.m.
	Item 2: Guidance Note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts
Presentation by Ms María Claudia López, Facilitator

	2.35 – 3.00 p.m.
	Item 3: A practical approach to safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts – Part I
Connecting the structures of urban planning to safeguarding intangible cultural heritage 

	3.00 – 3.30 p.m.
	Experience sharing from members of the facilitators network
Moderated by Ms Susanne Schnüttgen, Head of the Capacity Building and Heritage Policy Unit, Living Heritage Entity

	3.30 – 3.40 p.m.
	Break (10 mins)

	3.40 – 4.10 p.m.
	Item 4: A practical approach to safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts – Part II
Methodologies and tools 

	4.10 – 4.50 p.m.
	Item 5: Plenary discussion
Co-moderated by Ms María Claudia López and Mr Nicholas Tan, Living Heritage Entity
Guiding questions:
· Are you aware of any concrete urban planning measures to safeguard living heritage (e.g. physical interventions, works, infrastructure, legal provisions, impact studies, incentives or subsidies)?
· What are the main challenges for facilitators working on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts?

	4.50 – 5.00 p.m.
	Closing






List of references
	Reference documents

	Basic Texts of the 2003 Convention (2024 Edition)
	https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003_Convention_Basic_Texts_2024_version_EN.pdf 

	Guidance Note on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in urban contexts
	https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/72796-EN.pdf?t=1769168252

	Webpage dedicated to the training-of-trainers for the project ‘Strengthening Capacities for Resilient Communities through Sustainable Tourism and Heritage Safeguarding in Latin America and the Caribbean’
	https://ich.unesco.org/en/events/training-of-trainers-on-living-heritage-and-sustainable-urban-development-01026

	Webpage dedicated to the meeting
	https://ich.unesco.org/en/events/01065
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