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Intangible Cultural Heritage





	NGO Review of Accreditation 
ICH-08 Report – Form



report by a non-governmental organization accredited

to act in an advisory capacity to the committee on its contribution to the implementation of the convention
Deadline: 17 February 2025
for examination in 2025
File may be downloaded at:

https://ich.unesco.org/en/forms
Please provide only the information requested below.
Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.

	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	Werkplaats immaterieel erfgoed 

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	Workshop intangible heritage (BE)  /  Atelier patrimoine immatériel (BE)

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated in all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	NGO-90186

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone number, email address, website, etc. The postal address should be the one where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In the case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

Werkplaats immaterieel erfgoed p/a De Republiek Brugge
Address:

Sint-Jakobsstraat 36- 8000 Brugge - Belgium
Telephone number:

+32 2 899 84 33
Email address:

info@werkplaatsimmaterieelerfgoed.be
Website/Social media:
www.immaterieelerfgoed.be
Other relevant information:
Official NGO address is in Bruges (see above). Our daily office is in Brussels: Cité des Associations – Emile Feronstraat 153 – 1060 Sint-Gillis (Brussel) - Belgium 


	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Neyrinck
Given name:

Jorijn
Position:

Director / coordinator
Postal address:

Emile Feronstraat 153 - 1060 Sint-Gillis (Brussel) - Belgium
Telephone number:

+32 478 72 23 01
Email address:

Jorijn@werkplaatsimmaterieelerfgoed.be
Other relevant information:

n/a


	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national and international levels (Chapter III and Article 19 of the Convention, paragraph 156 of the Operational Directives)


	Distinguish between completed activities and ongoing activities contributing to the eight thematic areas of the Convention’s Overall Results Framework
, as well as to the preparation of periodic reports, nominations, proposals and requests under the Convention’s international cooperation mechanisms. If you have not contributed, this should be indicated. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s contribution to strengthening institutional and human capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Workshop Intangible Heritage (WIE) is the main organisation for ICH in Flanders. Since 2018 WIE is formally recognized as the ICH-organisation with governmental support cfr. the Flemish Cultural Heritage Decree that specifies the objectives of the ICH-organisation as follows:
1-implementation of the functions for ICH
2-development and moderation of a digital platform that inventories ICH and provides visibility 
3-development of working processes around the 5 ICH domains cfr. UNESCO 2003 Convention
4-building, strengthening and coordinating a wide network of ICH communities 
5-coordination of various actors with a role in ICH, with special attention to collection managing organisations.
Hence, WIE works as competent body for safeguarding ICH with an encompassing approach. Its multiannual strategic plan is being built around the ORF of the 2003 Convention (2019-2023, 2024-2028).

With respect to institutional and human capacities, WIE organizes
- general training for professionals (co-organed with FARO)
- introductory sessions on ICH towards cultural professionals

- monthly 'question time day' with tailored advice to coach people regarding specific questions in ICH safeguarding and management

- ‘Throughout all ICH domains’ annual conference from 2024 onwards, collaborating with the thematic ICH-network: offers capacity-building for all professionals working on safeguarding ICH

 - half-yearly training for ICH communities (further also: ‘CGI’) on policies, safeguarding and management: a basic introduction through small-scale sessions, exchange and peer-learning

- ‘Long live ICH! day': every 18 months for all ICH stakeholders: mix of training, networking and exchange and celebrates passion and enthusiasm for ICH, since 2019
- regular advanced programmes e.g. masterclasses 


	B.2.
Describe your organization’s participation in activities related to the transmission of and education for intangible cultural heritage. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	WIE works via different angles and activities on fostering and supporting ICH transmission and education. 
Some examples:

-WIE examines the CGIs practices and needs related to transmission and education : 
-analysing reports by the CGI with respect to ICH and transmission and education, 
-assignment for a master thesis on education by CGI (realized by Kato Masschelein -UAntwerpen 2021) 
-WIE shares examples and experiences on education and transmission via immaterieelerfgoed.be
e.g.

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/kennis/morse-op-school
https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/kennis/club-zaghareed

-WIE offers and coordinates support for practitioners ICH apprenticeships (one-to-one education, adults) related to the scholarships for transmission of craftmanship in ICH funded by the Flemish government

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/nieuws/jouw-wegwijs-bij-meester-leerlingtrajecten

-WIE partners up for pilot projects in ICH education and transmission :
for example education project on the carillon culture https://www.klankarchitecten.be/

-WIE initiates and organizes in 2024 the first Ambacht in Beeld Festival in Belgium, with special focus on transmitting crafts, together with craftspeople: https://ambachtinbeeldfestival.be


-WIE sets up ‘ICH and Education’ as a strategic intersectoral working area throughout 2024-2028 to foster ICH integration in formal education in Flanders, including policy development and pilots in co-creation with CGI. 

-WIE contributed in the run up to the Brussels pilot - UNESCO-EU Teaching and Learning with Living Heritage 
https://ich.unesco.org/en/living-heritage-in-formal-education-students-and-teachers-share-experiences-in-three-short-videos-01153
-WIE contributed to MASTICH project  
https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/nieuws/stem-educatie-leren-met-mastich

- WIE contributed through its role and expertise to the preparing, funding and process of the FUT UNESCO project Safeguarding ICH in basic education in Namibia and Zimbabwe  
https://ich.unesco.org/en/projects/safeguarding-intangible-cultural-heritage-in-basic-education-in-namibia-and-zimbabwe-00482

- WIE partnered up in the education kit for the ICH awarded film ‘Long Live the Dead’
https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/nieuws/long-live-the-dead

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s participation in the inventorying and research of intangible cultural heritage. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	WIE manages the online ICH Platform in Flanders immaterieelerfgoed.be that provides for participatory ICH inventorying:
https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/erfgoederen
It contains two parts: 
1-Inventory of ICH in Flanders, organized by DCJM (Flemish authorities)
2-Wide gathering of ICH, managed by WIE
Both are presented jointly in equity within the online overview.

The wide ICH gathering on the website is intended as first step in involving people in ICH activities, towards progressive ICH awareness and safeguarding.

CGI have a login allowing them to update their dossiers around their element and safeguarding. They can request support by WIE for first line and technical help. WIE may also refer to other supporting organisations e.g. thematic organizations, Heritage Cells (local focus) …

Since 2019 WIE committed to diversifying and broadening the ICH inventorying in Flanders. This has been realized successfully: the ICH inventoried online increased from ca 50 in 2019 to 550 by 2024.
Four thematic campaigns were designed by WIE in collaboration with partners to dynamize ICH themes that were before underrepresented. 
WIE also partners up with inventorying projects by CGI, see for example: Beleving.
To monitor the diversification of inventorying ICH in Flanders, WIE developed a diversity-matrix.
---
Furthermore, WIE makes strong efforts for research on ICH, both participatory action research as well as conceptual and theoretic studies. 
Subjects range from needs analyses with CGI, over thematic working areas such as sustainable ICH tourism, digitization, diversity and inclusivity, developing documentation methodologies, innovation, etc  

Insights are shared via the knowledge section https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/kennis
See e.g. 
http://filminglivingheritage.org
https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/kennis/puri-s-voor-immaterieelerfgoedbe
www.livingheritagejourneys.eu


	B.4.
Describe your organization’s participation in developing policies, as well as legal and administrative measures, for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	WIE has been involved since 2003 in the development of ICH policies and network cooperation in Flanders, as well as internationally. WIE always works in participatory and multi-stakeholder processes.
-WIE became established as main ICH organization in Flanders, acting in a well-functioning ICH network in which ICH experts, NGOs and institutions work closely together with governmental actors towards safeguarding ICH with all stakeholders. 

- In Flanders, WIE is systematically involved in the -participatory- processes related to (intangible) cultural heritage policy development and renewal. For example, WIE was involved in the run up to the Cultural Heritage Decree (2017, 2021), the renewed ICH Policy vision in Flanders (2022, WIE was part of the steering group).
-Implementing the Flemish policies that operationalize the 2003 Convention in Flanders is major part of the work of WIE, as provided for in the Flemish Cultural Heritage Decree. 
- WIE is often being consulted for ICH policy advise and capacity building at all policy levels in Belgium. 
- WIE provides a member for the Flemish ICH expert Committee
- WIE provides the vice-chair of the Flemish Commission for UNESCO

- WIE furthermore also commits increasingly to fostering the inclusion of ICH in intersectoral collaboration and policy development. Through its pioneering and outreaching work over the years, on museums, on tourism, on education, on wellbeing, WIE each time sets to pioneer, raise the profile, elaborate tools and policy development in the s adjacent sectors, while connecting it to the SDGs.


	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in promoting the role of intangible cultural heritage and its safeguarding in society. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	WIE’s Mission reads: “WIE is pacesetter for safeguarding living heritage in Flanders. We highlight the diversity of customs in society today and we strengthen them. We form a hub for the many stakeholders who want to ensure the future of ICH: heritage communities, heritage policy and sector, and the growing group of people and organisations from other social perspectives. (…) In doing so, we constantly switch between the broad field and evolving policy.” 

This aptly indicates how WIE engages to promote the role of ICH and its safeguarding in society. 
We do so along several axes:

1-fostering visibility and reflecting diversity of ICH in our societies, and its multiple roles in society:
-ICH among old and young, city to suburbs, poor and rich, locals and newcomers, etc … (see B3)
-ICH linked to wellbeing, economy, agriculture, tourism, education…  and its links to sustainability

Some examples: on consolation rituals, interculturality, ICH of disabled persons, peacebuilding, …

2-supporting and collaborating to CGI and their diverse initiatives and challenges in society
-WIE offers coaching, training, research… on how to handle quick changes in society, e.g. evolving population, diversity, secularisation, etc.

3-working across different sectors in society. 
For this, we pave the way by 
a/ developing pilots to explore the roles of ICH and reach out to different realms of society
b/ developing strategies for intersectoral cooperation and policymaking (cfr B4)
E.g. development interventions on craftsmanship, enhancing its practice in society:
- Crafting Futures research project 
- Festival promoting crafts in society


	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The strategic planning of WIE as the ICH organisation in Flanders prioritizes the aim of raising awareness about ICH in Flanders, while simultanuously fostering inclusivity and diversity. See https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/visie (2019-2023; 2024-2028)
A range of initiatives were developed to this end. A selection:

WIE produced a broad communication campaign on ICH in Flanders (2023) 
"This is how good intangible cultural heritage feels" was its motto.  The campaign tackled the idea of inclusivity and celebrating living heritage cherished by people of all strata of society. The campaign was co-created with hundreds of CGI throughout Flanders, combining a posters campaign with social media, vlogging, etc …  https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/zogoedvoelterfgoed
Annual Thematic campaigns with partner organisations elevate awareness raising and participation in underrepresented groups and foster inclusivity and respect of diverse CGI practicing ICH in Flanders: 
Examples: read more on the Campaigns on foodways (2020-2021), craftsmanship (2022-2023), rituals and spirituality (2023-2024), …


WIE organizes Long live intangible heritage!’ annual networking day that brings together, celebrates and inspires all those involved in living heritage in Flanders.
see e.g. 2022
WIE collaborated in the Wiki Loves Living Heritage Campaign 

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/nieuws/wiki-loves-living-heritage-in-vlaanderen
WIE contributed to the 1st international ICH day and distributed a press release to promote it in Flanders https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/nieuws/internationale-dag-van-immaterieel-erfgoed
WIE co-organized the first ‘Craft in Focus Festival’ in Belgium in 2024

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/nieuws/5000-bezoekers-voor-eerste-ambacht-in-beeld-festival-in-belgie
Additionally, a range of other types of initiatives by WIE aim to foster and develop awareness raising:
For example, 
-Jorijn Neyrinck participates in the JIAPICH jury
-WIE elaborated a participatory methodology for value assessment of ICH 


	B.7.
Describe your organization’s participation in facilitating the engagement of communities, groups and individuals, as well as other stakeholders, for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.
Not to exceed 250 words

	CGI engagement is put at the core of our work on ICH in Flanders. All activities ultimately revolve around this goal. A series of instruments enhancing the safeguarding by CGI and stakeholders have been developed to support this. Some illustrative examples:
Network of professional ICH workers that facilitates engagement of  CGI & stakeholders
Since 2012 a professional network supports and mediates ICH safeguarding. > WIE coordinates this network.
WIE offers training sessions for CGI with view to develop safeguarding:

WIE offers coaching to CGI: WIE holds monthly ‘Question Hours’ for support and sharing expertise to CGI and stakeholders that are facing challenges or questions in their safeguarding process
Shared online ICH platform for all stakeholders
The platform www.immaterieelerfgoed.be is the online hub for all players involved in ICH. It is a digital pivot for various Flemish and international documentation, contacts, news, tools and studies on ICH and safeguarding. > WIE moderates this ICH platform on daily basis.
Different sections on immaterieelerfgoed.be particularly foster engagement in safeguarding:
-Online section to self-identify ICH

-Online section providing help and examples of good safeguarding approaches
-Guidance for apprenticeships: WIE developed guidance materials for people aspiring an ICH scholarship
-DIY Methods: WIE developed series of methods and materials forCGI and stakeholders to use independently in their safeguarding processes:
- world café method for brainstorming in large groups:
- guidance for making a SWOT 
- tips for acquiring new members in the heritage community
- tool on different roles in the process of safeguarding

	B.8.
Describe your organization’s engagement in cooperation at the bilateral, subregional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives.
Not to exceed 250 words

	WIE is a longstanding active colleague in bilateral, (sub)regional and international networking and cooperation.

At the bilateral level, WIE maintains multiple ongoing contacts that reinforce ICH safeguarding.  We work in frequent mutual exchange and cooperation, via (online or in-person) meetings, round tables, calls, jury’s, workshops, etc., with partners in (non-exhaustive) the Netherlands, France, Germany, Italy, Finland, Austria, Estonia, Croatia, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Czechia, South-Korea, Singapore,... 
Some examples from contributions: in Finland, Estonia, Netherlands, Poland, …


WIE has furthermore elaborated pronounced efforts in the past few years towards (sub)regional level exchange and cooperation in the European region. Several joint projects have been initiated in different areas: such as ICH and Museums, sustainable ICH tourism, Crafts; WIE is part of the Tocatí multinational collaboration on traditional games and sports; etc. 
Most notably, in 2024 NGO WIE was requested by the Minister of Culture in Flanders to facilitate the process of establishing an organization and prepare for developing a Category 2 Centre in Electoral Group 1 on the initiative by Flanders in Belgium. Thus, in March 2024, the non-profit association ‘European Centre for the Safeguarding of Living Heritage’ was formally established with NGO WIE as founding member.

In the same vein is WIE's engagement in international fora.WIE commits very much within international cooperation and networking. Examples include our active participation and contribution to:
- numerous ICH NGO Forum initiatives and Working Groups
- Wiki loves living heritage
- the 2023 World Forum for ICH 
- the JIAPICH award and jury 
…


	B.9.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the national Periodic Report on the implementation of the Convention.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The process of periodic reporting for UNESCO on the 2003 Convention in Belgium ran throughout 2021. For the input from Flanders in the Belgian report, the Department of Culture, Youth and Media (DCJM) worked together with NGO Workshop intangible heritage: 

Hence WIE performed the process of the stakeholder involvement and the drafting process for section A and B of the Periodic Report. 

With view to a performant and balanced management of the process, DCJM and WIE set up a steering group coordinating the involvement and inputs from different policy domains, ICH partners and societal stakeholders. 

A comprehensive picture was formed through extensive consultations, focus groups, round-tables, surveys, interviews … with CGI, organisations, academics, volunteers, policy officers, etc.
In Autumn 2021, the draft report was shared to all stakeholders for feedback, suggestions or proposed adjustments, before being finalized and integrated in the Belgian report.
The 2021 periodic report for UNESCO furthermore provided a structure (linked to the Overall Results Framework), food for thought and evaluation feeding into an update of the Flemish Policy Vision on safeguarding ICH. 
Similarly, these all have been feeding into the strategic planning of WIE for the next period 2024-2028.

Afterwards, an accessible lighter publication was produced to share both the Periodic reporting insights and the new policy vision for ICH in Flanders with a wider interested audience. 
The publication was also translated into English to share with the international ICH networks. This publication was realized also by DCJM in collaboration with WIE, 2022.
https://publicaties.vlaanderen.be/view-file/52127

	B.10.
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Good Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	WIE works in multiple ways to support and enhance the Listing processes within the realm of the 2003 Convention:  

- WIE offers regular advise related to the procedure, the preparation and the drafting of nominations for the Lists and proposals for the Register both in Belgium context and abroad; both to CGI as well as to governmental and other partners and stakeholders

- WIE offers training, reflection and capacity building on the UNESCO 2003 Listing processes 

- As a member of Flanders ICH expert commission, WIE is involved in the evaluation, monitoring and follow-up process of inscribed elements

- WIE takes part in monitoring and follow up committees (such as and working groups that evaluate the evolution of the items after inscription.)

- WIE is furthermore also partnering itself in the multinational process of ‘Tocatì, a shared programme for the safeguarding of traditional games and sports’ that has been selected for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices

	

	C.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Has your organization carried out activities in cooperation with UNESCO? If yes, please tick the relevant boxes and provide information in the box below.

 Direct cooperation with UNESCO (Headquarters and Field Offices)
 Activities for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention

 Cooperation through the 2003 Convention’s Global Network of Facilitators

 Cooperation with Category 2 Centres

 Cooperation with National Commissions for UNESCO

 Cooperation with UNESCO Chairs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial support from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial support from the Participation Programme

 Other types of cooperation

Not to exceed 250 words

	Direct cooperation with UNESCO 
e.g.
UNESCO LHE provides a Think Tank Member in ‘Living Heritage Journeys’ Creative Europe project 

Activities for which you have received authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/2003 Convention
e.g.
Event ‘ICH, Film and Education projects – To Celebrate Life & Living Heritage (with love from Flanders)’- Use of UNESCO logo in support of the International Day of the ICH

Cooperation through the 2003 Convention’s Global Network of Facilitators; Cooperation with Category 2 Centres; Cooperation with UNESCO Chairs…:
Multiple ways of cooperation, exchange, knowledge sharing, mutual support etc. have become part of the daily functioning as an international professional ICH community. Consequently, there is frequent contact with (the network of) facilitators, C2Cs, UNESCO Chairs on ICH … 
And there are regular bilateral collaborations via e.g. presentations, doing reviews, offering advice, etc.
See e.g. 
https://www.unesco-ichcap.org/board.es?mid=a10501010000&bid=A111&act=view&list_no=20144&tag=&nPage=3 
https://tracks4crafts.eu/members
https://www.ichgovernance.com/unesco-chair-opening-event-march-14-2024/
https://kultuuriteadused.ut.ee/en/content/conference-honour-kristin-kuutma-intangible-cultural-heritage-and-inequalities
Webinar ICH and education with UNESCO Chair on ICH in Formal and Informal Education Türkiye (17 December 2024)
…
Cooperation with National Commissions for UNESCO
WIE’s coordinator Jorijn Neyrinck is vice-chair of the Flemish Commission for UNESCO in Belgium and regularly involved also with colleagues in the network of commissions

Other types of cooperation
-WIE facilitates the functioning of the ENFP network since its launch in 2021
-It is important to observe that collaboration around the UNESCO 2003 convention has evolved into a learning network of professionals working with frequent interaction as an ecosystem of key stakeholders for safeguarding ICH, bringing diverse expertise and capacities and geographical scopes

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the sessions of the Committee? If so, please indicate which sessions you attended and whether you had any specific role during these meetings.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes, our organization participated to all sessions since it was accredited in 2012:

Over the last four years: 

· Open-ended intergovernmental working group in the framework of the global reflection on the listing mechanisms (Part I)   8 - 9 July 2021

· 16th session of the Intergovernmental Committee   13 - 18 December 2021

· Fifth extraordinary session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage   1 July 2022

· 17th session of the Intergovernmental Committee   28 November 2022 - 3 December 2022

· 18th session of the Intergovernmental Committee   5 - 8 December 2023

· 19th session of the Intergovernmental Committee   2 - 6 December 2024

· At the 18the session of the Committee (Kasane, Botswana), our NGO had the role of Rapporteur of the Evaluation Body (Evdokia Tsakiridis)


	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Evaluation Body (paragraphs 26 to 31 of the Operational Directives), or as a member of the Consultative Body (between 2012 and 2014)? If so, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	Yes, NGO Workshop Intangible Heritage Flanders served as a member of the Evaluation Body for EG1, in 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023

In 2023, our NGO served as rapporteur for the Evaluation Body.


	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (paragraph 96 of the Operational Directives) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	NGO Workshop Intangible Heritage and its staff members have provided advisory services in multiple ways:

- serving the Evaluation Body (cycles 2020 until 2023)

- participating into UNESCO expert meetings and workshops
* Category VI meetings:
2023: https://ich.unesco.org/en/expert-meeting-on-economic-dimensions-01316
*Workshops:
2020-2021: https://ich.unesco.org/en/events/monitoring-intangible-heritage-in-education-contributing-to-heritage-safeguarding-and-to-achieving-sdg4-00867
2023: https://ich.unesco.org/fr/evenements/01024

- facilitating capacity building workshops 
2021: https://ich.unesco.org/en/news/training-on-periodic-reporting-to-kick-off-in-europe-13300

- facilitating networking meetings 

- assisting in developing materials for the Capacity Building Programme 
Handbook on the Overall Results Framework and Periodic Reporting (2023-2024)

- contributing to the development of thematic areas of interest to the Convention and the actual work of the Committee in recent years: 
for example via 
* the efforts to realize the web dossier on sustainable ICH tourism with the ICH NGO Forum Working Group Research https://www.ichngoforum.org/web-dossier-on-intangible-cultural-heritage-and-sustainable-tourism/
* collaboration and raising EU-funding to develop such areas: for example with the Creative Europe project Living Heritage Journeys the inquires 
https://livingheritagejourneys.eu

* digitization and AI: 
e.g. with the Puri laboratory initiative on furthering online presence and and linked data for living heritage, through researching persistent URI’s with the ethical and technical consequences in the context of ICH. In addition we organized an international expert meeting in 2024 on the subject and continue this as a learning peers network on ICH and digital developments https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/kennis/kennisdeling-puris-27-en-28-augustus-2024

- Committing and contributing more generally to developing good safeguarding activities, programmes, projects and methodologies
e.g. on Documenting living heritage through film: https://www.toolboxfocusvakmanschap.be/en


	

	E.
Capacities of your organization to evaluate nominations, proposals and requests (paragraphs 27 and 96 of the Operational Directives)

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff have a very good command of English or French? If so, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff with the language abilities concerned.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes: 
+10 staff members of WIE have a very good command of English, and +5 have a good to very good command of French (1 mother tongue French)

Language skills also cover other languages such as Dutch (all staff members); Spanish (2 staff members); Turkish; Greek; German; … (each min. one staff member).


	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several intangible cultural heritage domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Ever since its launch in 2003, our NGO has worked across ICH domains. 

Moreover, since 2019 our NGO takes specifically the role of ‘ICH organization’ for Flanders region, working across the ICH domains with formal governmental recognition and support as such (cfr. the 2017 and 2021 Flemish Cultural Decree). The Decree specifies that this ICH NGO organization (art. 51) is expected to work around the various domains of ICH as indicated in the UNESCO 2003 Convention. 

WIE supports identification and inventorying across domains, raises awareness on ICH across domains, organizes workshops, meetings, trainings etc across domains, etc involving both ICH communities, heritage professionals and other possible stakeholders and actors. 
Also in accordance with the objectives as listed in the Heritage Decree, our NGO takes care of the daily management and facilitation of Flanders’ digital platform for inventorying and ensuring visibility regarding ICH www.immaterieelerfgoed.be that aims to includes ICH in all possible thematic areas and domains.

In addition, WIE coordinates the professional networks around ICH in the heritage sector in Belgium that are organized across ICH domains. One of these professional networks in particular is the ‘ICH-domains-network’ that especially involves heritage organizations with each a focus on 1 of the ICH domains, by which we mediate coordination of safeguarding efforts and activities across the different domains.

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Staff members of WIE have extensive experience in analysing and evaluating a range of application forms, proposals, etc. 

For example: 
- we are part of the ICH expert committee in Flanders evaluating application files and bi-annual reports in the context of the Inventory of ICH in Flanders (since 2008-…); 

- as member and vice-chair of the Flemish commission for UNESCO in Belgium (since 2016);

- we are member of the ICH committee in the Netherlands (since 2013-…); 

- we have been active many years in the Strategic Advisory Board for Flanders’ Minister of Culture; (2014-2020);

- we are regularly consulted by the Flemish Ministry DCJM as expert advisors with regards to evaluating project applications involving heritage participation and/or safeguarding ICH;
- we contribute as members of the expert committees that review applications for funding in relation to the heritage decree in Flanders;

- we act as member of the international Jury for the Jeonju Award for promoting ICH (JIAPICH) – since 2020;

- WIE served as a member of the Evaluation Body (2020-2023), evaluating files in the Listing Process of the UNESCO 2003 Convention

…

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff with the language abilities concerned.

Not to exceed 250 words

	WIE has extensive experience in English (regularly) and French (occasionally). 
Our organization publishes frequently in English.
+10 staff members of WIE have a very good command of English. 
+5 staff members also master French, however we have more modest experience in drafting texts in French.

Some references: 

· Evdokia Tsakiridis (WIE staff) took up the role of Rapporteur in the Evaluation Body (2023)
· Several English web dossiers have been (co-)developed by our team in recent years: 
- filminglivingheritage.org
- https://www.ichngoforum.org/web-dossier-on-intangible-cultural-heritage-and-sustainable-tourism/
· WIE is lead partner for the Work Package on Communication and dissemination of the European project Living Heritage Journeys:
https://livingheritagejourneys.eu 

· WIE published a wide range of books, texts, reports and articles in English over the past years:
some examples: 
https://cidoc-crm.org/sites/default/files/Application-profile-ICH-museums_0.pdf

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/files/attachments/.2182/Conferentieboekje-ICE-in-begrepen.pdf

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/files/attachments/.4395/The-FAIRxCARE-matrix-ethical-data-practise-for-intangible-cultural-heritage.pdf

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/files/attachments/.2665/Rapport-naar-UNESCO-2021-en-beleidsvisie-ENG.pdf (in collaboration with the Department for Culture Youth and Media) 

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to apply local experience to an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Mediation, ‘translating’ and ‘bridging’ the experiences and languages from local to international contexts and vice-versa are crucial competences and daily practice in the work of WIE. 

We apply this capacity in work around capacity building and facilitation, in extrapolating methodologies and tools from practical experiences, in learning from fieldwork and case-studies and translating or connecting it to theoretical, conceptual and policy approaches… 

In addition, we have extensive experience in working at international level (see sections above)

By way of example:

- WIE sets up the section ‘inspiration’ on immaterieelerfgoed.be: offering inspiring safeguarding practices (cfr. ARTICLE 18 & the sharing of safeguarding experiences), reading tips, methods, tools, etc

- we share experiences from our work in Flanders at international level via presentations, workshops, lectures…

- we mediate, facilitate and moderate international workshops, network sessions etc, on invitation by many colleagues in international networks (examples: on urban policies, LIVIND webinar - Living heritage and sustainable development, …)

- we link up concrete experiences with (international) development of tools and methodologies for safeguarding, such as: the international ICH and Museums book and toolkit, filming living heritage, examples of ICH tourism, …etc

- we contribute to the ACHS network on ICH and its newsletter - https://www.criticalheritagestudies.org/intangible-heritage-network

- we contribute to the ICH NGO Forum symposiums and workshops, translating field experience into international UNESCO related questions

- we contribute to developing and sustaining good safeguarding programs in Belgium and on international level: Foster Care traditions in the city of Geel, carillon culture, Tocatì…

	

	F.
Membership in the ICH NGO Forum

	Indicate below whether your organization wishes to (continue to) be part of the ICH NGO Forum. Please note that membership is contingent upon the decision of the Committee to maintain the accreditation of your organization.

For more information on the ICH NGO Forum and its activities, please see: https://ich.unesco.org/en/ngo-forums-00422. 
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	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of your organization.

	Name:

Luc Rombouts
Title:
President of vzw Werkplaats immaterieel erfgoed
Date:
14 February 2025
Signature:
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***
For the purpose of collecting information, accredited non-governmental organizations are invited to answer the following question (optional). The information provided will not be assessed as part of the review of accreditation in the sense of paragraph 94 of the Operationa Directives.
	Participation in the work of the ICH NGO Forum 

	Has your organization contributed to the work of the ICH NGO Forum in the past four years? If yes, please tick the relevant box(es) and provide information below.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member of the Executive Board of the ICH NGO Forum  - If yes, indicate the period and the role played: 
 Member of a thematic working group established under the ICH NGO Forum 
Specify the name of the working group, the period and the role played: 
· Working Group ICH NGOs and Research: Coordination - 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 (ongoing)
· Working Group Overall Results Framework: Member - 2022, 2023, 2024 (ongoing)
· Working Group Legal and Policy Development – Founding member + Coordination - 2023, 2024 (ongoing)
· Working Group ICH NGOs and Ethics= 2021
· Working Group More balanced geographical representation Coordination - 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024

 Organizer of an event specifically convened for accredited non-governmental organizations 
Specify the name of the event, its target group and its date: 
Our NGO intiated and coordinated some very special and well noticed NGO and stakeholder initiatives over the past 4 years:

·  Web dossier ICH and sustainable tourism –Launch event (online)– 27 October 2022
https://www.ichngoforum.org/web-dossier-on-intangible-cultural-heritage-and-sustainable-tourism/
https://www.ichngoforum.org/news/online-webinar-launch-ich-ngo-forum-web-dossier-ich-sustainable-tourism/
Target group: NGOs, policy workers (in heritage, tourism, …), members of communities and groups safeguarding living heritage…

·  ICH NGO Forum Messages project -20th anniversary of the Convention -2023- launched at 18.com 
https://www.ichngoforum.org/messages-to-the-convention/
Target group: NGOs, members of communities and groups safeguarding living heritage, researchers, facilitators, focal points, delegates

·  ICH NGO Forum Symposium 2024 (19.com) - 1 December 2024 – Asunción (Paraguay)
Hybrid (In person + online)
https://www.ichngoforum.org/ich-ngo-forum-annual-symposium-2024/
Target group: NGOs, researchers, facilitators, focal points, delegates, … (19.com audience + additional participants)
 Other types of cooperation 
Specify: 
· Wiki Loves living Heritage
The Wiki Loves Living Heritage campaign was set up to pay tribute to the 20th anniversary of the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Wiki Loves Living Heritage invites heritage communities, Wikimedia volunteers, safeguarding organizations and authorities around the world to document and share Living Heritage together.
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Event:Wiki_Loves_Living_Heritage/Wiki_Loves_Living_Heritage_launch_event
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wiki_Loves_Living_Heritage


�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please indicate clearly which State or States are concerned by your answers where appropriate.


�.	For further information on the Overall Results Framework, please refer to the Chapter 8 of the Basic Texts of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage: � HYPERLINK "https://ich.unesco.org/en/basic-texts-00503" �https://ich.unesco.org/en/basic-texts-00503� 
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