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Intangible Cultural Heritage





	NGO Review of Accreditation 
ICH-08 Report – Form



report by a non-governmental organization accredited

to act in an advisory capacity to the committee on its contribution to the implementation of the convention
Deadline: 17 February 2025
for examination in 2025
File may be downloaded at:

https://ich.unesco.org/en/forms
Please provide only the information requested below.
Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.

	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	Museums Galleries Scotland

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	Museums Galleries Scotland

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated in all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	90257

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone number, email address, website, etc. The postal address should be the one where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In the case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

Museums Galleries Scotland 
Address:

33 Castle Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3DN

Telephone number:

+44 (0)131 550 4100
Email address:

inform@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk
Website/Social media:
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/
Other relevant information:
Museums Galleries Scotland is the National Development Body for Scotland’s museums sector. We support 455 museums and galleries through strategic investment, advice, workforce development and advocacy. 


	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Simison
Given name:

Gillian
Position:

Head of Museum Development
Postal address:

33 Castle Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3DN
Telephone number:

0131 550 4100
Email address:

gillians@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk
Other relevant information:




	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national and international levels (Chapter III and Article 19 of the Convention, paragraph 156 of the Operational Directives)


	Distinguish between completed activities and ongoing activities contributing to the eight thematic areas of the Convention’s Overall Results Framework
, as well as to the preparation of periodic reports, nominations, proposals and requests under the Convention’s international cooperation mechanisms. If you have not contributed, this should be indicated. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s contribution to strengthening institutional and human capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The UK ratified the Convention in 2024, and MGS has been closely involved with the State Party in planning implementation alongside the UK’s other accredited NGOs. MGS has helped to develop understanding of the realities of implementing the convention for the State Party and in the other devolved nations in the UK: presenting to the Welsh Government and sharing information about the convention widely at conferences including the UK’s Museums Association conference, Association of Independent Museums conference, and at a seminar on Language as Heritage at Nottingham Trent University.

MGS has employed what we believe is the first dedicated ICH role in Scotland. This has been instrumental in enabling MGS to reach community groups and individuals we would not otherwise have reached. It has strengthened institutional and human capacity for safeguarding through awareness raising and skills development and recording on the ICHScotland.org website (currently being redeveloped). 

In reference to paragraph 81 of the Operational Directives, MGS has targeted awareness raising about both ICH in general, and the convention as recently ratified. MGS works with geographical forums across Scotland - groupings of museums and heritage organisations linked by geography. Presenting to these forums on ICH and the convention we are developing a network of people, embedded in communities, who understand and can support safeguarding of ICH. 

MGS chairs the ICH in Scotland Partnership. The Partnership is a group of support bodies including Historic Environment Scotland, Creative Scotland, and Traditional Arts & Culture Scotland (the other accredited NGO in Scotland). 


	B.2.
Describe your organization’s participation in activities related to the transmission of and education for intangible cultural heritage. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS has played an active role in relation to the transmission of and education for ICH. In 2022, MGS collaborated with the national tourism agency, VisitScotland, to work directly with communities to support ICH in the form of storytelling, music and minority dialect use. This culminated in the themed year ‘Scotland’s Year of Stories 2022’, and an associated fund: the Community Stories Fund.
This fund supported ICH in all 32 local authority areas in Scotland, empowering communities to tell their own stories using their own language. 
As a member of ICH in Scotland Partnership, MGS has organised a collaborative conference on ICH, for two consecutive years. The conference brings together both community and individual practitioners, and people involved with ICH theory and policy making. 
Furthermore, MGS has organised a series of workshops exploring links between ICH and placemaking. We platform case study examples of museums engaging with ICH, to share this across the wider museum sector, further emphasising how museums can support the transmission and education of ICH. 
We have recently submitted an application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund, for a £250k grant to enable us to support community-led ICH projects. This pilot project – ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage in Scotland - Protection Through Connection’ will enable five community groups to partner heritage/community organisations to strengthen their ICH and encourage wider transmission and education through the museum’s user base.  



	B.3.
Describe your organization’s participation in the inventorying and research of intangible cultural heritage. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS continues to manage the ICH in Scotland Wiki: https://ichscotland.org/. MGS has managed this website since 2012. The website has been the only source of ICH inventorying in Scotland and/or the UK since then. Whilst the inventory is significant in its representation of ICH practices in Scotland, MGS recognises that there is a need to improve and update the website. Further to UK Ratification of the Convention in 2024 we are now supporting the State Party in the development of a new UK National Inventory, with a devolved Inventory for ICH in Scotland and each UK nation. In accordance with learning gained through active international collaboration, the ICH in Scotland Wiki will function as a resource hub for ICH support in Scotland, and feed into the National Inventory. 

In 2022, MGS was pleased to hire an Intangible Cultural Heritage Officer. We believe this was the first dedicated ICH role in Scotland, perhaps the UK, and attracted a lot of interest from potential applicants. This role enabled MGS to reach out to communities and individuals who had been involved in the inventorying process in previous years and provide one-on-one support to community practitioners and individuals.

MGS continues to engage closely with requests for inventorying which are regularly raised with our Museum Development team.  



	B.4.
Describe your organization’s participation in developing policies, as well as legal and administrative measures, for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	In 2023, MGS launched a new National Strategy for Museums and Galleries in Scotland: Scotland’s Museums and Galleries Strategy. This strategy runs until 2030 and drives strategic development across the entire museum sector. 

The strategy makes explicit reference to ICH. For example, under ‘Place’ priority area, ICH is linked with Placemaking, with an MGS action to: ‘Work with regional and national bodies to understand and safeguard Scotland’s Intangible Cultural Heritage’, and a sector action to ‘Safeguard, develop, understand, and share objects, crafts, traditions, and cultural spaces that individuals in that locality value and recognise as part of their cultural heritage’. 

Such measures ensure that the safeguarding of ICH is formally listed as a strategic objective for MGS and the wider museum sector.   

Furthermore, MGS has been working very closely with the UK Department of Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) as the State Party for the UK on developing policy relating to ratification of the convention. MGS has advised DCMS on the Intellectual Property of ICH community-led practices, and how this should be safeguarded. We have also consulted with legal department at Lancaster University looking specifically at ICH legal protection. 



	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in promoting the role of intangible cultural heritage and its safeguarding in society. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS has been proactive in promoting the role of ICH and its safeguarding in society, spreading this information widely across the museum sector, in Scotland and the UK as a whole and in society more generally. As trusted institutions with close community links, museums have a key role to play in promoting the role of ICH and its safeguarding in society.
To support museums in this work, MGS works with geographical forums, which are groupings of museums and heritage organisations that are linked by geography. Over the past year, we have attended meetings of the majority of these geographical forums, delivering presentations on ICH, the convention, and the opportunities for museums to engage with and support safeguarding processes. This ensures that the role of ICH and safeguarding is promoted throughout Scotland. Due to the nature of Scotland’s geography, this is an important approach to take; we’re able to reach the heritage sectors of entire archipelagos such as Shetland or the Hebrides in one meeting. 

Additionally, MGS has proactively promoted the role of ICH at sector events. We led a workshop on the benefits of engaging audiences with ICH at the Association for Independent Museums (AIM) conference, and chaired a panel on ICH and the convention at the UK’S Museums Association Conference this year. Active involvement with such events means we have an unparalleled reach across the UK’s museum sector. We have also published articles on the role of ICH and safeguarding in the Museums Journal and the AIM Bulletin.

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage. Explain, in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The answer to B.5. addresses this question in more detail, as promoting the role of ICH and safeguarding in society is inevitably tied up with the raising awareness of ICH more generally. However, it should be noted that for many of the museums that MGS supports, the term ‘ICH’ is an entirely new concept. Therefore, presenting to these museums is an act of general awareness raising.
MGS has collaborated with Historic Environment Scotland and the Folklore Museums Network to host an online workshop exploring ICH and raising awareness more generally. In 2022, we hosted a major symposium at St Cecilia’s Hall in Edinburgh on ‘Creative Responses to ICH’, which featured keynotes from the artist Ben Edge (Folklore Rising: Watkins, 2024) and Ando Glaso Roma cultural group.  


	B.7.
Describe your organization’s participation in facilitating the engagement of communities, groups and individuals, as well as other stakeholders, for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.
Not to exceed 250 words

	As noted above, Scotland’s Year of Stories 2022 provided the opportunity for MGS to deliver the Community Stories Fund (CSF). The CSF supported 180 organisations and community groups – including 46 museums and heritage organisations – to host events that showcased and celebrated stories inspired by, written, or created in Scotland, as part of Scotland’s Year of Stories. Grants of between £500-£5,000 were available, through two funding rounds. The programme elevated the stories of specific communities and groups, including telling the stories of Scotland’s LGBTQI+ communities, refugees, disabled people, island dwellers and more. Stories were told in English, Gaelic, Scots, Arabic and British Sign Language. A film showing the supported activity is available here:  https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/advice-article/intangible-cultural-heritage-in-the-community-stories-programme/ 
This fund marked a significant step in MGS’s direct working with communities. Further to this, MGS works to support a sector of 452 museums and galleries. Each of these is a direct link into their community.  


	B.8.
Describe your organization’s engagement in cooperation at the bilateral, subregional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives.
Not to exceed 250 words

	With the UK having recently ratified the Convention, MGS has been working closely with both the Scottish and UK Governments to support the implementation of the Convention.
MGS had arranged for ICH in Scotland Partnership to meet regularly with the UK Government’s Department of Culture, Media & Sport, and has shared international examples. For example, we have developed relationships with other accredited NGOs internationally, including the Dutch Centre for ICH, Culture Ireland, and Roots in Singapore. In 2022, MGS joined an International Visitors Programme at the behest of DutchCulture, alongside other ICH bodies from Spain, Italy, Germany, Finland, Belgium and Poland. In 2024 we were also pleased to attend the Nineteenth session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Paraguay and intend to attend subsequent meetings. 


	B.9.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the national Periodic Report on the implementation of the Convention.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Having ratified the convention in 2024, the UK has not yet been required to submit a periodic report on the implementation of the convention.

	B.10.
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Good Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Having only recently ratified the convention, the UK has not yet made any nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List.

	

	C.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Has your organization carried out activities in cooperation with UNESCO? If yes, please tick the relevant boxes and provide information in the box below.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct cooperation with UNESCO (Headquarters and Field Offices)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activities for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention

X Cooperation through the 2003 Convention’s Global Network of Facilitators

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cooperation with Category 2 Centres

X Cooperation with National Commissions for UNESCO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cooperation with UNESCO Chairs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial support from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial support from the Participation Programme

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other types of cooperation

Not to exceed 250 words

	In November 2024, MGS and the ICH Scotland Partnership met with the UK’s Ambassador and Permanent Delegate to UNESCO, Anna Nsubuga to discuss how the partnership supports ICH in Scotland.
We have met with a number of the Convention’s Global Network of Facilitators in exploring how to approach the work to implement the Convention following ratification, seeking to learn from the experience of others.

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the sessions of the Committee? If so, please indicate which sessions you attended and whether you had any specific role during these meetings.

Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS was pleased to attend the Nineteenth session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Paraguay in 2024. We also attended the NGO Forum Symposium the day before the 19.COM meeting.

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Evaluation Body (paragraphs 26 to 31 of the Operational Directives), or as a member of the Consultative Body (between 2012 and 2014)? If so, please indicate the period.

Not to exceed 100 words

	n/a

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (paragraph 96 of the Operational Directives) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?

Not to exceed 500 words

	MGS would be pleased to continue to contribute in an advisory role. Within a UK context, we have been operating under sub para 96.c) – providing advice, support and assistance to other devolved UK nations and dependencies, notably to the Welsh Government, Isle of Man Government, and Northern Ireland Assembly via engagement with roundtable meetings. 
MGS would welcome invitations to provide advice to the Committee. 

	

	E.
Capacities of your organization to evaluate nominations, proposals and requests (paragraphs 27 and 96 of the Operational Directives)

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff have a very good command of English or French? If so, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff with the language abilities concerned.

Not to exceed 250 words

	All Staff members are fluent in English. For most, English is their first language. 

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several intangible cultural heritage domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS supports 452 museums in Scotland. Across these there are collections and activities relating to all 5 ICH domains.

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS is a grant giving organisation. We also run an accreditation scheme and a scheme which confers a status recognising the national significance of collections. All of these functions involve evaluating and analysing proposals and applications. 

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff with the language abilities concerned.

Not to exceed 250 words

	n/a

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to apply local experience to an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	As mentioned above, MGS has good experience of working internationally, particularly in relation to building informal networks with international ICH supporting bodies and NGOs. In 2024, MGS took part in the Belgian Presidency of the European Union’s ‘Unity In Diversity’ conference, highlighting how museums in Scotland engage with minority language use (Scots and Gaelic) and how this relates to ICH. In this particular session, the presentation was delivered alongside cultural heritage organisations from the Basque Country and German-speaking Belgium, and thus we were able to apply local experience to an international context. 

	

	F.
Membership in the ICH NGO Forum

	Indicate below whether your organization wishes to (continue to) be part of the ICH NGO Forum. Please note that membership is contingent upon the decision of the Committee to maintain the accreditation of your organization.

For more information on the ICH NGO Forum and its activities, please see: https://ich.unesco.org/en/ngo-forums-00422. 
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	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of your organization.

	Name:

Gillian Simison
Title:
Head of Museum Development
Date:
17/02/2025
Signature:
[image: image3.jpg]






***
For the purpose of collecting information, accredited non-governmental organizations are invited to answer the following question (optional). The information provided will not be assessed as part of the review of accreditation in the sense of paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives.
	Participation in the work of the ICH NGO Forum  

	Has your organization contributed to the work of the ICH NGO Forum in the past four years? If yes, please tick the relevant box(es) and provide information below.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member of the Executive Board of the ICH NGO Forum 
If yes, indicate the period and the role played: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member of a thematic working group established under the ICH NGO Forum 
Specify the name of the working group, the period and the role played: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Organizer of an event specifically convened for accredited non-governmental organizations 
Specify the name of the event, its target group and its date: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other types of cooperation 
Specify: 


�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please indicate clearly which State or States are concerned by your answers where appropriate.


�.	For further information on the Overall Results Framework, please refer to the Chapter 8 of the Basic Texts of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage: � HYPERLINK "https://ich.unesco.org/en/basic-texts-00503" �https://ich.unesco.org/en/basic-texts-00503� 
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