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	Procedure for the election of the members of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (Item 11)

In conformity with Article 6.4 of the Convention and as part of Item 11 on the ‘Election of the members of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage’, the General Assembly is asked to renew half of the States Members of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
According to the provisional timetable of the ninth session of the General Assembly, item 11 will be opened during the afternoon session on Tuesday, 5 July 2022, then temporarily suspended till the final adoption of the item, which will take place on Thursday, 7 July 2022. This would allow sufficient time for the voting and the counting of ballots to be held on 6 July 2022, as well as the possibility for a second secret ballot if so required.
Logistical arrangements 
Voting will take place at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, in Rooms III and V from 13:00 to 15:00 on Wednesday, 6 July 2022, with two voting booths available in each room (four voting booths in total) for this purpose. Kindly note that there will not be any specific voting schedule assigned for each State Party, and that States Parties may come to these designated rooms to cast their vote anytime within the proposed date and timeframe.
Prior to the voting, two volunteers among the delegates attending the General Assembly will be designated as tellers who will be present during the voting period and for the counting of the ballots, together with the members of the Secretariat. At the time of voting, States Parties will receive an envelope and ballot papers - one ballot paper for each electoral group where the number of candidates is more than the number of seats to be filled. Each ballot paper will bear the names of the States Parties standing for election in that electoral group, together with an indication of the number of seats to be filled. Each State Party should cast its vote by encircling the names of those candidates for which it desires to vote. The absence of any ballot paper in the envelope shall be considered an abstention.
The candidates who obtain the greatest number of votes, up to the number of seats to be filled, in each electoral group shall be elected. If two or more candidates obtain the same number of votes and, as a result, there are still more candidates than seats to be filled, there shall be a second secret ballot restricted to those candidates who obtained the same number of votes. If ever this is the case, the second ballot would be held on Thursday, 7 July 2022 from 13:00 to 14:15. If in the second ballot two or more candidates obtain the same number of votes, the Chairperson shall draw lots to decide the elected candidate.
While the provisional timetable foresees that the final results will be announced during Item 11 on Thursday, 7 July 2022, the Chairperson may decide, in consultation with the Bureau, to announce the results earlier, once the counting of the votes is finalized.
Identification of representatives
As the election is taking place in Paris at UNESCO Headquarters, all delegations must have a representative who can be physically present to take part in the vote by secret ballot. At the time of voting, this person will be asked to present identification (i.e. UNESCO badge) that clearly identifies the delegation they represent and to sign the attendance list.
Those delegations who do not have a representative in France may designate as their representatives, with the right to vote conducted by secret ballot, individuals of their choice based in France (with the only exception of persons who are already representing another State Party). Accreditation letters should follow the normal practice at UNESCO, which is that they should be signed by the Head of State, Head of Government or Minister for Foreign Affairs. They should be submitted electronically by Monday, 4 July 2022 to ichmeetings@unesco.org. When voting, the representative should also bring a copy of this letter along with a piece of personal identification and sign the attendance list.
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