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REQUEST BY A NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION TO BE ACCREDITED TO PROVIDE ADVISORY 

SERVICES TO THE COMMITTEE

DEADLINE 30 APRIL 2021

Instructions for completing the request form are available at: 

https://ich.unesco.org/en/forms  

 

1. Name of the organization 

1.a. Official name
Please provide the full official name of the organization, in its original language, as it 
appears in the supporting documentation establishing its legal personality (section 8.b 
below). 

       

1.b. Name in English or French
Please provide the name of the organization in English or French. 

  The Archers Foundation      

2. Contact of the organization 

2.a. Address of the organization 
Please provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional 
contact information such as its telephone number, email address, website, etc. This should 
be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where 
it may be legally domiciled (see section 8). 

Organization:        

Address:   Keçecipiri Mahallesi, Fatih Sultan Minberi Caddesi, No:1, 

Telephone 
number:  +90 212 254 66 54     

Email address:   info@okcularvakfi.org      
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Website:   www.okcularvakfi.org      

Other relevant 
information: 

Twitter : https://twitter.com/OkcularVakfi/media 
Facebook : https://tr-tr.facebook.com/okcularvakfi/ 
Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/okcularvakfi/ 
Youtube : 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4vJmh2v3MhN6C0F-
2NG8ug            
 
 

  
 

 

2.b Contact person for correspondence 
Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person 
responsible for correspondence concerning this request. 

  Mr.     

Family name:  Öz     

Given name:       

Institution/position:  General Manager     

Address:   Keçecipiri Mahallesi, Fatih Sultan Minberi Caddesi, No:1, 
      

Telephone 
number:  +90 536 723 07 37     

Email address:   aliihsan.oz@okcularvakfisk.com      

Other relevant 
information:       
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3. Country or countries in which the organization is active 

Please identify the country or countries in which the organization actively operates. If it 
operates entirely within one country, please indicate which country. If its activities are 
international, please indicate whether it operates globally or in one or more regions, and 
please list the primary countries in which it carries out its activities. 

 local 
 national  
 i  

 worldwide 
 Africa  
 Arab States 
 Asia & the Pacific 
 Europe & North America 
 Latin America & the Caribbean 

Please list t in which it is active:  
 Germany, Egypt, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Chine, Japan, 
Hungary, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Poland, Brunei, Russia, Albania, South Korea, 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, etc.     
 
4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence 

Please state when the organization came into existence, as it appears in the supporting 
documentation establishing its legal personality (section 8.b below). 

 06.01.2012     
 
5. Objectives of the organization 

Please describe the objectives for which the organization was established, which should 
be ‘in conformity with the spirit of the Convention’ (Criterion C). If the organization’s 
primary objectives are other than safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, please explain 
how its safeguarding objectives relate to those larger objectives. 

Not to exceed 350 words; do not attach additional information 
  The Archers Foundation was established with aim of revitalize Traditional Turkic Archery, 
training new athletes in this field, drawing attention to the historical, cultural background of 
Turkic Archery and operating on the aforementioned ancestral heritage, as clearly stated 
in the founding intention. The Archers Foundation, at the same time, continues its activities 
by creating various strategies in order to spread and apply Traditional Turkic Archery in the 
national and international field. 
The mission of the Archers Foundation is to revitalize, maintain and safeguard traditional 
Turkic archery, as well as the ancestral sports and traditional values. 
Vision of the Foundation, as well as the Traditional Turkic Archery, becoming the leading 
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institution for safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage in Turkey, which enhances 
raising awareness in the public interest, to be a good example for other related bodies or 
NGO’s. 
 
The activities of the Foundation can be divided into six sections: 
 
1. Projects: The Foundation carries out various projects, within the vision and mission of 
it, in coordination and cooperating with other NGO’s and institutions in national and 
international levels aiming to safeguard intangible cultural heritage, It announces its 
projects and activities in local and national media in order to enhance and contribute 
raising awareness in ancestral sports and the intangible cultural heritage in general. 
 2. Cultural and Artistic Activities: 
 
2.1 Exhibitions: It organizes various art exhibitions that include different aspects of the 
element that will contribute to the visibility and safeguard of the intangible cultural heritage 
in local, national and international levels. A permanent museum, suitable only for element, 
has been prescribed in the historical facility center of the Archers Foundation. 
 
2.2 Traditional Craftsmanship Courses: Since the Archers Foundation is concerned with all 
domains of the intangible cultural heritage, it organizes arts and craftsmanship 

-
and necessary for safeguarding and transmission of the element. 
 
2.3 Memorial Programs: Regularly, with a variety of important dates and events, 
performing of specific knowledge, skills and rituals related to the element. 
 
3. Competitions: The Archers Foundation directly hosts many races and competitions in 
the Traditional Turkic Archery branch at local, national and international levels. Apart from 
this, it supports the organizations and programs related to the intangible cultural heritage. 
 
4. Academic Activities: The Archers Foundation organizes academic activities such as 
workshops, symposiums, panels and conferences. Apart from theoretical studies, the 
events combine artistic productions that are often enriched with exhibitions. The 
foundation, jointly with the publishing house that it has established, carries out the 
publication of copyrighted works that dealing with children’s stories, historical novels, 
historical artworks belonging to the intangible cultural heritage, along with academic works. 
 
5. Awards and Scholarships: The Foundation organizes various awards conpetitions for 
the athletes, amateurs and pratictitioners. It provides scholarship support to a variety of 
students and athletes engaged in related activities of the element. 
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6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage 

Sections 6.a to 6.d are the primary place for establishing that the NGO satisfies the 
criterion of having ‘proven competence, expertise and experience in safeguarding (as 
defined in Article 2.3 of the Convention) intangible cultural heritage belonging, inter alia, to 
one or more specific domains’ (Criterion A). 

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active 
Please tick one or more boxes to indicate the primary domains in which the organization is 
most active. If its activities involve domains other than those listed, please tick ‘other 
domains’ and indicate which domains are concerned. 

 oral traditions and expressions 
 performing arts 
 social practices, rituals and festive events 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 
 traditional craftsmanship 
 other domains - please specify: 

      

6.b. Primary safeguarding activities in which the organization is involved 
Please tick one or more boxes to indicate the organization’s primary safeguarding 
activities. If its activities involve safeguarding measures not listed here, please tick ‘other 
safeguarding measures’ and specify which ones are concerned. 

 -  
 preservation, protection 
 promotion, enhancement 
 transmission, formal or non-formal education 
 revitalization 
 other safeguarding measures – please specify: 

      

6.c. Description of the organization’s activities 
Organizations requesting accreditation should briefly describe their recent activities and 
relevant experience in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, including those 
demonstrating the capacities of the organization to provide advisory services to the 
Committee. Relevant documentation may be submitted, if necessary, under section 8.c 
below.  

Not to exceed 550 words; do not attach additional information 
  Has been actively contributing to safeguard and transmisson of the element, intangible 
cultural heritage in general, becoming the leading institution in the field of Traditioanl of 
Turkic Archery in Turkey since 2013. The Archers Foundation carries out cultural and 
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artistic organizations,  projects related to researching, academic publishing for 
safeguarding of the ich elements. By inventory-making the living masters of Traditional 
Turkic Archery, the Foundation provides new ateliers to the masters for training and 
transmitting the element to new apprentices and practitioners who will safeguard the 
element and related craftsmanship for the next generations. The Archers Foundation, with 
its experienced and high-energy team, who is proud to share their knowledge and 
experience in every field, is sensitive to the safeguard and transmit the Traditional Turkic 
Archery by organizing its activities in line with this purpose. 
 
• 2013-2021, International Conquest Cup: Referring to 1453, which is the original 
foundation date of the Archers Foundation, the world’s largest archery competition is held 
every year between 26-29 May. Nearly 800 athletes from over 50 countries participate only 
for the final contests of the competition. The average participation of the organization is 
over 2000 people, together with the elimination standards held in various regions. The 
International Conquest Cup is held not only as an archery event, but also in a celebration 
and festive mood.  
• Kemankesh (Archer) Project: Kemankesh Turkic Archery project was applied in 36 
countries within the framework of the cooperation protocol between the Archers 
Foundation and Yunus Emre Institute. In the first stage, the courses, which are held in the 
regions where the countries are most populated and where cultural interaction is intense, 
are now aimed to spread to other provinces of the countries. Within the framework of the 
project, the training processes of the Archers Foundation are organized, and the nation-
wide participants provide the continuity by organizing Traditional Turkic Archery courses in 
their countries. Within the scope of the project, hundreds of participants come to Istanbul 
every year and provide a cultural dialogue, interaction and share their experiences, 
knowledge and skills in line with the 2003 Convention. 
 
 
• Archery is My Sport: Within the scope of the project carried out with the Provincial 
Directorates of National Education, a training protocol has been signed in order to train 
both Modern and Traditional Turkic Archery in schools to transmit and safeguard the 
element. Between 2017 -2021, 1053 students were trained, and Traditional Turkic Archery 
was performed by thousands of young students in 201 schools. 
 
• Anniversary Events of the Malazgirt Victory: Since 2017, the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage has been exhibited in all aspects of the Malazgirt Victory Anniversary Events, 
which has strengthen the sense of historical and cultural continuity of the society at the 
national level and celebrated in an important festival atmosphere. In addition to archery 
competitions, horseback archery shows and other events, the anniversary events have 
became a meeting point for the masters, bearers and practitioners who are involved in 
various fields of the element. The traditional craftsmanship and arts related to archery are 
promoted and performed in various branches such as calligraphy and illumination 
manuscript.  
 
• Archery Workshop: In 2017, the first workshop in which athletes, academicians and 
instructors related to Traditional Turkic Archery are organized. The decisions made at the 
end of the workshop are carried out in practice. The organization has enhanced the raising 
awareness and visibility of Intangible Cultural Heritage and its 2003 Convention. 
 
• Archery R & D Laboratory: The world’s first archery research and development 
laboratory, which became operational in 2018, examines the technical details of Traditional 
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Turkic Archery and provides new contributions which is important for human creativity. 
• Archery Research Institute: The Archery research center, which was officially founded 
in 2017, carries out its work with four researchers and one director. It provides support to 
young researchers engaged in academic activities in this field by carrying out activities 
related to intangible cultural heritage such as organizing workshops, symposiums, panels, 
conferences, publish copyrighted materials. It also provides consultancy services for 
documentary, TV series and film projects related to the element. With the technical and 
financial support of the Archery Research Institute, exhibitions and art activities are 
organized in different parts of the world.  
 
• Traditional Turkish Archery Workshop: All the details of the element related to arrow 
and bow making are transmitted to next generations through these workshops organized 
within the Archers Foundation since 2013. 
 
• Youth Projects Support Program: With the project entitled “UNESCO Heritage is 
Looking for Representatives: Turkic Archery from Tradition to the Future”, the team to be 
formed among university students will voluntarily chose veya have the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage education to be the honorary representative. 
     
 

6.d. Description of the organization’s competence and expertise 
Please provide information on the personnel and members of the organization, describe 
their competence and expertise in the domain of intangible cultural heritage, in particular 
those that demonstrate the capacities of the organization to provide advisory services to 
the Committee, and explain how they acquired such competence. Documentation of such 
competences may be submitted, if necessary, under section 8.c below. 

Not to exceed 200 words; do not attach additional information 
  The Archers Foundation has two executive bodies: The Board of Directors and the 
Administrative Institution.  
 
The Board of Directors carries out its responsibilities to create the base of organizations 
and activities to be held in line with the vision and mission of the foundation, and to ensure 
the promotion of Traditional Turkic Archery with its local, national and international 
acknowledgement. 
 
The administrative institution, on the other hand, carries out its duty with its expert team on 
sports, culture, art, social awareness in line with the permission and knowledge of the 
Board of Directors. The sports club within its body includes three different branches 

-Bow Archery, Compound-  
 
In addition, the Research Center, where the foundation conducts its academic researches, 
deals with all aspects of Traditional Turkic Archery from an academic and technical 
perspective. 
 
Furthermore, the Foundation contributes to the development of the relevant elements by 
collaborating with many different artists on traditional arts and craftsmanship. It attaches 
importance to the equality of women and men in its activities. It approaches gender 
equality sensitively in all its organizations. 
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7. The organization’s experiences in cooperating with communities, groups and 

intangible cultural heritage practitioners 

The Committee will evaluate whether NGOs requesting accreditation ‘cooperate in a spirit 
of mutual respect with communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that 
create, practise and transmit intangible cultural heritage’ (Criterion D). Please briefly 
describe such experiences here. 

Not to exceed 350 words; do not attach additional information 
  The Archers Foundation carries out academic collaborations at national level with 
instit
Sultan Mehmet Foundation University, Bal

ultan Alp Arslan University, Bitlis Ahi Evran University. It carries out periodic or 
continuous collaborations with local administrations such as Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality, Beyo , 

Diyarbak u 
Municipality. It cooperates with institutions such as the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports, and the Ministry of National Education on issues related to 
Intangible Cultural Heritage. At the international level, it has partnerships with the Maarif 
Foundation, Yunus Emre Institute and the International Balkan University. However, with 
regard to the intangible cultural heritage in Turkey, it arranges all activities by 
communicating the Traditional Turkic Archery clubs, related communities, masters, beares 
and practitioners. Also performs peer-level activities with the Traditional Turkic Archery 
Federation of Turkey. 
     
 
 
8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization 

The Operational Directives require that an organization requesting accreditation submit 
documentation proving that it possesses the operational capacities listed under Criterion 
E. Such supporting documents may take various forms, in light of the diverse legal 
regimes in effect in different States. Submitted documents should be translated, whenever 
possible, into English or French if the originals are in another language. Please label 
supporting documents clearly with the section (8.a, 8.b or 8.c) to which they refer. 

8.a. Members and personnel 
Proof of the participation of the members of the organization, as requested under Criterion 
E (i), may take diverse forms such as a list of directors, a list of personnel and statistical 
information on the quantity and categories of the members; a complete membership roster 
usually need not be submitted. 

Please attach supporting documents, labelled ‘Section 8.a’. 





8.a







8.b Recognized Legal Personality 
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