


























The celebration is very sensual with all five senses engaged. Cash prizes are given to the
winners of the race and other competitions, but this is not important to the contestants
as the participation is more significant.

The embroidered horse mantels take pride of place in each “pefias” lodge. The lodges
are where the “pefias” meet throughout the festival and this is where there is a great
deal of comradery and solidarity nurtured and cultivated amongst the members of each
group.

The festival has led to two bronze monuments being erected at different locations in
the city. These works of art were created by two different sculptors, José Gonzalez
Marcos (1983) and Rafael Pi Belda (2007). There is also an embroidery school that has
shown great works of technical and artistic detail. This in turn has meant that some of
this artwork can now be on permanent display in the Wine Horse Museum and the
Museum of the Festival. These exhibits provide both locals and visitors an insight into
the great aesthetic quality presented in these exhibits.

For all the reasons outlined above and in accordance with the Law 4/2007 of March 16,
the Cultural Heritage of the Region of Murcia, are the reasons for declaring The Wine
Horse Festival of good intangible cultural interest. Below are listed seven integral points
to why this is so:

1.-The celebration is a very important part of the ethnographic heritage of the Region of
Murcia

2.- The celebration is unique throughout the region and national territory.

3.- This festival is hugely popular and consists of a huge amount of local participation. It
fosters a great deal of unity, sportsmanship and solidarity among the participants.

4.- There is documentary proof of its origin, dating back to 1765.

5.-The festivals existence has led to the erection of two urban neo-baroque, bronze
monuments. The works of the sculptors José Gonzalez Marcos (1983) and Rafael Pi
Belda (2007).

6.-The celebration of the festival has meant the formation of a school of embroiderers
of great aesthetic and technical quality. The work they create each year surpasses that
of the previous year, in a cycle of continual improvement. Some of this art work is in
collaboration with the projects of regional and national artists. Many of these pieces are
displayed in the Museum of the Fiesta of the city of Caravaca.

7.- The festival continues to inspire current artists and poets as it has done in the past.
Painters, photographers and other types of artists are constantly motivated by the



activities that take place each year. An example of this are paintings that were entered
into the national “Rafael Tejeo" contest.



