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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multinational nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia and Yemen

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Date palm, knowledge, skills, traditions and practices

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	- United Arab Emirates: el Sarma, elDihyya, alawaneh (Date Palm)
- Iraq:Tala, Leena, Faseela (Date Palm)

- Palestine : Shajret al-balah (Date Palm)
- Tunisia: Tazdayt
-  Oman: Sarmah, Al-Faseela, Al-Awana 

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1), mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	N/A

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The communities, groups and individuals involved in practices pertaining to the date palm inhabit these following states:  
United Arab Emirates: Residents of oases, villages, urban lands and farms in addition to farmer service centers, date factories, palm recycling centers, and scientific research.
Bahrain: Residents of numerous areas in Al-Muharraq, North Manama in addition to the Eastern and Western parts of Bahrain.

Egypt: Residents of oases, coastal regions, the countryside and the "Al-Saeed" region of Egypt (Northern Egypt) as well as Nubia.
Iraq: Countryside and the Al-Ahwar region residents.
Jordan: Residents of the Southern, Northern and Middle parts of Al-Aghwar and residents of the "Al-Azraq" region and Aqaba. 
Kuwait: Date Palm Association, traders, farmers and the general public.
Mauritania: Residents of oases and agricultural cooperative societies.
Morocco: Groups, communities, individuals, residents of oases, traders, professionals, and craftsmen that utilize the date plam.

Oman: Residents of Muscat, Musandam, Al-Batenah, Al Buraimi, Al-Dhahira, Al Sharqiya and Al- Dakhilya. 

Palestine: Residents of the "Al-Aghwar" region in Jericho and Dir al Balah in Gaza Strip.
Saudi Arabia: Residents of the Al-Qassim region, Medina and the Al Riyadh region.
Sudan: Nubian communities, including "Al-Halfawiyoon", "Al-Mahs", "Al-Sukoot", "Al-Danakla"  "Al-Kunooz", Al-Shaigia and Al-Jaaliyiin. 

Tunisia: Residents of oases, islands, Duwas and the Date Palm Association in Kerkennah Islands.

Yemen: Annual Irteqaa Association, Agricultural Association and the Palm and Dates Production Association.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating, if possible, the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories. Submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Located in semi-arid to arid regions of the world, the submitting states inhabit a geographical environment that is ideal for the cultivation of date palms, which are characterized by their adaptive abilities, in regards to high temperatures and aridity in the region.

Amidst numerous factors, the geographical significance of these states, in addition to their demographic (population distribution) and geological (surface, soil, water) aspects, contribute to the date palm's flourishment into a major cultural space. As for their geological characteristics, date palms are generally spread throughout valleys and low-lying lands. These valleys include the range of the Grand Atlas Mountains in the Kingdom of Morocco, in addition to valleys in the Northern Region of the UAE, Mauritania, amongst others. An example of low-lying lands with date palms is the Al-Aghwar region in Jordan and Palestine. 

The connection between geological factors and the proliferation of date palm cultivation is abundantly manifested throughout the submitting states' oases. This cultivation varies in terms of its expansion and the areas that contain date palm fields. For example, the 'Al Qassim' and 'Al Ihsa' Oases in Saudi Arabia possess over four million date palm trees in addition to the oases found in Medina and region of Al-Ryiad . Moreover, there lies Tafilalet Oasis in Morocco and the oases stretching in the country's coastal region, the region adjacent to the desert in Tunisia, Al Ain Oasis, Al Dhaid and the far reaching Al Dhafra Region Oases that  form a (50) mile arch in the UAE. Furthermore, there are oases in Adrar, Tagant and Assaba in Mauritania in addition to Sewa and Al Wadi Al Jadid (The New Valley) in Egypt. They are also common in the Northern region of Sudan and numerous regions in Iraq, including Al Basra, Central Furat and Arbil. In Bahrain, the farms extend north of Manama and the nation's Western, Central and Eastern parts. In Kuwait, the palm spreads in Wafra, Abdali and Saliba. In addition, date palm trees are common in scattered areas as a result of other factors, including Dir Al Balah and Khan Younes in Palestine, Al Azraq region in Jordan and the Northern Kardfan and Darfour in Sudan as well as a majority of the agricultural areas found in the Sultanate of Oman, and Al Riyadh and Medina in Saudi Arabia. 

The date palm tree may also be found in some of the submitting states' islands, including Dalma Island in the UAE and Djerba and Kerkennah Islands in Tunisia. In addition, this enabled an incentive to plant date palms in its "reformed" desert islands, in addition to areas surrounding infrastructure (roads, etc.)

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multinational nominations, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

(Mr)
Family name:

AlKaabi
Given name:

Saeed
Institution/position:

Director of the Intangible Heritage Department/ Department of Culture & Tourism- Abu Dhabi
Address:

P.O. Box: 94000, Abu Dhabi
Telephone number:

+9712-599 50 11
Email address:

saeed.alkaabi@dctabudhabi.ae 


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multinational files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	Bahrain
Title (Mr.)

Family Name: Al Khalifa

Given Name: Khalifa

Institution/Position: Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities

P.O. Box: 2199

k.alkhalifa@culture.gov.bh 

Egypt
Title (Ms.)

Family Name: Imam

Given Name: Nahla

Institution/Position: High Institute of Folk Arts, Ministry of Culture

Cairo- Alex Road, City View compound, Giza, Egypt

T: +201001022765

nahla.emam@gmail.com 

Iraq
Title (Mr.)

Family Name: Alogaili

Given Name:  Iman

-Institution/Position: Cultural Relations Directorate/ Responsible for the International Organizations, Iraqi Expert in the field Intangible Cultural Heritage

Iraq- Baghdad- AlMansour St 

T: +9647706922442, 009647811755412

emanalokayly@yahoo.com  

Jordan
Title (Mr.): 

Family Name: Nawaiseh

Given Name: Hikmat

Institution/Position: Director of Heritage Directorate

Ministry of Culture

T: +962799071732

hikmat.nawaiseh@culture.gov.jo

alhakeem1964@gmail.com

Kuwait
Title (Ms.):

Family Name: Al-Sabah

Given Name: Farah

Institution/Position: Kuwait National Museum/ National Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters

PO BOX 23996.SAFAT. 13100.State of Kuwait

T: 0096599859999

farahalsabah@nccal.gov.kw 

Mauritania

Title (Mr.)

Family Name: Salihi

Given Name: Nami Mohammed Kaber

Institution/Position: National Maintenance of Heritage and Culture

Ministry of Culture and Traditional Industry - National Maintenance of Heritage and Culture, P.O. Box: 196

T: +22236302677

namisalihy@gmail.com 

Morocco
Title (Mr.): 

Family Name: Nami 

Given Name: Mustapha

Institution/Position: Head of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Department

17, Michlifen street , Agdal, Rabat, Morocco

T: +212663859712

Mustapha.nami@gmail.com 

Oman
Title (Mr.)

Family Name: Bani Oraba

Given Name: Ibrahim bin Saif bin Salem

Institution/Position: Ministry of Heritage and Culture/Head of Cultural Heritage Maintenance

Sultanate of Oman, P.O. Box: 668, zip code: 113

T: +96899203029/+96824116644

baniarab8@gmail.com 

Other contact persons: 

Given Name and Family Name: Salem bin Rashid Al Muhairi

Position: Cultural Expert in the Cultural Committee for Education, Culture and Sciences- Ministry of Education

T: +96824759393/+96899345618 

almahairi2@moe.om 

Palestine
Title (Ms.): 

Family Name: Amani

Given Name: Junidi

Institution/Position: Director of the National Heritage Registration 

Albeire.palestin\.Ramallah\Ministry of culture

T: +972597886174

amanijuidi@gmail.com

Saudi Arabia
Title (Mr., Dr.)

Family Name: Al Omar

Given Name: Khalid

Organization/Job Title: Director of the Intangible Heritage Administration 

Ministry of Culture & Information 

Deputy Minister for Culture Affairs  

T: +966 505216509   

kaomar@moci.gov.sa  

Sudan
Title (Mr.) Dr.

Given Name and Family Name: Asad Abdulrahman Awadallah Abdulrahman

Ministry of Culture, Sudanese Life Documentation and Registration Center

T: +249912436911

+249123406016

asaadhajam@yahoo.com

Tunisia
Title (Mr.)

Family Name: Ben Soula 

Given Name: Imed 

Institution/Position: Directeur de department d Ethnographie / lnstitut National du Patrimoine 

4, Place de chateau, 1008, Tunisie

T: +216953645

imed_soula@yahoo.fr  

Yemen
Title (Mr.)

Family Name: Al-akori

Given Name: Rafeq

Institution/Position: Director general of the Yemeni Music Heritage Center

saawn, sanaa yemen

T: 00967733033733/ +967774598050

rafiksaad@gmail.com 

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage 

 performing arts

 social practices, rituals and festive events

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 traditional craftsmanship

 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community;
b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element;
c. any specific roles, including gender-related ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element; and

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides the communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The date plam, unique in its features, is typically associated with deserts and temperate dry climate, as well as other geographical enviornments such as valleys. The date palm is an evergreen plant whose roots deeply penetrate the earth in search of humidity. Date palms gather in oases of different densities within desert areas indicating the presence of water levels suitable for irrigation. As a result, this aided mankind in settling down despite harsh conditions. 

The population of the submitting states has been associated with the date palm tree for centuries as it aided them in the construction of civilization. Historical research and various antiquities excavations have resulted in the plant's significant cultural and economic status in numerous regions such as Mesopotamia , ancient Egypt and the Arab Gulf. 

Several finds of ancient coins, statutes, drawings and stone inscriptions serve as proof of mankind's connections to the element in a variety of regions. In fact, it has played a pivotal role in the population's habituation to its barren environmental surroundings as it provides suitable living conditions and potential stability. 

Such an old historical relationship between mankind in the Arab region and the element has enabled a rich cultural heritage passed on through generations. Nowadays, the communities, groups and individuals in the areas where the date palm spread still maintain relevant practices, knowledge, skills and rituals. These cultural expressions and practices constiute a complete element of the intangible cultural heritage as defined in the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Knowledge, skills and practices associated with the date plam can be summarized as such: 

-Nurturing the date palm tree: this is specifically related to the knowledge the practitioner uses to provide suitable conditions for the palm's growth and the bearing of its fruits among various traditional nurturing methods such as planting the offshoots, pruning, irrigation and assisted pollination.

-The implementation of numerous traditional crafts based on manual skills, especially by women who relied on the tree's various parts such as its leaves, frond and fiber. This provides several essential products to the region's inhabitants.

-The adoption of various social rituals and practices due to the palm status as a cultural reference point, enabled as such through its utilization in varying degrees through facets such as interior design, medecine and hospitality.

-Its symbolic status due to various references in regional artistic efforts (verbal compositions, ie, poetry, songs, etc..
In consideration of the aforementioned, the communities, groups and individuals associated with the date palm in all submitting states perceive the tree as a crucial element of intangible cultural heritage. We hope that its inscription on the UNESCO Representative List could serve to unify all efforts made to safeguard this cultural heritage, especially when considering its plenitude in the Arab World. Moreover, this tree has been connected to the regional populace for cenutries, constituting a key nutritional source, in addition to its associated crafts, professions and social/ cultural traditions, customs and practices. Due to its significance until the present day, the palm has been widely supported by both local communities and various government agencies. This has led to a noticeable expansion of its cultivation, thereby increasing regional manufacturing workforces.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender-related ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If so, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The submitting states' demographics include various communities, groups and individuals of different walks of life, known as practitioners of the element, that participate/possess date palm related knowledge, skills, traditions and practices. They also play a vital role in its safeguarding and flourishment, including but not limited to: 

- Date palm farm owners: An important segment of the groups that are interested in the element as date palms are an indicator of wealth and elevated social status. They are typically keen to pass it on to their children. As a result, this secures the element's continuity and sustainability .

- Farmers: Those who plant, nurture and irrigate the date palm offshoots and harvest their fruits as part of a precise and professional system, including the "Baidar" who takes care of irrigation as per Emirati tradition, "Al-Khammas" a palm tree care taker who oversees its fruition until production as per Tunisian tradition as well as "Taleh elnakhal" who harvests the palm's fruits as per Egyptian tradition.

- Craftsmen: Those who produce traditional products using various parts of the palm such as ceilings, furniture, baskets, ropes, mats, broomsticks, manual fans, and cages made of palm leaves and fiber. 

- Dates traders: Those who purchase date crops from farm owners, and then prepare, dry, can and sell them locally as well as to date factories. 

- Creative people, artists, performers and reciters of folkloric tales and poems that are associated with the date palm in addition to participants of dates festivals and celebrations.

- Agricultural engineers in addition to experts, NGOs who provide date palm related activities,  professional care and assistance to market their products on a large scale, and those who strive to develop products and discover new ways to use the palm for all of its parts.

- Women specialize in several processes and date palm related functions, including kneading and storing dates, the date palm leaf industry, making decorative instruments, and the preparation of traditional foods and treatments.

- Children playing traditional games which utilize the palm leaf in various capacities.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The date palm's noteworthy characteristics including its need of care-taking, lenghty lifespan and diverse range of palm based products, could provide suitable opportunities to all community members in order to acquire care-related skills and knowledge. Due to its distinguished presence in cultural and economic life; and despite the relative decline of engaged youth in regards to date palm related activities; the elderly, parents and practitioners remain keen to transmit  knowledge, skills and expertise to future generations through non-conventional methods. This can be noticed through verbally transmitted suggestions and activites in which family members of all ages and genders participate in its care taking. 

In addition to the efforts made by the family, date palm related knowledge, skills and traditions is verbally transmitted to children through various forms of communication such as: stories, songs, legends, proverbs, riddles and even beliefs. This would take place in an informal learning framework. On the other hand, skills and knowledge relevant to the element are formally transmitted through the following:

-A number of the submitting states have ensured the palm’s inclusion in their schools’ curricula. This is exemplified through social studies/ethics courses in the UAE and the Arabic language curriculum in states such as Egypt, Iraq, Tunisia and Saudi Arabia.

-Establishing institutes and research centers that specialize in relevant research, including but not limited to, Laboratory of palm tissue cultivation in "Al Ain university" in the UAE, National Institute of Agricultural Research in Morocco, Horticulture Research Institute in Egypt, Agricultural Counseling Units in Tunisia, the Portable Laboratory in Jordan and  institutes that specialize in date palm care taking in Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Oman and Bahrain. This is facilitated through relevant NGOs in addition to print, broadcast and video production media and various forms of social media.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have for its community nowadays?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Historically speaking, the date palm contributes to various social and cultural functions in all of the submitting states and serves as a vital source of income. As a result, this has been a factor of stability towards various communities, groups and individuals. It has also played a major role in stregthening a connection to their land and aiding them to face challenges and difficulties in regard to the harsh desert enviornment. The social function of the date palm is represented through the following: 

- Collective participation in  multiple date palm related activities such as planting the offshoots, irrigation, pruning, pollination and dates harvesting. This is due to the season of date cultivation and its significance as a special social occasion through which cooperation, locally known as "alfaz'a'" in the Gulf Region, and "altweeza" in North Africa, is typically manifested. In addition, there exists social groups involving men and women of all ages.

- Implementation of numerous festive rituals, traditions and customs. For example, date palm leaves are celebrated in Egypt. In Morocco, children would participate in "Ashura" Muslim celebrations by weaving small palm leaf baskets, used to carry eggs and traditional foods. Moreover, dates symbolize generosity as they are served with coffee and milk to the guest. In some countries, the heart of the date palm may be served on a number of special occasions.

-Date palm trees contribute to the elevation of social status in regards to  certain communities, groups and individuals.

- Date palm leaves are used in most Gulf states in folkloric games and songs, including "Khail Al Jareed" and al Qaraa" in Jordan.

- Dates are particularily associated with offering condolences and Islamic rituals such as using them to wipe infants' gums to expediate the growth of their teeth.

- The date palm's cultural functions are as follows: 

- The date palm is considered a main cultural symbol in most communities, groups and individuals in the submitting Arab countries.

- The date palm is used as a source of inspiration for many  creative works of poetry, stories, proverbs, songs and plastic arts. To this effect, the date palm is referred to when describing height, steadfastness, patience and generosity in addition to other moral values. 

- In the holy month of Ramadan, Muslims make sure to have dates upon Iftar, a social ritual that has been passed down for generations.

- In the middle of the holy month of Ramadan, "garga'an" is celebrated in Kuwait, Bahrain, and Oman, where dates and candy are served to children in baskets made of date palm leaves. 

- Dates are used as a manufacturing component in regards to candy, especially those made on festive occasions.

- Dates and coffee are served at Arab "Majalis"(gathering places). 
- In most submitting states the Pilgrim's return from Hajj or Mecca is celebrated by decorating their house's facade with date palm leaves. 

- Date palm leaves are utilized when constructing a surface used by a groom to place his gift for his bride. For example, "Zaffa" is a festive activity that takes place from the house of the former to that of the latter, and is typically accompanied by traditional ballads. An example would be the  "AlBasbaasa" celebration that occurs in Egypt's oases.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	All skills, traditions, expressions, practices and knowledge associated with the date palm tree are consistently in line with the spirit of international human rights conventions, principles of mutual respect between diverse peoples, in addition to sustainable development requirements mentioned in section (6) of the 2003 UNESCO Convention's executive directions on intangible cultural heritage. Moreover, the element's components may even promote or enhance these general principles.

As for international human rights and their principles, none of the element's aspects contradict them, especially in regards to the date palm's role and the various industries, practices and expressions  that utilize the date palm tree. Similarily, mankind's relationship to the date palm tree considerably contributes to establishing relations with individuals and groups within a social framework of mutual respect, understanding, cohesion and integration. With respect to sustainable development, the date palm's utilization has encapsulated conceptual requirements and principles advocated by the modern world. This is demonstrated in the date palm's contribution to biological diversity. Within the same context, benefiting from the entire date palm, including its trunk, leaves, seeds and fruits in parallel with annual production is considered a vital aspect in securing sustainable levels of natural resources associated with the date palm tree. In some drought-stricken regions, farmers use means of irrigation that could reduce the rate of lost/evaporated water in soil through the 'drip irrigation' system, etc. 

With regards to the above, communities and groups take certain measures that are most often agreed upon customarily, passed down over generations in order to efficiently manage these water shortages in a manner that would secure its sustainability, with methods favored under current international resolutions. 

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription would contribute to ensuring the visibility and awareness of the significance of intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue that respects cultural diversity.
(vi) How could the inscription of the element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general (and not only of the inscribed element itself) and raise awareness of its importance?

(i.a) Please explain how this would be achieved at the local level.

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inclusion of date palm-related knowledge, skills, traditions and practices on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and their connection to other cultural elements such as crafts, traditions, games, performance art and verbal traditions as well as other aspects of heritage will contribute to highlight the ICH and its general significance. In regards to the submitting states' local levels, this inscription will better interest communities in their heritage components and the prospects can be provided by this heritage to achieve social cohesion and increase the importance of heritage. Henceforth, most relevant activities take place in public spaces such as workshops, fields, areas which facilitates opportunities to spread national awareness.

Furthermore, the file's preparation stages, in conjunction with local communities, groups and individuals helped identify the 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage . Therefore, this has ameliorated communication channels and dialogue concerning the significance of intangible cultural heritage and its relevant safeguarding measures. This notion has been expressed in letters of support that were sent from various community representatives. 

Inscribing the element of the date palm on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will hopefully inspire local communities to rediscover the value of this element. This has led to a general realization of the importance of other heritage elements. Moreover, this may also motivate its bearers and practitioners of all ages, groups, and both genders to expand their interest towards different expressions of cultural intangible heritage. As a result, this could proliferate its cultural presence to newfound levels.  

	(i.b) Please explain how this would be achieved at the national level.
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	At the national level, inscribing relevant skills, knowledge and traditions on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will enable those concerned to discover  shared and different cultural characteristics of neighboring communities within their respective state. In addition, this inscription could double the interest of associations and cooperative/civil societies concerned with intangible cultural heritage issues, while efficiently stressing its importance. Hence, this may contribute to its safeguarding, while doubling the efforts made in order to ensure a long lasting legacy. 

This inscription will also draw the attention of officials working at various  government agencies, including ministries and institutes that legislate/implement policies as applicable laws and regulations. These laws and regulations could strive to safeguard different intangible cultural heritage elements prevailing in other areas within the country, enabling the integration of these components into national development plans due to their overall significance in the field. Moreover, intensive media coverage of the element's listing may motivate governments to make greater efforts in rehabiliating the intangible culural heritage and its weighted value. 

Inscribing the date palm element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and the fact that the tree and its relevant culture are distributed throughout varying enviornments within each country where multiple societies practice relevant skills, could contribute to enhancing respect towards cultural diversification among societies. This could also bring them together for the sake of preserving and sustaining the intangible cultural heritage on a national level. Meanwhile, the element's proliferation within each submitting state and its inclusion as part of the UNESCO list would enhance the level of awareness of the society's intangible cultural heritage. This will enable opportunities for dialogue among its components. 

	 (i.c) Please explain how this would be achieved at the international level.
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	As a result of the spread of this element in many countries across the world, the inscription will encourage other countries where the element is common to join the nomination file in the future. Therefore, this could also reinforce shared cultural features and the exchange of safeguarding expertise. In addition, inscribing the date palm in UNESCO through a shared international file would serve as an incentive to provide diversified shared elements at the regional and international level(s) in multi-lateral files. Hence, this could contribute to highlighting a common aspect of human heritage and spreading a culture of communication among diverse peoples of the world. Furthermore, this could also make it possible to establish shared regional and internatinal projects in regards of preserving and sustaining heritage. 

This shared date palm file will also provide an important opportunity for the element's identification through diverse societies in the world. The inclusion of skills, knowledge and traditions associated with the date palm in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity could boost the awareness of various communities, groups and individuals across the world about the importance of the intangible cultural heritage, especially the elements  related to natural resources and surroundings.

The inscription of this element on the Representative List could serve as an incentive to organize numerous international conferences, exhibitions, forums, festivals and workshops. In addition, this could open the door to various shared business opportunities, which could  highlight the intangible cultural heritage's importance.     

	(vii) How would dialogue among communities, groups and individuals be encouraged by the inscription of the element?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The element's inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, as a shared project between a number of states, is expected to enhance dialogue between various groups, communities and individuals. The expansion of the element's cultural and sociological aspects is considered an incentive for such groups, communities and individuals to communicate and cooperate on the basis of common cultural factors that are represented in date palm related knowledge, practices, traditions and skills. 

Therefore, the diversified accumulated expertise that these groups and communities gain would potentially provide an adequate climate for this dialogue's development. Despite the differences pertaining to their expertise, they possess many common factors that can unify them within a  shared and organized framework. After the element is inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, it requires evidence concerning the implementation of effective dialogue in order to facilitate improvement. 

The element of the date palm is characterized by the possibility of creating a dialogue among diverse segments of society, cultures, encompassing all ages and both genders. They possess a shared responsibility in regards to the element's preservation and safeguarding. This file has particularly provided the opportunity to enhance this dialogue and its promotion among various communities, groups and individuals at the levels deemed fit by the submitting Arab states. Hopefully, such effective dialogue will expand among the groups, communities and individuals on an international level.

For example, many international date festivals  held in many submitting states could provide opportunites for effective dialogue in cultural spaces, where date palm related activities involve poets, craftsmen, dates producers and artists. Therefore, this could stregthen channels of dialogue amongst their circles. Some of these major events include date festivals in Sewa Oasis in Egypt, the International Dates Festival in Arfood of Morocco, the Liwa Date Festival and the Khalifa International Date Palm Award and Agricultural Innovation in UAE, the Date Palm Festival in Iraq and the Palm and Dates Festival in Sudan.

	(viii) How would human creativity and respect for cultural diversity be promoted by the inscription of the element?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Despite the fact that the date palm represents one single element, the knowledge, skills and practices pertaining to it are diversified at the state's local and regional levels. What highlights the peculiarity and importance of this element lies in the fact that it is practiced by groups, communities and individuals that belong to natural and societal enviornments, diversified in terms of their rural and urban areas, nomadic lifestyles and their oases. Therefore, inscribing this element as a file that is shared by a number of countries will reinforce the respect of its cultural diversity, building bridges of communication between common cultures on an international level.

Since the element possesses numerous yet essential manufacturing and healing components, it will serve as a source of inspiration to those who seek to innovate in fields such as traditional crafts, entrepreneurship and arts. Moreover, the file's inscription on the UNESCO list is expected to push the practitioners of the element to innovate and develop ways for its preservation and continuity as well as encouraging creativity in date palm related manual products. This may be represented in children's games, furniture and even fishing boats, in addition to folkloric literature, poetry, ballads, stories, proverbs and riddles. In addition, the inclusion of the date palm in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is considered  evidence for the creativity of communities, groups and individuals in investing and developing their resources. Thus, the date palm now possesses over (120) varieties in the submitting states, where its fruits are manufactured in a myriad of modern products.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The element's cultural relevance and its proliferation through centuries proves that concerned communities, groups and individuals are eager to sustain the element, despite the challenges and difficulties presented over time. Here are some of the safeguarding measures taken in each submitting state:
Bahrain 

Through "the One Date Palm Tree in Every House" initiative, the state's communities, groups and individuals are actively engaged in the expansion of the date palm's cultivation, while elevating the element's societal status due to existing cultural, environmental and social connections. 

Egypt
The states communities, groups and individuals ensure that customary law regarding the oases and desert remains applicable, in addition to legislation that assures the date palm's protection, in which a specialized judge is allocated, aptly named, "Qadi al Arayesh" (Date Palm Judge) who imposes fiscal penalties on perpetrators who have committed violations against a date palm, while considering the tree's condition and level of date production. 

The date palm harvest is an occasion marked to celebrate the tree in coordination with various local communities. For example, "Eid Al Musalaha" (the Feast of Reconciliation) is organized in Siwa Oasis and held during the harvest season. This season is considered crucially important in regards to the palm's promotion in addition to its products and the craftsmen who make them.

Iraq
On a yearly basis, farmers and orchard owners participate in counseling and awareness workshops concerning modern agricultural methods, training farmers and improving their abilities through the Ministry of Agriculture.  

Certain civil society organizations co-operate with groups, communities and individuals in regards to sustainable development projects pertaining to the date palm such as the one held by the "Nature Iraq" Organization in Nasiriyah Governorate. This project is aimed at training male and female residents of all ages in the region and improving their abilities in regards to date palm related handicrafts. 

Jordan
Co-operative societies provide training programs to the local community concerning date palm leave, their various benefits and their use in handicrafts and other manufactured multi-purpose products. 

Kuwait
Numerous national societies adopt projects and activities aimed at developing the date palm sector such as the Date Palm Friends Society and the Kuwaiti Farmers Association. 

Mauritania
Traditional palm leaf handicrafts are developed by various women's societies.

Morocco
Concerned groups, communities and individuals ensure the standardization of irrigated water consumption, especially in oases that suffer from water shortages.

Element practitioners adopt new date picking and storage techniques, in addition to other applicable methods. 

Various groups, communities and individuals are concerned with diversifying the traditional date palm industry, in which women manufacture products consumed by tourists in addition to known traditional products, securing these skills' continuity despite a shift in the products made and their uses. 

Groups, communities and individuals who are concerned with the date palm cooperate to better market the product, essentially guaranteeing quality and enabling all those engaged to share profits.  

Oman
There exists several national farmer societies that potentially enable the exchange of knowledge and skills, helping the date palm's sustainability as a continous part of their heritage.  

An annual date exhibition is held with the participation of various communities, groups and individuals that practice a myriad of date palm related customs and traditions. Moreover, local shopping malls and marketplaces aim to efficiently promote these products.

Palestine
Cooperative date palm farmer societies are established to better market the products, enhancing their role in maintaining the tree's sustainability.

Saudi Arabia
The expansion of Waqf (endowment) initiatives that are based on the allocation of revenues earned from date palm farms or orchards to charity.

The Saudi families' interest in planting date palm trees in their houses as part of a date palm cultivation project and its due expansion.

Sudan
Date and palm festivals are held under the supervision of the Sudanese Society for Palm Agriculture and Care, a voluntary society that encapsulates a number of palm farmers, and has organized this annual festival for a decade.

Tunisia
A large number of farmers are attracted by "water societies" potentially enabling them to have  proper control over water resources and sustainable farmer practices pertaining to the date palm within the oases of Tunisia.

United Arab Emirates
The existence of national date factories including Foah Date Company, Liwa Date factory and Emirates Dates Factory-Al Saad  that strive to innovate in the date industry, currently producing over (42) products, including date jam, Al-Tamrila, Vinegar, Date molasses, Date dough, iced dates, etc. 

Many plastic artists are engaged in creating new uses and purposes of date palm products, including a dome that is made of date palm leaves that consists of (500) pieces to decorate the Sheikh Zayed Mosque in Abu Dhabi, one of the major mosques in the UAE. 
Farmers developing newfound irragation systems for the date palm tree by implementing irrigation agriculture with the aim of providing (90%) of the date palm's water needs.
Yemen

Craftsmen develop their palm-related industries to meet contemporary requirements, where furniture is manufactured in a modern style, in addition to various products targeted at women.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 identification, documentation, research

 preservation, protection 

 promotion, enhancement

 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify any external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What past and current efforts has it made in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Based on the element's cultural, societal and economical significance to the submitting states, the government, agencies and authorities in these countries make sure to give special importance to safeguarding measures and to reduce the impact of potential domestic and foreign restrictions. For example, water shortages, pollination related difficulties, desertification, date palm diseases; the most serious of which being the 'palm red weevil' in addition to the difficulty associated towards marketing traditional handicrafts, especially the element's leaf based products. Thus, official authorities in these countries have decided to implement various initiatives and measures in the last couple of years, such as: 
Bahrain
The Janeen Fertility and Genetic center has been established in the Eastern Farm with the aim of providing quality offshoots for date palm farmers.

To revive the palm's symbolic value within Bahraini heritage, the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities has created the "Nukhool" character that is presented annually as part of the Bahrain Summer Festival. 

Egypt
Article No. 64/100 of the Egyptian law of 1966 concerning the incrimination of date palm offshoot exportation without proper government approval was enacted. 
Establishment of the Ministry of Agriculture and the palm development project, which is purported to have been able to increase palm tree cultivation and the expansion of DNA research in hopes of genetically engineering the element.
Encouraging date producers to register their products with the Commercial Relations Bureau of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry in order to protect their intellectual property. 

Supporting national societies that operate in the sphere of date palm based tradtional handicrafts and activities. 

Iraq
The "Date Palm Mothers" Project set up by the Ministry of Agriculture with the aim of rehabilitating date palm orchards that were damaged due to the Iraq's exceptional circumstantial difficulties. 

Several patents on date manufacturing, such as 'liquid sugar', a device used to inject date palm trees with insecticides and date based gelatin desserts. 

Providing support to farmers as well as owners of private projects and agencies operating in agriculture, especially in the field of date palm cultivation.

Eradication of agricultural pests and insects faced by date palm orchards across the governorates of Iraq, especially Baghdad, Basra, Dewaniya, Najaf, Karbalaa and Babel. 

Jordan
The Ministry of Agirculture has established the 'Portable Laboratory' with the aim of fighting date palm pests and reducing their infestation by transfering this experience to farmers across the state. 

Date Palm festivals have been held since 2011 in the Ma'an Governorate of the southern part of Jordan under the supervision of the Ministry of Tourism. 

Date palm related traditional crafts societies are motivated to continue manufacturing their products through local and international crafts festivals such as the Jerash Festival

Kuwait
Environmental laws have been promulgated in regards to date palm safeguarding, as enforced by the Environmental Police that is supervised by the Public Authority for Agriculture Affairs and Fish Resources.

The "one million date palm tree" initiative has been adopted under the state's ruler in order to preserve the date palm and promote its cultivation in public/residential areas and arable lands.
Mauritania
The Oases project has been built to implement development programs for the areas where such oases are available. 

The initiatives relating to investment in date palm sector, especially in manufactering and storage of this product are promoted. 

The Ministry of Traditional Culture and Industry strives to promote traditional innovations pertaining to the oases, including cooperative socities that are specialized in date palm leaves industry. 

Morocco
The South Oases Program, launched in 2010, is a government program in association with the UN Development Program to aid farmers across the oases of Morocco to develop their local products, including dates. 

The South Oases Rescue Program, launched in 2006, aims to reduce the effects of desertification that threaten a number of date palm oases. 

The National Agency has been established to develop oases and argan tree areas. Currently, it is responsible for increasing overall farming output and supporting farmers to improve the methods of utilizing the agricultural products, especially when it concerns the date palm.

The International Dates Festival is annually held in the city of "Arfood" amidst the date palm rich oases of Tafilalt. 

Oman
The Ministry of Agriculture and Fish strives to provide necessary support towards the state's date palm farmers.

The Public Authority for Craft Industries (PACI) sponsors training courses for craftsmen working in the date palm leaf field, whilst providing essential financial and moral support. 

Motivating markets to promote  traditional date palm products,on both regional and international levels. 

Palestine
Facilitating date palm cultivation through lab assisted pollination.

Enacting laws that protect the prodcut and its owners to provide agricultural insurance against enviornmental disasters.

Saudi Arabia 

A number of measures are issued to ensure that date palm related practices, skills and knowledge are properly protected against any transgressions, and that challenges and difficulties are overcome, such as the phenomenon of burning date palm trees, the red palm weevil disease, water shortages, pests, etc.

Faculties of Agriculture are established at Saudi unversities and research centers, concerned with date palm cultivation.

The establishment of the National Center for Palms & Dates (NCPD).

Sudan
Proposal to establish the date palm tree museum in the Marowe region.
The date palm tree museum's establishment in the Marowe area.

Scientifc research on date palm related heritage documentation is promoted.

Tunisia
Law No. (73) of 2008 on the conservation of date palm trees, penalizes anyone who damages the tree whether by cutting, uprooting or modifiying of its genetic origin, was enacted. 

Some oases were transformed into cultural spaces within the framework of model projects to introduce date palm culture. 

"Regime Ma'touq" Cooperative Society was established in the South of Tunisia with the aim of  reforming 2160 hectares of barren lands and distributing them to the date palm farmers as well as building green belt to resist desertification.

United Arab Emirates
Despite the state's vast desert area and a shortage of water resources, government agencies strived to double arable date palm areas between 1971-2004 more than (62) times by introducing modern irrigation technologies and land reform.

The UAE government supports date palm farmers through local, regional and international competitions, exhibitions and festivals; the major of which is the Liwa Date Festival. This festival, annually held since 2005, sponsors numerous competitions to support the date palm, including the 'elite date' competition. Other aspects include, but are not limited to, methods of agricultural innovation, poetry, developmental and production projects and the recognition of producers in the date and palm sector. Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation has been annually organizing international conferences since 2012.

Yemen
Field surveys on date varieties is conducted in key agricultural areas in Yemen, while research centers specialized in date palm are established. 

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 identification, documentation, research

 preservation, protection

 promotion, enhancement

 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help ensure that the viability of the element is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	In conjunction with the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003 and as a guarantee of the date palm's continuity, after its inscription in the Representative List, including element related skills, traditions and practices, the submitting states shall adopt the following measures and implement them with participation from the appropriate groups, communities and individuals:

A - Shared Measures: 

- Establishing and developing databases that include all the customs, traditions, knowledge, practices, artistic/performance compositions and date palm related handicrafts, serving as a source for researchers, innovators and all persons specialized in the element. 

- Incorporating date palm heritage in various levels of educational curricula and qualifying teachers and instructors to ensure that the educational materials are properly transmitted to students. 

- Encouraging the establishment of NGOs concerned with date palm heritage and strengthening their ability to safeguard the element and intangible cultural heritage as a whole. 

- Developing national, regional and international festivals and exhibitions as platforms for introducing the date palm, promoting its various products and supporting all concerned groups and communities.

- Establishing and promoting local and national museums in order to safeguard the date palm.

- Encouraging the youth to perform activities related to the palm, as it has been observed that there has been a rapid decline in this sector due to a modern shift in their lifestyles, as opposed to their traditional backgrounds, where families used to appoint a role to each child in regards to their local production.

- Developing agricultural majors that encompass the date palm, at colleges, institutes and academic centers.

- Exchanging expertise among submitting states as far as date palm related cultural aspects are concerned. 

- Striving to establish a date palm heritage encyclopedia, based on substantial field materials collected by the file’s submitting states.

In accordance with section (6) of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage’s executive instructions, in relation to sustainable development facilitated by this heritage, the submitting states shall abide by sustaining relevant resources hereby utilizing relevant traditions and practices. 

B - Measures taken by each state: 

In addition to the aforementioned measures proposed by each submitting state, additional specific measures are taken in the submitting states, including: 

Bahrain
- Stopping the desertification of date palm farms, rehabilitating agricultural lands and increasing date palm reproduction though tissue based methods.

- Increasing the area of palms planted through the national palm-growing campaign in each house

Egypt:
- The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has called upon manual date palm craftsmen to register their products with the Business Relations Bureau, in order to protect their intellectual property and make foreign markets accessible for exportation.

- Creating a network that connects all people concerned with date palm handicrafts from all local societies to exchange expertise on the products and their development.

Iraq
- Enacting national legislation to reduce the expansion of residential areas at the expense of date palm orchards.

Jordan
- Holding regular date palm related competitions.

- Supplying the ‘Portable Laboratory’ project with necessary equipment, engineers and professional technicians and distributing them accordingly across the Kingdom. 

Kuwait
- Enhancing society’s role in regards to date palm cultivation by implementing "the one million date palm tree" project. 

- Elaboration of a palm and date heritage database.

Mauritania
- Encouraging dissertations and theses and any relevant  date palm research at universities and institutes.

Morocco
- Providing assistance to women's associations who rely on relevant traditional industries, while encouraging their participation in local, regional and international festivals.

- Developing these relevant traditional industries and directing them towards tourists to enable higher levels of income for the women working in them.

Oman
- Continuing to provide financial and moral support to farmers, while instructing them on the latest of date palm related agricultural methods. 

- Providing high quality offshoots to farmers.

Palestine
- Facilitating the export of dates and enacting laws that allow date producers to increase their income and protect their intellectual property.
- Striving to combat water shortages and make this water available to date palm farms. 

Saudi Arabia
- Encouraging women to transfer their date palm related knowledge and skills to family members through productive family programs and forums.  

- Motivating architects, engineers, designers and craftsmen to utilize the date palm in modern architectural engineering projects.

Sudan
- Promoting the date palm’s heritage through radio and television programs. 

- Collecting and documenting the date palm’s heritage in the Northern State and Nile River with the participation of local communities. 

Tunisia
- Supporting ‘water societies’ to aid oases farmers and properly manage available water resources.

- Tightening the control of 'date palm offshoot' circulation and securing quality production.

United Arab Emirates
- Supporting innovations related to date manufacturing and increasing the number of date factories.

- Recycling date palm waste in order to protect the environment and benefiting from the same initiative with other products.

- Supporting productive families working in the field of date palm related handicraft

Yemen
- Organizing media campaigns directed at the youth to explain the importance of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, particularly when related to the date palm.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Numerous specialized entities in the submitting states will be entrusted to apply proposed safeguarding procedures as such: 

- The relevant agencies, departments, organizations and cultural ministries shall be responsible for safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage while also documenting and developing relevant databases.

- The aforementioned entities shall develop and organize, regional and international exhibitions and festivals to promote the date palm heritage along with its products by supporting groups, communities and individuals. 

- These entities shall also be responsible for establishing local and national museums to promote date palm heritage, in addition to the creation of a relevant encyclopedia.

- Concerned government agencies in each submitting state will support relevant national societies in order to safeguard and sustain it.

- The submitting states shall provide necessary financial, legal and instiutional frameworks to implement safeguarding measures proposed for each element as was mentioned in clause (3-bi). 

- National date palm societies and communities will provide the relevant heritage material to the media, academic and traditional institutions and fulfill the above-mentioned obligations. Below are some national measures to be taken by some states to ensure that the proposed measures are implemented:

Bahrain
- The Department of Agriculture projects such as “Horah Ali”, "Buhaira", and “Tobli” related to the expansion of date palm cultivation in addition to the agricultural land rehabilitation projects and training the date palm craft practitioners. 

Egypt
- The Ministries of Culture, Agriculture, Industry and Commerce, Social Security and Education and various concerned agencies and entities will support the intangible cultural heritage, date palm related activities and mechanisms to implement proposed safeguarding measures. 

Iraq:
- Through its entities, the government will set strategies aimed at promoting the agricultural sector and support craftsmen to ensure the element’s continuity and sustainability.

Jordan
-  Entities concerned with organizing date palm craft exhibitions continue to do so, regionally and internationally. 

Kuwait
- The government continues to cooperate with date palm societies such as the Palm Friends Society, the Kuwaiti Craft Heritage Team, the Environmental Voluntary Work Academy and the Kuwaiti Heritage Society.

Mauritania
- Through its entities, Mauritania strives to support relevant safeguarding measures by establishing the oases project. This project was assigned to develop and implement the programs that are aimed at developing areas. It is also concerned with cultural aspects pertaining to oasis culture, in which the element is considered a vital component.

- Encouraging  private initiatives, traders and date professionals to invest in the date palm sector, especially in the areas of manufacturing and storage.

- Encouraging researchers and professionals as well as the students of the Mauritania Institute for Agriculture to conduct scientific studies on the element by providing all means of support. 

- Ministry of Traditional Culture and Industry shall encourage traditional industry owners and take initiatives, especially when concerned with the oases. The Ministry has contributed to supporting cooperative societies that are specialized in date palm leaf based crafts, where they show their skills of converting date palm leaves and fronds into various utensils, handbags, and mats that are used to decorate houses, in addition to the daily life of the oasis community. These products are marketed to tourists, who use them as souvenirs and/or house decorations, reflecting the culture of the oasis community.

Morocco
- The government of Morocco has set a long-term strategy called the “Green Plan”, implemented by the Ministry of Cultivation and Village Development, Water and Forests. This plan includes minor programs on the oases enviornment and development of the entire date palm components.

- The Ministry of Traditional Industry and Social Economy aims to support innovations relevant to the field of oases as this ministry contributes to supporting date palm related cooperative societies.

Oman
The implementation of programs related to the expansion of date palm cultivation and associated traditional industries.

Palestine
- Through its entities represented by the Ministry of Agriculture, the State of Palestine strives to implement relevant safeguarding measures to maintain cultural, agricultural and enviornmental components found in Al-Aghwar and Gaza Strip. 

Saudi Arabia

- The appropriate agencies will be responsible for safeguarding the element by developing plans and programs to overcome relevant dilemmas, including urban expansion at the expense of arable lands, protecting the date palm against potential diseases, providing incentives to date palm care takers and developing irrigation methods to prevent the over-consumption of water.

Sudan
A project is currently underway to support the groups, communities and individuals concerned with the element as a safeguarding measure.

Tunisia
The National Bureau of Traditional Industries shall be responsible for implementing proposed measures through its continued communication with craftsmen and relevant exhibitions and competitions.

United Arab Emirates:  

- The appropriate entities at the Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development, Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Economy as well as other departments support the innovations in the field of the date palm industries as part of the food security sphere. 

- The Department of Culture and Tourism-Abu Dhabi shall enforce heritage law No. 4 of 2015, concerned with safeguarding relevant intangible cultural heritage, which includes the element.

Yemen
The Heritage and Cultural Fund supports communities that seek to safeguard their heritage and traditional crafts.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Based on the 2003 Convention that requires relevant groups, communities and individuals to propose safeguarding measures while respecting national legislation, the submitting states aimed to meet these requirements as such: 

Firstly, setting safeguarding measures: 

The file has been prepared in all submitting states through inventory field works, meetings, workshops, forums and an overall consensus of the element. Therefore, this matter has given relevant communities, groups and individuals a pivotal role to play in providing relevant field information and materials, actual participation and setting safeguarding plans. This was implemented through the measures below:

- Holding preliminary meetings with element practitioners, including farmers, craftsmen, oases' residents and traders for the purpose of offering the date palm inscription project the appropriate knowledge, skills, groups, communities and individuals within framework of the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

- Organizing workshops in conjunction with concerned groups, communities and individuals to identify the reality of the element, the difficulties and dangers facing it and responibilities of concerned practitioners and experts in addition to all concerned departments. Accordingly, the concerned groups, communities and individuals have provided a number of plans and measures deemed appropriate to safeguard and sustain the element. These proposed measure have been adopted and classified in this file. 

- Several submitting states made sure to invest in the annual dates festivals and date palm handicrats and promote the product by discussing the necessary procedures to prepare the date palm nomination file. That is because such festivals along with the activities could attract anyone who has a relationship with the element, including farmers, NGOs representatives, craftsmen, professionals, factories and government departments representatives of both genders and all ages. 

Some of these major festivals include the Liwa Dates Festival, Traditional Crafts and Industries Festival (UAE), International Dates Festival (Morocco), Tajkaja Festival (Mauritania), Qareen Festival (Kuwait), Dates Festival in Al-Qassim, the largest date market in the world (Saudi Arabia) and Siwa Festival (Egypt).

Secondly, implementing the proposed safeguarding measures:

Through the aforementiond activities, occasions and meetings, the groups, communities and individuals concerned in each submitting state have expressed their willingness to implement the proposed safeguarding measures. To this effect, various women have shown full care to develop their skills and knowledge whether aiding the date palm’s development or crafting relevant products.  

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies) and, if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Bahrain
Name of the body:

Bahrain Authority for Culture & Antiquities
Name and title of the contact person:

N/A
Address:

P.O. Box: 2199
Email address:

heritage@culture.gov.bh
Egypt
Name of the body:
Ministry of Culture

Name and title of the contact person:

Dr. Nahla Emam
Address:

Desert Alexandria Cairo Road, City View, Building 30
Telephone:
00201001022765
Email address:

nahla.emam@gmail.com
Iraq

Name of the body:
Cultural Relations Directorate- Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities
Name and title of the contact person:

Falah Hassan Shaker- General Director 
Address:

Republic of Iraq- Baghdad- Al mansour- Al Eskan St.
Telephone:
T:009647710555559
Email address:

falah_shaker@mocul.gov.iq / dg@crd.gov.iq

Other relevant information:
Eman Abdul Wahab Alogili
009647811755412,009647706922442 ; Imanalogili@gmail.com 

Jordan

Name of the body:
Jordan Palm Association
Name and title of the contact person:
Zahi Ahmad Abu Koush
Address:
South Shouna - Al Karama - Jordan Valley
Telephone:
962777379309
Email address:
jordan.palm@hotmail.com
Kuwait

Name of the body:
National Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters, Department of Antiquities and Museums
Name and title of the contact person:
Ms. Farah Al-Sabah 
Address:
Kuwait National Museum, P.O. BOX 23996. SAFAT. 13100. State of Kuwait
Telephone:
+965 99859999
Email address:
farahalsabah@nccl.gov.kw
Mauritania

Name of the body:
National Preservation of Heritage and Culture
Name and title of the contact person:
Nami Mohammed Kaber Salihi
Address:
Ministry of Culture and Traditional Industry, National Preservation of Heritage and Culture
Telephone:
+22236302677
Email address:
namisalihy@gmail.com
Morocco

Name of the body:
Oases and Argan Tree Areas Development Agency
Name and title of the contact person:
Ali Barhour
Address:
Al-Rashidiya
Telephone:
+212535571375
Email address:
alibourhou@gmail.com [www.andzoa.ma/]
Oman

Name of the body:
Ministry Heritage and Culture
Name and title of the contact person:
Ibraheem bin Saif bin Salem, Head of Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding Section
Address:
Sultanate of Oman, P.O. Box: 668, Zip code: 113
Telephone:
+96824116644/+96899203029
Email address:
baniarab8@gmail.com
Palestine

Name of the body:
Palestinian Ministry of Culture
Name and title of the contact person:
Amani Al Junaidi, Director of the National Heritage Register
Address:
Ramallah/Ministry of Culture
Telephone:
0568886174/0597886174
Email address:
amanijunidi@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia

Name of the body:
The National Center for Date Palm and Dates
Name and title of the contact person:
Dr. Mohammed Al Nuweran
Address:
Riyadh
Telephone:
+966541025777
Email address:
Twitter-@alnuwairan 
Sudan

Name of the body:
Ministry of Culture
Name and title of the contact person:
Mr. Karam Allah Hamed Khalaf Allah, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Culture
Telephone:
+249123017795
Tunisia

Name of the body:
Barren Areas Institute
Name and title of the contact person:
Nizar Shaera/Asst. Professor
Address:
Barren Areas Institute, Jarba Road, Madnin 4119, Republic of Tunisia 
Telephone:
+216 55 487 328
Email address:
nizar.chaira@ira.grinet.tn
United Arab Emirates

Name of the body:
Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development
Address:
P.O. Box: 17, UAE
Telephone:
+9712 5745544 (Fax : +9712 4052544)
Email address:
info@mcycd.gov.ae
Name of the body:
Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi

Address:

P.O. Box: 94000, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Telephone:
+971 25995968, +97125995677 (Fax : +971 2 4440400)
Email address:

ich@dctabudhabi.ae
Yemen

Name of the body:
General Department Agency for Rural Women Development

Name and title of the contact person:
Nadia Humaid Sultan

Address:

Aden

Telephone:
00967771001927

Email address:
nadia.hameed@gmail.com


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have actively participated in all stages of the preparation of the nomination, including in terms of the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of other parties concerned, including, where appropriate, local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and preparation of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Despite contextual differences and the range of methods used by each state to be included in the representative list as a shared file, the collaboration between communities, groups and individuals was effective during the file’s preparation stages, while ensuring an efficient appointment of relevant roles and responsibilities, and emphasizing women’s role as a major contributor to crafts. These shared efforts are represented as such:

1 - Inventory taking and field gathering:

In accordance with the requirements of article (11) of 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, the submitting states have instructed element bearers, including craftsmen, farmers, producers and practitioners, to take inventory and document relevant knowledge, traditions, skills and practices. For this purpose, the submitting states have been keen to form teams comprising of experts, professionals, researchers and technicians in conjunction with all concerned national NGOs. Depending on the state’s curricula, equipment and resources,  the state’s farmers, practitioners and craftsmen have been tasked in providing information about the element’s components in terms of traditional  date palm nuturing methods, manual skills associated with date palm leaves, its symbolic and cultural implications, along with its  various products. The substantial material gathered from the fields of each state formed has served as a main reference point in the nomination’s preparation. These procedures were undertaken through personal and direct interviews and meetings with element practitioners in farms, fields, workshops, factories, markets, festivals, exhibitions and productive families. In addition these activities served as an occasion to talk about the methods followed in presenting the nomination files to UNESCO and reflected the registration of the intangible cultural heritage elements as part of UNESCO lists. This has also served as an occasion to present the threats and risks facing the element and its various components.

2 - Workshops and Meetings:

The submitting states held meetings with element bearers in addition to many workshops to complete information gathering about the cultural, social and developmental aspects of the date palm. This also involved the discussion of the element’s status in each state, the challenges facing it and the significance of its inscription as intangible cultural heritage in UNESCO, by safeguarding the heritage, sustaining its practice and integrating relevant development plans.

There was a substantial demand for these workshops on the part of  interested groups, communities and individuals concerned with the element. Therefore, women participated in discussions by presenting their element related skills and knowledge and offering solutions to obstacles they face, marketing and financial aspects in particular. Moreover, the works they perform in regards to the date palm are time consuming, require effort and accurate completion. In addition, the youth presented their roles and relevant safeguarding techniques.

3 - Developing safeguarding measures:

With reference to the aforementioned explanation concerning safeguarding measures proposed in b-3, it has been shown that they were implemented in conjunction with various groups, communities and individuals in each submitting state, where their applicability and ability as well as their role in reducing risks and challenges facing the element were observed. These states presented in their own files many proposed safeguarding measures that were merged in the framework of such shared file.

4 - Preparation of the film and pictures:

Visual multimedia, including the films and pictures attached to the file, is key to proving the efforts made by the groups, communities and individuals of each state, where their respective situations are thoroughly explained. This was observed in pictures taken with their consent, reflecting the totality of the element’s components and the societal role it encapsulates. Moreover, it was also observed when preparing the film that the element was practiced within its natural field and that it should simulate the actual practice on the part of such groups, communities and individuals in regards to the element:

5 - Review of files and consents:

The file in its final form has been completed by seeking the opinion of the groups and communities in all submitting states. In fact, they confirmed their consent, truly expressing their desire to inscribe the element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This desire was shown in the letters of support that represented the various communities concerned with the date palm’s heritage.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The submitting states made sure to obtain the support of concerned local communities in the form of signed letters. All consent was obtained through various mechanisms employed by each submitting state such as field visits, workshops, meetings, festivals and exhibitions. In fact, they all recognized the element’s inscription as a vital step towards its safeguarding. This has led to their willingness in regards to the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures. Listed below are examples of this consent:

Bahrain 

The team that submitted the element’s nomination under the supervision of the Authority for Culture and Antiquities and with the assistance of Agricultural Affairs of the Ministry of Works and Municipalities in regards to the consultation of a number of local farmers and craftsmen.

Egypt

Written consents from a number of entities, including the following, were attached:

1 - Egyptian Society For Folk Traditions
2 - "Susal Dhafira" Center for the design and marketing of handicrafts
3 - Al Mani for Agricultural Development

4 - Al Jawhara Dates Packaging
5 - Farmers from Siwa Oasis (4  letters of consent)
Free, prior & informed consent show that these societies and entities are aware of their intangible heritage, and they appreciate the element’s historical value spanning thousands of years while also understanding the cultural role it plays in their communities. Therefore, many of those concerned with heritage, including people of all ages and both sexes welcomed their consent to inscribe the element on the Representative List. 

Iraq

The team specialized in the element’s nomination process, under the supervision of the General Cultural Relations Department/Ministry of Culture, the Tourism and Antiquties of Iraq,  organized numerous field tours in all governorates, villages and countrysides of Iraq. In addition, team members held meetings with the concerned representatives of the groups, element bearers, agricultural experts, civil society organizations, research centers, cooperative societies and local governments to assure their participation through the file’s initial stages. This also included their prior, free and informed consents to inscribe the element in the Representative List as a shared Arab file under the supervision and auspices of the the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO). 
Acknowledgements of the palm tree heritage concerned entities are as follows:

1. Ministry of Culture – Cultural Relations Directorate
2. Karbala Center for Studies and Research
3. Mesopotamia Foundation for Cultural Development
4. The teaching personnel of the Institute of Crafts and Folk Arts – Baghdad (10 Signatures)

5. Students of the Institute of Crafts and Folk Arts (30 Signatures)

6. Nature Iraq Organization in Gabayesh district (13 Signatures)

7. Palm tree heritage practitioners (30 Sigantures)

8. Farmers (41 Signatures
Jordan

Many of the concerned groups, communities and individuals in Jordan provided informed, free and prior consent in regards to the element’s nomination. These documents were attached to the nomination file, where the Ministry of Culture, represented by the Directorate of Heritage obtained this consent directly after visiting date palm farms across the state, coordinating meetings with their farmers. These meeting were held in coordination with the directorates of culture in each governorate and date palm related societies. The representation varied, some of the consent was given by the societies’ presidents, while other groups were represented by an employee. This also took place at the date palm festival held in the city of Ma'an located in Southern Jordan, where perennial date palms are found across city borders. The meetings' participants discussed the element’s significance while the Ministry of Culture touched upon its inclusion in the Representative List and asked for the particpants’ consent. the written consents are as follows:

1. Heba Atta Al Balawneh: Agricultural Engineer and a Jordanian Society dates member

2. Youssef Al Refaie: Head of the Plant wealth Division in Azraq agriculture directorate.

3. Zahi Koush: Chairman of Jordan Palm Association

4. Islam Dogan: A supporter of Date palm heritage.

5. Mohamed Al Salamat: Practitioner of the date palm heritage

6. Hussien Khalaf Al nawasra: Practitioner of the date palm heritage
Kuwait

- 6 letters of consent from regional economic entities.

- The attached video contains consent given by a farmer and date vendor.

Mauritania

The relevant groups, communities and individuals associated with the element inhabit the oases of Mauritania across the regions of Adrar, Assaba and Tagant. The file’s preparation relied on  representatives of these groups and communities that involve a number of agricultural cooperative societies and civil society organizations. Proper communication and coordination was maintained to obtain the informed, free and prior consent from all those concerned. Consent was also sought in regards to submitting a shared file by the Arab states under the umbrella of the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO). The representatives of these communities provided their consent for this collaborative inscription and lauded the step through which the shared date palm file can be presented due to the element’s symbolic value in the Arab World. 

Morocco
- Government agencies (1)

- Profit organizations (3)

- Craft Cooperative Societies (2) 

The concerned groups, communities and individuals are typically found within the oases of Morocco across the South Grand Atlantic Mountain Range. Organizational frameworks were helpful in obtaining their free and informed consent, due to their distribution. There are two main organizational frameworks that are comprised of cooperative societies and profit organizations. As for the cooperative societies, they include members from various societies, and can range up to 50 members. As for profit organizations, they comprise a certain number of cooperative  societies. Each organization consists of over (20) societies; therefore, each organization includes over (1000) farmers. Accordingly, consent was obtained from their relevant presidents and deputies.

The International Dates Festival held in October of 2017 served as an opportunity to hold a meeting with all concerned representatives. In addition to the fact that everyone was engaged in the date palm’s inscription on the UNESCO Representative List, they have also provided their consent in the form of signed letters of support as attached to this file.

Oman 

Communities represented by farmers, craftsmen and individuals associated with the Palm supported the element’s inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage through a number of signed letters offering consent.

Palestine

The relevant groups, communities and individuals, and their associated practices, skills and traditions are found across Palestine, especially the Al-Aghwar area and Dir Balah in Gaza Strip. The file’s preparation depended on the representatives of these communities, formed in an organizational framework that could facilitate the process of obtaining free, prior and informed consent from all those concerned. 
Government entities have visited these groups at their locations to prepare the file, in addition to discussing the element’s inscription on the UNESCO Representative List. They have offered their consent in the form of written letters of support to be attached with this form. 
Palm Tree Farmers Cooperative Society in Aghwar (1 Signature)

1. The National Council for Development (1 Signature)
2. Nawa Association for Culture and Art (1 Signature)
3. The Arab Educational Forum (1 Signature)
4. Agricultural Engineers, Managers and Supervisors in the field of Agriculture (9 Signatures)
5. Farmer (1 Signature)
6. Storyteller (1 Signature)
Saudi Arabia

Through inventory updating and workshops, community members and representatives of government and non-governmental organizations have pointed out that each step taken in heritage protection should respect the opinion of the local communities. Moreover, obtaining their prior consent of their free will is crucial throughout the nomination process. Furthermore, the media published the initiative concerning the nomination to enable all residents to have access to the entire process and adopt different approaches. The attached consent forms represent the society’s diversity, thereby proving their prior knowledge and participation in the process, noting that this consent was given at workshops while other forms of consent were personally granted to the National Center for Palm and Dates (NCPD) after local community visits. The evidence for the full awareness of the concerned groups, communities and individuals and their prior consent to inscribe the element in the Representative List can be found in letters of consent, pictures and a film attached to the file.

Sudan 

Six letters of support by government institutions have been attached to the nomination file:
1. The Legislative Council – Northern State

2. Directorate of Culture and Media – Halfa locality

3. Ministry of Culture and Media – Merowe locality

4. General Directorate for Culture and Media – Dongola locality

5. Department of Culture - Al Dabbah locality

6. Ministry of Culture and Media – Northern State
Three letters of Support signed by Northern State districts have been attached.

1. Delgo locality – Executive Director

2. Al Goled locality– Executive Director

3. Al Borgag locality – Executive Director
Tunisia:
The element has been identified in Southern Tunisia due to its commonality in the region where there are three kinds of oases, the coastal, desert and mountainous ones. Moreover, this was helped by the merger of the Jarba and Karkana islands , famous for their date palm reserves. With that said, 6 government agencies are related, including Tozeur, Kebili, Gafsa, Medenine, Sfax and Gabès along with all concerned groups and communities. Therefore, the element’s geographical expansion was observed by obtaining the consent of local societies available in such areas in line with their representative civil agencies and societies. In addition, the element’s composition was also observed as it involves many aspects; therefore, it is not solely limited to date palm farmers, but also includes other relevant groups of male and female craft professionals and the relevant environmental activists. This has also prompted those in charge to get the consent of local societies that were not relcutant to express their support to the inscription file, where it was possible to obtain free and informed consent as per proper geographical distribution.

Thus, consents was provided through geographical and sectoral representation of the concerned groups and communities. This consent was received in the form of permits and written letters signed in Arabic and French. The consent forms were distributed to two entities, the first of which included  farmers unions across six concerned governorates. On the other hand, the second one is related to the relevant cultural societies. This has allowed to achieve a reasonable limit of local community representation through consent given by various civil societies and organizations as follows:

1. Tunisian Union of Agriculture and Fishing in Sfax (2 Letters of Support).

2. Al Nakheel Association for Kerkennian Heritage in Kerkennah (1 Letter of Support)

3. Nakhla Association in Douza (1 Letter of Support)

4. Conservation of the Ancient City of Kebili Association (1 Letter of Support)

5. Conservation of Gafsa City Association (1 Letter of Support)

6. Conservation of Tozeur City Association (1 Letter of Support)

7. Tunisian Union of Agriculture and Fishing – The Regional Union of Industry, Commerce and Handicrafts in Medenine Governorate (1 Letter of Support)

8. Farming System Development Society “Khairat” in Zaghaya “1 Letter of Support”

9. The Pen League in Medenine Governorate (1 Letter of Support)

10. Tunisian Union of Agriculture and Fishing – The Regional Union of Industry, Commerce and Handicrafts in Kebili (1 Letter of Support)

11. Conservation of Gafsa Island Association (1 Letter of Support)
United Arab Emirates
Date palm heritage practitioners have shown keen enthusiasm about the element’s inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This was demonstrated through their letters of support and prior consent of their own free will that was based on the inclusion of relevant knowledge, skills, traditions and practices to a shared file that is nominated to UNESCO. This includes the following:

a-Government agencies (5)

b-Farmers (15)

c-Non-government agencies (3)

d-Individuals (60)

Yemen
In accordance with the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage that emphasizes free, prior and informed consent for nominations on the part of concerned groups, communities and individuals, their attention was unparalleled. Hence, communication was established through several cooperative societies, associations and their presidents, farmers and date palm craft factory owners that were briefed on the nomination file.
Moreover, their free consent, blessing and support to this nomination was received, where it was considered substantial to international organizations such as UNESCO with this key element affecting their life from an economic, folkloric and artistic standpoint. In addition, consent was also obtained from concerned farmers, researchers, professionals and the presidents of several agricultural societies and civil society organizations.  

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of specific knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that the inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words. 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	The skills, knowledge, traditions and practices associated with the date palm are considered to be a property of the societies, shared by various groups, communities and individuals of all ages and both sexes. The customary practices in all submitting states do not impose any restrictions in regards to the element’s information; concerned local community members are actually striving to proliferate the expansion of the element’s components.

Accordingly, there are no confidential aspects in any submitting state or the existence of customary, social or cultural obstacles/restrictions that could prevent from practicing it or ban access to relevant information and facts as identified and presented shown in this file. 

To confirm this sentiment, several submitting states have placed the facts of the element in terms of its heritage, cultural and innovative aspects as part their public websites to assure transparency. Moreover, concerned national societies and its heritage promote these facts and information through various activities and festivals. 


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity;

b. 
Name and title of the contact person;

c. 
Address;

d. 
Telephone number;

e. 
Email address;

f. 
Other relevant information.

	Bahrain

The farmers working in the field of date palm, owners of dates stores, water pollination factories and craftsmen who benefit economically from the lisitng of this element.

a.  Bahrain Society of Agricultural Engineers

b. Mohammed Al Sheikh, Chairman

c. 30318, Manama - Bahrain

d. +97339809765

e. bhagrisoc@gmail.com

Egypt

a.  Higher Institute Of the Folklore

b.  Dr. Nahla Emam

c. Alexandria Cairo Road, City View Complex, Building 3

d. +201001022765

e. nahla.emam@gmail.com
Iraq

a. Nature Iraq

b. Jassim Alasadi

c. Dhi Qar Governorate/AlJababish District

d. +9647723909697

e. jassim.alasadi@natureiraq.com

a. Karbala Center for Studies and Research

b. Abdelamir Aziz Al Qrashy

c. Karbala Governorate 56001, Iraq

d. +9647700478587

e. qrashy2009@yahoo.com

a. Mesopotamia Foundation for Cultural Development

b. Mohammed Mahdoul Al

c. Baghdad Governorate, Iraq

d. +9647707106275

e. drmaltae@yahoo.com

a. Zidni Ilman for Developing Abililties and Training

b. Alaa Hashem Al Badran

c. Dhi Qar Governorate, Iraq

d. +9647801015002

e. alaalbadran@yahoo.com

a. AlFaiha Development Society

b. Jawad Kazim Al Qatrany

c. Al Basra Governorate, Iraq

d. +9647702760710

e. jalqatrany@gmail.com
Jordan  

a. Jordan Palm Association

b. Zahi Ahmad Abu Koush

c. South Shouna - Al Karama - Jordan Valley

d. +962 777379309

e. jordan.palm@hotmail.com, Jordanpalm.com

a. Al - Mazraa Cultural Forum

b.  Dr. Awad Nwasra

c.  Alhadetha Valley - Alkarak - Jordan Valley

d.  +962 795295143

Kuwait
a. Date Palm Friends Society of Kuwait

b. Mr. Barak Al Handal - Secretary of the Date Palm Friends Society of Kuwait (www.dpfsq8.com)
d. +965 66670480

e. date.palm.q8@gmail.com
Mauritania
The major cooperative societies and associations that are concerned with the date palm are as follows:

a. AlTayseer  Participatory Cooperative Societies Union for Takanett Oases, AlTayseer Participatory Cooperative Societies Union for Adrar Oases and Al Waha Sustainable Organization 

b.  N/A

Morocco
a. Cooperative Agricole AlMassira

b. Mr. Hamid Al Jabiri, President

c. Avenue Abderrahim Bouabid, Citi Boyhad - Figuig

d. +212 628486772

a. Cooperative Agricole Alwaha

b. Ms. Fatima Lakrati

c. Cooperative Al Waha Aoufous - Errefidia

d. +212 658204893
Oman

a. Ministry of Heritage and Culture

b.  Ibrahim bin Saif bin Salem, Head of Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding, Ministry of Heritage and Culture

c. Sultanate of Oman, P.O. Box: 668, Zip Code: 113

d. +96824116644, +96899203029

e. baniarab8@gmail.com
Palestine

a. Palm Farmers Cooperative Association (PFCA)

b. Mamoon Jamil Jaser, Head of Administration

c. Jericho/Hejla and Alzoor

d. +599257744

e. mamoonjaser@yahoo.com
Saudi Arabia
a. National Center for Palms & Dates (NCPD)

b. Dr. Mohammed Al Nuwairan

c. King Abdullah, Riyadh 12711, Saudi Arabia

d. T: +966541025777

e. twitter@alnuwaira
Sudan
a. Sudanese Date Palm Society

b. Emad Edris Fadhl almawla Yousef 

e. T: +249123863485

f. Sudanese.datepalm.society@gmail.com
Tunisia
a. Tunisian Union Of Agriculture And Fishing

b. Khayrieddin Layteem 

c. Hadi Sadi Street 9, Wazref Gabès 6052

d. +216 26 548 450

e. messi_khayri@gmail.com

a. Tunisian Union Of Agriculture And Fishing

b. Abdelrazzaq Qraishan 

c. Hassan Balaj Street, Sfax 3001 

d. +216 74 22 1581

a. Old Kebili City Safeguarding Association/Qays Yacoub

b. N/A

c. Nahj Al Marsa, Yacoub Sons Square, Kebili 4200

d. T: +216 98 950 676

e. association.sauvegarde.kebili@gmail.com
United Arab Emirates
a. Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation 

b. Abdelwahhab Zayed, Secretary General

c. P.O. Box: 82872, Al Ain-UAE

d. +971 3387832434, Fax Number: +97137832550

e. helal.alkaabi@yahoo.com, servicedesk@uaeu.ac.ae 

a. Farmer Services Center

b.  N/A

c. P.O. Box: 62532, Abu Dhabi-UAE

d. +971 2-813-8888, Fax Number: +9712 813-9999

e. info@adfsc.ae [Website: www.adfsc.ae]
a.  Tadweer (The Center of Waste Management - Abu Dhabi)

b.  N/A

c.  P.O. Box: 48448, Dalma Street, Abu Dhabi-UAE

d. +971 2 8185555

e. www.tadweer.ae

a. Date Palm Friends Society

b. N/A

c. P.O. Box: 81908, Al Ain-UAE

d. +971 37134433

Website: www.dpfs.ae

Yemen

a. Fayedh Elaj Agricultural Society

b. Abed Mohammed, Engineer

c. Lahj, Republic of Yemen

d. +967775142634

e. 770093165@gmail.com

a. Palm and Dates Production Society

b. Dr. Saleh AlBaity

c. Seon, Hadhramaut , Republic of Yemen

d. +967777208670

e. albaity1963@yahoo.com
a. Yadan bi Yad Foundation

b. Nagla Sa'ad Ali

c. Sawan, Sanaa, Republic of Yemen

d. +967775410693

e. naglaakw@gmail.com

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The inclusion of the nominated element in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to the nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element in an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
Bahrain
Intangible Cultural Heritage List 

Egypt
The Egyptian Society for Folk Traditions (ESFT) has updated the intangible cultural heritage, as per the element’s inclusion through two projects. The first was established by the UNESCO National Commission while the second was set up by non-governmental organizations, namely The National Folklore Archive and the aforementioned ESFT. These knowledge projects are open to the public in the Arabic and English languages and can be accessed via the websites below: 

N : http://nfa-eg.org/En/Inventory_Details.aspx?ID=278 

AR : http://nfa-eg.org/Inventory_Details.aspx?ID=278

Iraq
National Inventory List of Intangible Cultural Heritage - 2014 , updated in 2017.

Jordan
The heritage project’s inventory based on the local communities found in the governorates of Karak, Salt and Zarqaa as per the form.

The approved Jordanian National Inventory Lists for the Midlahar Agriculture Project in 2012 in the governorate of Madaba.

Kuwait 

National Inventory List of Intagible Cultural Heritage of Kuwait- 16 Date Palm 2017, 17 Dates Seller 2017.

Mauritania
Inventory and documentation of the cultural heritage of Mauritania

Morocco 

Inventory and documentation of the cultural heritage of Morocco

http://www.idpc.ma/view/pc_immateriel/idpcm:AB92?sort=title&titleinitial=p&page
Oman
National Inventory List - Traditions and Customs Section 

Palestine
National Inventory List of the Palestinian Intangible Cultural Heritage Elements - Ministry of Culture 

Traditional Knowledge and Beliefs Branch No.2 - Plants No. 13, Trees No.33 and Holy Plants No. 9

Saudi Arabia
List of Inventory and Documentation of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Tunisia
National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage

Sudan
The date palm and traditional date palm handicrafts in the Merowe Region and their role in social and economic development.

United Arab Emirates
Heritage Register

National Inventory List

The element was inscribed on the list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the UAE in 2007 as an element of traditional handicrafts and was updated in 2012. Moreover, this element was also inscribed on the heritage register as part of traditional handicrafts in 2015 under the headings (a): Date palm-related crafts (b): Traditional products of the date palm tree. This register is regularly updated according to both practical and safeguarding developments by concerned groups, communities and individuals. 

A Committee comprised of (24) persons is responsible for preparing a national inventory list, including the element at the Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development. The local communities typically participate in these preparations. The Department of Culture and Tourism Abu Dhabi is currently working on publishing inscription lists online. In addition, a permanent committee also updates these lists every five years.

Yemen 

Date Palm leaves
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

Bahrain : The Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities (BACA)

Egypt: The Egyptian Archive of Life and Folklore Traditions; The Egyptain Society of Folkloric Traditions 

Iraq: Department of Cultural Relations - Ministry of Culture

Jordan: Ministry of Culture - Intangible Cultural Heritage Department 

Kuwait: National Council for Culture, Arts and Literature; Department of Antiquities and Museums; Kuwait National Museum

Mauritania: National Conservation of Heritage and Culture

Morocco: Cultural Heritage Directorate - Ministry of Culture and Communications, Culture Sector 

Oman: Intangible Cultural Heritage Department - Ministry of Heritage and Culture 

Palestine: Intangible Cultural Heritage Department - Ministry of Culture (Palestine).

Saudi Arabia: Intangible Cultural Heritage Department, Cultural Affairs Agency - Ministry of Culture and Information

Sudan: Ministry of Culture, The Sudanese Life Documentation Center

Tunisia: National Institute for Heritage - Ethnographic Properties & Contemporary Arts Study and Survey Section

United Arab Emirates:
Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development, National Inventory List Project 

Department of Culture and Tourism (Heritage Register), Abu Dhabi

Yemen: General Authority for Antiquities and Museums
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating process is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

Bahrain

In accordance with clause No. 3 of the BCHR’s President’s decision concerning the the 2003 UNESCO Convention’s implementation, any changes made to the inventory list shall be approved by the Commission’s Chairman. The elements are evaluated by the National Heritage Department, with the help of experts in the field of heritage. The community and NGOs must submit proposals for any additions to the national inventory list by addressing the Chairman of the Commission.

Egypt
The inventory lists are updated by the Egyptian Society For Folk Traditions (ESFT) based on the element’s inscription, which can be accessed via the link below: 

N : http://nfa-eg.org/En/Inventory_Details.aspx?ID=278 

AR : http://nfa-eg.org/Inventory_Details.aspx?ID=278

Iraq
To ensure that the intangible cultural heritage of Iraq is defined and safeguarded, especially after joining the 2003 Convention in 2010, the General Department of Cultural Relations is the entity authorized by the Iraqi government to prepare the first National Inventory List in 2014. This list included elements of intangible cultural heritage, and the aforementioned list was updated in 2017 per the wishes of the concerned communities, entities and individuals, in accordance with article (12.1) of 2003 Convention. The General Department of Cultural Relations updates national lists every 1-2 years in coordination and participation with all concerned groups, communities and individuals.

Jordan
After the inventory process is completed, the information is reviewed by experts representing rural, urban and nomadic societal segments. Afterwards, any change that occurs to the elements is observed and any problems that could threaten them can be identified and discussed with such experts to come up with the appropriate recommendations on proposing safeguarding measures if possible. This takes place every three years as per a plan  devised by the Intangible Heritage Directorate - Ministry of Culture.

Kuwait 

The National Inventory List was created in 2017 after lists from various departments and entities were collected. 

Mauritania
The National Conservation of Culture and Heritage seeks to take inventory and document intangible cultural heritage elements across the land with the participation of any concerned groups, communities and individuals. This documentation is held in a specialized database that updates relevant information within intangible cultural inventory framework. For example, if it is related to relevant activities such as festivals, the update is pursued by engaging any concerned communities, groups or individuals. In addition, several relevant organizations strive to provide the National Conservation of Culture and Heritage with newfound information concerning the element that needs to be inventoried whether on the national list or the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Morocco
Through the Heritage Inventory and Documentation Section that encompasses intangible cultural heritage, the Cultural Heritage Directorate is responsible for field activities concerned with any relevant inventory taking and documentation. This is done through the co-ordination of concerned communities, groups, and individuals . The inventory and documentation information is managed by a specialized database that is regularly updated (www.idpc.ma). The updating process is carried out through two integrated methods. The first method is to add relevant information and the second is to edit information within a contextual framework. When it comes to the element relating to annual activities such as festivals and events, the update is made through by engaging any concerned groups, communities and individuals. In addition, concerned domestic organizations and societies strive to provide the Directorate of Cultural Heritage with all new sources of relevant information. 

Oman
The Inventory and Documentation Department updates the elements included on the National Inventory List on a regular basis, in coordindation with relevant practitioners, academics and all those concerned with the element. 

Palestine
Through the National Register of Heritage, the Heritage Department is concerned with collecting, inventorying and documenting Palestine’s intangible cultural heritage. This is done with the participation of groups and communities supervized by intangible heritage experts. 

Saudi Arabia
As soon as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) signed the 2003 Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention, a department concerned with inventorying and documenting intangible cultural heritage was set up. It also created a website to inscribe and document heritage elements in  collaboration with civil societies totaling over (13) branches of the  Saudi Arabian Society for Culture and Arts (SASCA) across the KSA. Moreover, there are societies and centers concerned with the date palm in addition to the National Center for Palm & Dates, Palm Center in Al-Ahsa, Al-Qassim and Medina. Communication takes place through seminars and festivals, where the largest dates festival in the world is annually held in the Al-Qassim Region on one of the richest date palm agricultural areas.

Sudan:

A comprehensive inventory of the Palm and its associated traditional crafts has been prepared in the Merowe region and is periodically updated.

Tunisia 

Survey and Study of Contemporary Arts Section is responsible for carrying out the National Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory Project in cooperation with a civil society that update the inventory. Professional researchers also update regularly the inventory based on knowledge acquired from heritage experts. Besides, there are contributions made by local groups and communities that organize some activities and events relating to the element. They come up with an advanced inventory that takes into consideration the dynamic nature of the element within the local contexts where they are practiced.

United Arab Emirates
The Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development is responsible for the inscription and inventory process of the intangible cultural heritage, including the element of date palm. Furthermore, the Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi takes care of the inclusion process through male and female research teams and proceeds to inscribe as such on national lists as per the five aspects of heritage (heritage register). Currently, this effort is being completed by publishing such lists on the internet, updated every five years by specialized committees. The purpose of doing that is to identify the new information that could describe methods of this element practice and promote it as well.   

Yemen
Inventorying and documenting the intangible cultural heritage process has been carried out by the Ministry of Culture with the contribution and financial of Social Fund for Development and active participation of groups, communities and those concerned with the element. This list is updated whenever necessary by providing an integrated project by the parties concerned with this inventory. Thus including a clarification of the required necessities to update/add certain element(s) with the guidance of the international organizations directions in this regard.   
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in the relevant inventory(ies):

Bahrain: ICH/D4/01, The date Palm: Knowledge, skills, traditions and practices.

Egypt: Traditional handicrafts and arts related skills. Please see the links below:

N : http://nfa-eg.org/En/Inventory_Details.aspx?ID=278 

AR : http://nfa-eg.org/Inventory_Details.aspx?ID=278

Iraq: Date Palm: Knowledge, skills, traditions, practices and inventory of the element as per serial No. (7) on the Iraqi National Inventory List for 2014 that was updated in 2017.

Jordan: Agriculture -4/4/1

Kuwait: The date palm tree element: Serial No: 16 dated 2017 on the Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory list in the State of Kuwait that is supervised by the Kuwait National Museum. 

Mauritania:: Ministry of Culture and Handicrafts, law No. 046/2005 dated July 25, 2005. 

Morocco: The practices, skills and traditions associated with the date palm tree - idpcm;AB92  Pratiques et rituels liés au palmier dattier; N° d’inventaire national :  idpcm:AB92 

Oman : Customs and traditions 8/93 
Palestine: The date palm: 2.13.33.9.2

Saudi Arabia: Date Palm, 07/001

Sudan: The date palm tree and traditional crafts of date palm in the Murowe Region and its role in  Social and Economic Development, 2015

Tunisia: The date palm: Knowledge, skills, traditions and practices, inlcuded in the inventory list under No. 33/6

UAE: Heritage Register, Traditional Crafts Art - Date palm tree related crafts, serial No: (15-7) in 2015 - Date palm traditional products, serial No: (17-47) in 2015.  

Yemen: 9-1: The date palm leaves
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

Bahrain: January 10, 2017 

Egypt: 2016 

Iraq: January 10 of 2016 until April 18, 2017

Jordan: 2013-2014 

Kuwait: April of 2017 

Mauritania: 2017-2018 

Morocco: End of December, 2017 

Oman: January 01, 2017 

Palestine: October 07, 2017

Saudi Arabia December/23/2017 

Sudan: 2015  

Tunisia: December 15, 2017 

UAE: The date palm tree has been included in the National Inventory Lists in 2009 by the Intangible Heritage Department at Abu Dhabi Culture and Tourism Department. It has also been listed in the Heritage Register as part of the intangible cultural heritage (Traditional Handicrafts) from (22-7) serial since 2014. 

Yemen: 2009
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the role of the gender of the participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

The element in each submitting state has been identified and defined through their respective methods, mechanisms and techniques. In all cases, this has been done by engaging all groups, communities and individuals as well as NGOs and associations in accordance with clause No. (116) of article (15) of 2003 Convention. The major mechanisms used were: 

In Bahrain, the 2003 Convention has been taken as the basis for identifying the element, where a number of researchers and experts at the Authority for Culture and Antiquities identified a preliminary list of the state’s intangible heritage, including the element. This has been followed by field gathering and a complete identification of the element in its essence. 

In Egypt, the element has been defined and identified by researchers specialized in intangible cultural heritage with the participation of groups, communities and individuals concerned through field collected from farmers, craftsmen, and date palm tree users. This was also dependent on the general populace who typically maintain several relevant customs, traditions, and artistic compositions, including songs, poems, stories, proverbs and aphorisms. To this effect, women held a vital role in identifying and defining the element. 

As for Iraq, it has formed field committees and task forces responsible for conducting meetings with farmers and orchard owners of both genders as well as government and non-government agencies. These groups have expressed their consent and participation on the file’s preparation and inscription.

In Jordan, relevant information has been collected by the mechanism based on the local community that is divided by Jordan’s governorates, where male and female researchers have been selected by various NGOs. In addition, personal interviews have been conducted with those concerned where relevant information was collected for the element’s due inscription.

In Kuwait, research teams have been formed to identify and define the element with farmers through visiting institutions, farms, markets and houses. 

In Mauritania, the element has been defined and identified through the field work that included interviews with local communities that resulted in gathering information and its eventual documentation. 

In Morocco, the date palm element and its related practices and traditions have been identified and defined through the field work with concerned groups, communities and individuals. This has taken place through the following methods: 

-Conducting direct personal interviews with farmers at their own farms where relevant information has been collected. 

-Collecting and documenting information within the framework of meetings with male and female representatives of cooperative societies and profit organizations.

In Oman, many of those interested, including the practitoners, academicians and those working in the field of date palm have been interviewed to elicit date palm information through a model form prepared as per the guide concerning inclusion and documentation. 

In Palestine, the inventory and field work process has been carried out in cooperation with Nawa Society for Culture in Dir Balah City - Gaza Strip that collected date palm heritage through the element bearers’ voice recordings. In addition, they collaborated with Cooperative Society for Palm Farmers in Jericho, where relevant information was provided. 

In Saudi Arabia, the field gathering and inventory related to the element of the date palm has been completed in collaboration with the National Center for Palm and Dates that provided the information about relevant NGOs and farmers. In addition, personal interviews have been conducted with numerous farmers at their own orchards about traditions concerning planting offshoots, pollination and harvesting seasons along with cultural aspects such as traditional songs and proverbs. 

In Sudan, the element’s identification has been based on relevant research and handicrafts in the Murowe Region in addition to their role in development, with the assistance of the youth and NGOs.
In Tunisia, the element’s identification was based on field gathering between a few intangible heritage professionals and local groups and communities represented by non-government authorities and societies as well as corporate persons that served as a source of information. In addition to the significant participation of the Water societies & women who were keen on completing the informaiton and providing safeguarding proposals

-In the UAE, a questionnaire was addressed to relevant non-government associations and agencies. Moreover, male and female researchers at the Abu Dhabi Department of Culture and Tourism have gathered relevant information through personal interviews with concerned farmers, craftsmen, experts and traders. In addition, meetings were held with NGO representatives and farmers at the annual date palm tree festivals. 

In Yemen, inventorying and documenting traditional handicrafts from date palm leaves occured with the participation and support of the Heritage Unit - Social Fund for Development as well as active partici pation of concerned researchers and professionals. Furthermore, meetings with male and female craft specialists and factory owners were held.
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. four hyperlinks in total, to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

UAE: Attached, (10) pages on the inventory lists related to the date plam element.

Bahrain: Administrative Decision No. (4) for the year 2014 concerning the inventory and issuance of lists of intangible cultural heritage of Bahrain.

The national inventory of the intangible cultural heritage includes the palm element (ICH / D4 / 01) issued by the Bahrain Culture and Antiquities Authority

Egypt: The weblinks below:

N : http://nfa-eg.org/En/Inventory_Details.aspx?ID=278 

AR : http://nfa-eg.org/Inventory_Details.aspx?ID=278

Iraq: Attached, (3) pages on inventory lists and (2) pages on National Inventory List 

Jordan: Attached Copies of the relevant webpage - http://www.ich.gov.jo
Kuwait: Attached, (3) pages on inventory lists from Kuwait National Museum.

Mauritania: Statistics of the Ministry of Culture and Traditional Industry, 2016-2017

Morocco: Paper based copy of the inventory form relating to the element of date palm along with the relevant practices, traditions and skills in addition to the webpage below that refer you to the database webpage on the element inventory.

http://www.idpc.ma/view/pc_immateriel/idpcm:AB92?sort=title&titleinitial=p&page=1&num=2

Oman: National inventory issued by the Ministry of Heritage and Culture.

Palestine: Paper based copy of the inventory form relating to the element of date palm along with  relevant practices, traditions and skills in addition to the webpage below that refer you to the database webpage on the element inventory. 

Saudi Arabia: Attached, (2) pages on inventory lists.

Sudan: Attached, inventory list, (3) pages

Tunisia: The first card summary on the element inventory in Arabic and another one relating to the same subject in French as per the weblinks below:

-http://www.inp.rnrt.tn/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id= 

-181%3Aprojetinventpatimm&catid=9%3Aprojets&Itemid=124&lang=ar  

Yemen: Attached, a copy of the inventory list. 


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for activities geared at ensuring the visibility of the element if it is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that the related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	
documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of the community concerned is other than English or French;

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language, if different;

ten recent photographs in high definition;

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo);

edited video (from five to ten minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French;

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video).

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, the principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	- Al Doori, Abdelaziz (1993), "The Economic History of Iraq in the 4th Islamic Hijri Century".

- Al-Akidi, Hassan Khalid & Ahmed, AbdelMunem Aref (1985), "Manufacturing Dates & Cellulose Palm Products". 

- Alizzawi, Abbas (1960), "The Date Palm in the History of Iraq", Baghdad

- Ahmed R (1978), "The Date Palm in Bahrain", 2nd Edition Extension Publication No.2 Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture. Dirtectorate of Agriculture, Bahrain.

-  Al-Asfoor AAA (2012), "A Study of some Ecological and Biological aspects of the red palm weevil in the Kingdom of Bahrain". M.S. Thesis Arabian Gulf University.

- Ahmed, Muhiyeddin Yousef (2005), "The Palm and Dates in Marwi Region, Marwi Dam Series of Issues". 

- Al Bakr, Abduljabbar (1972), "The Date Palm: Past and Present abd the latest Developments on its cultivation, industry and business", Al Andi Printing Press, Baghdad - Iraq. 

- Al Sa'ad, Abduljalil Ali (2016), "The Date Palm is the Bride of the Sand and Range", Sharjah Institute for Heritage, Sharjah, first edition. 

- Al Yahya, Hend Yahya Saleh (1997), "Shared Gulf Kuwaiti Traditional Crafts, National Council for Culture, Arts and Literature in Kuwait".

- Al-Basheer AA, Harron AI (1997), "An analytical Study of Agricultural systems and Assess the Economic Reflexes of the technical Obstacles facing the palm sector in the State of Bahrain". Date Palm Research and Development Network, ACSAD, Damascus.

- AlBekr, Abduljabbar (1962), (1972) "The Iraqi Dates & its Varieties", 'The Past and Present of the Date Palm", and "Spread of Palm in the World".

- AlDabbagh, Mustafa Murad (1985), The Kingdom of Animals and Plants in our Country of Palestine, Beirut.

- Ali, Fathi Hussein Ahmed (2005), "The Date Palm: Tree of Life between Past, Present and Future", part -I, Arab House for Publishing and Distribution, first edition. 

- Al-Issa AM (1992), "Vegetative propagation of Date Palm (Phoenix Dactylifera L. Khonaizy) by tissue culture". M.S. Thesis, The Arabian Gulf University, Bahrain.

- AlJafari, Mahmoud (2004), "The Competitive Ability of the Palestinian Dates in the Local and Export Markets", Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS), Jerusalem - Palestine.

- AlJuboori, Nofal Mohammed & et al (1971), "Description of One Hundred Ten Varieties of Dates".

- AlKhalili, Jafar (1956), "The Dates in the Past and Present", Baghdad.

- Attia (H), « Modernisation agricole et structures sociales : exemple des oasis du Djérid », Revue Tunisienne de Sciences Sociales, n° 59- 79, 1965. 

- Awad, Korkis (1953), "Palm and Date of Iraq: The Iraqi Agriculture", part-I, vol.8, Baghdad.

- AwadAllah, Asad Abdulrahman (2015), "The Date Palm in the Cultural Heritage in Marwi Region", The Sudanese Studies Magazine, vol.21, Institute of African and Asian Studies, University of Khartoum. 

- Baaziz M. Non daté. La culture du palmier dattier au Maghreb. Contraintes actuelles et recherches scientifiques. Laboratoire de Biochimie et Amélioration des Plantes (BAP), Université Cadi Ayyad, Faculté des Sciences-Semlalia, Marrakech, Morocco. http://baplaboratory.maroc.to/maghrebF.html.

- Baaziz, M., Majourhat, K. & Bendiab, K. 2000. Date palm culture in the Maghreb countries. Constraints and scientific researches. Proceedinfs of the Date Palm International Symposium, Windhoek (Namibia), 22-25 February, pp.306-311. 

- Baroin (C- Prêt), « Le palmier de Borkou, végétal social total ». Journal des Africanistes, LXIII (I), 5-20, 1993.  

- Battesti (V), « Les oasis du Jérid, des ressources réelles et idéelles », in Picouët M, Sghaier M, Genin D. Abaab A, Guillaume H, 2004. 

- Bechraoui (A), La vie rurale dans les oasis de Gabés (Tunisie), publications université de Tunis, 1980. 

- Ben Mahmoud (J), « Zonage des oasis du Jérid », séminaire: Agriculture oasienne, 1-2-3 février 1994, Degache- Tunisie,1994. 

- Bernichi L. 2004. La foire internationale des dattes à Erfoud du 8 au 10 octobre Le fruit miraculeux. http://www.maroc-hebdo.press.ma/MHinternet/Archives_621/html_261/culture.html.

- Bonte (P),«Sahara», dictionnaire de l’ethnologie et de l’anthropologie, presses universitaires de France, Paris1991.

- Dr. Weshah, Ghassan Mahmoud (2017), "The History of the Date Palm & Dir Al Balah": A Scientific Historical Study.

- Foah Dates, "Agricultural Evaluation of the Agricultural Processes of Date Palm Trees Package", Abu Dhabi - Al Saad. 

- Gast (M), « Croyances et cultures populaires au Sahara », Akoun (A), mythes et croyances du monde entier, t2, Le monothéisme, Paris, 1985. 

- Gobert (E-G.), Usages et rites alimentaires des Tunisiens, leurs aspect domestique, physiologique et social, Archives de l'Institut Pasteur, Tunis, 1940. 

- Hassan, Hassan Mustafa (1995), "Plants in the Arab Poetry", King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

- Ismail, Daeeq (2008), "The Economies and Conditions of Date Palm Cultivation in Palestine: A Research published in Duniya Agricultural Magazine". 

- Jawad, Mustafa (1953), "Between Blossoming and Bearing Fruits: The Iraqi Agriculture", part-II, vol.8.

- Jusserand (Y), Gestion de l’eau dans l’oasis de Nefta Beni Ali, mémoire d’école d’ingénieur en agronomie tropicale, Cnearc, Montpellier 1994. 

- Ka'ka Waleed Abdulghani et al (2011), "The Red Weevil", United Arab Emirates University, Al Ain. 

- Kassah (A), « Tozeur et son oasis : problèmes d’aménagement d’une ville oasienne », Les cahiers d’Urbama, n°8, 1993. 

- Khan, Mohammed Ali Redha (2000), "Local Trees in the United Arab Emirates", Dubai Municipality.

- Lambert B. 2003. Les Palmiers dattiers menacés par la mondialisation commerciale. L’Etat de la Planète Magazine N° 9, mai-juin 2003. P. 31-36. 

- Louis (A.), « Aux Nefzaoua le palmier et les hommes de semi-nomadisme à la sédentarisation », IBLA, Tunis 1968. 

- Masselot (F), « Les dattiers des oasis du Jérid », Bulletin de la Direction de l’agriculture et du commerce, régence de Tunis, 1901. 

- Mohammed, Jamal (2003 edition), "The Old Crafts, Trades and Business Activities in Kuwait", Center For Research And studies On Kuwait.

- Mufeed, Al Banna & Eid, Alaa (2007), "The Date Palm in Palestine (Facts and Prospects): An Analytical Study of Palm Waste to be Used in Gaza Strip", "The National Society for Palm and Dates Development, Gaza - Palestine". 

- Piesik, Sandra (2015), "Palm Leaf Architecture, Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture", Abu Dhabi.

- Rétaillé (D), Les oasis dans une géographie méridienne Sahara- Sahel, Cahiers géographiques Form ICH-02-2019-EN – revised on 21/11/2017 – page 46 de Rouen, 1986.

- Richter (M), « Les oasis du Maghreb : typologie et problèmes agro- écologiques », Les oasis au Maghreb. Mise en valeur et développement, actes du séminaire, Gabès, 4, 5 et 6 novembre 1994, Tunis, Cahier du Cérès, vol12, 1995. 

- Van der Vorm, P.D.J. non daté. Dates and Figs. World Fertilizer Use manual. Department of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition, Agricultural University Wageningen, The Netherlands

- Wafi, Abdelwahed Ali (1997), "Palm Pollen Talk, Daw'a Magazine", issue 7, 16, Rebat-Morocco.

- Yousef, AlQadi Abdullah (1995), The Palm, Part-I, Verified by Mohammed Ibrahim Abu Saleem, University of Khartoum Publishing House, Khartoum.  

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should be signed by the official empowered to do so on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multinational nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Omar Saif Ghobach
Title:
Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to France
Date:
30 September 2018 (revised version) 
Signature:
<signed>



	Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s)  (For multinational nominations only)

	Mr Husain Almahmood, Counsellor, Permanent Delegation of Bahrain to UNESCO  

H.E. Mr Ehab Badawy, Ambassador, Permanente Delegate of the Arab Republic of Egypt to UNESCO

H.E. Mr Mahmood Al-MullaKhalaf, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Iraq to UNESCO

Mr Alomoush Baker, Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Paris

H.E. Mr Meshal Hayat, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the State of Kuwait to UNESCO

H.E. Mr Ahmed Bah, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania to UNESCO

Mrs Najat Rhandi , Deputy Permanent Delegate of the Kingdom of Morocco to UNESCO

H.E. H.E. Dr. Samira Mohamed Moosa Al Moosa, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the Sultanate of Oman to UNESCO

H.E. Mr Mounir Anastas, Ambassador, Alternate Permanent Delegate of Palestine to UNESCO

H. E. Mr Ibrahim Albalawi, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to UNESCO

Mrs Suad Ali Mirghani, Counsellor, Deputy Permanent Delegate of Sudan to UNESCO

Mr Abdelhamid Largueche, Director of Heritage, Ministry of Cultural Affairs, Tunisia

H.E. Mr Ahmed Sayyad, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Yemen to UNESCO
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