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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)
	

	For multinational proposals, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.
	

	Venezuela

	B.
Contact person for correspondence
	

	B.1. Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for correspondence concerning the proposal. For multinational proposals, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the proposal and for one person in each State Party involved.
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	B.2. Other contact persons (for multinational files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.
	

	     

	C.
Title
	

	Indicate the official title of the programme, project or activity, in English or French, that will appear in published material. 
Not more than 200 characters
	

	Biocultural program for the safeguarding of the tradition of the Blessed Palm in Venezuela

	D.
Geographic scope
	

	Tick one box to identify whether the geographic scope of the programme, project or activity is essentially national, subregional, regional or international (the last category includes projects carried out in geographically non-continuous areas).
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 national (within a single country)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 subregional (more than one country)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 regional (more than one country)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 international (including geographically non-continuous areas)

	E.
Geographical location
	

	Indicate the locations in which the programme, project or activity was or is being carried out.
Not more than 150 words
	

	The activities associated with the Program are carried out in two national parks, which are deemed essential geographical references for the manifestation, and are closely connected to a few surrounding localities. First, we have the Palmeros of Chacao, who have developed their practice in the Waraira Repano mountain, also known as the Ávila (10°32′0″N, 66°52′0″W), located in the municipality of Chacao, Miranda state, in the city of Caracas, capital of the country.
Second, on the island of Margarita, Nueva Esparta state, in the Caribbean Sea, 472 kilometers northeast of Caracas, we have the Palmeros Asuntinos, inhabitants of La Asunción, capital of the state, in the municipality of Arismendi; and the Palmeros of El Valle del Espíritu Santo, inhabitants of the homonymous population, in the municipality of García. Both of these communities carry out their activities in a hill known as Cerro El Copey (10°59′00″N, 63°53′00″W).

	F.
Status
	

	Tick one box to identify whether the programme, project or activity is completed or in progress at the time the proposal is submitted. 
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 completed
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 in progress

	G.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned
	

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the proposed programme, project or activity.
Not more than 150 words
	

	The life of the Program rests on the shoulders of three associations of Palmeros, as the tradition bearers call themselves. These organizations are: the Asociación Civil Ecológica Palmeros de Chacao, Asociación de Palmeros Asuntinos, and the Asociación de Palmeros Basílica Nuestra Señora del Valle, all of whom have developed effective and innovative measures to safeguard the tradition of the Blessed Palm (Palma Bendita), and protect the environment in the process. The groups are made up of parishioners and devotees of the manifestation, who carry out different roles when it comes to pruning the palm, distributing it within their communities, and using them to make crosses as symbols of Jesus of Nazareth.
There are other communities in Venezuela that deal with the gathering of the palm during Holy Week, and that share a cultural legacy that is recognized and valued, even if they do not belong to this Program.

	H.
Domain(s)
	

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage covered by the programme, project or activity, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	1.
Description
	

	Criterion P.1 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity involves safeguarding, as defined in Article 2.3 of the Convention.’ Article 2.3 states that ‘“Safeguarding” means measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage, including the identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education, as well as the revitalization of the various aspects of such heritage’.
For sections 1.a and 1.b together, provide succinct descriptions of the programme, project or activity and its main components, describing what actually happened or is underway.
	

	1.a.
Background, rationale and objectives
Describe the situation that led to the creation of the programme, project or activity – what safeguarding needs were identified and by whom, and how the priorities were identified and established. Identify the primary objectives of the programme, project or activity.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words
	

	Every year, the palmeros fulfill a promise that harks back two centuries, and which involves the searching and gathering of several palm species (Ceroxylon ceriferum, Euterpe precatoria longevaginata) in a specific group of mountains. These palm leaves, which are blessed as part of the Holy Week, are handed out within several communities. However, the tradition was close to disappearing three decades ago, as the palmeros did not have reforestation plans in place, and national park authorities were starting to see them as a threat to the environment.
Society in general was unaware of the love the palmeros had towards nature. Besides, some palmeros did not understand or acknowledged the importance of involving children in the tradition. Originally, the public and private sectors were not providing enough logistic support for the activities conducted by the palmeros, diminishing the number of learning camps for children and teenagers.
The palmeros thus became aware of the urgent need to modify the way the palm was being collected, and decided to start pruning the plant instead of cutting it altogether. They also noticed they were not devoting enough time to the passing of knowledge to the newer generations and to society in general, and started pointing to the need to raise awareness about the significant link that existed between history, culture and nature. 
As a result, a series of innovative measures and strategies were designed and grouped into the Biocultural Program. Those in charge of carrying the religious images organized along with the palmeros to register non-profit, non-partisan civil associations focusing on culture and the environment. Educational projects were created for children and young people on reforestation, as well as planting activities, workshops, religious services and cultural activities for the family and the community at large.
Efforts have also been made to engage experts from other areas of knowledge, such as botanists and researchers, to implement the practice of pruning the palm. By showing their interest in research, the palmeros are currently seen by government entities as “guardians of the palm forest”. 
Furthermore, alliances have been forged with NGO’s, government institutions, municipal schools and education entities to improve community initiatives. In Caracas, local teachers and media outlets have become interested in solving the lack of information about the palmeros, and designed outreach projects with said group in order to familiarize students with the tradition of the Blessed Palm. Education began to merge with intangible cultural heritage, and brought about significant learning contexts regarding environmental ethics, the safeguarding of the tradition and humane principles.
The palmeros also reflected on the need to incorporate other botanical species in their tradition, as environmental alternatives, to ensure the supply of blessed palms to local parishioners, without endangering the population of palm trees found within the national parks. These would include Capparis odoratissima, Phoenix dactylifera L., Attalea butyracea.

	1.b.
Safeguarding measures involved
Describe the specific safeguarding measures that the programme, project or activity includes and why they were adopted. Identify what innovative methods or modalities were involved, if any. 
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words
	

	“The `Palmeritos´ Educational Program” was conceived in El Pedregal, in the municipality of Chacao. It is aimed at children between the ages of 6 and 12, who have grown up in local urban settings. It has been developed by palmero men and women, who are in charge of passing on the tradition and preserving the palm. It focuses on the symbolism, mysticism and vocabulary associated with the practice, and it relies on games, songs, activities about the folding and threading of the fronds, camping activities, as well as the screening of videos and talks on biodiversity.
“The `Peoneros de montaña´ training program” belongs to the second stage of the passing of knowledge and values associated with the tradition. It is targeted at children over 12, who are initiated as palmeros and entrusted with protecting the forests on behalf of the younger ones. This is the setting where they are more exposed to the rituals, and where they learn to ask the palm for permission to handle it and give it an appropriate use. It is not unlikely that the peoneros de montaña would volunteer in the prevention of forest fires and reforestation activities, all of which provide an ideal space for the gathering of experience and useful skills.
“Environmental course”. In the Valle de El Espíritu Santo, the palmeros came up with a teaching method that allows children known as “palmeritos” or “semillas” to familiarize themselves with Cerro El Copey, in a fun, spontaneous way, and in the process, consolidate the religious principles that will characterize them as future palmeros. 
“Tourism education program: The path of the palmeros, following the steps of Humboldt”. This is a project aimed at educating and raising awareness among children, teenagers, school teachers and university professors about the significance of drainage basins and the cloud forest, the traditional culture of the Palmeros of Chacao, and the legacy of German naturalists Humboldt and Bompland, who studied the region in the early 19th century.
“The nursery management plan”. It involves day-long learning sessions with planting activities for children and teens from various municipalities. It takes place in plant nurseries managed by palmeros or along specific mountain paths. They learn to plant and get in touch with nature while they hear stories about the tradition of the Blessed Palm. The palmeros who coordinate these activities are also in charge of collecting the seeds, managing the nurseries and fostering the incorporation of researchers and teachers into the projects.  
“Training programs with allies”. Thirty five years ago, a few palmeros decided to create a seed bank, with the support of researchers and botanists, to eventually increase the population of palm trees in the Caracas Botanical Garden. In recent years, forest rangers and botanists have been improving planting practices and providing training for several communities. 

	1.c.
Competent body(ies) involved 

Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), responsible for the local management of the programme, project or activity.
	

	Name of the body:
Center for Cultural Diversity.
Name and title of the contact person:
Benito Irady/ President.
Address:
Centro de la Diversidad Cultural; Qta. Micomicona; Av. Zuloaga con Calle América, Los Rosales, Caracas-Venezuela.
Telephone number:
+58 2126939845/ Fax +58 212 6935655
Email address:
presidencia@diversidadcultural.gob.ve


	2.
Coordination at the regional, subregional and/or international levels
	

	Criterion P.2 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity promotes the coordination of efforts for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage on regional, subregional and/or international levels’. Explain, if applicable, how the programme, project or activity has promoted such coordination. If the programme was or is conducted exclusively at the national level and has not involved such coordination, state so clearly.
Not more than 500 words
	

	Communities play a vital role in the Biocultural Program, as they provide many of the elements that ensure the continuity of the tradition. By participating, they make the search and the pruning of the palm possible. Many of the associations of palmeros are committed to providing Venezuelan worshipers with the Blessed Palm every Palm Sunday or “Domingo de Ramos”, and sharing the best practices they hold so dear. These networks are more than 20 years old, and thanks to their organizational drive, entities from various backgrounds have responded very favorably by supporting the activities conducted during Holy Week, as well as those that are promoted throughout the year.   
A series of efforts have been coordinated with governorships, mayoralties, municipal councils and ministries. The role of the Instituto Nacional de Parques (INPARQUES) is worth mentioning, as they are in charge of processing the permits allowing the palmeros to go into the mountains and prune a specific amount of palm fronds to recreate the tradition. 
First responder organizations, such as Civil Defense, fire departments (with active and retired members and forest firefighters), along with the National Guard (Guardia Nacional Bolivariana), carry out various tasks: The first two provide useful training geared towards mountain activities, and make sure the palmeros do not suffer any injuries, whereas the latter is in charge of protecting all attendees and keeping the order. As many palmeros and their associations have shown a will to keep any environmental impact to a minimum in the past, entities such as the Botanical Garden have shared their knowledge and provided training programs on how to care for plants and forests. 
The relationship with national universities through certain specialty fields within both natural and social sciences is an example of the contagious enthusiasm that has lead students and researchers to become involved in the activities related to the tradition.
Media outlets have been informing on the activities of the palmeros, and played an essential role in their rescue, by elevating their profile within the public at large and portraying them as bearers of the tradition and protectors of the environment. NGO’s such as Proyecto Cumbre, an important ally with global reach, has extended the scope of the program to more than a hundred schools across the country. At the same time, the Instituto de Movilidad and the national company Teleférico de Caracas provide transportation to those palmeros who cannot go hiking into the mountain.
A few private businesses have cooperated by printing materials on the characterization of the tradition and its formative activities, while the social movement known as Network of Cultural Heritage and Diversity always provides support for and promotes the development of the element.

	3.
Reflection of the principles and objectives of the Convention
	

	Criterion P.3 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity reflects the principles and objectives of the Convention’. Identify the specific principles and objectives of the Convention that are addressed by the programme, project or activity and explain how it reflects those principles and objectives in its conception, design and implementation.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words
	

	The palmeros define themselves as: “walkers, descendants of a tradition... six generations old”. The practice is intangible cultural heritage that strengthens the sense of belonging of its bearers. It is recreated every year as part of a catholic tradition associated with the Holy Week, and it symbolizes the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem. It can only take place when palm fronds extracted from the surrounding mountains are blessed during a ritual. 
The tradition underscores the relationship shared by the people who practice it, including those who live out of town, but who return to their places of origin on the eve of the celebration in order to fulfill the ritual. The feeling that keeps the palmeros together goes beyond the concept of a meeting, as the latter holds a profound symbolic meaning. The palmeros see themselves “...as a whole, as one palmero”. The vitality of the element relies on team work, and even though each member has a specific role, anyone can switch places depending on the need of the team. 
The tradition and its formative activities are very helpful when it comes to passing on values such as respect for others and for nature, both of which are elements that make the manifestation compliant with international human rights. It also fosters inclusion, another principle found in Unesco’s 2003 Convention. Men and women, from various social, political and economic backgrounds, including people with some type of disability, teach children and teenagers how to love the tradition, and do it with equality. The Blessed Palm is imbued with the desire to strengthen the spirit in the face of a promise that needs to be fulfilled, and which is considered a symbol of peace, health, brotherhood and hope. 
After receiving the blessing during a religious ceremony, the palmeros go up the mountain, a moment known as “la subida”, they sleep there several nights, and carry out different activities: They tell stories, they stop at specific points as if they were going through the Stations of the Cross, they sing, they take care of the trails, and they plant and prune some palm trees. The sense of brotherhood can be seen during the descent or “la bajada”, when the palmeros are received by their families and communities, who walk with them in procession towards the church. The group of parishioners praises them and hands out food to welcome and repay them for their effort. This tradition does not involve commerce, as the palm fronds are given to the worshipers for free. 
It is not uncommon for palmeros to see people from other faiths, and even atheists, engaging in their activities. The only requisite is to show respect for the spiritual beliefs of the group, by taking care of the palm fronds and the forests, and to show commitment to the community. As a non-partisan practice, the tradition is a true expression of intercultural dialog. The manifestation and its biocultural formation activities foster sustainable development by teaching love for nature and tradition.

	4.
Effectiveness 
	

	Criterion P.4 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity has demonstrated effectiveness in contributing to the viability of the intangible cultural heritage concerned’. Describe how the programme, project or activity has demonstrated such effectiveness and how it has contributed concretely to the strengthened viability of the heritage.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words
	

	The main goal of the Biocultural Program is to safeguard the tradition of the Blessed Palm in Venezuela. However, the manifestation had lost vitality a few years ago, as young people and adults were generally the only ones who recreated it, and this did not encourage the passing of knowledge to the next generations. Eventually, tradition bearers changed their policies and gradually implemented educational activities in their communities, so that children would start contributing to the safeguarding and spreading of the manifestation, along with the ethical and environmental values associated with it.   
The Biocultural Program, and its ability to inspire, has encouraged hundreds of children and teenagers to voluntarily become involved. A series of educational activities have translated into the genuine disposition among the newer generations to keep their cultural heritage alive. Other results include the consolidation of spaces where love, respect, identity, and pride of tradition are linked to a guided, pedagogical and responsible interaction with nature. 
In each of the tradition bearing communities, the educational plant nurseries managed by the palmeros play an essential role in this best practice, as it is directly linked to projects like school vegetable gardens and educational workshops, where one of the tasks is to reproduce the palm. In many cases, the plants are taken to the schools to teach students about the environment and the tradition of the Blessed Palm, and how to care for them.
This strategy is not only favorable for educational purposes, as it has also made tradition bearers more aware of and responsible for the biological process involved in the reforestation of the plant, a commitment that goes beyond the Holy Week, and extends throughout the whole year. Those who participate in the Program receive information on several subjects. Plays and puppet shows for children have shown to be very effective, as they rely on playful learning to teach about the history of the tradition, the plant species that are native to their surroundings, and their benefits to traditional medicine. 
However, the viability of the tradition used to be in a constant crisis because it was carried out in such a way that was not compatible with the extraction of palm fronds. For many years, the plant would be completely uprooted, and this represented an environmental risk, as the accelerated pace of the activity was wiping the species out. As a consequence of this, in 1985, newly created associations of palmeros, along with the relevant authorities, began to take advantage or there legal footing to encourage the pruning of the palm, instead of its uprooting.

	5.
Community participation and consent
	

	Criterion P.5 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity is or has been implemented with the participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.
	

	5.a.
Participation of the community, group or individuals
Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated in the programme, project or activity at all stages of its planning and implementation, including the role of gender.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words
	

	Similar to the way tradition bearers organize to recreate the manifestation, teams are assembled and responsibilities are assigned. The activities carried out in the Program are mostly assigned to women from the community and/or to palmeros. Each association of palmeros operates under its own group dynamics. A small core is in charge of coordinating, one tradition bearer takes care of the planning, and others have to liaise with local mayoralties, governorships and NGO’s.  
Internally, the Program gathers masters of the tradition, known as Palmeros Mayores, men and women in charge of logistics, as well as children, teenagers and members of the community. The Palmeros Mayores are those tradition bearers who have been involved in the manifestation for many years, but who are no longer physically able to hike up the mountain, or can only do so up to a certain altitude. Instead, they are fully engaged in the educational activities that are geared towards the Palmeritos, as well as the educational plant nurseries. Their role in the Program is essential, as they are the pillars of the oral transmission of knowledge.
If the Palmeros Mayores are the heart of the Program, the men and women in charge of logistics are the backbone. Periodical meetings, community outreach efforts, and talks between palmeros and group coordinators are used to set the annual goals of the Program. If an activity requires many people moving from one place to another, such as taking 300 children to a national park, then the organization expands, and the palmeros in charge of forging cooperation agreements are incorporated. Allies such as the godmothers and godfathers of the manifestation, who liaise with other institutions, also become involved.   
The Palmeritos, who are usually the children of palmeros with experience in the tradition, are always involved in different activities of the Program. They usually take on roles that are suitable for their age. For example, in Chacao, six-year olds are known as “Brotes” or sprouts, as they are being born to the tradition; seven-year olds are called “Palmeritos”; eight-year olds, “Semilleros” or seedbeds; nine-year olds, “Guarda Palmas” or palm caretakers; and ten-year olds, “Custodios” or custodians. Finally, at the age of 11, children become “Promeseros” or promise keepers, and future palmeros. Young ones initiated in the tradition are trained to walk alone in the forest and become the next palmeros. 
Other members of the community also partake in the development of the Program. For example, families engage in the religious ceremonies, they prepare food for the campers, and they reinforce at home the principles that children learn from the tradition. In conclusion, one can see a symbiosis between the tradition bearers and their allies that encourages the concepts, the plans and the implementation of the Program.

	5.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to this proposal and involvement in its preparation
Submitting States Parties shall involve the community, group or, if applicable, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned in the preparation of the proposal. Describe below how they have participated actively in preparing the proposal at all stages, including in terms of the role of gender. States Parties are reminded that the communities are essential participants throughout the conception and preparation of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
The free, prior and informed consent to the submission of the proposal from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words
	

	Since October 2017, the palmeros have been proactive in a series of community workshops aimed at putting together a nomination dossier about the Program. During the sessions, the tradition bearers identified the essential elements of the manifestation and came up with their own definition. They also gave information about their roles regarding safeguarding initiatives, as well as the roles of their allies. 
In the first workshops, the tradition bearers became familiar with Unesco’s precepts and conventions. They saw other safeguarding efforts and drew analogies with their own cultural dynamics. These spaces of exchange brought about ideas, anecdotes, historical facts and materials likes maps, which were used to capture the symbolic cartography of a tradition that has consolidated through the transmission of knowledge from one generation to the next. In other sessions, tradition bearers identified past difficulties regarding the development of the element, and the obstacles they overcame as a team while carrying out the Biocultural Program. Testimonies and photographs provided by the tradition bearers helped us understand the innovative strategies that were put in place to minimize the threats to this intangible cultural heritage, and how they turned the situation to their favor.
The Palmeros reflected upon the best practices associated with the tradition of the Blessed Palm, and identified the plans and activities that make up the Program. Furthermore, the tradition bearers wrote two declarations in their own words, and signed the free, prior and informed consent, to submit the nomination and share these experiences with other communities.

	5.c.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned
Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity
b. 
Name and title of the contact person
c. 
Address
d. 
Telephone number
e. 
Email
f. 
Other relevant information

	a.
Asociación de palmeros asuntinos “A.P.A”.
b.
Eduardo Marcano Hernández. 
c.
Address: Calle Independencia, La Asunción, estado Nueva Esparta, Venezuela.
d.
0426-4883683
e.
palmerosasuntinos@yahoo.com.ve   
a.
Asociación de Palmeros Basílica Nuestra Señora del Valle.
b.
José Guerra.
c.
Adress: Calle Monseñor Vásquez, entre la Basílica Menor Nuestra Señora del Valle y la Medicatura. Valle del Espíritu Santo. Municipio García, Nueva Esparta.
d.
0416-8993818
e.
fercho3efe@gmail.com
a.
Asociación Civil Ecológica Palmeros de Chacao.
b.
Richard Delgado.
c.
Address: Entre Avenida Principal de El Pedregal “Matías Reyes” con 2da. Transversal de La Castellana. Quinta Keta. Sede del Ambulatorio Guillermo Hernández Zezaya. Municipio Chacao, estado Miranda.Venezuela.
d.
0414-2320636
e.
asopalmeros@yahoo.es

	6.
Regional, subregional and/or international model 
	

	Criterion P.6 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity may serve as a subregional, regional or international model, as the case may be, for safeguarding activities’. Describe how the programme, project or activity may serve as such a model for safeguarding activities, identifying the particular components, methods or practices that would be relevant in other contexts. 
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words
	

	The gathering of palm fronds without respecting or taking the environment into account can be considered a risk, and it can even end up making the activity illegal. The policies implemented under the framework of the Biocultural program can therefore help other places and communities that wish to continue or recreate the tradition of the Blessed Palm without having a major environmental impact.
The Palmeros of Chacao have worked with botanical experts to come up with an adequate strategy to continue the gathering of palm fronds without depleting the population of palm trees. It basically consisted in favoring the pruning of the plant instead of uprooting it. This knowhow was eventually taken to the communities in Nueva Esparta (La Asunción and El Valle), where the palmeros started to implement it. Using this as starting point, the palmeros have developed a conservation project for the species that involves spreading seeds and conducting a census of individuals found in the population. They also have nurseries with palm specimens, along with species that are native to the mountains where the activity takes place, and where measures are required to meet its demographic and environmental needs. 
On the other hand, the educational component of the Program can be seen as a model for the safeguarding of the tradition. Both the Palmeros of Chacao and the Palmeros de Nueva Esparta work with children and teenagers to pass on the tradition of the Blessed Palm and its values. Those who are initiated develop an environmental awareness, and learn to appreciate the mythical and ritualistic features of the manifestation, as well as ways to grasp the knowhow required to safeguard it in the future.
The measures and initiatives taken under the framework of the Program may be innovative in nature, but they must always comply with the rules and decisions issued by the tradition bearers. The set of educational measures can, with the cooperation of families and communities, serve as a model for other populations or communities that engage in the gathering of the Blessed Palm during Holy Week, or in any other expression of intangible cultural heritage for that matter, wherein culture and nature are closely connected. 

	7.
Willingness to cooperate in the dissemination of best safeguarding practices 
	

	Criterion P.7 requires that ‘the submitting State(s) Party(ies), implementing body(ies), and community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned are willing to cooperate in the dissemination of best practices, if their programme, project or activity is selected’. Describe their willingness to cooperate in such dissemination.
If you attach supporting evidence demonstrating such willingness, especially expressed by the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned, indicate below what evidence you are providing and what form it takes. Such evidence, if any, shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words
	

	In the validation workshops, the palmeros have communicated their desire to pass on the experience gathered during the development of the Biocultural Program, so that it may be applied to other situations and strengthen cultural traditions that could be having difficulties in the transmission of their own knowledge to newer generations or wish to keep alive expressions of an intangible cultural heritage that deal with vulnerable vegetable and/or floral species.
The palmeros are willing to participate in talks about the strategies they came up with, to communicate the meaning of the tradition to children and teenagers, showing through anecdotes and testimonies how students from various regions of the country came in touch with the tradition of the Blessed Palm.
Teachers, biologists and journalists, in alliance with the palmeros, are willing to share the tools and methods they used with young people to make up for the lack of information that existed about the tradition bearers and their activities. 
Botanicals experts have conducted research and published papers with the general public in mind, but also targeted at the scientific community. This output could help strengthen the biocultural practice of the palmeros in Venezuela, but the scope could also widen and reach other communities of palmeros that wish to develop research projects on palm biodiversity in their local settings.  
There are many publications, such as books, magazines and brochures, featuring interviews with children, teenagers, adults and elders, where the palmeros played a major role by documenting oral tradition in order to keep it alive. In addition to this, the publications show that the activities of the Program have shaped several generations by teaching that a good palmero is a good citizen, and a good citizen is a good palmero. The tradition bearers are willing to discuss how they came up with these materials, in order to encourage other communities to document their own dynamics and creatively capture the value of their cultural heritage. 

	8.
Assessing the results
	

	Criterion P.8 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity features experiences that are susceptible to an assessment of their results’. Provide concrete examples of assessments that have been or are being carried out.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words
	

	The Observatory of Good Practices is one of the tools that could be used to assess the activities of the Biocultural Program. It is a project promoted by the Center for Cultural Diversity, focal point of Unesco’s 2003 Convention and an entity that operates under the Ministry of Popular Power for Culture. From this institutional platform, it is possible to verify if the Program meets the parameters of the aforementioned convention when it comes to safeguarding, and especially with regard to the activities associated with the transmission of Intangible Cultural Heritage geared towards children and teenagers. 
Venezuela’s Institute of Cultural Heritage, an agency that also operates under the Ministry of Culture, recognizes the Palmeros of Chacao, the Palmeros Asuntinos and the Palmeros of El Valle del Espíritu Santo as national Assets of Cultural Interest, and is therefore under the obligation to develop a Safeguarding Plan for the tradition of the Blessed Palm, in agreement with the tradition-bearing communities. Such planning will be an extraordinary tool to monitor and assess the activities of the Biocultural Program as a registry of best practices. 
From an environmental point of view, the activities and initiatives promoted by the Program are currently assessed by various government entities, and by allies in several academic fields. In this sense, INPARQUES is constantly monitoring the Waraira Repano and Cerro El Copey national parks for indicators regarding healthy populations of palm trees, especially during the Holy Week.  
In addition to this, the palmeros themselves have control over the palm trees located in the mountain, which they do with the help of botanical experts and researchers, who analyze the plots and the populations of palm trees. The plants are taken care of while they grow, and are classified either as young seedlings or adult palm trees. Other tasks include cleaning, preservation and reforestation.    
Another way of measuring the results of the Program is by assessing the performance of the plant nurseries set up by the palmeros in their own communities. There are also plots in the mountain where follow-up is done on the palm species that are native to the Waraira Repano and Cerro El Copey national parks, resulting in comparative studies and indicators associated with the species replanted by the bearers of the tradition of the Blessed Palm.

	9.
Model for developing countries 

	Criterion P.9 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity is primarily applicable to the particular needs of developing countries’. Describe how the programme, project or activity may be relevant to the needs of developing countries and appropriate to their circumstances, identifying the particular components, methods or practices that would be relevant to them.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The bond existing between the palmeros, the mountains, the palm trees and their botanical variations has a spiritual/sacred connotation. The symbolism associated with the environmental elements has an impact on many of the decisions and activities, and permeates the oral tradition, the system of beliefs and the ethos shared by the tradition-bearing communities. Based on this notion, it is understandable that mountains are recognized as “green classrooms” for the passing on of the tradition of the Blessed Palm. In these locations, children and teenagers learn about the principles of the manifestation, its forms of social organization and the significance of the environment.  
The palmeros have contributed to the sustainable development of their populations and the region, as their praxis is agreed among themselves and conducted in harmony with nature, international human rights and the preservation of the environment. So far, the Biocultural Program has made possible the consolidation of the palmeros and their associations, who wholeheartedly identify with their own cultural heritage, which is vital for its safeguarding. In addition to this, the actors are aware of their responsibilities and feel they are committed to and capable of managing natural resources in a responsible way.   
The activities of the Program are organized and sustained by the tradition bearers themselves. However, on many occasions, they are supported by institutions and allies that have come onboard over the years. Even though the manifestation relies on oral tradition to pass on to the next generations, the established cooperation framework features new strategies and tools, such as print and digital resources, which have allowed children and teenagers to engage in the practice by experimenting and living in communion with the newer technologies.
Mountaineering, plant nurseries, photography workshops, and talks on history, culture, biodiversity and energy conservation are some of the methods and themes used to recognize and pass on the tradition. For this learning dynamic to take place, there has to be a healthy coexistence between the initiated and the assemblies of older palmeros. Concepts like respect, partnership and solidarity, which are learned and put in practice, are seen as essential values when it comes to reaching the goals established by some developing countries. 
The Program is an experience that could well go beyond our national boundaries. The best practices currently associated with the tradition of the Blessed Palm could serve as a model for other communities in Latin America, by adapting the experience to their own circumstances.  Such an initiative could turn citizens into agents of transformation and promote the safeguarding of their local manifestations, while contributing to the recovery of endangered species, fostering an appropriate behavior in protected natural areas, and supporting national and international programs on human rights and the conservation of the biosphere. This condition is essential when it comes to finding solutions to issues such as pollution in general, water scarcity, forest fires, and the accumulation of solid waste, among other things, that have an impact on the planet, and especially the countries of the Southern Hemisphere. 

	10.
Documentation

	The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the proposal. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the programme, project or activity is selected. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the proposal and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
ten recent photographs in high definition
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photographs (Form ICH-07-photo)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
edited video (from five to ten minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
grant of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	11.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The proposal should be signed by an official empowered to do so on behalf of the State Party, and should include his or her name, title and the date of submission.
In the case of multinational proposals, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the proposal.
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