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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multinational proposals, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Panama

	B.
Contact person for correspondence

	B.1. Designated contact person

Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for correspondence concerning the proposal. For multinational proposals, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the proposal and for one person in each State Party involved.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Gomez
Given name:

Emma
Institution/position:

Ministry of Commerce and Industries / General Coordinator in charge of the Project Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Panama
Address:

Ave. El Paical y Ave. Ricardo J. Alfaro /Plaza Edison, piso 2, 
Telephone number:

(507) 560 0620 (507) 6657 6839
Email address:

emgomez@mici.gob.pa / emmagomezg@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

Leonardo Uribe / General Director of the Industrial Property Registry luribe@mici.gob.pa (507) 560 -0600 ext. 5922 / (507) 560 0705
Carlota Herrera de Allen / National Director of Commerce callen@mici.gob.pa  (507) 560 -0600 ext. 5913 / (507) 560 5913


	B.2. Other contact persons (for multinational files only)

Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	     

	C.
Title

	Indicate the official title of the programme, project or activity, in English or French, that will appear in published material. 

Not more than 200 characters

	Ecological and cultural program associated with the Armila Sea Turtle Festival

	D.
Geographic scope

	Tick one box to identify whether the geographic scope of the programme, project or activity is essentially national, subregional, regional or international (the last category includes projects carried out in geographically non-continuous areas).

	 national (within a single country)
 subregional (more than one country)

 regional (more than one country)

 international (including geographically non-continuous areas)

	E.
Geographical location

	Indicate the locations in which the programme, project or activity was or is being carried out.
Not more than 150 words

	The ecological and cultural program of the Armila Sea Turtle Festival takes place in the town of Armila, in the Atlantic coast of the Republic of Panama (latitude 8.66302900241955 and longitude -77.45056299999999), near the Colombian border. This town is one of 51 Guna Yala Comarca communities, with a population of 637 inhabitants.  

Located in township N°3, between the coastal communities of Puerto Obaldia on the east and Anachukuna on the west, bounded by the Caribbean Sea to the north and Embera-Wounaan Comarca to the south. 

The Gunayala Comarca (special regime by Law 20 of January 31, 1957), is located in the northeast of the country (bordered by the Caribbean Sea, with the provinces of Colon, Panama and Darien and the Wargandi, Madungandi, Embera-Wounaan Comarcas and the Republic of Colombia).

Armila can be reached by plane or by sea.

	F.
Status

	Tick one box to identify whether the programme, project or activity is completed or in progress at the time the proposal is submitted. 

	 completed

 in progress

	G.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the proposed programme, project or activity.

Not more than 150 words

	The program takes place in Armila. Various groups take part in the ecological and cultural activities of the ecological and cultural Sea Turtle Festival. Armilla contributes in the organization: authorities, leaders, teachers, parents, young people of various age groups.

Organizers

•
Yauk Galu Foundation: lead by Ignacio Crespo

•
Tortugueros volunteers of Armila 

•
Armila Sports Club

•
School of Armila

Children and young people from schools in other guna communities participate, especially in contests, workshops, dances and guided visits to the turtle’s nesting grounds: Carreto, Ustupu, Dubualá, Nargana, Anachukuna.

Lead by local authorities

•
Sagla o saila (traditional authority), argar (interpreter), its local congress president and secretary, with the support of the General Congress of Guna Culture. 

Institutions and organisms assist with training and research:

Ministries of Environment, Commerce and Industries, Education and Aquatic Resources Authority, scientists, biologists, university students in the science field and north American scientist Morrison Mas.

	H.
Domain(s)

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage covered by the programme, project or activity, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

	 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage 

 performing arts

 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 traditional craftsmanship 

 other(s) (     )

	1.
Description

	Criterion P.1 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity involves safeguarding, as defined in Article 2.3 of the Convention.’ Article 2.3 states that ‘“Safeguarding” means measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage, including the identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education, as well as the revitalization of the various aspects of such heritage’.

For sections 1.a and 1.b together, provide succinct descriptions of the programme, project or activity and its main components, describing what actually happened or is underway.

	1.a.
Background, rationale and objectives

Describe the situation that led to the creation of the programme, project or activity – what safeguarding needs were identified and by whom, and how the priorities were identified and established. Identify the primary objectives of the programme, project or activity.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The priorities of the need to safeguard the heritage arises from the guna people’s own world vision, which proposes that “nothing in this world exists in isolation or separately, in the contrary, everything is interconnected and in motion”. Human beings, plants, animals and spirits represent dynamic elements within a bigger and more complex group called Nabgwana (Planet Earth). This guna word that describes nature in its broadest sense is celebrated at all times during the Armila sea turtle festival.  Environmental protection and culture are linked at a spiritual level, and include elements such as stories, folktales, songs and crafts, scarcely studied and documented.

Justification.

The community of Armila identified the absolute necessity to protect the survival of the sea turtle’s newborns, especially the leatherbacks (Dermochelys coriacea) and the hawksbills (Eretmochelys imbricata), that nest and hatch in the beaches of this tropical region. The growing population of Armila and of its non-guna neighboring towns increases pressure to the sensitive marine ecosystem, in addition to natural threats causing negative habitat changes. 

The disruption of the transmission of culture and traditions to new generations is threaten by the depopulation of young people who are forced to migrate to other regions to continue their studies (school only goes up to ninth grade in Armila). 

The introduction of new customs threatens the way of life of the people of Armila, where their culture does not allow turtle meat and egg consumption, unlike other groups, which is why it’s important for the younger generation to assertively preserve their culture without affecting healthy coexistence. 

Guna community member and argar (interpreter of the sagla or traditional authority), Ignacio “Nacho” Crespo recognized the need to protect this region for its biological richness; and with permission of the Guna Culture Congress and the community of Armila, launched the first Armila Sea Turtle Festival in 2007. With the help of international organisms, veterinarian, Ignacio Crespo had the opportunity to learn about environmental protection and decided to promote activities in line with his guna tradition. 

Objectives.

To preserve their culture associated with the turtles and the environment, as well as its heritage practices associated with their oral tradition, celebrations, dances or gastronomy passed down from their ancestors. 

To teach small children and youngsters how to care for their habitat through workshops about their culture, so that they may appreciate current and future commitment with their community.

To increase awareness among State authorities about their needs and the important work performed by the Armila community. 

To get neighboring towns involved, so that they may realize that what one community does affects the rest positively or negatively (such is the case of the plastic waste washed up by the tides).

	1.b.
Safeguarding measures involved

Describe the specific safeguarding measures that the programme, project or activity includes and why they were adopted. Identify what innovative methods or modalities were involved, if any. 
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The community of Armila is adopting safeguarding measures established by the Convention:

Identification: Theyare part of an inventory in which they participated, their characteristics as people of guna culture and as a spawning ground for their sisters, the turtles, are clearly defined.

Documentation: Their traditional practices and formal and informal educational workshops are documented in files, photos, videos and statistic tables; this material is utilized in congress meetings to promote their achievements and motivate the community. They keep their own record of the arrival of the turtles and of those who measure them, work as guides and mark the nests. 

Research, preservation and protection. The community has taken steps, such as seeking local and international support through a foundation (Yaug Galu Foundation). The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has provided intangible heritage workshops and the Ministry of Environment workshops how to care for turtles, newborns and visitors, also on their involvement in the procedures for the protection of the area through a legal framework. The General Congress of Guna Culture issued a resolution supporting the safeguarding measures of Armila. 

Promotion, enhancement and transmission. Teachers and parents are proud and pleased to contribute in different ways and that their children act as speakers, participate in debates about the importance of recycling, picking up the trash, knowing their oral history. Each kid is an expert on their culture and shares this knowledge. Mothers strive to help find natural or recycled materials, as the case may be; they sew molas with symbolic traditional designs and with figurative designs inspired by turtles year-round, although this activity is mostly performed in May. 

Works of oral expression (folktales, songs, debates, etc.), manual expression and physical expression (sand sculptures, sewing, drawings, swimming, races, etc.) strengthen identity. The festival increases traditional craft elaboration: conveying nature through molas (a hand-sewing technique that forms part of the guna women’s clothing) with turtle designs, wood crafts, coconut coir, confection of baskets and fans using the bellota stem and jewelry made with chaquiras.

Turtle sand sculptures made by kids and teenagers are part of the activities through which creativity and the relationship with the leatherback sea turtle are expressed.
Currently, locals and foreigners attend the festival, but its organizers plan to raise awareness internationally for its ecological and traditional value. Nevertheless, the international scientific community has conducted studies in the spawning area, mentioning the Festival. 

Participation in various types of activities introduces young people into leadership roles, where they must prove they can work in the nurseries, measuring turtles and in nocturnal monitoring. Transmission of knowledge goes hand in hand with the desire to get involved with the most critical responsibilities and that lead to saving their natural heritage.

	1.c.
Competent body(ies) involved 
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), responsible for the local management of the programme, project or activity.

	Name of the body:

Local Congress of Armila
Name and title of the contact person:

Osvaldo Castro/  Sahila of the Armila  - local authority
Address:

Armila, Guna Yala, Panamá
Telephone number:

(507) 333 2060  Public phone
Other relevant information:

Alan Bonilla / General Secretary / (507) 6094 2130 


	2.
Coordination at the regional, subregional and/or international levels

	Criterion P.2 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity promotes the coordination of efforts for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage on regional, subregional and/or international levels’. Explain, if applicable, how the programme, project or activity has promoted such coordination. If the programme was or is conducted exclusively at the national level and has not involved such coordination, state so clearly.
Not more than 500 words

	The Festival’s program has been conducted at a local and national level in all its stages. Even though its leader has publicized the activity on international forums, and Armila welcomes foreign visitors, even scientist, no formal coordination at a regional level exists. Visiting scientist arrive seeking information about the turtles and not necessarily during the celebrations of Yaug nii or the month of the turtle, where the turtles’ visit is part of the traditional guna culture. 

During meetings with the community in the house of Congress, cases from other counties are described to them, this way they may not feel alone, and they may feel responsible since the turtles travel such long distances. Mi Ambiente and the Safeguarding Project has stories about other communities, for example, Juluchuca in Mexico, or Santa Cruz in Guanacaste, Costa Rica. The organization plans to visit them or bring organization members from these countries to share their safeguarding experiences and stories. In this sense, legal protection models and connections to supporting organisms are sought. 

	3.
Reflection of the principles and objectives of the Convention

	Criterion P.3 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity reflects the principles and objectives of the Convention’. Identify the specific principles and objectives of the Convention that are addressed by the programme, project or activity and explain how it reflects those principles and objectives in its conception, design and implementation.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Since 2007, the turtle festival takes place every year with the goal of conserving natural biodiversity of the area, promoting cultural and traditional practices of the community, conserving the ancestral legacy of the gunas and sharing with visiting communities. This activity is valued by lovers of nature and culture.

The Armila Sea Turtle Festival originated from the interest of the community, they are the organizers and are responsible for hosting it every year, securing the viability of the intangible cultural heritage. Creative proposals of traditional and modern contest about their artistic, cultural and educational capabilities regarding ecology are proof of their commitment to their living heritage, people with knowledge of the world, and of preserving the environment of living beings, especially of their sisters, the turtles. 

The Festival allows for the community of Armila to directly benefit from the protection of its traditions’ spirituality and of a measured sustainable development, following a life model that highlights people and community as living heritage. Their lives, in a traditional context co-exist with news of research activities, documentation, promotion or adoption performed by the guna people to also incorporate into a world, that’s suffering from lack of environmental equilibrium, and they’re aware of the role they play. 

The Festival respects cultural diversity, guna identity and the identity of the visitors and is conducted following rules and traditions of the community, that ensure peaceful co-existence and the role played by each family and individual towards the achievement of their goals. Young people play an active role in the organization and activities, guna women represent the pillar for the conservation of tradition, guided by wise men and women, where their knowledge of botany, nature, arts and their expressions form part of a worldview in which everything is interconnected, and songs, dances, music and speech are aligned with spirituality and harmony. 

	4.
Effectiveness 

	Criterion P.4 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity has demonstrated effectiveness in contributing to the viability of the intangible cultural heritage concerned’. Describe how the programme, project or activity has demonstrated such effectiveness and how it has contributed concretely to the strengthened viability of the heritage.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The relation between tradition and respect towards nature has motivated an interest in scientific careers among Armila’s student population, who participate in the festival with the support of university groups. This new generation of future professionals creates diffusion methods through technology, seeking to maintain a connection between those who live outside the community and their people. Some are organized and attend each year as part of an activity support group. Teachers prepare educational material, academic activities, thematic competitions that develop oral skills, speech and traditional content, for the students to explain and describe their experience with turtles and the importance of their beaches. The contests are extended to other educational centers in the area (debates, speeches, singing, drawings, mock-ups and recycled material artistic expressions). These practices are successful, not only in terms of viability of the element but also fostering leadership for the future. 

It also promotes the science club, responsible for experimental nurseries and of educating the population about the dangers caused by predators and garbage. 

The community is eager to enjoy publications, videos, articles and news presented during local Congress meetings and when they have visitors, it makes them feel as lead players in their own development and in the success of their activities. It is with good reason that the General Congress of Guna Culture declared Armila as a model for the community in the preservation of their culture in 2012. 

By quantifying the participation and encouraging the five areas of knowledge, the saglas or authorities warn about the practices being neglected and stress the women’s role in the continuity of their culture, from the lullaby in the hammock sung to kids about their origins and the future that awaits them. 

A collection of photos and audio and video documentation of the cultural activities that take place in the Armila Sea Turtle Festival, classified with a ISBN of the Ernesto J. Castillero National Library, are available to them and anyone interested. 

	5.
Community participation and consent

	Criterion P.5 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity is or has been implemented with the participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	5.a.
Participation of the community, group or individuals

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated in the programme, project or activity at all stages of its planning and implementation, including the role of gender.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The coordination of the organization of the Armila Sea Turtle Festival is led by Ignacio “Nacho” Crespo, and by Congress and the community of Armila who are responsible for finding sponsors, organizing the celebration of the chicha (traditional drink), and training the guides. 

Teachers and directives offer workshops, organize intercollegiate contest related to the conservation of the sea turtle and preservation of the environment (poetry, speech, debate, murals, mock-ups, recycled material crafts). 

Young people (male as well as female) play a big leadership role. They organize sporting events such as canoe races, volleyball, beach clean-ups, dances for children and adults (Gamibe Gun Galu Group). Most of the guides and experts in measuring and noting down the turtle’s dimensions are young women. 

Everyone has a place in the Festival and each one of its preparatory stages. During the festival, elderly people narrate folktales and stories about the turtles. These practices keep the oral traditions, poems, tales and songs alive, the oldest ones pass it on to their children or to a local interested in learning it. 

Organizers secured the support of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry (Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Panama Project, Directorate of National Artisanship with the Festival’s documentation, prizes, delivery of supplies; National Air Service and National Border Service, transporting visitors and State Radio and Television, as well as individuals, in dissemination).

From their community, from a public phone or cell phone that only gets service in the highest areas of the town, its organizers and the school’s administration track their external partners; and during local meetings follow-up on commissions and sporting teams. The team achieves their objectives thanks to their drive and hard work.

	5.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to this proposal and involvement in its preparation
Submitting States Parties shall involve the community, group or, if applicable, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned in the preparation of the proposal. Describe below how they have participated actively in preparing the proposal at all stages, including in terms of the role of gender. States Parties are reminded that the communities are essential participants throughout the conception and preparation of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
The free, prior and informed consent to the submission of the proposal from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Attach information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Guna Yala Comarca’s inventory of the intangible cultural heritage started out in 2011, the General Congress of Guna Culture participated in several trainings and designated ten researches who covered the communities, amongst them, Armila, where they identified with traditional practices associated to leatherback sea turtles. Ever since, those registered have signed authorizations to allow being documented. UNESCO’s recognition lists were explained in the trainings and in 2015 community leaders requested to apply for inscription to the Good Practices of Safeguarding List. A delegation travelled to MICI headquarters, and once again read their request for UNESCO. The spokespersons have been predominantly male, but the women have contributed greatly in the festival’s organization. The female School Principal together with female teachers have organized most of the workshops and contests; those who measure turtles and lead the guides are mostly women; and women also show a higher percentage of participation. This activity includes all ages and both genders.  

The documentation will include a video-recording of the community’s request (in 2015 and 2017), memo, supporting signatures, supportive resolution to the festival from the General Congress of the Guna Culture, and pictures of the community presenting the video that will be sent for nomination during the festival in May 2017.


	5.c.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
Email

f. 
Other relevant information

	a. Yaug Iba Foundation
b. Ignacio Crespo - Argar-interpreter of the sagla or local authority / Festival Coordinator 
  c. Armila, Guna Yala

  d. (507) 838-9968 / 6045 3055

	6.
Regional, subregional and/or international model 

	Criterion P.6 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity may serve as a subregional, regional or international model, as the case may be, for safeguarding activities’. Describe how the programme, project or activity may serve as such a model for safeguarding activities, identifying the particular components, methods or practices that would be relevant in other contexts. 

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The Armila Sea Turtle Festival is an example of a community that works together towards the protection of their beaches and in turn strengthens their traditions. 

Among the activities carried out during the festival, the following stand out: beach clean-ups, monitoring, patrolling to guard the nests. Local children protect these sea species, to keep predators, like dogs, black vultures and egg hunters away from the nests and newborns. Trained youth volunteers collect scientific data that will later be shared with the scientific community working directly towards the conservation efforts. This natural and cultural conservation project is worth being copied and implemented in other communities of the comarca, in the country and in any other region of the planet with similar geographic conditions or other circumstances offered by nature.

This program implements methods to minimize existing threats to endangered marine species, particularly to sea turtles. It exhibits cultural programs about conservation, through a festival where the community, schools, social organizations and all protection lovers would become multiplying agents for the protection of the biodiversity and cultural heritage of Armila. Additionally, the townspeople have created an alternative channel of sustainable development through a controlled, healthy, ecological and cultural research tourism.

Strengthening and dissemination are other key objectives of the festival, where bridges are created nationally and internationally in order to promote development and conservation of the environment and culture. Training activities in modern and traditional environmental education results in an improvement in the quality of life and a vitalization of cultural values of the oral tradition and its dances and music, as well as its artisanal practices. Protection of the turtles not only takes place in May or during the festival, it begins in January when the first ones are spotted until October when their arrival slows down.

The program includes a future plan to build a visitors’ center where they may study and exhibit their culture and how to preserve along with the turtles, year-round. 

	7.
Willingness to cooperate in the dissemination of best safeguarding practices 

	Criterion P.7 requires that ‘the submitting State(s) Party(ies), implementing body(ies), and community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned are willing to cooperate in the dissemination of best practices, if their programme, project or activity is selected’. Describe their willingness to cooperate in such dissemination.

If you attach supporting evidence demonstrating such willingness, especially expressed by the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned, indicate below what evidence you are providing and what form it takes. Such evidence, if any, shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Armilla wishes to set an example for its people, Panama and the world, as it was expressed in the video. Their interest in inviting biology students from universities and neighboring schools sets precedent in the commitment of this community with the ongoing project it’s taken on. Enthusiasm increases each year. 

They are aware that their costal position brings waste from other communities and boats in the area, the current washes up garbage and invades turtle spawning areas that must be kept clean. Beach clean-up campaigns point to new parallel needs and projects required to solve other problems. 

Some youngsters, despite being students or having a job outside of the community, assist in the festival’s organization; some are already geared towards marine biology studies. 

Ignacio Crespo, leader and promoter of the ongoing festival project and annual program, has visited several countries as a guest where he explains how the community embraces the turtles as part of their culture and how, at the same time they strengthen other guna traditional expressions. There are even been people from Panama City and other countries who have gone to Armila to video-record their model. He has been to universities and attended meetings in three cities in Mexico (Monterrey, Sonora and Mexico City); in the University of Saskashewan, Toronto, Canada; and is currently invited to England and Germany to present the guna culture, its art and its relationship with the environment. 

Armila is the fourth most important leatherback sea turtle nesting site in the Caribbean, considered to be the biggest turtle in the world, critically endangered according to the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and the CITES red list. For years, the inhabitants noticed that in May (yaug nii) the arrival of leatherback turtles (scientific name, Dermochelys coriácea) increases, and that it also increases in the following months for the hawksbill turtle (scientific name, Eretmochelys imbricata), these turtles come up to spawn in the local beaches. 

The community’s commitment to dissemination is shown in the infographic attached to the form and inventory. Scientists visitors are met in the house of Congress, they give interviews in Armila and in the city, as their goal isn’t only the dissemination of their activities, but also the promotion of State, national and international organisms support to solve multiple needs that may increase the standard of life of the community.  

	8.
Assessing the results

	Criterion P.8 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity features experiences that are susceptible to an assessment of their results’. Provide concrete examples of assessments that have been or are being carried out.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Each year is a period of work by commission before, during and after the festival, although there is a greater influx of turtles in May, they start showing up from February and decrease their arrival around September and October. The sagla or authority announces the first turtle sightings and groups begin preparing to count their arrivals, nests; beach clean-up; teachers organize debate groups, theatre performances, contests types; dancing groups practice their routines.
In accordance with the Safeguarding of ICH of Panama Project’s registration sheet model, its participants are registered in various categories of skills/knowledge and its kept updated; General Directorate of Artisanship created identification cards for artisans representing this practice (for the community of Armila as well as visiting communities), they wrote down their concerns and successes; the Ministry of Environment trains and records those working in turtle preservation and protection in a comprehensive and traditional manner to educate visitors. 

A list of the festival’s organizers, those who supervise guided visits and measure turtles, must be submitted every year; this information must also be provided to the Ministry of Environment, it is also sent to scientist Morrison Mas, who taught the youngsters how to measure turtles, signal nests and avoid lights that frighten and disorient turtles. A daily record of the number of turtles that made it to the coast to lay their eggs is kept. 

In the schools, each year teachers make a list of all the kids who participate (related to environment conservation and sea turtles) in debates, narratives, folktales, murals, mock-ups, crafts and recycled material decorations, also of children and young visitors, since contest winners receive gifts. 

Everything in the festival can be measured. Visitors, amount of boats used to transport to Armila those who arrived at Puerto Obaldia by land. After the festival is over, scientists, scholars, and some schools continue to arrive to watch the turtles. This is one of the reasons why there are ongoing efforts towards an additional project to build a visitors’ center, to display videos, photographs, protection measures, geographic characteristics of Armila, as well as training areas and promotion of crafts. 

	9.
Model for developing countries 

	Criterion P.9 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity is primarily applicable to the particular needs of developing countries’. Describe how the programme, project or activity may be relevant to the needs of developing countries and appropriate to their circumstances, identifying the particular components, methods or practices that would be relevant to them.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Armila is a remote community that has more interaction with the Colombian border than with Panamanian communities. Arriving by plane is expensive and by land and sea is even more expensive and involves a long journey. This community makes efforts and requests to procure formal education for students up to the twelfth grade (ages 17-18), currently it only goes up to the ninth grade (age 14), technology, medical attention, wastewater system and disposal of waste. Agriculture and local trade is its greatest resource, and fishing when the tides allows it. These circumstances concern the community because it is causing a gradual depopulating and the young generation begins to leave their culture behind. 

To the raise self-esteem of its people, commit themselves to their future, take pride in their Festival, for Armila to be able to preserve its culture with the ecological values that characterize it. It requires a particular emphasis on beach clean-ups, cleaning their shores from garbage that washes up. Involving State institutions in their Festival is a way to fight for their goals; there’s no electricity for the whole area, only through plants that run on gasoline during specific hours; the molas they sew for their use and sale are hard to sell at favorable prices since not many visitors arrive, but even then, they sew molas with turtle designs on them. What does this all mean? That Armila is a model community for overcoming problems and limitations through community organization. 

Local guna authorities bear a great responsibility to educate through oral tradition (folktales from the grandparents, their concept of an equilibrium between earth and sea and their sisters, the turtles). This is a model of how we should view our environment and be responsible for it. Methods implemented to teach children include formal and community education. For instance, families (adults and children) cooperate by collecting leatherback newborns that enter the community and guiding them towards the sea. Their personal stories are expressed through their exhibitions, debates, essays and murals; these activities are models of how to work and value the environment of the life of others and their own. 

Community financial resources are not dependent on tourism as a way of sustainable development, but they do benefit from the four days of the festival, offering local and international cuisine and accommodations; however, guided turtle tours are free of cost. They’re interested in visits from scientist and student groups from neighboring guna communities, with few students each time, so they can learn their oral history, how to take care of their beaches, even if leatherback turtles don’t spawn in their areas. 

	10.
Documentation

	The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the proposal. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the programme, project or activity is selected. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the proposal and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	
documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French
 
ten recent photographs in high definition

 
grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photographs (Form ICH-07-photo)

 
edited video (from five to ten minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French 
 
grant of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	11.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The proposal should be signed by an official empowered to do so on behalf of the State Party, and should include his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multinational proposals, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the proposal.

	Name:

Eduardo Palacios
Title:
Deputy Minister of Commerce and Industries
Date:
28 March 2018
Signature:
 <signed>
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