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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multinational nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Iraq

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Provision of services and hospitality during the Arba'in visitation

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	توفير الخدمة والضيافة في الزيارة الاربعينية

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1), mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Serving the Visitors of Abu Abdullah Al Hussein, Husseinian Services Processions and Rituals Associations. 

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	Hundred of thousands of Iraqis provide services and hospitality during the Arba'in visitation. This social practice linked to a religious event cuts across religious or ethnic affiliations albeit members of the Shiite community are the majority of the practitioners. Furthermore, in recent years, a limited but growing number of people from other Arabian and foreigner countries have joined in the practice that is open to all. 

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating, if possible, the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories. Submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The Provision of Services and Hospitality during the Arba'in Visitation is a social practice performed across the central and southern regions of Iraq from where processions of visitors, or pilgrims, converge towards the Holy City of Karbala situated about 100 km south of the Iraqi capital of Baghdad.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multinational nominations, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Al Ogili
Given name:

Iman
Institution/position:

The Cultural Relations Directorate/ The Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities, in-charge of the International Organizations, Iraqi expert in the field of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
Address:

Al Eskan St., Al Mansour, Baghdad, Iraq
Telephone number:

+(964)7811755412, +(964)7706922442
Email address:

emanalogili@gmail.com


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multinational files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	     

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community;
b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element;
c. any specific roles, including gender-related ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element; and

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides the communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Every year around the 20th of the Islamic month of Safar, the Iraqi province of Karbala receives millions of visitors in what is today one of the most populous religious pilgrimages in the world. Hailing from different Iraqi regions and abroad, visitors walk to the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein (p), the grandson of the Prophet Mohammad (pbuh), to revive the Arba’in remembrance which  marks the end of the mourning period following Hussein's martyrdom during the battle of Karbala ( Al-Taff Battle) that happened on the 10th of Muharram 61 AH (680 AD). 

A vast number of private people and non-governmental bodies contribute their time and resources to provide pilgrims with free services and amenities along the roads leading to Karbala. Thousands of Husseinian services and rituals associations (mawakib) created by members of extended families, practitioners of a trade, villagers, neighbours, friends, religious and non-religious institutions, etc. collect donations throughout the year. Starting at least two weeks before the date of Arba'in, these associations set up temporary facilities or reopen more permanent ones closed during the rest of the year along the pilgrimage routes leading to Karbala. Facilities include prayer halls, guest-houses, kitchens and stands where various services are offered: food and drinks, medical care, the washing of pilgrims' clothes, foot and leg massages, the repair of shoes, etc. Large numbers of people also open their houses for the free over-night accommodation of visitors, whereas thousands of volunteers work through organisations and institutions to ensure logistics. The provision of hospitality and services to pilgrims is an immense display of charity through volunteering and social mobilisation and a defining element of Iraq's cultural identity. 

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender-related ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If so, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	-The people in charge and members of Husseinian services associations who maintain facilities and provide services along the pilgrimage routes.

- Female and male cooks who prepare different types of foods, sweets, juice, etc. day and night during the period of the visitation.

- Iraqi families (men, women and children) inside and outside the province of Karbala who open their houses to accommodate and provide food and various services to visitors.

-The administration of the two Holy Shrines of Imam Hussein and Abbas in Karbala who play a central role in organising and facilitating the work of the services associations: registering and allocating spaces along the pilgrimage routes, centralising some of the donations and redistributing them through the associations. The two shrines also coordinate the provision of free medical care, maintain and supply complexes for the free accommodation of pilgrims, etc.

-The volunteer guides (men and women) in the centers for lost visitors whose role is to help the latter find their way and reunite with members of their families or parties. 

-The volunteers of both sexes from the local governments and other public institutions, non-governmental organisations, school pupils and university students, etc. who offer their help and support to all visitors, and take part in removing waste and cleaning the holy city of Karbala and its entrances.

- The volunteer medical teams (men and women) who provide treatement and medication, including emergency care.

-The benefactors who contribute in cash or in kind donations (food and drinks, blankets, beds sheets, rugs, medical equipment, etc.). 

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	-The element and all its components are transmitted through the joint participation of members of all generation and both genders within Husseinian services associations that are often family-based. The period of Arba’in is a public holiday and children spend time with adults in the guest-houses or pavilions set up along the pilgrimage routes where they help with preparing and distributing food and drinks and with the various tasks associated with the provision of services and hospitality. 

- The Iraqi media (television and satellite channels, newspapers, magazines and social media) give wide visibility to the practice. 

- The works of writers and poets recall the visitation and praise its accompaning social practice of hospitality and services.

- Numerous stories and traditions recall the fate of Imam Hussein (p) and the religious rituals and social practices related to the event.

- In recent years, books, research papers, encyclopaedia entries about the visitation and associated social practices have been published by the holy shrines, religious endowments, universities and research centres.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have for its community nowadays?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The element is a social practice with deep roots in the Iraqi and Arab tradition of hospitality towards guests with the added religious dimension of service to pilgrims – a special category of guests – for the sake of spiritual reward from Allah through the blessing of Imam Hussein (p). 

Ordinary citizens and wealthy benefactors alike contribute donations without disclosing their identities and host and serve pilgrims irrespective of the latter’s background. The element is therefore a social leveller and one that ensures cooperation and cohesion between different generations and across economic, educational, ethnic and other social categories. It also plays an important part in ensuring social interdependence and wealth redistribution. Furthermore, the element has a long legacy of bridging between religious groups in Iraq with hospitality and services provided to pilgrims by non-Shiite families or Husseinian services associations who live along the pilgrimage routes. Finally, the element plays a significant role in the rapprochement between cultures and nationalities since hospitality and services are extended to the many pilgrims originating from foreign countries. 

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	There is no  part of the element's practices that goes against international terms of human rights instruments or the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals. On the contraty, the provision of services and hospitality during the Arba’in Visitation contributes significantly to strengthening social bonds, friendship, closeness and cooperation between the practitioners. The element also promotes mutual respects between communities, groups and individuals, together with social justice, solidarity and equity. In the practive of the element, all people are recognizes as equal, and harmony is fostered between people regardless of gender, age, nationality, ethnicity, customs, cultures, religion or language. Consequently, this social practice is a powerful means to guarantee peace and respect for human rights and the sustainable development.

It is worth mentioning that, annually and through the voluntarism collective efforts, many of Iraqi communities, groups and even individuals, as well as the participation of the related NGOs and in cooperation and coordination with the relevant governmental institutions plant the central squares and the external roads that are used by the visitors with different kinds of trees as part of the environmental protection. In addition to that and after the completion of the visitation's rituals; the concerned communities are also involved in the cleaning campaigns for waste removal from the Holy City of Karbala and all the regions and districts leading to it as a move to preserve the cleanliness of the environment in all areas that are used by the visitors during the Visitation. 

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription would contribute to ensuring the visibility and awareness of the significance of intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue that respects cultural diversity.
(vi) How could the inscription of the element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general (and not only of the inscribed element itself) and raise awareness of its importance?

(i.a) Please explain how this would be achieved at the local level.

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	At the local level, the inscription of the element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage will effectively contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural  heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance for communities, groups and individuals concerned. The inscription of the element on the Representative List will also lead to make community members safeguarding all aspects of the intangible cultural heritage including this element on the propagation about its importance, cosequently;  this will make the younger generations be more interested in and take it as their own identity. The inscription will also contribute to establish a mutual respect and extend bridges of rational dialogues between communities and encourage them to develop and revive all forms and domains of the intangible cultural  heritage present on the Iraqi lands. 

	(i.b) Please explain how this would be achieved at the national level.
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	At the national level, the inscription of the element will direct the attentions of social medias,TV and broadcasting channels to highlight the importance of the intangible cultural heritage and increase the awareness of its significance.This matter will encourage the relevant institutions  and governmental  boards to intensify their national efforts to define the importance of the 2003 Convention and secure its implementation at the national level. In addition to that, the inscription will have a positive effect on urging the government to take its responsibility to issuing laws and legislations that guaranty the sustainability of the intangible cultural heritage present on the whole state. 

	 (i.c) Please explain how this would be achieved at the international level.
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	At the international level, the inscription will contribute significantly to outstand the essential role  carried out by the intangible cultural heritage to devote  the comprehensive culture and social assurance sustained with its supreme human values among the world. It will also play an important part to building  bridges of cultural communication, strengthening the spirit of  closeness and encouraging dialogues that respect cultural diversity among civilizations.  In addition to that, the inscription will strengthen the bilateral, regional and international cooperation among states parties in the field of exchanging information, experiences, cultural experts and sharing of best practices relevant to the intangible cultural heritage.

	(vii) How would dialogue among communities, groups and individuals be encouraged by the inscription of the element?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of the element on the Representative List will encourage to open new horizons for a constructive dialogue, rapprochement, solidarity and closeness among communities, groups and individuals concerned. It will also promote the manifestation of a peaceful living and at the same time unifying form of cultural diversity, since different people practice the same element in different way,and its social practice presents one of the largest collection that required the involvement of groups of people who promote the spirit of humanitarian cooperation based on trust, respect and mutual dialogue and bring people together regardless their different ethnics, religions and sectarian affiliations.  

	(viii) How would human creativity and respect for cultural diversity be promoted by the inscription of the element?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of the element will ensure the continuity of ancient rituals, inspire people of different ethnic, religious, age, language, culture and social backgrounds to enjoy participating in various aspects of the visitation's activities. The inscription will also ensure and enrich the cultural diversity of Iraqi local culture and the other Arabian and foreigner countries culture, who have joined in the practice and promote divers forms of feelings of local identity, continuity and universality at the regional and sub-regional levels and it will deepen mutual respect and understanding.

The inscription will contribute to increase acquaintance, peaceful coexistence, thoughts and experiences exchanging, as well as its contribution to promote human creativity, that more people will be interested in learning and mastering many languages in addition to their mother- tongue language.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	- Continuation of hundreds of Iraqi families who are keen on preserving the old customs inherited from their ancestors through accommodation the visitors of Imam Hussein in their own houses  and providing them with various services.
- Participation of the two Holy Shrines of Imam Hussein and Abbas in promoting the element through allocating huge budgets to cover several aspects and activities concerned the element; conferences, meetings, documenting, publishing books and encyclopedias as well as acheiving various services projects allocated to the practitioners of the element.
- Participation of communities concerened, service commissions and rituals associations, research centers and related NGOs, in meetings, seminars, scientific symposiums, training workshops  and conferences relevant to the element. 

- Preparing hundreds of studies, research and books, and printing hundreds of indications and guidance brochures, educative posters and in many different languages as well as producing hundreds of documentary video films that document all aspects relevant to the element.

- Issuing two parts of massive encyclopedias related to all traditions and rituals accompanying the practicing of the Arba'in Visitation in general and the nomination element in particular..

- The creation of a group of specialized committees and of both sexes who are proficient in more than one language to can communicate with foreign visitors during practicing the element. 
- Setting up services processions and pavillions throughout the regions and roads leading to the Holy City of Karbala and decorating them with flags and banners of different coluors inscribed with messages of peace, love and loyality to Imam Hussein (p), to attract the attention of the general public, especially  the young people and children.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify any external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What past and current efforts has it made in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	- Recognizance the period of the Arba'in Visitation as a public holiday and for a duration ranging from three to seven days.
- Cooperation and coordination among all relevant governmental institutions to  adopt  procedures that facilitate and guarantee the participation of visitors from abroad and to ensure the continuation of the element's practice at the regional and international levels . 
- Involving in providing financial support to setting up services processions and pavilions in various areas leading to Karbala, and providing all necessary means of transportations. This will actively contribute to encourage the others non-practicing people to practice the element.

- Participation of all governmental media ( television and satellite channels, newspapers, magazines and social media ) in documenting the element's rituals throughout the period of the visitation and giving wide visibility to the event.

- Participation in conferences, seminars, workshops and meetings that emphasize on the importance of the element among communities and disscus all aspects relevant to ensure its continuation.

- Establishing the Academic Scientific Council that deals with  all components of the Arba'in Visitation in general and this element in particular.

 - The government had held two workshops on the implementation of the 2003 Convention and the preparation of the nomination files, in cooperation with UNESCO in Erbil province in 2014 and in Amman / Jordan in 2015, and this has helped the promotion of safeguarding the element.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help ensure that the viability of the element is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	- The development and rehabilitation of religious sites and the establishment of service facilities adjacent to them and connecting them in ways that facilitate the transfer of access of the pilgrims to the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein as it is considered the memory place for practicing the Arba'in rituals. 
- Suggesting for establishing a plant for recycling tons of waste left after the completion of the  visitation and in cooperation and coordination among the two Holy Shrines of Imam Hussein and Abbas and the local government of Karbala, and a portion of the plant's financial profits will be allocated to fulfill additional services' projects being offered to the pilgrims and visitors who are expected to be increased in numbers especially after the inscription of the element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
- Establishing a National Media Center specialized in transmitting the element's rituals to the public audience, and this can effectively contribute to promote the visibility of the element at local, national and international levels. 
- Considering the date of the element's inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage as a religious occasion to be celebrated every year by all Iraqis at the national level.
- Developing an electronic website on which all the practices, activities, publications, maps, database, photographic photos,videos and statistics related to the element are achieved and documented.

- Inserting the element in the curriculum of the ministries of Education and Higher Education for Scientific Research, especially in the curriculum of the Faculty of Hospitality and Tourism, Sociology and Islamic Studies Colleges and involving the element's bearers in preparing the educational programmes. 

- Enlarging the tasks of voluntary work through making youth forums, NGOs members and governmental bodies participate in the event after qualifying their capabilities on presenting different services to the visitors, to ensure the widest possible participation of communities, groups and individuals in practicing the element.

- Involving governmental and non- governmental media in raising awareness of the importance of the intangible cultural heritage through preparation of cultural and educational programmes as well as production of documentary films that contribute to highlighting various components of the intangible cultural heritage that present on the Iraqi territories including this element.

- The establishment of an annual international festival to introduce the importance of the element with the participation of all governmental and non-governmental bodies. 

- Issuing the third part of the Encyclopedia of the Arba'in Visitation in which the element is documented.

- Karbala Center for Studies and Research plans to hold an international conference in Karbala province during the current year 2018 and for the period from 1-7 of Safar, that deals with all rituals accompanying the Arba'in Visitation including aspects related to the nominated element.. 

- Adoption of the element as a creative modal for developing the religious tourism in Iraq.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	- Setting up laws and regulations and taking the necessary procedures that ensure the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures and guarantee the continuation of the element to the coming generations.

- The formation of committee with the partnership of communities concerned to follow-up the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures at both, governmental and non-governmental levels.
- Encouraging the bearers and practitioners of the element to participate in meetings, seminars, workshops, symposiums and youth forums on intangible cultural heritage and involving them in developing the educational programmes.
- Involving of the governmetal media, governmental organizations, TV channals and Iraqi Media Network to improve the tasks of the suggested establishment of the National Media Center related to the element throug providing it with cultural experts, photographers, journalists and media professionals.

- Encouraging school pupils and university students to participate in photo and video competitions related to the element and allocating prizes to winners.  
- Strengthening mutual cooperation among all governmental institutions concerned with Intangible Cultural Heritage so that the element can acquire its appropriate cultural position from the government's point of view.

- Issuing publications on all aspects related to the element and in several languages.

- Archiving and documenting the religious practices and all rituals related to the element.

- Activating the role of communication and social network in order to raise awareness and publicize the importance and sustainability of the element.  

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In addition to the participation of all official bodies to suggest measures to safeguarding the element, however; the bearers and practitioners, services and rituals associations and the relevant NGOs members of both sexes had an active role in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, through their participations in all meetings and workshops conducted by the committee in charge with the nomination, which was formed in June 2016 by Karbala Center for Studies and Research and in cooperation with Cultural Relations Directorate and members of the two Holy Shrines of Imam Hussein and Abbas as well as NGOs.

All groups and the mentioned bodies assured to continue exchainging discussions and setting up participatory plans for the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures and adoption appropriate future projects aimed to safeguarding the element.

The committee also met with the councilor of the Administration of Imam Hussein Holy Shrine Mr. Fadhel Yass Awaz Al-Shamari, who is in charge of running about ( 23500 ) thousands of services processions ( mawakib ) to obtain detailed information and take into consideration the safeguarding measures proposed by him.

It is worth mentioning that all the relevant bodies expressed their willingness to be involve with the governmental bodies to developing practical plans for the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies) and, if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Cultural Relations Directorate / MInistry of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities
Name and title of the contact person:

Falah Hassan Shaker
Address:

 Baghdad/AL- Mansour - AL- Escan St.  
Telephone number:

+(964)7710555559 
Email address:

falah_shaker@mocul.gov.com
Karbala Center for Studies and Research / Adminisration of Imam Hussein Holy Shrine

Abdul Ameer Al Qrashy

Karbala Province

+(964)7700478587,+(964)7801863341  
qrashy2009@yahoo.com

Cultural Relations Directorate / Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities

Iman Abdul Wahhab Abdul Rehman
Baghdad/ AL- Mansour - AL- Escan St. 

+(964)7706922442, +(964)7811755412

emanalogili@gmail     
Cultural Relations Directorate / Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities
Reasheed Jabar Shinjar
+(964)7736489722

reasheed_jabar@yahoo.com
Cultural Relations Directorate / Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities
Al Ataf Ibrahim Khaleel

+(964)7807742910

ataaf_85_1@yahoo.com

Karbala Center for Studies and Research / Administration of Imam Hussein Holy Shrine

Ameer Kamel Jawad

Karbala Province

+(964)7717052449

Ameer_planning@yahoo.com

Administration of Imam Hussein Holy Shrine

Ja'afar Ramadhan Abed

+(964)7723718232


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have actively participated in all stages of the preparation of the nomination, including in terms of the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of other parties concerned, including, where appropriate, local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and preparation of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	- To prepare the drafting of the nomination file for a possible inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, the specialists of the Cultural Relations Directorate had organized 5-day trainning workshop for the members of the committee in charge with the nomination and for the period from 1-5 of July, 2016 to discuss the mechanisms of preparing the inventory card and the nomination file. And in order to start the process of preparing the file, the committee and throughout 2016 and 2017 had held several coordinating meetings and seminars with the concerned governmental and non-governmental bodies, the bearers and practitioners of both sexes, number of clerics, administrations of the two Holy Shrines of Imam Hussein and Abbas, Husseinian services and rituals associations, many of Iraqi families, volunteers, guiders and medical staff of both genders,experts, universities' professors and students, members of relevants NGOs, in order to gather the required documents, detailed information statistic and data, photographs and the video films related to the element.

- Moreover, the members of the committee and during their field work interviewed with all involved community bodies on granting their free, prior and informed consents letters, submitted for the inscription of the nomination element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

 - In addition, on 10 September 2017, the committee held 3-day meeting in Karbala Center for Studies and Research with the participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned, to review the first draft of the file as well as elaborate their past, current and proposed safeguarding measures and discuss the methods of their implementation. 

- On 9 November 2017, ( 20th of Safar ) and while millions of pilgrims from inside and outside of Iraq performed their rituals of the Arba'in Visitation in the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein, the committee had held the final meeting to review the final version of the file and to be transmitted to the translation into English. 

- Finally, the edited video film on The Provision of Services and Hospitality during the Arba'in Visitation, subtitled in English, was produced by Iraqi Media Network with the participation of the specialized members of the Cultural Relations Directorate. 

 It is worth mentioning that on 10 November 2017, a number of the committee met the Representative of the Supreme Religious Authority in the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein Sheikh Abdul Mahdi Al Karbalaee for discussion in the proposed safeguarding measures, who in turn confirmed to take all necessary procedures that will support and ensure the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures. 

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The free, prior, and informed consent letters, in the written form ( annexed herewith ), have been written in Arabic and translated into English. They include;

- ( 42 ) consent letters related to the bearers of the element form different components of Iraqi people. 
- (19 ) letters that reflect the consents of (94) of the representatives of the Husseinian Departments of Processions and Rituals Associations, the heads of units and the responsibles of the processions in many of Iraqi provinces and districts.
- ( 16 ) collective consent letters that reflect the consents of (205) of  various components of the Iraqis of both genders, the consents include; ( universities professors, processions and pavilions owners, researchers, cultural experts, engineers, employees, retiress and wage earners, doctors, pharmacists and nurses, university students and school pupils, housewives, media, poets and the representatives of the NGOs ).

- A consent letter from the General Secretariat of the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein which is responsible with the Holy Shrine of Imam Abbas for the management of (29600) thousands of processions (mawakib). The letter is signed by the Secretary General of the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein Mr. Ja'afar Al Musawi.
- A consent letter from the General Secretariat of the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein with its staff and volunteers of about (5000) thousands of individuals.The letter is signed by the Secretary General of the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein Mr, Ja'afar Al Musawi.

- A consent letter in the name of the Administration of Karbala Center for Studies and Research and its employees.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of specific knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that the inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words. 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	No, there are no restrictions or customary practices governing access to the element, whereas the whole communities are freely and actively practiced all aspects of the element whether  (male or female, young or elder) and it is fully open for visitors from different persuasions and nationalities to join in the rituals that are opened to all. Therefore, there is no part in the element that is defined as secret or prohibited to be publically practised or attended. 


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity;

b. 
Name and title of the contact person;

c. 
Address;

d. 
Telephone number;

e. 
Email address;

f. 
Other relevant information.

	a. Karbala Centre for Studies and Research

b. Abdul Ameer Al Qrashy

c. Karbala Province, Al Baladiya District

d. +(964)7700478587, +(964)7801863341

e. qrashy2009@yahoo.com, karbalaa.alqrashy@gmail.com

a. Al Ayn Social Foundation

b. Ahmad Abdul Hussein

c. Karbala Province

d. +(964)7703298965

e. INFO@aynyateem

a. Ahal Al-Ata'a Charity Foundation
b.Mohamad Kamel Jabar 

c.Baghdad 

d.+(964) 7811330575 

e. Mohamadkami51@yahoo.com
a. Azzahraa Foundation for Religious and Seminary Studies  

b. Sua'ad Ayish Gafel 

c. Baghdad
d. +(964)7802559942
e. Foundation,alzahra@gmail.com 

a. Al Rafidain Organization for Cultural Dialogue

b. Entisar Lateef Al Sabti

c. Karbala Province

d. +(964)7718313283

e. e.antzaralspt@yahoo.com

a. Tender without Border Organization

b. Mohammad Kareem Al Sa'adi

c. Karbala Province

d. +(964)770802469

e. Iraq.Younq2014@gmail.com

a. Hotel Association for Public Services

b. Mohammad Sadiq Abd

c. Karbala Province

d. +(964)7706320111

e. aRbeta_karbala@yahoo.com

a. Iraqi Center for Media Studies and Research

b. Majed Khudhair Al Khafaji

c. Karbala Province

d. +(964)7705388888

e. Icmsr_ngo@yahoo.com

a. Amar Charity Foundation
b. Ali Naser Mothana  

c.Baghdad 

d.+(964)7807370306 

e. baghdadoffice@amaricf.org 

a. Council of Karbala for Public Services

b. Yousif Taleb Mostafa

c. Karbala Province

d. +(964)7801508213

e. Ayan_karbala@yahoo.com

a. Al RiyadahOrganization for Community and Sustainable Development

b. Monjed Hameed Majeed

c. Karbala Province

d. +(964)7812121283

e. info@riyadahev.com

a. Al Kafeel Foundation for Human Rights

b. Adel Ja'afar Taqi

c. Karbala Province

d. +(964)7801012938

e. a.g.f@alkafeel.com
a. Al-Hayat Organization for Humanitarian Relief

b. Oday No'man Darweesh

c. Baghdad

d.+(964)7709365872

e. orphamlifo@yahoo.com

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The inclusion of the nominated element in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to the nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element in an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
National List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Iraq for 2014 and Updating in 2017.
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

The Cultural Relations Directorate  
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating process is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

To ensure identification with a view of safeguarding the Iraqi intangible cultural heritage, the Cultural Relations Directorate, for being authorized body by the Iraqi government, commenced to prepare the First National List of the ICH of the Republic of Iraq in 2014 and that included many of Iraqi intangible cultural heritage elements. And based on the desire and the participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned, and according with article (12.1) of the 2003 Convention, the Natiional List was updated in 2017 and this element listed under number ( 4 ). The Cultural Relations Directorate will conduct work on further updating of the mentioned List for every 1-2 years by the cooperation and participation with all concerned community members. 
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in the relevant inventory(ies):

The Provision of Services and Hospitality during the Arba'in Visitation, and listed under number  ( 4 ) in the relevant National List. 
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

17/ August / 2017
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the role of the gender of the participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

The element "The Provision of Services and Hospitality during the Arba'in Visitation"  was defined according with the domain of "social practices, rituals and festive events", being identified in ( Article 2.2) of the 2003 Convention. All information contained in the inventory card was gathered and documented by the committee in charge with the nomination file and its working groups through holding several coordinating meetings and seminars with the relevant community members of both sexes; Husseinian services associations and administrations, representatives of the two Holy Shrines of Imam Hussein and Abbas, governmental and non-governmental organizations, governmental bodies, volunteers, fund's donators, practitioners, experts of institutes and centers, as well as many of those families who are used annually to hosting hundreds of visitors in their homes and providing them with all necessary services.

It is worth mentioning that the declarations and consent letters being collected from the relevant  community members ( annexed herewith ) guarantee their involvement at all stages of the nomination process.
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. four hyperlinks in total, to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

The Iraqi inventory is not available online, thus the Republic of Iraq attached with the nomination file a documentary evidence in both languages ( English and Arabic ) issued by the Cultural Relations Directorate under the Ministry of Culture,Tourism and Antiquities and signed on 15/3/2018, demonstrating that the nominated element of "The Provision of Services and Hospitality during the Arba'in Visitation" is included in the National List of the ICH of the Republic of Iraq for 2014 and updating in 2017 as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the 2003 Convention.The Cultural Relations Directorate was also attached with the nomination file the Iraqi National List of the ICH elements as well as exact copies of texts of the inventory card of the nominated element "The Provision of Services and Hospitality during the Arb'in Visitation", in an English and the origional Arabic language. 


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for activities geared at ensuring the visibility of the element if it is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that the related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of the community concerned is other than English or French;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language, if different;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

ten recent photographs in high definition;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo);
 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from five to ten minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video).

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, the principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	1- Books:

- Al Arba 'in Visitation, Implications and Prospects Steps in Human Development and Strategic Planning of the Visitation Fields, Mohammad Abdul Redha Hadi Al Saedi, Waffa Printinghouse,2015.

- The Universality of Al Arba 'in Visitation, Department of Media at the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein, Dar Al Warth for Printing and Publishing, Karbala, 2016.

- Secrets of Al Arba 'in Visitation, Ebraheem Hussein Al Baghdadi, First edition, 2012, Dar Al Amira for Printing and Publishing, Beirut.

- Al Arba 'in Visitation and the Philosophy of Walking to Imam Hussein, Haider Al Sumyani, First edition, 2015, Department of Intellectual Affairs, The Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein.

- Al Arba 'in in the Shiite Heritage, Mohammad Mohsen Al Husseini Al Tahrani, Dar Al Mahja Al Bayda, Beirut, 2005.

- Noor Al Ayn in Walking to visit the Tomb of Imam Hussein, Al Sheikh Mohammad Hassan Al Estahbabati, Al Rafid Foundation for Publishing, 2000.

- Al Hussein in Christian Thought, Intwan Bara, Second edition, Al Kuwait, 1980.

- The Path of Imam Hussein to Karbala, Ahmad Elaiwi Saheb, First edition, Dar Al Warth, 2014, Karbala Center for Studies and Research.

- Riadh Al Arifeen in Arba 'in Visitation, Adel Al Alawi, First edition1431Hejiri.

- Tragedy of Karbala, Ibraheem Al Haidari, First edition, Dar Al Saqi, Beirut, 1999.

2- Magazines, Studies, Articles and Websites:

- Al Arba 'in Visitation to Imam Hussein, its Implications, Secrets and Goals, Ali Al Qutbi Al Husseini, Al Noor Foundation for Media and Culture.

- Al Arba 'in Visitation is the Holy Season of Sorrow, Mohammad Al Safar, 2009, Annabaa Network, http://annabaa.org/arabic/ashuraa/4356

- Arba 'inia Imam Hussein is the Record of the Immortal Time, the site of Al Sabatani International Establishment,www.sibtayn.com

- Al Arba 'in Visitation is a march of Human Perfection,www.alsirazi.net

- The March to Karbala, Mohammad Ja'far Al Kashwani, Al Noor Establishment for Media and Culture,2012,www.alnoor.se/article

- Al Arba 'in Visitation is the Birth of Life,not the End of Devitalized, Hameed Shaker, the site of Dorar Al Iraq,https://www.doraralirag.net

- Al Arba 'in Visitation and the New Iraq, Al Kafeel International Network, http://alkafeel.net

- Al Arba 'in Visitation  is Husseini's Approach to the Freedoms of Sustainability, Al Kafeel International Network,http://alkafeel.net

- Al Arba 'in Visitation and the European Visitors, Tasneem International Agency

- Abstracts of the international scientific conference of Al Arba 'in Visitation, issued by a group of researchers under Karbala Center for Studies and Research, 2017

- The National Media Center for Al Arba 'in Visitation, https://c-karbala.com/arabic/tags/657

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should be signed by the official empowered to do so on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multinational nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Falah Hassan Shaker
Title:
General Director of the Cultural Relations Directorate, Ministry of Culture,Tourism & Antiquities
Date:
30 August 2018 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
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