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Ssirum is a valuable heritage of Korean nation that has fostered people's strength, courage, 

wisdom and united force for a long time. 

Thanks to the correct policy of the Workers' Party of Korea on protecting national heritage, 

Ssirum is further encouraged and regarded as a part of the life of Korean people. 

Thinking that it absolutely coincides with the spirit of the international convention 2003 for the 

protection of intangible cultural heritage to inscribe Ssirum on the Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and serves as a favorable occasion for the protection of 

intangible cultural heritage in Korea, we agree on its nomination whole-heartedly. 

RYONG Ju, Director-General of the National Authority for Protection of Cultural Heritage 

HYON Sang Ju, Chairman of the Central Committee of the General Federation of Trade Unions 

of Korea 

RI Myong Gil, Chairman of the Central Committee of the Union of Agricultural Workers of Korea 

JON Yong Nam, Chairman of the Central Committee of the Kimilsungist-Kimjongilist Youth 

League 

KIM 11 Guk, Minister of the Ministry of Physical Culture and Sports 

Paek Pong Son, Chairman of the Central Broadcasting Committee of Korea 

KO Myong Hui, Vice-Minister of the Ministry of Agriculture 

JON Chan Ju, Head of the Sports Science Institute under the Ministry of Physical Culture and 

Sports 

28th December, 2016 
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Letter of Consent 

Ssirum is a popular national physical game enjoyed by all Korean people. Ssirum, which is 

played among people competing with each other in their techniques and strength on folk days or at 

the break of work, add to people the fragrance of nationality peculiar to Koreans and the vitality of 

life so that they can devote themselves to the social development with the sound body and the 

persevering mind. 

For me making it the lifelong will to protect, develop, and transmit the national games to the 

rising generations, it is very exciting for Ssirum to be inscribed on the Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Actively supporting the nomination of Ssirum for the inscription on the Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, I state my mind to devote my remaining years to writing 

books for the sustainable development of Ssirum. 

0 Chang Bok, Vice~President of the Korea University of Physical Education 

20th July, 2014 
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Letter of Consent 

In my village, I haven't been known by the name Ju Chang Yong but by the name the "eldest 

man in Ssirum Family". 

This is because I have improved the techniques of Ssirum at leisure while engaging in farming 

for about 50 years, thus being known as a famous "Ssirum bearer and practitioner" and "Ssirum 

trainer". 

I am 72 years old now, but when I see the young people competing in their strength at Ssirum 

site, I feel much younger enough to compete with them, and that makes me love Ssirum 

throughout my life, I think. 

Being proud of Ssirum that is loved by all Koreans to be nominated for the inscription on the 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, I support it whole-heartedly. 

JU Chang Yong (aged 72) from Ryongchon County, North Phyongan Province 

20th April, 2014 



3 



Letter of Consent 

Ssirum is a valuable heritage of Korean nation that is loved not only by men but also by women. 

On folk days and other national holidays when the husbands and sons compete with each other 

in Ssirum displaying their youth and courage, women cook folk dishes and go to the Ssirum sites 

with them to cheer them enthusiastically. 

When we dry their sweat and entertain them with Makkoli (raw liquor) who have won and are 

cheered by spectators, we feel a high sense of excitement that is peculiar to a Ssirum site. 

I am very happy to hear that Ssirum will be nominated for the inscription on the Representative 

List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and consent to it whole-heartedly. 

RIM Jong Ae (female), Vice-Chairman of the Pyongyang Municipal Committee, 

Socialist Women's Union of Korea 

10th December, 2016 
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Letter of Consent 

Our province has many villages that have the tradition of Ssirum and lots of people who have a 

high level of Ssirum techniques and transmit them to the rising generations. 

They hate to lose in the competition with the people of other provinces and they love Ssirum as 

much. 

Very pleased to see that Ssirum, the valuable heritage of Korean nation that is loved by all the 

people in the province, will be nominated for the inscription on the Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, we agree on and support it whole-heartedly on behalf of 

the fans and Ssirum wrestlers of North Phyongan Province. 

RO Chol Min, Chairman of North Phyongan Provincial Ssirum Association 

SONG Yong 11, Head of Ssirum Club of Sinam Cooperative Farm, Ryongchon County, North 

Phyongan Province 

HYON Ju Nam, Head of Ssirum Club of Namap Cooperative Farm, Yomju County, North 

Phyongan Province 

20th September, 2014 
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Letter of Consent 

We took part in the juvenile event of the National Inter-provincial Ssirum Contest this year. 

Though young, we are fond of Ssirum. 

Fathers, mothers and teachers praise us for doing Ssirum well, and even grandfathers and 

grandmothers we don't know pat us and offer foods when we win the games, which makes us feel 

very proud of ourselves. 

Our teacher told us that the world would see our Ssirum matches and we were beside ourselves 

with joy. 

We will train Ssirum techniques and study harder than ever before so that the world people will 

see our good performance when we grow up. 

YANG Jin Hyok, pupil at Ryongbuk Primary School, Taesong District, Pyongyang 

JIN Hyok 11, pupil at Paeksa Primary School, Sinuiju City, North Phyongan Province 

KIM Song Un, pupil at Kumsa Primary School, Hamhung City, South Hamgyong Province 

JU Sok Jin, pupil at Thongchon Junior Middle School, Thongchon County, Kangwon Province 

KANG Yu Hyok, pupil at Choyu Senior Middle School, Janggang County, Jagang Province 

KO So Jin, pupil at Junghung Senior Middle School, Samjiyon County, Ryanggang Province 

8th October, 2014 
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Letter of Consent 

We consent to nominate Ssirum for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

JONG Kwang Chol, General Secretary of Korean Ssirum Association 

KIM Chol Ryong, Deputy General Secretary of Korean Ssirum Association 

RI Kwang Hyok, Head coach of Ssirum in Amnokgang Sports Team 

JO Hyok Ho, Coach of Ssirum in Amnokgang Sports Team 

PAK Myong Ho, Coach of Ssirum in Amnokgang Sports Team 

AN Chol San, Coach of Ssirum in Amnokgang Sports Team 

CHOE Jong Chol, Head coach of Ssirum in Pyongyang Sports Team 

RI Kwang Sop, Coach of Ssirum in Pyongyang Sports Team 

CHOE Myong Song, Coach of Ssirum in Pyongyang Sports Team 

JANG Myong Gwan, Head coach of Ssirum in Kigwancha Sports Team 

RIM Chol Jin, Coach of Ssirum in Kigwancha Sports Team 

KANG Tae Gwon, Coach of Ssirum in Kigwancha Sports Team 

RI Si Hak, Head Coach of Ssirum in Taeryonggnag Sports Team 

RI Kwang Hyok, Head coach of Ssirum in Jangjagang Sports Team 

YUK Un Chol, Head coach of Ssirum in Ryesonggnag Sports Team 

RI Jong Man, Head coach of Ssirum in Kwanmobong Sports Team 

RI Sung Gu, Head coach of Ssirum in Waudo Sports Team 

KIM Chol Hun, Head coach of Ssirum in Suyangsan Sports Team 

KIM Hyo Song, Head coach of Ssirum in Chongchongang Sports Team 

KANG Hui Song, Head coach of Ssirum in Tongmyongsan Sports Team 

KIM Yong 11, Ssirum researcher of Sports Science Institute, the Academy of Sports Science 

under the Ministry of Physical Culture and Sports 

KIM Un 11, Ssirum Teacher of Folk Sports Department, Korea University of Physical Education 

0 Chang Bok, Vice- President of Korea University of Physical Education 

CHOE Myong Jin, Ssirum wrestler of Amnokgang Sports Team 

CHOE Kyong 11, Ssirum wrestler of Amnokgang Sports Team 

CHOE Kwang Myong, Ssirum wrestler of Amnokgang Sports Team 

OM Pong Ryong, Ssirum wrestler of Amnokgang Sports Team 

4111 December, 2014 
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