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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Georgia

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Chidaoba, wrestling in Georgia

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	ქართული ჭიდაობა

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Other names are: 
Chidaoba (wrestling)

rkena, rkineba - in the region of Samegrelo;

Librgiel, libundzgval - in the region of Svaneti;

Matekroba - in the region of Ajara;

Muqasrisa - in the region of Khevsureti;

Chedoba - in the region of Guria.

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The ancient tradition of Georgian wrestling is practiced by the majority of male population (including the adolescents) throughout all regions, villages and communities (Kartli, Imereti, Kakheti, Guria, Samegrelo and others) in Georgia.

Amongst bearers of this ICH element are young people, residents of cities, who master wrestling in various sport clubs, educational institutions and amateur organizations like health centers and fitness clubs. The bearers include famous professional Georgian sportsmen like National, World, European and Olympic champions in different types of wrestling such as Vakhtang Balavadze, Guram Sagharadze, Roman Rurua, Shota Khabareli, Temur Khubuluri, Levan Tediashvili, Zviad Zviadauri, Luka Kurtanidze, Giorgi Asanidze, and others. 

The bearers of the tradition are supported by their family members during the tournaments, often held at many religious and folk festivals, as well as at spontaneous gatherings.

The bearers of this ICH element are also found among Georgian Diasporas, which strongly support transmission of wrestling traditions. 

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The distribution area of Georgian wrestling is the territory of the whole Georgia. This spectacular ancient  martial arts was widespread not only in the regions but cities as well. In the beginning of the 20th century, cities, especially the capital, Tbilisi, became the centre of Georgian wrestling. Best wrestlers from all over the country would gather in the squares specially designed for the purpose. Favourite palavans (prominent wrestler) enjoyed the utmost popularity and respect among society and even today, their legendary names are well-known to those interested in wrestling.

Nowadays, wrestling is popular not only in the regions but almost every city of Georgia, educational institutions and amateur sport clubs and sections.

The distribution area of the element includes national and regional federations and Georgian Wrestling Association abroad (Japan, 1965), federations (Greece, 2002;Russia, 2005; Ukraine, 2012); and schools (USA, 2012).

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Vardzelashvili
Given name:

Manana
Institution/position:

Head of the UNESCO and International Relations Unit
National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia
Address:

58 Krtsanisi St, Tbilisi 0114, Georgia
Telephone number:

(+995 32) 2 180 599: +995 577 25 33 15
E-mail address:

manana_v@hotmail.com


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	--

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,
d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Georgian wrestling is an ancient form of martial arts, which subsequently lost its original martial function and became a spectacular sporting event. It is a complex phenomenon as it combines the elements of wrestling, music, dance and special dressing garments “chokha”.  The open air specially prepared wrestling arenas covered with grass, hay or sawdust, are usually surrounded by the large audience. The tournaments are accompanied by wind instrument “zurna” and Georgian drum “doli” music, which mark the beginning. Usually, the adolescent wrestle is followed by the tournament between adults. 

The wrestlers exchange positions after handshake and start by grabbing “chokhas”. They try to defeat each other by means of special holds. Vibrant music enhances the dynamics of the contest.

The match lasts five minutes. The winners are announced in accordance to the number of points or pinning to the ground. At the end, the opponents express their mutual respect by handshake and abutting each other upon shoulder and chest. The code of conduct is rather chivalric: no intentional kicks to the opponent are permitted. Occasionally, the wrestlers leave the arena with Georgian folk dance. The winner is awarded with an alive ram (or other prizes).

The difference between Georgian wrestling from other martial arts lies in the use of special wrestling holds, which despite few regional peculiarities are common throughout the country. 

Wrestling holds are divided into 8 groups (,,sarma’’, ,,kisruli’’, ,,ceruli’’, ,,mogverdi’’, ,,kauri’’ etc.) with estimated 200 holds and counter holds, the combination of which speaks to wrestlers’ creativity.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The livelihood of the ancient tradition of Georgian wrestling has been determined by its prominent role in social and cultural life of the country over the centuries. 

The majority of Georgian male population, amongst these the representatives of various ethnic groups, are the bearers of this tradition. Often actively involved in organizational issues, women are amongst supporters. 

The bearers of wrestling traditions are divided into several groups:

Wrestlers are the main spotlights of tournament. The majority of males in communities learn wrestling holds and rules by observing and practicing. Highest title in wrestling is “palavani”, which can be obtained through the participation in several tournaments. The retired “palavani” becomes trainer for youngmen in his community to transmit the practice to next generation. 

“chokhis shemnakhveli’’ - chokha keepers organize competitions. They keep participants' “chokhas”, announce the time and venue of the tournament, select wrestlers, invite musicians and appoint referees.

 “ganis gamshleli” circle wideners are persons responsible for keeping order during the match. They supervise the wrestling areas with a whip in their hand to make sure supporters do not cross the edge of the circle.

Referees are judges of the match. Musicians start playing at their sign and the match begins. Referees keep timing, observe that the rules are met, record the score and announce winner.

Supporters are fans, which take part in organizing events. They are also responsible for providing the tournament award.

Musicians are in charge of accompanying wrestling music, which lifts spirit with tempo, making the tournament more vibrant and dynamic.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	A knowledge and skills related to Georgian wrestling are transmitted to new generation through formal and informal education.

Informal Teaching:
Wrestling skills are transmitted from generation to generation in families and communities throughout Georgia. From early spring to autumn, young people practice wrestling in the open area, mastering skills previously acquired by watching matches. Being their favorite outdoor activity, it is also a mean to show their skills and possibilities. 

Formal Teaching:
Georgian wrestling is taught in secondary and high schools through special physical education programs as well as by Georgian wrestling regional federations.

There are Georgian wrestling sections in almost every Georgian village and city, sport centers, sections and clubs, public and private schools.  

Main objective of 'Georgian National Wrestling Association" is to protect the traditions of Georgian wrestling, organize tournaments across the country, support transmission of knowledge and skills in educational and amateur institutions by involving experienced wrestlers in the process.

Publications and media serve as additional tools to promote the wrestling and encourage the transmission of traditional know-how. There are several studies and course books about the history of Georgian wrestling and its peculiarities. Important tournaments are always broadcast through regional media. Till today, Georgian public broadcasting channel showed wrestling lessons. 

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Until late middle ages, Georgian wrestling had a combat function. Being part of military preparation, warriors practiced wrestling in order to become physically and mentally strong. 

Gradually turning into a spectacular sport, the element nowadays is a means of social intercourse.Georgian people regard the element and its chivalric nature to be the vivid illustration of their identity. It encourages healthy lifestyle, psychological and physical development of young generation.

As Georgia is a multicultural country, tournaments held between different communities encourage friendly relationship between different religious and ethnic groups, establishing close ties within the communities and individuals as the chivalric nature of the sport is based on the mutual respect of the opponents.

One of the most important socio-cultural functions of the element is to keep cultural identity in Georgian diasporas abroad by organizing tournaments in  Azerbaijan, Ukraine, the USA, Russia.

As the element combines holds from regions of Georgia, it assists preserving and promoting cultural diversity.
Georgian wrestling outfit ''chokha''  is a part of national costume.

The description of Georgian wrestling can be found in Georgian folklore, fiction and poetry; There is a fresco of wrestling in Alaverdi Cathedral. There are  lots of legends, proverbs and folk tales about the element. Wrestling scenes have been used in fiction and cinematography. Wrestling tune is popular with audience and musicians.( Lagidze, Tsintsadze) 

The element plays an important role in intercultural dialogues as it is a powerful and useful means of establishing relationships between Georgia and other countries with national wrestling traditions.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	One of the most striking features of Georgian wrestling is its chivalric nature. All parts of Georgian wrestling are compatible with existing international human rights, being completely in accordance with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals.

All parts of Georgian wrestling element illustrate courage, honour, courtesy and concern for the opponent. The combat is rather direct: hand against hand, leg against leg, hip against hip. Intentional kicks, offensive blows, using holds with laid opponent, creeping up on the opponent kneeling in the defensive position ("chokbjeni") are never allowed.

The element helps to build up tolerant and integrated society, encourages healthy lifestyle and mutual respect among young people and establishes close ties between generations, all this being the same with all religious and ethnic groups living in Georgia. Being performed at all religious and cultural festivals, the element invigorates mutual respect and equality among culturally diverse groups of society.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(vi) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Inscription of the element on the Representative List has immense importance for preserving and further development of the element; Inscription will raise its importance at local and international levels, arouse interest in sport organizations towards Georgian wrestling and  values of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the  Intangible Cultural Heritage.

 As the complexity of the element (unity of combat, music, dance and outfit)is the best expression of the traditional  culture  nature, its inscription will help the society with the identification of intangible cultural heritage elements in the future.

Different professional and amateur sport organisations have been involved in the nomination process before it was acknowledged as an intangible cultural heritage at national level. Society awareness of intangible cultural heritage has greatly increased during the preparation of the element for international nomination process. Inscription of the element will enhance efforts of Georgian society to safeguard it, encourage its popularity among international society.

	(vii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Acknowledgement of the element on the national level has united Georgian society - Olympic and World champions, members of communities, secondary and high educational institutions, governmental institutions.

Inscription of the element is a step towards promoting the dialogue within the society, as well as between representatives of Georgian wrestling and international sport associations. Inscription will assure the study of diversity of Georgian wrestling, encourage international research and cooperation of the society in practising the element.

Inscription of the element will enhance young bearers' interest and motivation. It will as well promote dialogue between different age groups and intercultural dialogues within the country; increase the interest towards the element outside the country and help to keep cultural identity in Georgian diasporas abroad.  

	(viii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Inscription of Georgian wrestling will enrich world cultural heritage with one more unique and original element and enable Georgian society to value their cultural heritage in the diverse context.

Georgian wrestling allows an individual to express his creative abilities by using combination of wrestling holds and  by making quick decisions. All this diversity and human creativiy determines the entertainment value of the event, is greatly admired by audience.

Thus, element develops human creativity in individuals as well as promotes respect towards this skill.

Inscription of the element will encourage practising projects and study of local holds preserved in different regions, which will assist to develop creative skills in population, preserve and promote cultural  diversity.

Inscription will ensure more involvement of society in element development, which will result in raising healthy generation. 

As the element is complex and part of festivals, it bears the potential for influencing different cultural spheres(sports, clothes design, music, perfomance).

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals  concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Historically the element was regarded as highly spectacular fighting-defensive combat. The development of the element was ensured by its extreme popularity with public and especially nobility, who were experienced wrestlers themselves or/and had favourite “palavans” in their entourage.

In Georgian literary sources the description of the element can be traced as early as from 5-6th cc.BC. In 17th-18th, Georgian enlightener and encyclopedist Sulkhan-Saba-Orbeliani gives the first definition of the term(“rkena”-wrestling); 

17th-18th-king Archil, explains holds and terms of wrestling;

19th- Georgian wrestling becomes popular among citizens. 

1880s, Georgian wrestling matches are given wide press coverage by public figures like I.Chavchavadze and A. Tsereteli;

1899-French ethnographer and writer Baron De Baye describes a wrestling tournament held at the festival "Alaverdoba"; 

20th century- amateur groups of Georgian wrestling start to appear;

1921-Georgian wrestling section opens in sport club "Shevardeni";

1930s-Soviet Union sport society "Kolmeurne" sets up regional sections and organizes tournaments;

1945-Georgian Wrestling Council is set up;

Since 1991 National Federation of Georgian Wrestling has been responsible for development and promotion of the element.

Abroad:

1965 Japan-Georgian Wrestling Association;

2002 Greece-Georgian Westling Federation;

2005 Russia-Georgian Wrestling Federation;

2012 USA -Georgian Wrestling School;

2012 Ukraine- Georgian Wrestling Federation;

 Courseboks:

1935-First coursebook "Technique/method of Georgian Wrestling”

1968-"Rules of Georgian Wrestling" 

2013-with the assistance of charity fund "Kartu", the process of putting in order the infrastracture necessary for Georgian wrestling has been going on. By 2016 there are 22 open area explitated for Georgian wrestling;

1996-2016-Regional Federations of Georgian Wrestles in various Georgian regions.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	At every stage of its existence, State of Georgia has been safeguarding and promoting Georgian wrestling. 

It is well-known that in 12th-18th, the member of king's suite, a successful “palavani”, was greatly respected and admired. King Erekle (18th century) granted a distinguished “palavani” with “pirmani”(document) allowing him to dine for free throughout the country. 

20th century Organisations Created:

1923-Supreme Council of Physical Culture created common rules of Georgian wrestling, determined time, weight categories, chose referees and instructors, enlisted Georgian wrestling in sport festival program in 1928 and started to hold tournaments regularly;

1935-sport faculty in Tbilisi State University;

1936-Committee of Sport and Culture;

1938-Institute of Physical Culture where Georgian wrestling holds were taught at coach faculty, while since 1980s, Georgian wrestling was defined as a separate discipline;

1994-Sport and Physical  Education Academy of Georgia;

Since the Soviet times, Georgian press has given great attention to Georgian wrestling. In 1981-83, state television regularly broadcast video lessons on Georgian wrestling;

In 2010 the law was created where a special chapter is dedicated to national types of sport;

Since 2010 Georgian wrestling holds have been included in Physical Education programs; 

In 2011 Tbilisi City Council have included Georgian wrestling coaches in material security program; 

2013.22.05-State Policy document (2014-2020) Government order #127 (paragraph 5 is dedicated to the preservance and development of National Councils);

In 2005, in the UN program "Education through sport" the nomination of Georgian wrestling, nomineed by Georgian government was acknowledged as the best practice and heritage(58/5).     

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	Several events have been on Georgian Wrestling National Federation(GWNF)agenda to safeguard and promote the element. Georgian government approved a long-term program (2014-2020) developed by GWNF (order N 601,4.04.2014) The program is to be implemented by the government, non-governmental sector, local municipalities, communities. Action program is as follows:

Improvement of legislative framework

Amendments to "Law about Sport" of Georgia

Existing law says: "The state promotes the development of sport, mainly national types, in the countryside" meaning promotion of national types, including Georgian wrestling, in general. The specific forms of promotion will be defined especially with the regard to Georgian wrestling,  prioratizing its regional identity and diversity.

Scientific research

Carrying out research in order to identify and study regional diversity of Georgian wrestling.

Georgian public figures, scientists, researchers and institutions have been interested in Georgian wrestling since the end of the 19th creating vast archive material kept in private and state archives and National Library Fund.

Under the long-term program, research and field works will be enhanced, more coursebooks and scientific literature will be published describing diversities of each community and region, fixing and classifying them anew.

Integration in educational system

In order to improve the ways of transmitting knowledge informally and its integration:

Teaching of Georgian wrestling basics will be enhanced in secondary school programs paying special interest to diverse local holds:

Specialisation of Georgian Wrestling coaches will be restored in  Physical Education and Sports University syllabus.

Trainings

In communities, local municipalities and Georgian diaspora will be held:

Seminars and trainings-in communities and regions, for the interest groups and communities;

Georgian diaspora will be provided by teaching material and coaching will be organised;

Retraining of coaches in order to promote teaching of local holds in theory and practice;

Institutional structure

Ministry of Sport and Youth affairs  is creating a unit within the ministry, which will be responsible for  traditional sports and games development.

Putting in order infrastructure of Georgian wrestling and creating wrestling-areas in villages.

The infrastructure of the element has been damaged over the last years; to be able to organize tournaments in winter period, since 2014 the process of fixing wrestling infrastructure and building indoor areas  in the regions has started. 22 wrestling areas are already operating in different communities and construction of  48 areas is planned.

Local communities, bearers of the element, municipalities, NGOs will be actively involved in implementing projects of creating infrastructure appropriate for holding tournaments and will assist to organise spontaneous wrestling areas during religious and folk festivals.

Promoting the elements of Georgian Wrestling

Music is an integral part of Georgian wrestling tournaments. Professional musicians from regional folk groups will be encouraged to perform music at the tournaments. Local industrialists will provide them with specific musical instruments and national costumes.

“Chokha” keeper and circle widener are ancient professions. Unfortunately, they tend to be forgotten nowadays. In agreement with the community, GW will promote involvement of these professionals in spontaneous tournaments.

Georgian Wrestling Museum

Although Georgian wrestling section holds appropriate postion in Georgian Sports Museum, under Georgian wrestling long-term program (2014-2020) Georgian wrestling museum will be created, where all historical, cultural, scientific, technical, statistical, photo, video, audio and documentary material will be held ensuring their safety and promotion. The museum will consolidate  different documents scattered in public and private archives and Georgian diaspora collections. National administration of Georgian tourism will be informed about the museum and it will appear on tourist destination lists and guides.

Wrestling and Tourism

Traditionally, Georgian wrestling tournaments are held at folk and religious which are subject of tourist concern. Information about the tournaments will be included in tourist guides, exhibitions and conferences promoting cultural diversity of Georgian wrestling with domestic as well as external tourism.

Public awareness

In order to inform society about the element within Georgia as well as abroad, several events will be held:national and international tournaments of Georgian wrestling; national team will take part in international tournaments in different types of national wrestling; in festivals with a strong element of national identity held abroad; the element will be given wide media coverage in  internet resources, Georgian wrestling TV lessons will be broadcast again. Local sports media will promote the element more actively.Georgian wrestling will be viewed as sport promoting its regional diversity. For spreading the information more effectively,informational webpage www.falavani.ge will be refreshed; Georgian wrestling updated guideline will be published.

All  above mentioned will ensure safeguarding, development and promoting of the element.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Under the "Law of  Georgia on Cultural Heritage Protection" Protection Georgia is responsible for safeguarding, preserving and promoting the element as a cutural heritage monument of national importance. Sixth chapter of ''cultural and natural heritage code" project is dedicated to "intangible cultural heritage'' In the nearest future the code will be considered by Georgian parliament. After its approval, the code will protect not only cultural heritage elements but cultural spaces necessary for existence and promoting their elements. Amendments and supplements to  " Law of Georgia on Sport" are being designed.

State Parties responsible for implementation of safeguarding measures:

The Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs, Georgian Parliament Committee of Sport and Youth, Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia (involvement of diaspora), National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia, local municipalities.

Scientists and experts in the filed, Georgian State Teaching University of Physical Education and Sport, Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology and other institutes are involved in carrying out scientific research.

Initial phase of setting up Georgian Wrestling Museum is now over and The Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs,Georgian National Archive, Ilia Chavchavadze National Parliamentary Library of Georgia, GWNF, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development, Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection are working to improve its concept.

All state institutions within their authority and responsibility, cooperate harmoniously in taking above mentioned safeguarding measures.   

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Element bearers, cultural, scientific, educational organizations connected to the element as well as representatives of society groups, NGOs and separate activists have been involved in plannig of the proposed safeguarding measures. Their participation guarantees their involvement in preserving, promoting and safeguarding of the element.These measures have been initiated by element bearers, cultural, educational and scientific institutions and by those communities and families for whom the element is part of their routine. Their problems and needs were formalised by cooperation with NGOs among which GWNF had the most important role.

In carrying out of the Long-term Program of Georgian Wrestling Development special role is allocated to Georgian Wrestling Federation, regional federations, sports clubs and sections and NGOs, local communities,social groups,element bearers, villagers and community members as well as charity funds and minor manufucturers who have already taken this responsibilty under the element development long-term program (2014-2020) .

The development of the infrastructure (construction and rehabiltation) has been initiated by GWNF and is supported by the charity fund "Kartu"

Implementation of safeguarding measures, practising the element, making society aware of the element as part of cultural heritage as well as studying every aspect of the element will be provided by element bearers and cultural, educational and scientific institutions. Wide support from society will ensure its ivolvement in implementation of measures planned to safeguard and develop the element.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs of Georgia
Name and title of the contact person:

Minister: Tariel Khechikashvili
Address:

Tbilisi, 0162 Vake region, Tchavtchavadze avenue 49a
Telephone number:

 +995 32 2 29 02 01
E-mail address:

publikinfo@msy.gov.ge
Name of the body:

Georgian State Teaching University of Physical Education and Sport

Name and title of the contact person:

Rector: Jemal Dzagania

Address:

Tbilisi, I. Tchavtchavadze avenue 49

Telephone number:

+995 32 2 25 00 98

E-mail address:

info@sportuni.ge

Name of the body:

Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia

Name and title of the contact person:

Minister: Aleqsandre JeJelava

Address:

0102 Tbilisi, Dimitri Uznadze street 52

Telephone number:

+995 32 2 200 229

E-mail address:

pr@mes.gov.ge

Name of the body:

Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia 

Name and title of the contact person:

Minister: Giorgi Gaxaria

Address:

Tbilisi 0108, Tchovelidze street 10

Telephone number:

+995 32 2 99 11 05 , +995 32 2 99 11 11; Fax: +995 32 2 92 15 34

E-mail address:

ministri@economy.ge
Name of the body:

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia 

Address:

0118 Tbilisi, Sh. Chitadze street 4

Telephone number:

+995 32 2 94 50 00; Fax: +995 32 2 94 50 01

E-mail address:

consulinfo@mfa.gov.ge

Other relevant information:

www.mfa.gov.ge
Name of the body:

Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia

Name and title of the contact person:

Minister: Mikheil Giorgadze

Address:

Tbilisi 0105, Riverside 4

Telephone number:

+995 32 2 99 63 77

E-mail address:

pr@culture.gov.ge 

Name of the body:

Ministry of Justice of Georgia 

Name and title of the contact person:

Minister: Tea Tsulukiani

Address:

Tbilisi, Vakhtang Gorgasali street 24a

Telephone number:

+995 32 2 405 405 

E-mail address:

press-center@justice.gov.ge

Other relevant information:
www.justice.gov.ge
Name of the body:

National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia

Name and title of the contact person:

General Director: Nikoloz Antidze

Address:

58 Krtsanisi str. Tbilisi 0105. Georgia

Telephone number:

(+995 32) 2 180 690, +995 577 27 00 30
E-mail address:

antidzenikoloz@gmail.com
Other relevant information:
www.haritagesites.ge
Name of the body:

Parliament of Georgia, Committee of Sports and Youth

Address:

4600 Kutaisi, Abashidze street 26

Telephone number:

+995 032 2 28 90 06

E-mail address:

contact@parliament.ge

Name of the body:

TSU Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology

Address:

0179 Tbilisi, University St 1
Telephone number:

+995 32 2 25 04 84; +995 32 2 22 51 07
E-mail address:

rector@tsu.ge

Name of the body:

National Archive of Georgia

Address:

Tbilisi, Vazha-Pshavela 1

Telephone number:

+995 32 2 37 39 13

E-mail address:

info@archives.gov.ge 

Name of the body:

National Parliamentary Library of Georgia 

Address:

0107, Tbilisi, Gudiashvili street 7

Telephone number:

+995 32 2 97 16 61, +995 32 2 97 16 14; Fax: +995 32 297 16 15



	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Nomination preparation was preceded by the initiative of element bearers, Georgian Wrestling Federation and The ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs to assign the status of intangible cultural monument to Georgian wrestling (The status was assigned on 8th April, 2014-The Ministry of Culture and Monument Protection order N2/130)

Prior to assigning the element status of Intangible National Cultural Monument, long-term (2014-2020) development program of the element was created by GWNF. Through careful analyses safeguarding and promoting of Georgian wrestling diversity was prioritised under the program. Element bearers, The Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs, Georgian State Teaching Universuty of Physical Education and Sports, local sport clubs and sections, regional governments, regional federations, NGOs actively participated in creating the program. As a result, Georgian Wrestling was assigned the status of intangible national cultural monument by Georgian government order (#24,24.01.2017).

Relevance of the issue as a bearer of unique national identity and wide public interest encouraged GWNF to nominate Georgian wrestling for inscription on world intangile cultural heritage  list and addressed National Agency for Protecting Cultural Heritage with an appropriate application.

National Agency for Protecting Cultural Heritage, together with GWNF established the interagency working group responsible for creating nomination text. The group was staffed by element bearers, community representatives, field experts and federation representatives. The group was coordinated by National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia. Regular meetings  (about 20) with individuals concerned, regional  federations, element bearers, field experts, NGOs were held in order to make presentations about the progress achieved. Amendments to the text were made by National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia intangible cultural heritage section staff, field speciaists, who collected and systemised hundreds of suggested points. Final decisions are reflected in the text.

Working group members ensured awareness-raising and involvement of the society in the nomination preparation process by means of social media, (facebook) and forums and by regular meetings with element bearers, communities, groups.Preparation process of Georgian wrestling file was given wide media coverage.The process of collecting nomination supporters' letters and signatures initiated by GWNF in 2016  was marked with exceptional enthusiasm.

Action  letters supporting nomination are received from local goverments, sport federations, private and public educational organisations, communities, element bearers, action teams Georgian diaspora representatives, international sport forums, famous sportsmen, activists and families.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In order to nominate Georgian wrestling for UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Representative GWNF and National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia collected consent letters by organizing public meetings and by use of Georgian  media (several programs were dedicated to the topic involving organisers). The information was spread in local communities, municipalities, different organizations throughout Georgia by action group, wrestlers and personal contacts of individulas concerned. The information was delivered to wrestlers and other people concerned living by Georgian diaspora organisations. Written consents were collected in different regions of Georgia, local municipalities, universities, Georgian wrestling regional centres and other organizations. Element bearers, their family members, including ladies, supporters, community representatives expressed their consent by signed support letters. 

Community consent was also provided by online petition. (www. manifest.ge). 

Georgian Wrestling National Federation, signatures  - Appendix  #2-1

Regional Federaions and Sport Schools of Georgian Wrestling, signatures - Appendix #2-2

Initiative signatures, of municipalities, communities and cities - Appendix #2-3

Georgian Ethnic Minorities, signatures - Appendix #2-4

Legal Entity of Public Law – Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Faculty of Humanities - Appendix #2-5

Initiative signatures of Georgian State teaching University of Physical Education and Sport - Appendix #2-6

Initiative letters of Families, activists and individuals - Appendix #2-7

Initiative letters of Georgian Diasporas - Appendix #2-8

Media Network of Georgia - Appendix # 2-9

Individual video appeals - Appendix #2-10

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words.
Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	The element is fully accessible to everyone (including childeren) and it is not restricted by any customary practices (religious, ethnic or any other).  Popularity of the element in all parts of Georgia (regions populated with ethnical and religiuos minorities as well) and Georgian diasporas is a proof to that. Not a single aspect of this spectacular and exciting sport, including local holds, is regarded as part of secret knowledge and is accessible to everebody.

There are no restrictions connected to passing on Georgian wrestling traditions in formal or informal ways.

Learning Georgian wrestling holds and studying literature or scientific/archive material about the element is accessible to any individual concerned.

Inscription of the element on UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Representative List will ensure  the element awareness worldwide. 


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	Georgian Wrestling National Federation

Address: 29 Batumi st.Tbilisi

Gela Beruashvili - Prezident of Georgian Wrestling National Federation

Telephone number: +995 555 200 104

E-mail address:geochidaobag@yahoo.com geochidaoba@mail.ru; webpage : www.falavano.ge

Georgian Wrestling Kakheti Regional Federation

Address: 5 Ilia Chavchavadze Avenue, Kvareli

Name of the body: Georgian Wrestling Shida Kartli Regional Federation

Address: 17 Griboedovi st, Gori

E-mail address:kartuli.chidaoba@yahoo.com

Georgian Wrestling Imereti Regional Federation

Address: 57 David Agmashenebeli St, Zestaponi

Georgian Wrestling Kvemo Kartli Regional Federation

Address: 20 Kostava Avenue, Rustavi

Georgian Wrestling Samegrelo Zemo Svaneti Federation

Address:  21 Seti Square

E-mail address: jafaridze.maizer@mail.ru

Georgian Wrestling Tbilisi Federation

Address: 24 Khakhanashvili St, Tbilisi

e-mail address: chidaobatbilisi@gmail.com

Georgian Wrestling Adjara Federation

Address: 7 Rurua st, Batumi

Telephone number: 577 436 443

E-mail address: Wrestlingnfg@@rambler.ru

International Charity Fund "Kartu"

Address: 39a Chavchavadze Avenue, Tbilisi

Telephone number: +995 32 2 29 42 97 2 23 06 57 2 23 35 47

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
Intangible cultural heritage monuments and national monuments are identified and included on Intangible Cultural Heritage State Register.(www.heritagesites.ge). Information about assigning Georgian wrestling the status of intangible cultural monument and national monument is placed on National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation webpage (http://www.culture.gov.ge/ )  and on Legislative Herald of Georgia official website.(https://www.matsne.gov.ge )  
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

Georgian National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation (საქართველოს კულტურული მემკვიდრეობის დაცვის ეროვნული სააგენტო) by the Administrative Order #2 of 30th of October, 2015, issued by Ministry for  Culture and Monuments Protection is responsible for maintaining and updating those inventories. 
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

The first element of intangible cultural monument was included in the state register in 2011  (was regulated by the Minister for Culture and Monuments Protection Order about index documentation forms and the ratification  of their filling rule N3/175,25.09.2007).
In 2012 the record form and state register operating form of the intangible cultural monument were validated according to the order of Georgian Minister for Culture and Monuments Protection. (24.01.2012; #3/28 )
According to Georgian Legislation, the National Inventory regularly updated by inscription the new ICH element/s in the State register.  

In 2011-2017 State Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage has been updated 13 times, including 2 updates in order to revise existing information for accuracy.
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies):

The element "Georgian Wrestling" is included on State Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage as N 15 under the name of "Georgian Wrestling" ქართული ჭიდაობა (qartuli chidaoba)
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

"Georgian Wrestling" was assigned Cultural Heritage Monument Status  on 04.08.2014 ( Order of the Minister for Culture and Heritage N 2/130)
"Georgian Wrestling" was assigned Intangible Cultural Heritage National Monument Status on 24.01.2017 (Georgian Government order N24) and was included in the register on 24.01. 2017

"Georgian Wrestling" was submitted for a possible inscription on UNESCO cultural heritage representative list on March 28th, 2017
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of gender of participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

In 2013 NGO-GWNF (more than 3000 members)  applyed to the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation initiated assigning Georgian wrestling ICH monument status. Working team constisted by element bearers, community representatives, university representatives, journalists, GWNF, wrestling specialists, ethnologists, experts  - has been established. The group was trained on the methodology of inventoring of ICH; as a result of interviewing practicing wrestlers,  participants and spectators during the tournaments and studying the scientific-ethnographic-historical material, the inventory coard was elaborated and was submitted to the National Agency council for consideration.  The Council made recommendations to assign the status. On the recommendation of the Council, "Georgian Wrestling" was assigned the status of ICH of Georgia (Order N2/130;04.08.2014 of Minister of Georgian Culture and Monuments Protection).

In 2014-2016 regional federations of wrestling in the close cooperation with local communities worked on the exploration and popularisation of the element making it even more appealing to younger generations. Frequently held tournaments, improved infrastructure, closer studies of the element's local characteristics determined the initiative of GWNF. As a result a renewed card has been elaborated and the documentation proving the support of communities, bearers, non-governmental and scientific-educational institutions was collected. Consequently, "Georgian Wrestling" was assigned ICH National Category (state order N24,24.01.2017).
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. 4 hyperlinks in total to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

www.heritagesites.ge 

https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2443806; 

 https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/3556368

In addition, please see attached document: The copy of Inventory card in Georgian (23 pages) and its short version in English (10 pages) for inscription of the  "Georgian Wrestling" as a national monument of intangible cultural heritage on the National Register of Georgian Intangible Cultural Heritage upon request. 


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Maisuradze S. "Georgian Wrestling" Tbilisi, 1984

Gamba Jacques Francois, 1987, Traveling to the South Russia, namely in the South Caucasus, carried out in 1820-1824 by the Chevalier Gamba, Council of the King in Tbilisi, Vol.1 publishing house Ganatleba, Tbilisi, pp375 (in Georgian) 

Tomashvili I. -"Georgian Wrestling"

Robakidze. Al., National Sport Types 

Rukhadze, Julietta, 1999, Folk Festival of Natural Forces Regeneration in Georgia: Berikaoba-Keenoba, Publishing house Intelekti, Tbilisi, pp. 280 (in Georgian) 

Orbeliani Sulkhan-Saba, The Georgian Dictionary,Tbilisi, 1991

Abuladze I.,  Dictionary of an Ancient Georgian Language, Tbilisi, 1973

Barnovi A., Wrestling in Old Tbilisi, Tbilisi, 1967 

Beridze T., Old Tbilisi Pictures, 1980

Newspaper "Soplis Tskhovreba" (Rural Life), Tbilisi, 1966

Newspaper "Lelo" 1957.3. X, N119

Velashvili E., Georgian Wrestling, Tbilisi, 1975

History of Mongolia, chapter 2, Tbilisi 1966

Koghua K., Mystery of Bronze Wrestlers, Tbilisi, 1966

Svaneli I., Georgian Wrestling Coursebook, Tbilisi, 1950

Conversion of Kartli, History of Sumbat and  Bagratids, Tbilisi, 1890

Chkhetia Sh., History of Tbilisi, materials for the history of Georgia and Caucasus, Tbilisi, 1938

Janelidze D., History of Georgian Theatre, First Book, Tbilisi, 1983

Chkhataraishvili K. Outline of Military Actions in Feudal Georgia" "Science, 1979

Tsibadze A., Georgian Wrestling, as a foundation stone of Georgian Riders Military-Physical Training, Tbilisi,1963

Giorgadze M., Physical Culture in Ancient Georgia , Tbilsi, 1961 

Elashvili V., Tradition of National Georgian Physical Culture and  Contemporaneity, Tbilisi, Science, 1973

 Joseph de Baye, In South Caucasus 1988

Imerlishvili I., Georgian Wrestling Rules, Tvbilisi, 1995

XVII-XVIII King Archil in "Archiliani" defines Georgian wrestling holds and terms, Qutaisi, 1988

Webpage www.falavano.ge

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Mikheil Giorgadze
Title:
The Ministrer of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia
Date:
27 September 2017 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
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