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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Belarus

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Celebration in honor of the Budslaŭ icon of Our Lady (Budslaŭ fest)

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Урачыстасць у гонар ушанавання абраза Маці Божай Будслаўскай (“Будслаўскі фэст”)

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Budslaŭ Fest, The Budslaŭ Pilgrimage

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The believers of Catholic confession from all over Belarus and other countries; representatives of other Christian confessions of Belarus (mostly Greek Catholics and Orthodoxs), the pilgrims (up to 40 000 pilgrims visit Budslaŭ annually during the Fest), priests and monks of all orders, representatives of local community of Budslaŭ village (believers and the secular people), including young people, children; women and men; local regional and national authorities, other.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The ceremony takes place in the Budslaŭ village, Myadzel district, Minsk region (in the northwest of the Minsk region). This village is known since 16th century. Now about 2000 inhabitants are living here. The majority of the population in Budslaŭ have lived there for generations.

Annually at the beginning of July Budslaŭ is becoming the centre of mass pilgrimage. The pilgrims from all over Belarus and other countries are coming to Budslaŭ to participate at the celebration of the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady. This ceremony is known to all Belarusians, because the Budslaŭ Icon is the patroness of Belarusian people, regardless of their faith and social status.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Stashkevich
Given name:

Alla
Institution/position:

Institute of Culture of Belarus, Head of the Cultural Heritage Department 
Address:

ul. Kalinovskogo, 12 Minsk 220086, Belarus
Telephone number:

+375 29 332 03 94
E-mail address:

heritage.bel@gmail.com, as.belicom@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

www.inbelkult.by, www.livingheritage.by


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	     

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,
d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Budslaŭ Fest is an important part of honoring the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady, which is housed in the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Budslaŭ village. The Icon is famous for many miracles and Budslaŭ is known as the place of appearance of Our Lady to the believers, which, according to the legend, occured on July,1588. Since 17th century and annually on the first weekend of July tens of thousands of pilgrims from all over Belarus and other countries come to Budslaŭ for worship and honoring the Icon. Special respect is shown to those who makes pilgrimage on foot. Bishops of Belarus' Catholic Church, clergy and monks gather in Budslaŭ. Representatives of the Greek Catholic clergy and the Orthodox Church, government and local officials, locals also attend the event. Friendliness and mutual understanding among believers of different confessions corresponds to the Belarusian tradition of tolerance and allows avoiding any religious conflicts. The celebration involves priests' welcoming the piligrims, masses, a night procession with the Icon and candles, a youth prayer vigil, the hours of prayer to Mother of God. etc. The tradition transmits in families and through church communities. The Fest attracts entire families, believers of various ages, which helps strengthen the ties between generations. Locals are very proud of the relic and friendly to  pilgrims, invite them to local homes and share meals with them. Budslaŭ Fest is a part of the Belarusian identity, and the Budslaŭ Icon is the patroness of Belarus.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	First of all the tradition of honoring the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady belongs to Budslaŭ local community. This is a part of their history and culture. This celebration is known since 17th century when the local Catholic Church  was built.   The majority of inhabitants are parishioners of the church. They keep sacred traditions, passing them from generation to generation. Among the bearers of Budslaŭ Fest tradition are people of different age and social status, including local authorities, the church' activists and  ordinary  people: old and young, women and men. 

Budslaŭ Fest is the event, which is also important for the majority of the Belarusian society so as  believers of major Christian confessions as wider public because Budslaŭ Icon and the Fest itself are national cultural values of Belarus. The annual pilgrimage in Budslaŭ unites many people of different views and beliefs (up to 40 000 pilgrims, including 5-7 thousands coming by foot).

Traditionally the most active position in the representatives of  Belarusian Catholic Church. This event is sincerely supported personally by Tadeush Kandrusiewich, Metropolitan of Minsk and Mogilev, Archbishop and other Catholic priests. The priest  Vladislav Zavalniuk, Rector of the Church of St. Simon and Alena (Minsk) since 1992 organizes piligrims to Budslau. In general, every region of Belarus represents delegations to Budslaŭ since 1990-s when  the Fest was revived after the  Soviet repression. Greek Catholics also actively support all aspects of this celebration and have some activities during the ceremony. The orthodoxs take part in the celebration.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Budslaŭ Fest is a tradition, which is transmitted from generation to generation since 17th century when first miracles associated with the icon of Budslaŭ’ Our Lady  were fixed and thousands of pilgrims became to flock to Budslaŭ. During the Soviet time (in 1950s), the local church was closed, but the pilgrimage was performed covertly. The knowledge about this celebration are transmitted in Catholic families and revered by the Orthodox and Greek Catholics in Belarus. 

The knowledge about Budslaŭ shrines are also preserved and transmitted by locals. They are very proud of their heritage, which is truly impressive. Budslaŭ church in the Baroque style, perfectly combines refined architecture and decoration of luxury interior design. The miraculous Icon is stored in the altar, created in 1649 by a talented local carver Peter Gramel. Symbiosis of tangible and intangible attracts visitors from different places and expands their knowledge of the Belarusain values as part of European Heritage.

The pilgrims (mostly young people and familes with children), visiting Budslaŭ learn local traditional culture. They learn a lot about the ceremony, local traditions, including crafts, customs and cuisine. 

During the celebration every pilgrim receives the blessed water, which has a great importance to the recovery of sick people. During the night worship to the miraculous icon people make a confess and  the forgiveness and love reigns between them. Budslaŭ Fest is a good example of what a substantial collective rite can signify in modern society and how local inhabitants preserve and  transmit their cultural memory.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Budslaŭ Fest represents very important social and cultural functions in the Belarusian society, including: a) sacred function: the Budslaŭ Icon is a shrine to all Christian faiths in Belarus. It is the best opportunity for many believers to honor the Icon, make a pilgrimage to it;

b) function of social cohesion. There is a general understanding and unity of priests and parishioners of different faiths. It corresponds to Belarusian tradition of tolerance and helps to prevent any religious or social conflicts; 

c) function of socialization. During the pilgrimage people join the collective spiritual practice, study the history and culture of their native land, come together in an atmosphere of light and collective unity. Believers participate in the worship, make records of memories of locals about miracles in Budslaŭ shrines, collect songs and legends. They are the bearers of spiritual support for those who for reasons of health can not participate in the celebration. Many people participate in the pilgrimage with their families that are contributing to safeguarding of family values; 

d) axiological function. Participation in the pilgrimage and at the Fest is not only spiritual, but also cultural mission, which promotes the Belarusian identity, that is especially important for the education of younger generation;

e) recreational function. People visit Budslaŭ not only during the festival. This place is also an important for tourists. It is one of the national values, inscribed in the Belarusian State List of  Historical and Cultural Values. 

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Budslaŭ Fest is absolutely compatible with exiting human rights instruments and the requirement of mutual respect among communities, group and individuals. It is the event which unites different groups of society irrespective of religious beliefs, social status, gender, age. They come together in an atmosphere of general spiritual upliftment, interact and help each other in a joint journey to the shrine, share food with each other, exchange by gifts. 

Local people of Budslaŭ demonstrate the positive attitude towards the pilgrims, contribute to their accomodation and share meals with them. Celebration in Honor of the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady (Budslaŭ Fest) is a part of the local history and culture and maintains feeling of pride of locals for their heritage.

The celebration always takes place in an atmosphere of universal respect and unity. This is not only a religious holiday. It includes a lot of additional elements. During the feast the fair of local artisans is organized; youth chants with a guitar everywhere as well as the folk puppet theater "Batlejka" on the central square of the village.

Budslaŭ Fest contributes the sustainable development of the region, development of local initiatives, crafts, and as a result it provides a beneficial effect for the economic and social development of the whole Budslaŭ area.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(vi) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Budslaŭ Fest is a quite viable Belarusian tradition which is supported by the majority of population in local and national levels. But there is still a danger that it might disappear. At least the religious persecutions in the Soviet time confirm such a possibility. Inscription of this ICH element on the Representative list would raise awareness of this ICH and would encourage people on local and national levels to safeguard their heritage more actively and and to be more responsible.

For locals the inscription of the element is especially  important. Young people will become more interested in local history and culture, participate in documenting process and creating the local archives and museum. It is also a good stimulus for local authorities to improve the village infrastructure in Budslaŭ and to provide a wide access to the holy sites.

Inscription on the list would increase awareness of the important fact that ICH can unite people, despite the social and religious differences and facilitate mutual consent and peace.

	(vii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The idea of the сelebration in honor of the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady underlines the importance and significance of Christian values in order to maintain peace and understanding among people. On the way to Budslaŭ the pilgrims have a meetings with different people, conversing with them. They learn the history and culture of visited places, together with the locals sing spiritual songs. 

During the Budslaŭ Fest the Catholic Mass takes place at first and then before the miraculous icon the solemn liturgy of the Eastern rite is performed. Inscription of the Budslaŭ Fest on the Representative List will enhance the intercultural and interfaith dialogue involving people from other countries who would like to visit Budslaŭ and to touch to its shrines. Everyone who has ever been visited Budslaŭ will never forget prevailing here the atmosphere of peace and togetherness The inscription will stimulate this further and yield new encounters.

	(viii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inclusion of ICH element of the Representative List already reflects the idea of cultural diversity and respect for human creativity. The List promotes more extensive knowledge of the world for representatives of different cultures and religions. We have a good ability to see yourself through the eyes of other communities, groups and individuals.

The phenomenon of the Budslaŭ Fest is in the openness and respect for people to each other, to other religions and traditions, in the desire of peace and universal harmony. Its inscription on the List would raise the interest in other cultural phenomena on the list and thereby help to understand the diversity of culture. 

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals  concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Some years of Soviet period the Budslaŭ Fest was not available for public. Only small part of the Belarusian Catholic communities and locals supported it. But since 1990s when social and political situation in Belarus was changed the Budslaŭ celebration became again mass and popular. Today the pilgrims visit  Budslaŭ from all regions of Belarus. They come to Budslaŭ by foot and by bus, car, on bikes. 

Budslaŭ Fest is actively supported by officials on different levels and religious structures of the majority of  Christian confessions in Belarus (Catholic, Greek Catholics, partly -- the Orthodox), different youth NGOs like club "Historica", Students' Ethnography Society, etc. 

The Catholic church print a lot of editions devoted to the ceremony. Some photo and art  exhibitions told about Budslau Fest  were organized  in 2015, 2016, 2017 not only in churches, but also in public  places such as the Palace of Arts in Minsk.

Much efforts are applied to promote this phenomenon through mass-media. Budslaŭ Fest is always widely covered by radio and television, the Internet. Today we have a lot publications regarding Budslaŭ Fest in national and foreign press. Annually the broadcasting of the Fest is accomplished online.

The activists of Budslaŭ local community have been establishing since 2006 the archive and small museum of the Budslaŭ pilgrimage and the Fest containing reports, records of songs using during the celebration, paintings, drawings, photos, books,etc. Hence the process of researching and inventorying of the event has been started thankful to the initiative of local people. 

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The state has created framework and conditions for safeguarding this tradition through different support programmes on national and regional levels. In January 2014 this element was inscribed on the State List of the Historical and Cultural Values of the Republic of Belarus. This fact has provided the protection of this element on the state level and its visibility and promotion.

The restoration of Budslaŭ Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary where the Icon of Our Lady stored was made in 2005 -- 2013 in the frameworks of the State programme "Culture". The Belarusian Cultural Foundation in 2016 began collecting funds for the restoration of the famous altar of the 17th century in the Budslaŭ  temple. All this actions should ensure the harmony of material and intangible aspects of the Budslaŭ  heritage.

In 2014 the Round Table Discussion between Ministry of Culture and representatives of both Christian churches (Catholic and Orthodox) took place where the issues on the safeguarding of Budslaŭ shrines were discussed. A special policy plan of the preservation  of  religious heritage was developed by the Ministry of Culture after this discussion. Many actions regarding the preservation of sacral places now are coordinated with the authorities of both confessions.

In 2014 -- 2016 a serie of discussions took place with locals and local authority in Budslaŭ devoted to future inscription of the  Budslaŭ Fest in ICH Representative list.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	Since the viability of the element is not endangered, majority of proposed measures are focused on raising awareness, documentation, regulation of rules and judging, improving performance and validity of the results. 

2) Research and raising awareness of  the tradition:

-- continuation the forming of the archive of documents, audio and video-records established two year ago by local priest and activists from Budslaŭ;

-- digitalization of the archive and establisment  in 2017--2018 the database and the internet-site devoted to the history and culture of Budslaŭ, including the information of Budslaŭ Fest and the pilgrimage (20 000 BYR).

-- cooperation with the media to introduce the Celebration  in Honor of the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady (Budslaŭ Fest).

-- developing educational tool-kits, both for children in Budslaŭ and for use by kids and youth elsewhere (6 000 BYR).

--  extending international cooperation with piligrims from other countries (as a rule, neighboring countries), who annually participates in the pilgrimage to Budslaŭ; recoding their  interviews about this ceremony in order to supplement the archive of  their personal recollections and photos.

-- creating an on-line study course to introduce Budslaŭ and Budslaŭ Fest to students studying culture science, antropology and ethnology (2000 BYR).

Organizations involved: Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, The Conference of Catholic Bishops in Belarus, The Budslaŭ parish, Budslaŭ  Executive Council, Myadzel Regional Department od Culture, Minsk Regional Methological Centre of Culture, Foundation "Cultural Heritage and Modernity", Belarusian Foundation of Culture, Belarusian ICOMOS, Students' Ethnography Society, Youth Club "Historica", Institute of Culture of Belarus, Maydzel museum of local history and culture (Maydzel ia a centre of the provice where Budslaŭ is located), local school (teachers and kids).

2) Enhancing the sustainable development of the Budslaŭ area, including raising its socio-economic and cultural level, which is thought to be essential for eliminating the existing risks (young people's leaving the village, the lack of jobs, constrained business development, and so on.) as well as for providing support to local artisans (young people and local artisans are in fact the main "players" in the "field" of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage). Among them:

-- elaboration of the development strategy of Budslaŭ area based on the community-led and rehabilitation of cultural and natural heritage in 2017-2018;

-- providing training courses for local farmers and local craftsmen on the mobilisation of their activity and  motivations on the development of leaderships and public sector.

Organizations involved: Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus, The Budslaŭ parish,  Budslaŭ Executive Council, Myadzel Regional Department od Culture, Minsk Regional Methological Centre of Culture, Foundation "Cultural Heritage and Modernity", Belarusian Foundation of Culture, Belarusian ICOMOS, Students' Ethnography Society, Youth Club "Historica", Institute of Culture of Belarus, Maydzel museum of local history and culture (Maydzel is a centre of the district, where Budslaŭ is located), local school (teachers and kids), local activists, farmers, tourist agencies and organizations.

1) Creation of good preservation conditions of all tangible objects associated with ICH element. Indeed, this measure does not relate directly to the practice of the element, but are deemed extremely necessary for the sustainable development of the area. The small village of Budslaŭ with a population of 2 thousand people receives up to 40 thousand pilgrims every year. It is a huge load on the local cultural landscape, and unless the appropriate infrastructure is created, it jeopardises the natural and ecological equilibrium of the area. The activity includes:

- Landscaping around the Budslaŭ basilica (church)  through using the public and private funds (25 000 BYR);

-- Restoration of  interior of Budslaŭ church, including the altar of 17 century and frescoes at the expense of public and private funds (600 000 BYR);

-- Building the Pilgrims' House through public and private funds (300 000 BYR).

-- Building the parking for transport (20 000 BYR).

Organizations involved: Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus,  Conference of Catholic Bishops in Belarus, The Budslaŭ parish,  Budslaŭ  Executive Council, Myadzel Regional Department od Culture, Minsk Regional Methological Centre of Culture, Foundation "Cultural Heritage and Modernity", Belarusian Foundation of Culture, Belarusian ICOMOS, Students' Ethnography Society, Youth Club "Historica", Institute of Culture of Belarus, local farmers.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Effective implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures is possible only in the result of close cooperation of local community (parishioners of the Budslaŭ church, local farmers and youth) with different concerned organizations and individuals on regional and national levels. The community-led strategy for Budslaŭ based on the rehabilitation of cultural and natural heritage will be developed and implemented through next 5 years by joint efforts of local community, Ministry of Culture, Myadzel Regional Cultural Department, youth volunteer organizations, other stakeholders. The aim is not only to provide the activity of  the rehabilitation of cultural and natural heritage of Budslaŭ , but to create good conditions for further sustainable development of Budslaŭ area.

The financing of the realization of the plan of safeguarding measures will be by different  ways: on the base of the state and regional cultural programmes, for example, with  the help of  State programme "Culture" for 2015 -- 2020 years; Minsk regional programme for the sustainable development of small historic towns and sites; private investments, investments of Minsk Catholic structures.

The Belarusian mass-media of different levels also play an important role in disseminating information on the Budslaŭ, its traditions and heritage, its role for the Belarusian national identity.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The plan of safeguarding measures described above is discussed broadly with representatives of local community of Budslaŭ, concentrated mainly around the local parish. On the initiative of local activists, among which local priest, some farmers, local teachers, representatives of local authority, youth) several round tables have been organised in the end of 2014. They also  discussed the issues od safeguarding and promotion of Budslaŭ shrines. Similar discussions were held at a joint seminar in December 2014, organized jointly by the Ministry of Culture, the Institute of Culture of Belarus with the participation of  Catholic community. The representatives of Orthodox diocese were also involved as well as volunteers from some youth public organizations. In 2015 the Belarusian Foundation of Culture with the support of local community and local Catholics has opened  a charity account to raise funds for the restoration of an ancient altar and the icon.  

In December 2016 at the seminar held in Budslau, representatives of pilgrims and local peaple revised and supplemented the list of measures for safeguard and promote the Budslaŭ Fest, taking into account the comments of UNESCO experts. They noted, however, the importance of preserving harmony between the tangible and intangible heritage, and also emphasized the relationship between the sustainable development of the Budslav village itself and the preservation of its traditions.

Today, many Belarusian people support the idea of  safeguarding of  the Budslaŭ  tradition, understanding of  its role and significance for the Belarusian identity.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Institute of Culture of Belarus
Name and title of the contact person:

Alla Stashkevich, Head of the Cultural Heritage Department
Address:

ul. Kalinovskogo,12 Minsk 220086
Telephone number:

+375 29 3320394
E-mail address:

heritage.bel@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

www. inbelkult.by; www.livingheritage.by


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The idea to nominate Celebration in Honor of the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady (Budslaŭ Fest) to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity belonged to the most active pilgrims from Minsk region and the local community of Budslau. By first of all this idea was proclaimed in 2013 during the Budslau Fest. This year was special because the 400s anniversary of Budslau Icon of Our Lady was celebrated and Budslau Fest has gathered more 40 000 pilgrims from Belarus and other countries. This proposal was supported by the Conference of Catholic Bishops in Belarus, the Budslaŭ parish and Budslau local authorities. Experts from Institute of Culture of Belarus, National Academy of Belarus were involved for preparing the nomination.

 By joint efforts the necessary documents were prepared to include this element in the State List of Historical and Cultural Values. It was happened in January 2014.

Nomination process was discussed at a serie of round tables, which were organized in 2013 -2016 in Budslaŭ, at the Institute of Culture of Belarus.

In Budslaŭ there was the discussion during the Budslaŭ Fest 2014 with a broad participation of local community, pilgrims, experts. This discussion has concerned not only the nomination process but possible safeguarding measures and responsibilities of all stakeholders.

In the end of  2014 Ministry of Culture of Belarus held the meeting with the participation of representatives of both Cristian confessions of Belarus. Participants of this meeting also supported the nomination of Budslaŭ Fest on the Representative List.

The priest Vladislav Zavalniuk, Dean, Rector of the Church of St. Simon and St. Alena (Minsk), one of the organizers of pilgrimage to Budslau from Minsk region, has financed the production of the film for the nomination. Photographers from leading Belarusian newspapers gave necessary photos.

On the initiative of different media the broad discusion panel regarding the nomination the celebration in Honor of the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady (Budslaŭ Fest) to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity was opened for all stakeholders. This idea was actively discussed on the national TV and radio and on-line. Today we should say that this nomination has received a broad support by the majority of the Belarusian society. It is very important taking into account the highest status of this ICH element for the Belarusian identity.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Budslaŭ Fest nomination was prepared with the free, prior and informed consent of all stakeholders, first of all the direct carriers of the tradition (both locals and pilgrims). 

As mentioned in Section 4.a the idea of nomination was supported by the participants of the annual Budslaŭ Fests (2014-2106): pilgrims and local people. They played active roles in elaborating the extended nomination.

All those concerned had opportunities to discuss the nomination with the the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus and the National Commission for UNESCO: prior to the submission of the nomination file. They were informed on the purpose of an inscription on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, both positive and negative effects of an inscription, the significance of the safeguarding and monitoring of the element after the inscription and the detailed steps of the nomination process. They made their own decisions regarding the nomination, and took an active role in the creation of the file and supplementary documents. As a result of all of these processes, the communities of pilgrims, locals and local governments consented to the The Budslaŭ Fest nomination of their own free will.

The statements certifying the consent of the concerned communities are attached to this nomination file. Thus, the following attestations of consent are included:

The Ministry of Culture of Belarus

Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusiewicz, Archbishop Metropolitan of Minsk-Mahileou  

The Budslaŭ parish represented by the priest
The Local authority and locals (more than 100 persons of different confessions)

Pilgrims (families and groups)

Greek Catholic parish

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words.
Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	The Celebration in Honor of the Budslaŭ Icon of Our Lady (Budslaŭ Fest) is open for broad public. The organization structures and scenarios are transparent and open.

Access to the relic -- the Icon of Our Lady, stored in the Budslaŭ Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is regulated by religious rules and it is not related to this nomination. During the Budslaŭ Fest the night procession with the icon and candles takes place, in which all pilgrims and locals participates.


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	Zavalniuk Uladzislau, the Priest.

ul. Koltsova, d. 153, 220050, Minsk, Belarus

+ 375-17-2876476

+ 375-17-2204415,

+ 375-29-6204415

info@catholic.by

Yury Sanka, the Priest

ul. Revalutsijnaya, 1a

Minsk 220025

Belarus

+375 29 6955351

+375 29 7955351

archdiocese@catholic.by

Budslaŭ Parish

Viktar Burlaka, the Priest

Red Square, 8 Budslaŭ 220374, Myadzel district, Minsk region, Belarus

+375 01797 3 13 99

+375 01697 3 13 73 

www. catholic.by/budslau

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
State List of Historical and Cultural values of Belarus, inscribed on 22/01/2014, 11-01001/210

National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Belarus: http://livingheritage.by/nks/3182/; http://livingheritage.by/en/nks/3182/  
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

Міністэрcтва культуры Рэспублікі Беларусь

Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Belarus
Інстытут культуры Беларусі
Institute of Culture of Belarus
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

The Belarusian Inventory of ICH is regulary updated (after the  annual monitoring of ICH elements inscribed in the Inventory). The monitoring report is published online on the site www.livingheritage.by (section “Publication”: http://livingheritage.by/publications/). The 2014-2015 years reports also available in this section  (only Belarusian version).

The local community had been actively involved in the process of the inventory of the element since 2006, when the Fest Archive was created at the local Catholic church. Local people and pilgrims kept contributing documents, photographs, recorded interviews, and discussions were held. It was the beginning of the inventory of the element. Later, it was the local activists in cooperation with the representatives of the pilgrims' community that filled out the Nomination Form for inscribing it on the National ICH Inventory and on The State Register of Historical and Cultural Values of the Republic of Belarus. 
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies):

State List of Historical and Cultural values of Belarus, inscribed on 22/01/2014, 11-01001/210

National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Belarus:
http://livingheritage.by/nks/3182/; http://livingheritage.by/en/nks/3182/  
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

State List of Historical and Cultural values of Belarus, inscribed on 22/01/2014, 11-01001/210

National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Belarus: 2014, revised in 2015 and 2016  
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of gender of participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

In Belarus,  an extensive network for the inventory of ICH was created since 2009. It involves representatives of ICH carriers, curatorial centers in the regions, non-governmental organizations such as the Student Ethnographic Association, expert communities. The Institute of Culture of Belarus, responsible for the National ICH Inventory, has developed a special nomination form, which usually fill by the representatives of ICH communituies. They also collect all the necessary documentation. After the examination (scientific and  the technical), the file is submitted to the Republican Council for Heritage Protection, which assigns the status of historical and cultural value and inscribes it into the State List of Historical and Cultural Values and the National Inventory of ICH.

Regarding the Budslau Fest, it is possible to say that the local community had been involved in the process of the inventory of this element since 2006, when the Budslau Fest's archive was created at the local Catholic church.  Later, it was the local activists in cooperation with the representatives of the pilgrims' communities  have filled out  the Nomination Form for   inscribing it on the National ICH Inventory and on the State Register of Historical and Cultural Values of the Republic of Belarus (2013-2014).
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element. 
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. 4 hyperlinks in total to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Belarus:

http://livingheritage.by/nks/3182/; http://livingheritage.by/en/nks/3182/ 

and at: 
http://www.livingheritage.by/nks/3182/.

http://livingheritage.by/publications/

http://livingheritage.by/gallery/fotagalereja/1196/  


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	1.Сказ пра Будслаўскую сьвятыню: Гісторыя касьцѐла і кляштару айцоў бернардынцаў у Будславе // Вера і жыцьцѐ. 1993. Чэрвень. С. 11-12, 21-22. 

2. Завальнюк Ул. //Будслаўскі касцѐл - святыня Беларусі// 1997 

3. Беларуская Энцыклапедыя, 2005. — 684 с.: іл. ISBN 985-11-0314-4. 4. 

4. Брама да неба: Спеўнік пілігрыма Мінск-Будслаў. — Мн., 2008. 

5. Будслаўская базіліка Унебаўзяцця Найсвяцейшай Панны Марыі / Рэд. Ю. Паўлюкевіч. — Мн., 2005. 

6. Падарожжа ў Будслаў: зборнік. — Мн.: Беларускі кнігазбор, 2002 

7. Кс. Владислав Завальнюк. История Будславской базилики // Pro Christo. 1998. 

8. Інакенцій Русецкі OFM. Нацыянальны санктуарый Маці Божай Будслаўскай // Pro Christo. 2001. 

9. Ежы Кавальчык. Старажытны алтар // Pro Christo. 2001.

10.Национальный санктуарий Матери Божьей Будславской // Сост. о. Виктор Бурлака. 2009 

11.З любоўю пра Будслаў. Мінск, 2013 

12.Chodzko I. Domek mojego diadka. Smierc mojego diadka.// Lwow, Warszawa, Krakow, 1926.– S.4-5, 42-47. 

13. Dzwonkowski R. Kosciol katolicki na Bialorusi -- przemiany i problemy // Sprawy Narodowosciowe: Seria nowa. Poznan, 1993. Т. 2 z.1(2). С. 163- 176.

14. http://catholic.by/2/en/belarus/sanctuarium/100262-budslau.html 

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Alexander Yatsko
Title:
Vice-Minister of the Ministry of Culture of Belarus
Date:
28 March 2017
Signature:
<signed>
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