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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Mexico

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	La Romería (the pilgrimage): ritual cycle of ‘La llevada’ (the carrying) of the Virgin of Zapopan

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	N/A

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	The feast is popularly known as:

* 'La Romería of the Virgin of Zapopan'

* 'The Bringing/Arrival of the Virgin'

Throughout its history, the Virgin, officially named Nuestra Señora de la Expectación de Zapopan, has received the following official designations, which can be identified in her badges:

The Pacifier (1541)

Miracle Worker (1641)

Patroness against Storms, Thunders and Epidemics (1734). 

General of the Armed Insurgency (1821). She received the blue band and the sable.

Universal Patroness of the free and sovereign State of Jalisco (1823). She received the golden scepter.

Pontifical Coronation by Benedict XV (1921).

Pontifical Proclamation as Patroness of the Archdiocese of Guadalajara (1989).

Queen of Chapala Lake and its lakeside towns (2009).

Star of Evangelization.

The Virgin is popularly known as:

'La Generala'.

'La Chaparrita'.

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	•
**Guard of honor formed by:

•
 **The Regal Guard, a marching band, escorted by men, women (youngsters and children) , “Retaguardia” (Rear) by women, “Custodios” (Custodians) and “Calabroteros” by men 

•
**Native Dancers groups:

•
* Zapopan Native Dancers Headquarters, 10.700 dancers.

      * Jalisco Royal Union of Native Dancers Headquarters, 5.500 dancers.

* State of Jalisco Chimalhuacan Dancers Headquarters, 9.500 dancers.

*Los Morenos: In charge of keeping order, opening the native dancers parade, 

  responsible of keeping  the tradition alive.

* Dance groups and pilgrims from other states.

•
** State of Jalisco Charros associations.

•
** Mariachi  and Norteño bands.

•
** Franciscan  and other religious orders.

•
** Archdiocese of Guadalajara.

•
* Guadalajara Metropolitan Area and Chapala Lake region parishes (GMA).

•
* Fraternities: Jerusalem Holy Sepulcher Knights; Colombus Knights; Nocturnal  

 Adoration .

•
** Merchants and Craftsmen who accompany the Virgin during ritual cycle.

•
** GMA community.

•
** Latin American communities from USA.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	This cultural expression takes place mainly in the region where Nuestra Señora de la Expectación de Zapopan is venerated, encompassing the Guadalajara Metropolitan Area, fundamentally Guadalajara, Zapopan, and the Chapala lake area, in the State of Jalisco, west Mexico.

The veneration of the Virgin´s image has spread to other states of the country: Ciudad de México,

Coahuila, Estado de México, Guanajuato, Michoacán, Nayarit, Puebla, Querétaro y Zacatecas. The influence of these cultural expressions originate in the faith and devotion have also surpassed the national frontiers, and have found echoes in Latin American communities allocated in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sailt Lake City and Chicago, in the United States of America.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr.
Family name:

Ascencio Rubio
Given name:

Luis Gerardo
Institution/position:

Director of Cultural Affairs 
Address:

Vicente Guerrero #233 Col. Las Huertas Zapopan Jalisco 
Telephone number:

+ 52 33 38182200 ext 3844
E-mail address:

luis.ascencio@zapopan.gob.mx 


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	  ---

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,
d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The annual celebration of La Romería, on October 12th, honoring the image of the Virgin of Zapopan, tradition dated since 1734, is one of the symbols of unity, continuity and social and cultural identity, recognized by the communities of the region. This day marks the final phase of the annual ritual cycle popularly known as “The Carrying of the Virgin”, that begins in May and is comprised of many community and liturgical activities, which have as singularity the accompanying of the image throughout the different visit sites (temples, prisons, hospitals, markets, factories and schools of the GMA), and finishes with the return travel to its Basilica, in Zapopan.

This ceremonial complex is the result of the conjunction of popular religious expressions, reflected both on the day of La Romería itself, through the massive community participation reaching more than 2 million people, as through the one year planning of each visit, with the support of ecclesiastical and governmental authorities, as facilitator and coordinator entities.

One of the main features of the festivity is the massive presence and participation of diverse native dancers groups (of indigenous and Spaniard roots) with the purpose of worship, they are communally organized, and its number is estimated at over 26.000 dancers, in addition to the different community groups that accompany the return of the image to its shrine.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	**THE GUARD OF HONOR: If is formed by 500 Devotees Association of the Virgin,  divided by: Regal Guard (Elite group accompanying the Virgin during visits to Chapala Lake. Mass sponsorship renewal at Hospicio Cabañas and during the ¨Romería¨ on October 12th; they wear uniforms like the Vatican Swiss Guards; marching band; groups of young and adult men and women, and children. Usually  ladies parade at the end and mer are the guardians. The ¨Calabroteros¨, dressed in dark blue and white attire are in charge of  carrying and pulling  a thick rope called ‘calabrote. They usually  lead the procession. Members must be individuals of good behavior, with a Catholic lifestyle, who obey and attend religious activities all year long, they are to accompany the Virgen during her visits to all neighborhood churches.

**GROUPS OF DANCERS: Their goal is to keep their promises and vows, and show ancestral religiosity. They dance to mestizo choreographies, to the beat of prehispanic percussions, and Spaniard string instruments. Dancers wear costumes of Pre-hispanic inspiration, decorated with exotic designs made with feathers and sequins in bright colors, sharing a common theme: The warrior dancers, that remind us of the peace process during the Spanish Conquest. 

** Franciscan Order. They have been the guardians of the Virgin at the Basilica since the 16th Century. They coordinate the GUARD OF HONOR and are responsible for the Virgin´s transfers, and organize the ritual’s cycle.

** Pilgrims from different communities in the region.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The faith and devotion to the Virgin of Zapopan, reason of the ritual cycle and La Romería, has been transmitted from generation to generation among the inhabitants of the region. The organized groups have historically defined a set of regulations and precepts according to the transmission of the traditions, ritual activities and values, in correspondence to their function within the ritual cycle.

Regarding dance, the teaching of dance moves, chants, tradition, respect and duties to younger generations, occurs through the rehearsals beginning at least two months before La Romería, in the shrines of each group.

As to the Guard of Honor, knowledge transmission occurs through a process of training that includes to know, to study and to accomplish the statutes, to receive the sacraments frequently, and to attend parishes’ visits throughout the year. To be admitted is necessary to have at least 5 years old, to have received the sacraments of the church, corresponding to their age or marital status, and to have a letter of recommendation from their parish.

As to the transmission of arts and trades related with the cultural expression, they have been followed teaching and learning processes based on oral tradition and the constant recreation of them. This is the case of the embroidery costume and badges of the Virgin; the making of costumes and accessories for the dancers; the making of musical instruments, arches and carpets of sawdust, flowers and alfalfa, which dress the ritual space where the Virgin transits.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	For over 400 years ¨The Virgen de la Expectación¨ image, is a cultural expression that refers to a gift by Fray Antonio de Segovia to Zapopan on the day of its foundation as a village, on December 8th, 1541). This unique form of people´s religiosity has been revered, and traditionally is an important factor for reinforcing social cohesion and cultural identity in this Mexican region.

The Carrying, (“La Llevada”), and the activities derived from this ritual cycle of the Virgin of Zapopan, encompass a public massive demonstration in which the streets and public spaces become a community’s ritual festival, featuring different folk artistic expressions of collective collaboration, contributing to an adequate performance of social life among the participants involved in this practice.

Throughout the year, the planning of the activities is well established, structured and depends on the interaction of different communities, helping them renewing and reinforcing their social ties.

The Virgin´s image visits many churches around the city and is welcome by diverse ephemeral artistic expressions that include arches made flowers, pierced paper hangings, confetti, street sawdust carpets, music and food booths, featuring dancers, and marching bands. All of these elements strenghten and  validiate this popular cultural popular event. This tradition began initially in Zapopan, but is has spread out through the different churches around the city continuing the tradition that is now several centuries old. The community participation, gives the character as Intangible Cultural Heritage to this manifestation of popular religious faith.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The spirit of La Romería of the Virgin of Zapopan and of the whole ritual cycle of "La Llevada" (The Carrying), is based precisely on promoting solidarity, dialogue and respect among all the participating communities involved, in which a wide diversity of actors get along not only during La Romería itself, but during all the activities carried out along the year. As well, La Romería encourage intergenerational communication, by creating a unique space of coexistence for grandparents, parents and children. In that sense, the cultural element is also in accordance with the principles that govern the existing instruments of human rights, while promoting gender equality, by allowing women to participate in equal conditions and representation with the male gender.

In addition, La Romería is in line with the principles of sustainable development, in which particular attention has been paid in the drafting of the Safeguarding Plan, which has been developed with the widest community participation.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(vi) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	This cultural event is mostly revered in Western Mexico, also has a strong relevance in many cities of the United States, where it has not yet ratified the 2003 Convention, so its registration in the  Representative List, and its promotion as such, will contribute to a better understanding of this international instrument, and the importance of the ICH as a factor of social cohesion, within the communities that testify the visits and rituals regarding the Virgin of Zapopan.

The inclusion of this expression on the Representative List will promote the identification of the ICH as a means of recovery, safeguarding and diffusion of the community cultural values, in Mexico and abroad, that has similar practices in its repertoire, and that could be enriched and may adapt  to the safeguarding measures implemented in La Romería and its ritual cycle, to its own cultural practices.

	(vii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	La Romería and the ritual cycle of The Carrying of the Virgin of Zapopan is an example of how the Intangible Cultural Heritage encourages dialogue between communities, because it has played a very relevant role in the relationship construction between Guadalajara and Zapopan cities. Although it is true that the Basilica of Zapopan is the Virgin´s home, she passes much of the year touring the city of Guadalajara, strengthen the ties and the mutual understanding between both communities.

To the latter it should be sum the strong tie formed between Zapopan´s migrant communities, located in other countries (mainly in the United States), with their hometown thanks to this cultural expression, whose cultural practices related to their faith and devotion have promote the creation of links with Salvadoran and Honduran communities, thus becoming a dialogue factor and promoting social cohesion.

	(viii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inclusion of La Romería, the ritual cycle of The Carrying of the Virgin of Zapopan in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will contribute to promote respect toward cultural diversity and human creativity, since it constitute a valuable example of both. It has been the frame where a set of indigenous and mestizo expressions have merged, making it the cultural demonstration of popular religiosity in Mexico where we testify the biggest number of pilgrims and dancers in the same day and space; which year by year reproduce, transmit, and revitalize their cultural expressions, adapting them to current scenes of the cultural urban reality, where can also be observed elements from rural life, showing the adaptability and creativity as human skills, without being detrimental for the symbolism of the cultural expression itself.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals  concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	La Romería, ritual cycle of The Carrying of the Virgin of Zapopan is one of the popular cultural expressions with most validity and strong roots in west Mexico, this is due to the comunitary strength that support it year after year, and whose high participation rates have pushed to implement long term decisions by the governmental authorities, ate their different levels, in order to consolidate a solid safeguarding structure with the following action areas:

•
Management and organization of La Romería.

•
Creation of an effective system of public security and civil protection, during La Romería and the visits in The Carrying of the Virgin.

•
Regulation of itinerant trade.

•
Media coverage of La Romería.

•
Preservation of historic sites and public spaces where the procession passes through on October 12th.

On the other hand, the bearer and practitioner community, through the organized groups of civil and ecclesiastic society, such as the Guard of Honor, the Franciscan Order, the three Headquarters of dancers, the parishes groups coming from the near 200 spaces visited by the Virgin during the year in Guadalajara, amongst other cities, has allowed the survival and realization of this cultural manifestation for almost 280 years now. It shows a solid validity, which is not just the result of its rooting in the community itself, but also it allows to foresee and to assure the continuity of its practice in the next generations.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Despite the validity of this cultural expression, it is possible to observe changing processes and the loss of traditional symbols and elements. The commercial use of the events surrounding the end of the ritual cycle (La Romería), may cause a distortion or misinterpretation of its ceremonial and symbolic character, jeopardizing its ceremonial and communitarian fundaments such as values, cultural forms, organization, among others.

Regarding this, the recognition of communitarian structures that make possible the cycle ritual has been promoted (Headquarters of dancers, Guard of Honor, etcetera), giving them a leading role when it comes to perform the ritual activities. In this sense, the governmental authorities have served as resource facilitators, and creators of general guidelines, allowing the harmonic and pacific performance of La Romería, and the visits of the Virgin to Guadalajara and other cities as well.

It is important to point out that one of the more delicate aspects of the process has been the coordination with the different activities carried at the same time in Guadalajara while La Romería is taking place, activities that could interfere somehow with the rituality aspect in certain moments of the procession. However, this is an issue that has been treated, and in fact it is a very important point in the Safeguarding Plan that has been elaborated jointly. 

As part of the actions aimed to safeguarding the tradition, in 2016 ¨La Romería¨ was declared an Intangible Cultural Heritage by the Municipality of Zapopan according to the current legislation.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	La Romería, ritual cycle of The Carrying of the Virgin of Zapopan is one of the cultural expressions associated with the popular faith and devotion of the rural and urban Jalisco´s communities and its surrounding environment. Since the 18th Century to the present, this manifestation has played a primary importance in the configuration of a regional identity in west Mexico. In this sense, they have been identified diverse forms in which this festivity is expressed, a feast that also covers all areas and strata within communitarian life, because it is integrated from the organization and from the material and symbolic local exchanges, with special emphasis on the vulnerabilities that could be facing following its inclusion in the Representative List. Four areas of action have been defined:

Area: REASSESMENT AND TRANSMISSION

Problem detected: Risk of loss of the original meaning of the festivity

Objectives: 

- Reassessment of the manifestation as cultural heritage.

- To safeguard the familiar and community sense that makes the festivity possible.

- To ensure that new generations do not lose the sense of accompanying the Virgin.

- To identify and safeguard the ICH of Jalisco, starting from the diffusion of La Romería and The Carrying of the Virgin, as Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Actions:

- To invite new participants through the rehearsals and public acts performed by the dance Headquarters, and through the membership recruitment for the Guard of Honor (based on internal guidelines).

- To create a support fund so the dance Headquarters can operate, and they can afford the supplies needed for the elaboration of clothing and ornaments.

- To perform tributes dedicated to those dancing masters who have died.

- To identify, to document, and to register Jalisco´s Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Responsible: The Committee 

Area: PRESERVATION

Problem detected: There is a risk of commodify La Romería, in benefit of external groups.

Objectives:

- To avoid the interference of external agents, interfering with the organization of La Romería for their own profit.

- To preserve those spaces where the celebration and the ritual cycle takes place.

Actions:

- Effective operation and regular meetings of the Committee, within which it will be taken and discussed all the decisions concerning the accomplishment and management of La Romería and The Carrying.

- Assessment and management of the conservation status of the properties and sites related to  La Romería and the ritual cycle of The Carrying.

Responsible: The Committee

Area: DIFFUSION

Problem detected: Partial and isolated diffusion of all the elements that are part of La Romería and The Carrying of the Virgin.

Objectives: 

- To spread this cultural expression based on its value as a cultural heritage.

- Foresee the increase of the visibility that the possible inscription in the Representative List could bring, to anticipate its impact to the logistics strategy implemented so far and the load capacity that spaces could bear.

Actions:

- Publication of the papers derived from the academic research made during the dossier creation. 

- Institutional production of informative capsules, triptychs and brochures about the historical and cultural aspects of this tradition, so it can be broadcast on television and other media.

- Promotion of community and collective photographic and documentaries exhibitions, and conferences about La Romería and The Carrying.

- Reinforce the use of Internet social networks for its spread.

- Production of documentaries made by the audiovisual area of the Zapopan Archive Office.

- Single broadcast signal of La Romería.

- Publication of a book about La Romería (its origins, evolution, social and religious impact, etcetera) in coordination with the Chronicle Council.

Responsible: The Committee

Area: ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION

Problem detected: A better coordination between the local governmental authorities of the Metropolitan Area of Guadalajara , especially in terms of public security and civil protection; and

The lack of proper resting spaces for the dancers, as their activities last three days or more during the pilgrimage.

Objectives:

- To coordinate security issues involving the municipalities of the Metropolitan Area of Guadalajara.

- To facilitate temporary resting places, accessible for the dancers.

Actions:

- Regular meetings between the local authorities of Guadalajara and Zapopan, before the most significant visits of the Virgin and La Romería.

- To carry out community workshops to raise awareness among lay groups about the security measures, civil protection, operative actions, so all those involved would be able to have an integral overview, leading to make easier the actions during October 12th. 

- To assign a fixed budget to rent resting spaces.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	During the nomination file elaboration process and with the purpose of coordinate, regulate, manage and monitor the organization of La Romería (October 12th) and in order to accomplish those commitments and activities established in the Safeguarding Plan throughout the year (The Carrying), the local, state and federal authorities, ecclesiastic structure and community organized groups that accompanies and/or hosts the Virgin, have determined the creation of a COMMITTEE FOR THE PLANNING OF LA ROMERÍA AND MONITORING OF THE SAFEGUARDING PLAN (CPRMSP). This organization is composed of representatives of all those groups involved in this cultural expression:
Federal Government:

•     Ministry of Culture
•
National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH) through Center INAH Jalisco and the World Heritage Direction.

State Government:

•
Jalisco´s Ministry of Culture, through the Heritage Office, and Popular Cultures Office.

Zapopan Municipal Government:

•
Commission for Cultural Promotion

•
General Coordination of Community Affairs Bonding

•
Cultural Affairs Office

•
Municipal Archive 

•
Chronicle and History Council 

•
Tourism Affairs and Historical Center Unit

Guadalajara Municipal Government:

•
Chronicle and History Council

Ecclesiastical Structure:

•
Diocesan Clergy, Guadalajara Archdiocese

•
Franciscan Order, Friars of the Basilica of Zapopan

Communal organized groups:

•
Honor Guard

Dances Barracks:

•
Zapopan’s, Jalisco’s Royal Union  and State of Jalisco’s Chimalhuacan 
In addition, in 2015 the Zapopan City Council created a unit whithin the Cultural Affairs Department in order to encourage the process of protection, safeguarding and dissemination of municipal cultural heritage. In pursuing this, a study of research and consultation was implemented and in 2016 ¨La Romería¨ was recognized as municipal cultural heritage.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Safeguarding Plan presented here is the result of a thoughtful work made by the main bearers and practitioners involved; this plan was carried out through the attainment of two community workshops (November 2013 and January 2014). Based on the diagnosis revealed during the academic research and fieldwork process that sustains the nomination file, these workshops were able to identify vulnerable situations that could lead to potential risks, as a result of an increase visibility in case of an eventual inscription of La Romería in the Representative List, so this information was exposed to the bearer and practitioner community involved, in a more structured manner. During the workshops working days, these risks were discussed and even new ones were identified, and at the same time best safeguarding actions were agreed and defined that could help counteract them.

During the nomination file elaboration process and with the purpose of coordinate, regulate, manage and monitor the organization of La Romería, and in order to accomplish those commitments and activities established in the Safeguarding Plan throughout the year (The Carrying), the local, state and federal authorities, ecclesiastic structure and community organized groups that accompanies and/or hosts the Virgin, have determined the creation of the CPRMSP, the official space where the decisions related to “La Romería” will be exposed, discussed and decided.

On March 9th of 2017, meetings where held with the commiunities in order to confirm their interest for the nomination of “La Romería” to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

COMMITTEE FOR THE PLANNING OF LA ROMERÍA AND MONITORING OF THE SAFEGUARDING PLAN (CPRMSP)
Name and title of the contact person:

José Luis Coronado Vázquez.  Head of Cultural Heritage and Reserch Unit
Address:

Vicente Guererro #233 Col. Las Huertas, Zapopan Jalisco Mexico 
Telephone number:

+52 33 38182200 ext. 3844
E-mail address:

jose.coronado@zapopan.gob.mx 
Other relevant information:

jlcoronado.culturazapopan@gmail.com


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The official preparation of this nomination file started in march 2013, when Zapopan called local, state and federal authorities, of the ecclesiastic structure and organized community groups involved in the accompaniment or hostess process of the Virgin, in order to ask for their verbal consent, both to recording different moments during the ritual cycle, as for La Romería itself, as part of the initial work information collecting to provide academic support to the nomination file text.

The bearer community participated actively on the different stages of the academic research and fieldwork that was carried out pursuing the nomination file objectives, and also they participate in the workshops where the Safeguarding Plan was created, offering important information and showing their consent for this initiative and the commitment to continue working in the preservation and transmission to new generations of this cultural expression.

Thus, the research supporting this nomination, in addition to being based in the bibliography and historic documents, finds its main support in the bearers of the tradition testimonies, as the primary information source. They were interviewed several times through fieldwork executed by specialists in areas such as history, social anthropology, craft techniques and dance. The key informants were: dancers, civil, government and religious authorities, as well as other actors involved in the ritual cycle and members of the general population.

These interviews offered information not just about the description of the element, but also about the people´s perception of it and the importance for both their families and their community. They highlighted the heritage value, as a practice that follows and transcends the formal ecclesiastical precepts, which over time has established this tradition as a feature of identity and social unity for most of the inhabitants of the region.

Most of the interviews were recorded; this meant the creation of a valuable informative inventory, but it also meant the beginning of testimonial registration processes of those involved in the performance and transmission of the element.

Moreover, the Safeguarding Plan presented here is the result of a thoughtful work made by the main bearers and practitioners involved, this work was carried out through the attainment of two community workshops, where a diagnosis was made, identifying and discussing potential risks against the element, as well as safeguarding actions that could minimise it.
Since the beginning of the project aimed to submit a nomination file to the Representative List, the community bearers and practitioners involved in "La Romería", were deeply attached to any actions or mesures that could be related to their cultural manifestation, proof of this is their active participation in the recognition of "La Romería" as Intangible Cultural Heritage by the Municipality of Zapopan in 2016.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Pursuing the spirit and purposes of the 2003 Convention and of the Representative List, regarding the primary role that the bearers and practitioners communities of the intangible heritage have, as main subjects of it, this nomination file has its main foundation in the knowledge and free, prior and informed consent not only related for the submission of the nomination file itself, but even for the very beginning of the process elaboration of it.

Thereby, as an attached document to the nomination file is the “Statement of Recognition of 'The ritual cycle of The Carrying of the Virgin of Zapopan' as Intangible Cultural Heritage”, signed during the communitarian workshops conducted and where the main representatives of this cultural community expression, of the civil society organized groups, local and ecclesiastic authorities involved, express their free, prior and informed consent, so the Mexican government can submit the nomination; they recognize the element as part of their cultural heritage; they verify that they have participated in the nomination file elaboration process and in the making of the Safeguarding Plan; they manifest their commitment to continue safeguarding this tradition and to transmit it to the new generations through the implementation of the measures that conform the Safeguarding Plan.

We have been working on a continuous basis with the communities in order to achieve the safeguarding of the cultural expression.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	All bearers and participants associations in La Romería, ritual cycle of The Carrying of the Virgin of Zapopan:

** The Guard of Honor

** Native Dancers groups:

* Zapopan’s Native Dancers Headquarters 

* Jalisco’s Royal Union of Native Dancers Headquarters 

* State of Jalisco’s Chimalhuacan Dancers Headquarters

They have their own regulations and precepts for admission to their respective groups. In which, in general terms, the applicants must meet the following conditions:

- Be an acceptable moral person in their communities.

- Attend all the visits made by the Virgin throughout the year.

- It is forbidden to drink alcohol, to use drugs or tobacco during ritual contexts or doing it wearing the costumes (case of dancers).


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	a.
Guard of Honor of Nuestra Señora de la Expectación de Zapopan

b.
José de Jesus Galindo  (President)

c.
Basilica of Nuestra Señora de Zapopan. Eva Briseño 152, Col. Centro, C.P. 44250    Zapopan, Jalisco.

d.
Tel: +52 1 33 1026 1368 +52 33 3826 23 67

e.
 chuy151082@hotmail.com 

a.
Zapopan’s Native Dancers Headquarters 

b.
Natalio García (President) and Socorro Landeros (Secretary)   

c.
Calle Fray Miguel de Bolonia No. 96, Col. San Francisco C.P. 45140, Zapopan, Jal

d.
Tel. +52 33 3636 0165

e.      pequelulu1235@hotmail.com 

a.
Jalisco’s Royal Union of Native Dancers Headquarters 

b.
José Luis Quirarte Macías (President)

c.
Calle Sabino Delgado No. 160, Col. El Vigía, C.P. 45140, Zapopan, Jalisco

d.
Tel. +52 1 3310216437

a.      State of Jalisco’s Chimalhuacan Dancers Headquarters

b.     Salvador Mejía (President)

c.     Calle Ávila Camacho No. 242, esq. López Cotilla, Col. El Zapote, Tonalá, Jalisco.

d.     Tel: +52 1 3310825605

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
THE NATIONAL INVENTORY OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF MEXICO
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

Secretaría de Cultura de México / Ministry of Culture of Mexico
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

Mexico´s Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory elaboration and registration process began in 2008, from that year until 2013 the registration did not stop. Nevertheless, and due to the administrative change process from the National Council for Culture and Arts (CONACULTA) to the now Ministry of Culture, the registrer of new elements and the updating of the existing ones is on pause. 

It is worthy to mention that the respective governmental authorities along with the appropiate academic and research institutions, are working towards new mechanisms of registrating and proper updating in order to continue this duty, in accordance to the particular needs of the Mexican ICH and of the 2003 Convention.
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies):

“Los Tres Santuarios Marianos de Jalisco y sus peregrinaciones” (The Three Marian Sanctuaries of Jalisco and their pilgrimages), which include La Romería of the Virgin of Zapopan, was included in Mexico´s Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory in 2008, under the registration number AM3-JAL-1-51. 
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

The element was included in November 2008.
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of gender of participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

The record of registration of "The Three Marian Sanctuaries of Jalisco and their pilgrimages", which include “La Romería of the Virgin of Zapopan”, similarly to the 249 other sites registered so far in Mexico´s Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory (during its first batch and where the basis and mechanisms of the Inventory were under process of definition), was elaborated by researchers and specialists in intangible cultural heritage, whom systematized the compiled information during their fieldwork, working side by side with the bearers and practitioners involved in the cultural expression.
It is important to highlight that the selection of these specialists was made with base on their anthropological experience with the communities, that is to say that such specialists had a solid academic base but also the experience and sensibility of the direct contact with the bearers of the heritage, in such a way that these factors were reflected in the systematization of the ICH with which the communities could feel identified and represented.
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. 4 hyperlinks in total to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

The element register in the National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Mexico, can be corroborated in the link below:

http://sic.conaculta.gob.mx/ficha.php?table=frpintangible&table_id=16&estado_id=0 

* THE TRANSLATION OF THE INFORMATION IS APPENDED AS REQUIRED.


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	De la O Castellanos, Ana María (2000), “Vida y Costumbres en la villa de Zapopan, 1910-1940” en Lecturas Zapopanas, México, Ayuntamiento de Zapopan, El Colegio de Jalisco, pp. 5-18

González Escoto, Armando (1999), "Biografía de una tradición: las visitas de Nuestra Señora de Zapopan a Guadalajara de 1734-1999", Universidad del Valle de Atemajac, Guadalajara. 

González Escoto, Armando (2007), "El Santuario de Zapopan. Nuestra virgen, nuestra historia", México, Guadalajara, Jalisco, Universidad del Valle de Atemajac (UNIVA).

Gómez Martínez, Pablo (2006), “Tradiciones en ruta”, en Silvia Quezada (coordinadora), De fiesta por Jalisco, México, Secretaría de Cultura, Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco.

Kelkheim, Rita (2002), “Nuestra Señora de Zapopan” en Santuarios Marianos Mexicanos, Madrid, Agualarga, Noriega Editores. 

Lomelí, Víctor Hugo (1982), “La virgen de Zapopan” en José María Muriá, Jaime Olveda,  et al. Lecturas históricas de Jalisco. Antes de la Independencia, Tomo I, México, Gobierno de Jalisco. 

Nájera Espinoza, Mario Alberto (2006), Los santuarios. Aspectos de la religiosidad popular en Jalisco, México, Secretaría de Cultura, Gobierno del Estado de Jalisco.

Ochoa V. Ángel S. "Breve historia de Nuestra Señora de Zapopan". Zapopan, Jalisco. Imprenta San Francisco.

Palacio y Basave, Luis del Refugio (1920). "Interesantísimos documentos casi todos inéditos referentes a la Virgen de Zapopan". Guadalajara, Jalisco. Partida Flores, María de los Ángeles (2009), Imágenes Antiguas de Zapopan, Zapopan, Jalisco, México, Municipio de Zapopan, Jalisco. 

Sandoval Godoy, Luis (1982). "La Virgen de Zapopan", Bancomer, Guadalajara.

Reina de Jalisco (1984). "Historia y costumbrismo en torno a la imagen de Nuestra Señora de Zapopan", Guadalajara, Jalisco, México.

Rivera Acosta, Ma. Guadalupe y Chamorro Escalante, Jorge Arturo. "Catálogo etnográfico del Cuartel General de Danzas Chimalhuacanas del Estado de Jalisco (2001-2004). Parceiro: Danza y Percusión Étnica, S.C.

Secretaría de Turismo (1994), “Jalisco” en La ruta de los Santuarios, México.

UNIVA (2004), “La Romería de Zapopan” en Revista de Ciencias Religiosas, No. 15, año V, septiembre-diciembre, Guadalajara, Jalisco, México, Universidad del Valle de Atemajac.

Medina Loera, Javier (2008), "Los caminos de virgen. Imagen sin fronteras", Guadalajara, Jalisco, México, Ayuntamiento de Zapopan, El Informador. Diario Independiente.     

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Jesús Pablo Lemus Navarro
Title:
Mayor of Zapopan
Date:
30 September 2017 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
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