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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Ireland

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Hurling

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Iománaíocht

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Camogie [a form of Hurling played by females]

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	Hurling and Camogie are two national games indigenous to Ireland. The national games, that also includes Gaelic Football, are governed in Ireland and overseas by two volunteer-led sister organisations i.e. the Gaelic Athletic Association and the Camogie Association. In Ireland, there are 32 County Boards with a total of 1,615 GAA Clubs and 511,500 registered members across the island of Ireland. These bodies form a community network that is closely linked with Irish schools as Hurling is also played in 74% of Primary Schools and 66% of Post-Primary Schools. The game of Hurling is played by approximately 98,000 children while at Youth and Adult level there are an estimated 177,096 amateur players. In addition to this, the number of volunteers within the GAA amounts to 6% of the adult population in Ireland. Internationally, there are 8 International Units worldwide with 421 Clubs from Argentina to Vietnam with 27,764 registered members.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Geographical coordinates for the island of Ireland - 53.0000° N, 8.0000° W

Hurling is played throughout the island of Ireland. Hurling strongholds generally correspond with the more fertile agricultural lands of Ireland - east Munster, south Connacht, the Midlands of Leinster, south Leinster, Dublin and there are also strong pockets in Ulster - north County Antrim and the Ards Peninsula in County Down. However, while there is archaelogical evidence that Hurling was once played in areas such as Sligo, West Clare and West Kerry, there has been a long-term contraction in these areas. This historic contraction highlights the need to protect the game of Hurling across Ireland, particularly in depopulated areas. 

Hurling is also played outside of Ireland in a growing number of the 421 Clubs that are affiliated to the GAA's International Units. There are 8 International Units: Australasia; Asia; Britain; Canada; Europe; Middle East; North America; New York.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr
Family name:

Kenneally
Given name:

Stephen
Institution/position:

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
International Policy Administrator
Address:

23 Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02TD30
Telephone number:

+353 1 631 3822
E-mail address:

Stephen.Kenneally@chg.gov.ie


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	n/a

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (Traditional Games)

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,
d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Hurling is a field game played by 2 teams, which dates back 2,000 years featuring strongly in Irish mythology most notably the epic saga of Cú Chulainn. 

Traditionally, the number of players was unregulated and games were played across open fields. Nowadays, there are 15 players on Adult teams and the game is played on a clearly marked pitch that has a set of goalposts at each end, which are similar to rugby goalposts. 

Hurling is played using a wooden stick (hurley), and a small ball (sliotar). The shape and composition of these has changed over time but today a hurley is similar to a hockey stick except the end of it is flat and rounded while a sliotar is similar to a baseball but smaller. 

The object of the game is to use the hurley to strike the sliotar and hit it between the opposing team's goalposts. If it is struck over the crossbar a point is awarded. If it is struck beneath the crossbar, past the goalkeeper, a goal is awarded (3 points). 

The sliotar can be caught in the hand and kept in the hand by a player for 4 steps. After 4 steps a player must balance the sliotar on the end of the hurley. A player can pass the sliotar by striking the sliotar with the hurley in the air or on the ground or can pass the ball using a ‘hand-pass’ i.e. using an open hand to propel the ball to another player.  

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The primary bearers and practitioners of Hurling and Camogie are the players – known as hurlers (male) and camógs (female). Players train and play with their Club and/or School team in the first instance and, if they are especially talented, they will be selected to play with their County team.

Coaches are responsible for developing players through training sessions and games. 95% of coaches are volunteers while a small percentage are employed by the GAA and the Camogie Association to support the volunteers. In accordance with GAA policy, coaches must undertake Coach Education Courses, which are made available to all coaches. 

The games are regulated by Match Officials including a Referee, Linesperson (x2) and Umpires (x4). During a game the Referee is the primary Match Official and must ensure that players adhere to the Playing Rules of Hurling. There is one Linesperson on either side of the pitch and he is responsible for assisting the Referee and indicating when the sliotar has gone over the sideline. Two umpires stand at each end of the pitch beside the goalposts. They must indicate whether a player has missed a score or has scored a point (over the crossbar) or goal (under the crossbar). All Match Officials receive training in their roles.  

The GAA is responsible for approving and regulating the Playing Rules of Hurling. They also approve and organise competitions at all levels (Club/County). In addition to this, they are responsible for providing Learning & Development opportunities to Players, Coaches and Match Officials.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The game of Hurling dates back 2,000 years and was played without regulation until 1884. During this period the skills of the game were passed on through the act of playing the game. However, by the 19th century there was a growing fear that the game of Hurling was dying out. In 1884, the GAA was founded as part of the Gaelic Revival – a broad cultural movement to protect and preserve the Irish language, literature and games. Since then the GAA has taken responsibility for putting systems in place to transmit the skills and values of Hurling. 

Today the skills of Hurling are protected and promoted to new generations through providing coaching and games in Schools, Clubs and Counties throughout Ireland and overseas. Voluntary coaches are responsible for organising coaching sessions in their local schools and clubs, while also ensuring that there is a programme of games for players at each age grade from U.6 up to Adult level. The GAA and Camogie Association have also developed courses, workshops and qualifications to ensure that the volunteers are qualified as coaches and referees. 

Furthermore, the skills are promoted through televised games. The games that feature on television are generally games between adult players of the highest calibre - male and female - either at Club or County level. These games attract huge match-day crowds and television audiences e.g. in 2016, 82,300 people attended the All Ireland Senior Hurling Final in Croke Park while 900,000 people watched it on television or online.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Hurling is an intrinsic part of Irish culture and it is not limited to one community but rather goes to the heart of the social fabric of modern-day Ireland as it plays an unparalleled role in the promotion of physical fitness, health & well-being, inclusiveness, team spirit and community identity. 

Hurling provides people in Ireland and abroad with an irreplaceable connection to the past and a sense of identity that ties back to the folklore, myths and legends that surround the game. Apart from the ancient warriors and heroes associated with the game, in modern-day Ireland, hurling provides a platform to embrace and include all communities in Irish society. In schools and clubs nationwide, children of all backgrounds and nationalities are given the opportunity to pick up a hurley and to share the enjoyment that comes from playing Hurling. In so doing, they achieve a sense of belonging - becoming part of the global hurling community. 

The hurley and sliotar are symbols immediately recognisable throughout Ireland and abroad as uniquely Irish. But beyond this they are also symbols of the commitment, dedication and skill required to master this challenging yet fulfilling game. While the game provides men and women with sporting goals to aspire to, the act of playing hurling and being part of the community simultaneously develops them as people in a broader holistic sense.  

Ultimately the game is about connection – a connection to the past, a connection to heritage and a connection to a community and each other.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	No aspect of Hurling is incompatible with the international conventions on Human Rights. The tradition in no way threatens mutual respect between communities, groups or individuals. In fact, the game of Hurling is a key platform for the promotion of respect and inclusiveness between and within communities. The sense of connection provided by the game of Hurling is central to the realisation of meaning and purpose in the lives of those involved. 

As stated, the GAA and the Camogie Association are responsible for systematising the protection and promotion of Hurling. As part of this, the organisations have explicitly committed that they, as the governing bodies of the game of Hurling, will work to ensure that everybody who wishes to play Hurling and Camogie is welcome to participate and that they, as governing bodies, shall respect people of all nationalities, religion, ethnicities, sexual orientations, ages and abilities. This is reflected in the key construct of the GAA Games Development Framework i.e. ‘Play to Stay WeLL – (Wellbeing & Lifelong Learning)’. This commitment captures and reflects the essence of and the fundamental integrity underpinning the game of Hurling.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(vi) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Heretofore, there has been a general lack of awareness by the public of intangible cultural heritage. However, even since the decision to seek inscription for Hurling was announced, the significant coverage in the media has led to an increased awareness in Ireland. 

Granting inscription will significantly increase the visibility and understanding of intangible cultural heritage because of the national and international appeal of Hurling and also because of the commitment by the GAA and Camogie Association to increase awareness. 

The broad reach of Hurling is evident when one considers that individuals from 180 countries are subscribed to GAAGO (online platform to watch Ireland’s national games). Inscription will provide this extensive community with a chance to learn about intangible cultural heritage. Furthermore, public events (e.g. GAA World Games) and the GAA Museum, which attracts 137,000 visitors annually, provide unique platforms to inform and educate on the importance of intangible cultural heritage.

	(vii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	It is submitted that inscription will both generate and encourage dialogue amongst a variety of interested stakeholders with backgrounds ranging across sport, history and civic society.

It is anticipated that other traditional games (e.g. Shinty; Pelota) will look to Hurling and be inspired to pursue similar protection. Given the ancient nature of Hurling and its survival for over 2,000 years, it is expected that inscription will generate a renewed historical interest whether in the context of the special role of Hurling in Irish mythology or indeed the impact of the establishment of the GAA on Irish nationalism. Finally, Hurling is a unique vehicle for the generation of social capital and inscription will inspire renewed dialogue around the recognition of volunteerism.

As the custodians of Hurling, the GAA and Camogie Association will be willing to engage in dialogue in order to enhance knowledge sharing and cultivate synergies with interested parties worldwide.

	(viii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Hurling as a game transcends cultural boundaries and stigmas surrounding language, race, gender and religion. The existence of teams such as the Nihon Gaels (Japanese students studying in Ireland), the Hurling Club of Buenos Aires (comprised exclusively of Argentinians), the Barleyhouse Wolves (a team of American Marines) and the German-born team that attended the GAA World Games in 2016 is a testament to this. Inscription will provide Hurling with an internationally recognised and protected platform, whereby these teams and many other culturally diverse groups can come together in the act of playing the game. 

Inscription will also promote respect for the human creativity that is required across all facets of Hurling – from the production of handmade ash hurleys that are hewn and shaped by master craftsmen in accordance with an ancient tradition, to the spectacular physical prowess and technical skills displayed by our male and female players.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals  concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	As the custodians of Hurling, the GAA and the Camogie Association believe that the best way to preserve the viability of Hurling is to ensure that it is played as extensively as possible. These volunteer-led organisations have invested significantly in human and capital resources, to ensure that all children receive an opportunity to play Hurling and so that all volunteers are up-skilled. Underpinning the learning provided to volunteers is the identification, documentation, promotion and enhancement of the skills of Hurling. The provision of learning inputs has recently been innovated and revitalised through the introduction of an online Learning & Development portal – meaning that volunteers from Dublin to Dubai can access online workshops, courses and videos anytime. 

The Hurling community is also committed to ensuring that Hurling’s significance as part of Ireland's intangible cultural heritage is recognised. Past initiatives include the mass compilation of histories, hurling memories, oral testimonies, outreach projects in the community and the production of ‘Iomain, An Illustrated Heritage Guide to Hurling’. Many of these initiatives have been carried out to mark historical dates e.g. the Centenary of the establishment of the GAA (1994).  Furthermore, on-going initiatives and exhibitions to safeguard Hurling as intangible cultural heritage are regularly showcased at the dedicated GAA Museum in Croke Park, Dublin and at the Lár na Páirce Museum in Thurles.  Further testimonies to the antiquity of hurling have been maintained through individual collections including Ó Ceallaigh GAA collection in Limerick City Library and exhibitions by the National Museum of Ireland.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Current and past Irish Governments have made successive efforts to safeguard Hurling. The State have included a special reference to ‘Gaelic Games’ in the Physical Education curriculum for Primary School children to encourage widespread participation in Hurling. Furthermore, for the past decade, Sport Ireland, the State Agency for Sport in Ireland, has provided annual funding for the deployment of full-time coaching personnel who provide coaching in schools and aim to support and upskill volunteers. In addition to this, the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs, provides financial support for projects run by Units and Clubs internationally. Furthermore, the State has provided capital funding supports for the construction of many of the Hurling stadia nationally. All of these efforts reflect the commitment of the Irish State to increasing and supporting participation in Hurling. Throughout the recent recession, the State continued to provide funding for Hurling reflecting its commitment to the promotion and preservation of the game. 

In relation to Hurling’s place in Irish cultural intangible heritage, State bodies such as the National Museum of Ireland have held a number of exhibitions displaying artefacts and folklore relating to Hurling e.g a hurley that was radiocarbon dated to the fifteenth century AD. A recent exhibition in 2014 showcased the predecessor of the modern sliotar i.e. hair hurling balls. The balls of matted cow hair with a plaited horsehair covering were all found in bogs and are up to 800 years old. 14 such balls were displayed by the National Museum of Ireland. 

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	It is not anticipated that there will be any negative or unintended consequences as a result of inscription. Hurling is a game that requires high levels of technical skill and proficiency from a young age and there are genuine challenges for the protection of Hurling, particularly in the face of the homogenisation of world sports and the financial and media power of professional sports. However, the main stakeholders have collaborated to identify a series of safeguards that will be put in place to ensure the further promotion and development of Hurling as a traditional game and a recognised form of intangible cultural heritage.

The importance of education – formal, non-formal and informal – in terms of transmitting the skills of Hurling and ensuring increased awareness and understanding of intangible cultural heritage is unparalleled. The existence of the GAA museum provides a ready-made platform for the establishment of an exhibition and dissemination of information about the history of Hurling and its cultural significance. Once inscription is granted, the Museum will undertake to update existing information and to develop new mechanisms to communicate about inscription. In the context of educating players, coaches and the hurling community in general, it is proposed to use online platforms as well as face-to-face courses and workshops to transmit the skills of Hurling and the importance of the game from a cultural heritage perspective. The governing bodies of the sport commit to review existing educational inputs to incorporate reference to inscription. Furthermore, it is planned to approach the Department of Education & Skills with a view to incorporating the inscription into various aspects of the curriculum at Primary and Post-Primary level, in particular Physical Education and History. 

Stakeholders will also work in partnership with University researchers of Archaeology and History to deepen, enhance and promote the wider community's knowledge and understanding of the evolution of the game and its distinct heritage. 

In order to identify, document and research Hurling as a recognised form of intangible cultural heritage, it is intended to compile an interactive Heritage Map for clubs and communities across Ireland. The Heritage Map represents a synergy between the game, history, tourism and education. This process is already being piloted in Munster (one of the four Provinces) and further to inscription will be extended to the other Provinces and Internationally on a phased basis. 

The preservation and protection of Hurling extends beyond the game to the equipment used as part of the game. Stakeholders have agreed that safeguarding hurley manufacturing is a key priority, in particular due to the outbreak of Ash Dieback Diesease in Europe and the subsequent threat to the ash trees, which are integral to the manufacturing of hurleys. The inscription of Hurling as intangible cultural heritage will provide an added impetus to progress research and investment into mechanisms to ensure the protection of the ash hurley into the future.  

The promotion and enhancement of Hurling in both traditional and non-traditional areas is paramount. In order to achieve this two innovative projects are underway, namely The Celtic Challenge and the World Games. The Celtic Challenge is a developmental hurling competition for 17 year old players that will run across an 8 week period in the summer. In contrast to traditional competitions it will not operate on a knock-out basis, but rather will guarantee players a minimum of six games each. In addition to this, The Celtic Challenge is a departure from all other competitions as it will have all Counties in Ireland represented. Through the competition a total of 1,400 players on 47 teams will participate in 155 games. This will be a truly transformational competition that will safeguard the game for the coming generations. 

The promotion and enhancement of Hurling internationally has also been considered by the stakeholders and is a key priority for the community. The GAA World Games are planned for August 2019 and will bring players from all over the globe to Ireland to play and celebrate Hurling for a week long period. Teams from all corners of the world including Australia, South Africa, Denver, Toronto, Galicia, Oman and China will aim to participate in this tournament, which will serve to spread the story and skills of Hurling worldwide.  

Finally, the inclusion of Hurling on the interim National Inventory of intangible cultural heritage by the Minister of the Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural  and Gaeltacht Affairs, is a momentous and significant measure that will safeguard Hurling into the future while simultaneously reinforcing the importance of protecting our intangible cultural heritage.  

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Irish State will support the implementation of the safeguarding measures through a variety of different avenues, not least the inclusion of Hurling on the National Inventory of intangible cultural heritage (NI ICH-002) by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural  and Gaeltacht Affairs. 

In the first instance, ‘Sport Ireland’ – under the remit of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport - will provide funding to deploy coaching personnel with a view to increasing overall participation levels. Secondly, Sport Ireland through its constituent body ‘Coaching Ireland’, will collaborate with the GAA and Camogie Association to ensure accreditation of their Coach Education courses to the National Framework of Qualifications. This will ensure increase recognition for volunteerism and quality assure all educational inputs.  

The Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade will undertake to fund approximately 30 projects per annum in International Units and Clubs. This funding will be provided under the auspices of the Emigrant Support Programme with a view to enhancing cultural awareness around Hurling and maximising Hurling's community networks overseas. 

The Department of Education & Skills will work with the governing bodies to enhance the curricular commitment to Hurling as it currently exits. Furthermore, the Department of Education & Skills will support the roll-out, expansion and organisation of Hurling-specific coaching workshops for Primary Teachers, which will run during the summer months.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, as well as the GAA and the Camogie Association, are the lead bodies involved in the planning of proposed safeguarding measures. 

Throughout the process these organisations liaised with a range of different communities and groups to discuss and reach consensus on the proposals. Amongst the groups included were: the Hurling Development Committee (HDC), which includes former players and well-known individuals amongst the hurling community; the GAA World Committee, which represents the International Units and 421 Clubs overseas; the GAA Museum; the Irish Guild of Ash Hurley Makers (IGAHM). These bodies represent the range of different concerns and voices within the overall Hurling community and are qualified to advocate on behalf of same. The balance between genders was also evident throughout particularly as the Director of the GAA Museum is female as are the Executive Officers for the HDC, GAA World Committee and IGAHM.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Gaelic Athletic Association
Name and title of the contact person:

Mr. Pat Daly, GAA Director of Games Development 
Address:

Croke Park, Jones’ Road, Dublin 3, Ireland.
Telephone number:

+353 1 865 8626
E-mail address:

pat.daly@gaa.ie 


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The decision to seek nomination and inscription by UNESCO for Hurling as intangible cultural heritage was first made by the Hurling Development Committee (HDC), which is a National Committee of the GAA. The Committee is a body of volunteers comprised of former players, experts in the evolution of the game as well as representation from the Camogie Association. It is the responsibility of the HDC to advocate on behalf of the Hurling Community and to ensure that the game is safeguarded, protected and promoted in the most effective manner possible. 

As part of the process, the HDC coordinated engagement with a number of key stakeholders including the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. Other key collaborators in the process included; the GAA Museum; the Executive of the GAA; the Executive of the Camogie Association; the GAA’s International Units; the Irish Guild of Ash Hurley Makers (IGAHM); the Department of Archaeology in University College Dublin (UCD); and Ború Cultural Enterprises - a historical communications consultancy firm. 

Once the decision to seek nomination and inscription had been ratified by the Executive of the GAA and Camogie Association, an awareness campaign was implemented. Crucially this included a presentation to the Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht, which is a joint committee that includes members of the Irish Parliament (Dáil Éireann) and the Irish Senate (Seanad Éireann), 

Once the decision was ratified by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural  and Gaeltacht Affairs, it was publicly announced and communicated to the Hurling Community. This communication was led by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural  and Gaeltacht Affairs, the GAA and the Camogie Association through social media platforms and the print media. Members of the Hurling Community were invited to submit any comments, observations or recommendations to the Hurling Development Committee in preparation for this application.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The following letters were obtained via request from selected members of the Hurling Community as well as representatives from other sporting organisations in early 2016.

Letter 1: L1 Eoghan O'Neill (male) and the pupils of Oatlands (male/female)

Letter 2: L2 Aidan O'Sullivan (male) 

Letter 3: L3 Brian Cuthbert (male)

Letter 4: L4 Catherine Carty (female) (UNESCO Chair Project Manager)
Letter 5: L5 Daragh Sheridan (male)

Letter 6: L6 Dr. Brendan Cuddihy (male)

Letter 7: L7 Kevin Sheehan (male)

Letter 8: L8 Larry McCarthy (male)

Letter 9: L9 Mary-Kay Murphy (female)

Letter 10: L10 Niamh McCoy (female)

Letter 11: L11 Pat Bracken (male)

Letter 12: L12 Prof. David Lavallee (male)

Letter 13: L13 Séamus Hughes (male)

Letter 14: L14 Seán McGuinness (male)

Letter 15: L15 Seán Torpey (male)

Letter 16: L16 Wolfgang Baumann (male) 

Letter 17: L17 Tony Devine (male)

Letter 18: L18 Torquil McLeod (male)

Letter 19: L19 Áine Gibney (female) 

Letter 20: L20 Dr. Kieran Moran (male)   

Letter 21: L21 Dr. Donal McAnallen (male)

Letter 22: L22 Seán P. Ó Catháin (male)

Letter 23: L23 Dónal Óg Cusack (male)  

Letter 24: L24 Joan O'Flynn (female)

Letter 25: L25 James O'Connor (male)

Letter 26: L26 Paul McGinley (male)  

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	As far as the Hurling community is concerned there are no customary practices enacted and/or conducted within the Hurling community that will restrict access to the intangible cultural heritage of Hurling and therefore it is submitted that any such issue is not a concern in the context of inscription by UNESCO of Hurling as intangible cultural heritage.


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	a) Gaelic Athletic Association [GAA]

b) Pat Daly, Director of Games Development

c) GAA Offices, Croke Park, Jones' Road, Dublin 3

d) 00353 1 865 8626

e) pat.daly@gaa.ie

a) The Camogie Assocation

b) Joan O'Flynn, Director General

c) Camogie Association, Westward House, Jones' Road, Dublin 3

d) 00353 1 865 8656

e) joan.oflynn@camogie.ie

a) Hurling Development Committee [HDC]

b) Paudie O'Neill, Chairperson 

c) 286 Willowbank Drive, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14, Ireland

d) 00353 86 128 6605

e) paudieoneill10@gmail.com

a) Irish Guild of Ash Hurley Makers [IGAHM]

b) Mary-Kay Murphy, Secretary

c) Kilmagemogue, Kilimeaden, Co. Waterford, Ireland

d) 00353 51 384260

e) secretaryigahm@gmail.com 

a) Asian Board

b) Emily Ward, Secretary Asian Board

c) 2-7-11 Minanm Aoyoma, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 107-0062

d) 0065 98556563

e) secretary.asia@gaa.ie

a) Australasian Board [GFHAA]

b) Gerard Roe, Secretary GFHAA

c) 2 Amadeus Plance, Alice Springs, 8070, Northern Territory, Australia

d) 0061 402 337 838

e) gerardro@bigpond.net.au

a) Canadian Board 

b) Aingeala Uí Mhuirí, Secretary

c) c/o 2203 Hyannis Drive, North Vancouver, British Columbia V7H 2E7

d) 001 905 609 4727

e) secretary.ca@gaa.ie

a) European Board

b) JJ Keaney, Secretary

c) San Lambreto 12 ESC 2 3B, Madrid 28017, Spain
d) 0034 666 088871
e) secretary.europe@gaa.ie

a) Middle East Board

b) Seán O Sullivan, Secretary

c) C/O Abu Dhabi na Fianna, Dubai

d) 0096 6503973351

e) secretary.middleeast@gaa.ie

a) North American Board

b) Paul Keane, Secretary

c) 2000 Crystal Springs Road, Apt 1014, San Bruno, CA 94066

d) 001 415 350 5373

e) secretary.usa@gaa.ie

a) Provincial Council of Britain

b) Brendie Brien, Secretary

c) 35 Mulgrave Road, Dollis Hill, Londo, NW10 1BS

d) 0044 7961990888

e) bbrien@talktalk.net

a) New York Board

b) Siobhán Ní hAonasa, Secretary

c) 57 Sweetfield Circle, Yonker, NY 10704

d) 001 914 629 8244

e) secretary.newyork.usa@gaa.ie

a) GAA Museum

b) Niamh McCoy, Director of the GAA Museum

c) GAA Museum, Croke Park, Dublin 3, Ireland

d) 00353 1 865 2305

e) nmccoy@crokepark.ie

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
Hurling is included in the interim National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage as an element of the national intangible cultural Heritage of Ireland in conformity with Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention.
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

An Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, Gnóthaí Réigiúnacha, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

Pursuant to Article 12, the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage is updated to reflect additional elements following consideration by the interim Advisory Group comprising of representatives from the Heritage Council, the Arts Council, National Monuments Service and Arts Division of the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs 

The interim Advisory Group is responsible for overseeing the implementaion of the Convention in Ireland and makes recommendations to the Minister. The interim group is currently awating a submission from the Native Irish Dog Breeders Association who have expressed an interest in applying for inclusion in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Ireland. 
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies):

NIICH - 002 Hurling - Interim National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

22 February 2016
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of gender of participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

The decision to seek nomination and inscription was first made by the Hurling Development Committee (HDC).  A range of different communities and groups - representing all ages and genders - contributed to this proposal. Through the community network of the 2,036 GAA clubs in Ireland and Internationally, letters of support and personal testimonials were collated in support of this application. 

Groups involved included: the Hurling Development Committee (HDC), which includes former players and experts amongst the hurling community; the GAA World Committee, which represents the 8 International Units; the GAA Museum; the Irish Guild of Ash Hurley Makers (IGAHM). These bodies represent the range of different concerns and voices within the Hurling community and are qualified to advocate on behalf of same.  The balance between genders was also evident throughout particularly as the Director of the GAA Museum is female as are the Executive Officers for the HDC, GAA World Committee and IGAHM. 

Across Ireland, Hurling is accepted as a cornerstone of intangible cultural heritage, its practice and significance passing from generation to generation. Hurling also forms part of the UNESCO programme 'Transforming the Lives of People with Disabilities Their Families and Communities, through Physical Education, Sport Recreation and Fitness’.  
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. 4 hyperlinks in total to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

Copy of the Interim National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/arts/culture/projects-and-programmes/interim-national-inventory-of-intangible-cultural-heritage/ 

http://www.ahrrga.gov.ie/app/uploads/2016/03/hurling-1.pdf


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Darby, P. (2009) Gaelic Games, Nationalism and the Irish Diaspora in the United States. 

Fullam, B. (2002) The Wolfhound Guide to Hurling.
Fullam, B. (1991) Giants of the Ash.
King, Seamus J. (2005). A History of Hurling (second edition). 

Lawlor, D. (2014) Fields of Fire: The Inside Story of Hurling’s Great Renaissance.

McCarthy, D. (2014) Iomáin, An Illustrated Heritage Guide to Hurling.
O’Flynn, D. (2011) Hurling – The Warrior Game.
O’ Maolfabhail, A. (1973) Caman: 2000 years of hurling in Ireland. 

O’ Sullivan, A. (1998) Warriors, Legends and Heroes – the archaeology of hurling, in Archaeology Ireland.

Walsh, D. (2005) Hurling: The Revolution Years.

www.gaa.ie

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Feargal Ó Coigligh
Title:
Assistant Secretary at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
Date:
20 March 2017
Signature:
<signed>
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