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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Switzerland and Austria

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Avalanche risk management

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Name of the element in Switzerland: 
- Official translation in German: Umgang mit der Lawinengefahr
- Official translation in Italian: Gestione del pericolo di valanghe
- Official translation in Romansh: La gestiun dal privel da lavinas
Name of the element in Austria: Erfahrungswissen im Umgang mit der Lawinengefahr

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any
In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Official translation in English: Avalanche risk management / Experiential Knowledge Concerning Avalanche Risk Management

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.
Not to exceed 150 words

	In winter, Alpine regions of Switzerland and Austria are exposed to avalanches. This phenomenon is part of the daily life of mountain communities with the related danger for inhabitants, tourists and travellers. Assessing the risks and providing adequate protection to the populations, clearly, requires the involvement of Alpine communities as a whole. Several groups make up Alpine society, namely: 
- Local players (members of avalanche commissions, security officers in ski resorts, mountain guides, skiing instructors, etc.) offer their knowledge and field experience to assess risks and mitigate them. Volunteering plays an important role there.
- Various private and civil society organizations work on the prevention side. Specialists in Alpine clubs, ski and mountain sports organizations offer courses for the purpose of sharing their experience. Lifesaving organizations intervene in cases of emergency. Also, several companies develop protection and rescue equipment and devices which help in prevention.
- All those specialists work closely with research as well as with authorities and their different departments including environment, weather, traffic and energy.
All these parties work in close collaboration to implement measures on the ground, thus combining traditional empirical knowledge and methods developed through scientific knowledge and skill. 

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Switzerland and Austria are located in the heart of the Alps, which are the highest mountain ranges in Central Europe. No less than 60% of their land area is situated in the Alpine arc. High altitude areas are characterized by their narrow valleys made of steep slopes and high massifs where, sometimes, snow piles up several meters high. When snow layers reach around 50 cm on a slope of over 30 degrees, avalanches become pretty likely hence threatening populations and lowland areas. 
Other mountain regions elsewhere in the world are exposed to the same danger. However, the population density in Swiss and Austrian Alps being much higher than the average, this makes the danger even more significant. Without adequate prevention and protection measures, those regions would be indeed inaccessible, if not simply uninhabitable, in winter.
Knowledge and know-how relating to the element are available in mountain regions. Really, many traditional place names hint at the threatened areas, such as: «Les Lavanches» (French), «Loibinbach» (German), «Val Lavinuoz» (Romansh), «Lavino» (Italian) in Switzerland or «Podlanče» (Slovene) and «Lahn» in Austria. Sometimes, inhabitants tag recurrent avalanches with proper names which depict their features, such as "the Howler" in Switzerland.
Also, the element profoundly moulded the landscape of these areas, through its impact on land planning, the location and shape of buildings, on the one hand and, by building protection structures. 

	E.
Contact person for correspondence 

	E.1. Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination. 

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):
Mr
Family name :
Vitali
Given name:
David
Institution/position:
Federal Office for Culture (OFC), International Relations Officer
Address:
Hallwylstrasse 15, CH-3003 Bern
Telephone number:
+41 58 465 70 19
E-mail address:
david.vitali@bak.admin.ch
Other relevant information:
www.bak.admin.ch


	E.2. Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):
Ms
Family name :
Detschmann
Given name:
Gabriele
Institution/position:
Austrian Commission for UNESCO, Programme Specialist for Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Address:
Universitätsstraße 5, AT-1010 Vienna
Telephone number:
+43 1 526 13 0116
E-mail address:
detschmann@unesco.at
Other relevant information:
www.unesco.at


	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that "the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention".

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) ()

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:
a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,
b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,
c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,
d. The current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.
The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;
b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 
c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 
d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and
e. That it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.
Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	"Avalanche" refers to a significant mass of snow falling down from a steep terrain into a valley. Since Alps are densely populated, this phenomenon and its potentially tragic consequences are a prime concern and the collective responsibility of the communities. Thus, the management of avalanche hazards shaped the identity of Alpine populations as they have to deal, every winter, with a threat that looms over the heads of inhabitants, tourists, animals, means of communication and other infrastructure so vital for life in high lands.
For those communities, the danger and sense of solidarity are the source of identity and belonging shaped by their environment. For centuries, inhabitants and highlanders developed local empirical knowledge, management and risk-avoidance strategies as well as cultural practices to guard themselves against avalanche hazard. 
In the 15th century already, local empirical knowledge helped improve the location of buildings and design collective systems to forecast avalanches based on solidarity networks. Such knowledge is passed on orally within families and on the ground. It still exists today, mainly in traditional place names and legends and, thanks to its preventive function, may be considered as "cultural systems of protection".
Also, Alpine populations made use of forest resources for prevention purposes. As early as the 16th century, such resources started to play an important role which is today leveraged in the management of natural hazards. Since the 20th century, communication routes and entire areas are protected by avalanche defence structures which are so typical of Alpine landscape. 
As many cases of avalanches remain etched in peoples' memories (winters of 1950-1951 and 1954, for instance), Switzerland and Austria invested heavily - over the last few decades - in research and developed new systems of protection while providing greater support to exposed areas. In both countries, prevention and protection are set at the highest international levels.
Nowadays, avalanche prevention is dealt with professionally while risk assessment is based on a careful observation of nature and a sound knowledge of the terrain, weather conditions and snow. Memory of past winters plays an important role. Reliance on modern tools (e.g.: measuring instruments, risk mapping) completes traditional knowledge which continues to be developed and adjusted on the ground by those who hold such knowledge.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Knowledge bearers and practitioners, first and foremost the Alpine populations, are mentioned under item C. Their respective roles and responsibilities are described below. 
Individual bearers of empirical knowledge relating to the element are many: members of avalanches committees, mountain guides (around 2,700 of them in the 2 countries), winter sports instructors (c. 32,000), volunteer rescuers (c. 15,000), officers in charge of safety in skiing resorts and localities, mountain huts keepers (over 600 such huts), regional officers dealing with natural hazards as well as snow and avalanche specialists. Together, they represent a wealth of empirical and scientific knowledge and they ably use new analysis instruments. As actors on the grounds working at the local level, they assess immediate risks and decide whether to trigger off avalanches, close ski runs and access routes, evacuate localities and, even, prohibit access to specific areas. They play an important role in transmitting knowledge from one generation to the next.
In Switzerland and Austria, those local players usually work for non-governmental organizations, professional associations or corporate entities, such as Alpine clubs (over 820,000 members), sports clubs, railway companies, cable cars and mountain rescue. Those entities develop prevention strategies for the authorities and the public. 
Government authorities are involved at all levels. Institutions mentioned under item C are legally responsible for public safety. They provide practical assistance, organizational support, financial resources and training to promote an adequate land-use management. They are in charge of implementing protection measures, forest maintenance and avalanche forecasting services. They also manage information outlets, oversee local avalanche services and carry out important research activities. In Switzerland, the WSL Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research SLF, undertakes research projects, provides training activities and acts as the national service for avalanche forecasting. Austria, too, has a specialized service (Forsttechnischer Dienst für Wildbach und Lawinenverbauung WLV), as well as a mountain police. Last but not least, the armies of the two countries have specialist mountain units.
Public and private actors work in close collaboration within specialist groups such as the Swiss expert group for the "prevention of avalanche accidents" (KAT). They protect populations and buildings while developing and transmitting knowledge.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Assessing avalanche risks requires an adequate understanding of nature, especially the terrain, snow, weather conditions and past avalanches. Whilst that knowledge was once transmitted verbally, it is today the result of a dynamic process combining empirical knowledge and practical experience.
In the 20th century, written records of local empirical knowledge were maintained thus enabling the recollection of past avalanches to be integrated in modern hazard mapping. New decision support tools, such as the "reduction method", help mountain guides and sportsmen to analyse systematically the terrain and act accordingly. As for avalanche forecasting services, they provide to the public access to critical weather information.
Still, to this very day, local players grapple with the challenge of assessing accurately the risk in concrete situations. Their local observations represent an important source of information for avalanche forecasting services. Thus, knowledge is transferred from science to practice and from the ground to research.
Thanks to formalization of knowledge, transmission has been institutionalized and that led to the emergence of a recognized knowledge and methods which may be applied anywhere. Informal dissemination of knowledge - or peer-learning - play a central role in the training activities. It is commonly accepted that normative knowledge alone is not enough; and that it has to be supplemented with local empirical knowledge. A wide range of training activities are offered, both to the general public and to specialists, including:
- Training sessions offered by Alpine clubs for the general public. Their aim is to instil in practitioners of winter sports notions of responsible conduct (e.g.: "Youth+Sports" training session). 
- Formal vocational training, further education programmes offered by renowned colleges and recognized institutions are designed for mountain guides, officers dealing with natural hazards, rescuers, members of avalanche committees, researchers and other specialists. Knowledge acquisition is based on technical literature, experience sharing, scientific seminars and conferences.
Those interested have also access to a wide number of sources of information such as avalanche bulletins, media, checklists, websites, manuals, warning signs, exhibitions, etc. Many films, documentary reports, thematic pathways, literary works and cartoons are used to disseminate practical information and raise awareness. In Austria, avalanche narratives are used in educational institutions; Biber Berti www.biberberti.comwebsite, intended exclusively for children, explains the phenomenon of avalanches in an accessible language.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Avalanche management shows that when facing a danger, humans do not only react with fear or technique, they also resort to cultural and artistic resources. Therefore, the element contains three main social functions, namely:
- Religious function: Avalanches threaten the very basis of life of mountain populations. That is why they are very present in iconography and religious imagery, highlighting the fragile and ephemeral nature of earthly life. Once, people sought to obtain divine protection by praying to patron saints (Saint-Nicolas in Switzerland, Saint-Erhard in Austria). Even today, ex-votos depict the rescue of victims as can be seen in the consent letter kept in the parish church of Trun (Grisons).
- Everyday culture: The element remains entrenched in the social psyche thanks to the memory of village elders but also to legends, myths, books, movies and theatre plays. One of the most common symbols of that everyday culture is the Saint-Bernard, a dog breed raised by monks at the Grand-Saint-Bernard hospice (Switzerland) who trained them to find victims. Barry (1800-1814), a dog who rescued many people, has even become a legendary figure. Today, many other dogs who rescue victims are called Barryvox, in reference to the legendary dog. 
Also, the element contributed to the emergence of traditions such as the one in the village of Andermatt during which a lively procession is held every year and dubbed "men of the woods" (Woldmanndli), depicting workers who carry out maintenance work in forests to protect the village from avalanches.
- Solidarity in the face of danger: The element enabled the development of collective systems for the forecasting of avalanches. When an avalanche occurs, affected areas benefit from rescue networks and the spontaneous assistance of the population, as was the case in the winters of 1950-1951 and 1999 in Switzerland. The collective effort strengthens people's sense of belonging to a community whose survival depends on its own capability to address their problems collectively. Therefore, the element underscores solidarity in situations of crisis. That solidarity is effective among groups of mountain populations and is evidenced in the cooperation between different protection officers.
Avalanches shaped the mindset of mountain people in addressing hazards: they live with the risk, confront nature without ceasing to respect it. Both on the political and individual level, this practice requires that a fair balance is found between risk and safety and that social and individual responsibilities are clearly defined.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	On the contrary: there is a wide consensus in Switzerland and Austria that managing avalanche hazards is the collective responsibility of the entire community. It shows a sense of solidarity between urban and mountain areas and fosters closer ties between various social groups.
The element is intended to protect the life and physical well-being of all the people who live and move in the Alps, regardless of their origin, age or income. Protection works and avalanche forecasting systems are useful for each and everyone and those in charge of prevention disseminate information, advice and warnings through all available media, the aim being to reach the entire population as well as tourists.
Conservation and maintenance of forests play a crucial role in the prevention of avalanches as these constitute a natural barrier protecting the communities living downstream. In several communes, local populations volunteer to maintain the forests, lending their support to government authorities. The tradition of "men of the woods" (Woldmanndli) in Andermatt (Switzerland) is a good example of that practice. While, up to a few decades ago, the focus was more on technical means which, at times are environmentally harmful, integrated risk management now resorts to organisational and land planning practices which are nature and landscape friendly. Avalanche prevention raises awareness to the need to manage the Alpine landscape sustainably. 
The element fosters the exchange of practices worldwide as do mountain guides associations in Switzerland and Austria by supporting training initiatives (such as those held for local guides in Kyrgyzstan and Nepal). So much so that the element became a component of Swiss cooperation development, especially through the SLF Institute.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Local and national levels: Inscription of the element will help raise awareness among those involved in the prevention of avalanches as to the importance of ICH in general and of the cultural dimension of their own activities in particular.
International level: The inscription might contribute to the enrichment and diversification of the Representative List as it is original in more than one way:
- The inscription will show that the know-how needed to move in a hostile environment pertain to ICH. It will serve as a reminder that, even today, the management of natural hazards contains a definite cultural dimension beyond the scientific and technical dimensions. It will strengthen the linkages between the Convention and natural sciences.
- The inscription may draw closer attention to the cultural aspects of prevention of natural hazards. It may lead to the preservation of various types of knowledge and to the combination of traditional and modern knowledge and, thus, to the development of new cooperation initiatives. It also shows new technologies and scientific knowledge cannot replace empirical knowledge and local realities.
- The element illustrates the transmission and renewal of a tradition in which traditional and modern knowledge complement each other and are disseminated through various media. The combination of these varied forms of knowledge and transmission, together with the participation of the most diverse players to the perpetuation of the element, are essential for addressing future challenges (e.g.: climate change) in a sustainable manner. 
The inscription of avalanche risk management will raise awareness to the multidimensionality of an element and, thus, to the wealth of ICH.

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The management of hazards posed by avalanches is a tradition that depend on the cooperation of multiple players. Public and private entities, local stakeholders, scientists, professional groups, civil society organizations and other institutions work in close collaboration even across national and linguistic frontiers. government representatives and knowledge bearers work hand in hand in emergency task forces, supplementing each other's efforts. That cooperation is based on the understanding that prevention requires the capacities and skills of each and everyone.
Thus, avalanche hazard management is an example of interdisciplinary collaboration where empirical knowledge, modern techniques and scientific know-how supplement and strengthen one another, rather than excluding one another.
Besides, tradition-holders seek to sensitise all those concerned by the dangers posed by avalanches, be they inhabitants of the region or visitors to mountain sports stations. They strive to reach out to as many people as possible by disseminating their knowledge through all media platforms. 
Clearly, the element may serve as a source of inspiration for the management of other natural hazards. It shows that the prevention of such hazards is the business of society as a whole and that that task cannot be carried out fully without dialogue and sustained cooperation among all stakeholders.
Inscription will also help strengthen and develop contacts with communities of other mountain regions so that they may exchange on modern protection systems using traditional knowledge.

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Preventing avalanches requires tailor-made solutions which take into account individual contexts and local circumstances. Swiss and Austrian Alpine districts enjoy a large autonomy on matters of prevention. Many measures are comparable from one place to another and are developed using the same standards. But it is also possible to put into place local innovative solutions which may then be replicated in other regions. 
This approach is based on mutual respect between the various specialists involved and takes into account local differences and specificities which intervene in the management of natural hazards. In this respect, inscription of the element on the Representative List is likely to contribute to the recognition of a tradition where cooperation is shared among various stakeholders, in accordance with a federalist approach, and which represents an important pillar in the management of cultural and linguistic diversity in Switzerland and Austria.
As can be seen, the element illustrates the fact that natural hazards are not mere technical challenges but also cultural challenges that each society addresses in its own way. It also highlights how important human creativity is for the management of natural hazards and demonstrates that intangible cultural heritage does not necessarily lose of its importance in modern surroundings or in highly technical fields of competence.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that "safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element".

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The safeguarding of element-related knowledge cannot be detached from prevention efforts. In both countries, preventing avalanches has become a task which involves the entire community, the State Parties providing their technical and financial support to the various stakeholders. The stakeholders, who often work on a volunteer basis, is crucial for the durable safeguarding of the element. 
In view of the cultural and social relevance of the element, of the large number of knowledge and practices related to it and in view also of the changes affecting it, the conservation of the element is based upon several pillars, namely:
- Training and transmission: Alpine clubs, ski schools and associations offer, in both countries, courses for free, thus enabling winter sports practitioners to avoid avalanches and training them in rescuing people trapped under snow. In Switzerland, the KAT "prevention of avalanche hazards" group, made up of various associations and authorities, ensures the quality of training.
- Volunteer involvement: Often, local stakeholders work pro bono. That is the case with members of avalanche committees in Austria as well as with monitors from the WSL Institute for for Snow and Avalanche research SLF in Switzerland. Their job consists in advising authorities to ensure the safety of the localities and communication routes. The SLF Institute monitors disseminate their observations on a daily basis, thus contributing to the forecasting of avalanche risks.
When an accident occurs, volunteer rescuers (Swiss Secours alpin-SAS, 3,000 members and the Austrian mountain rescue service (ÖBRD) with 12,000 members) intervene in support for government teams. 
The volunteers attend courses, impart their own knowledge, sensitise and help in disseminating knowledge from practice to science. Therefore, their contribution plays an important role in the safeguarding of the element.
- Cultural commitment: Alpine clubs in the two countries promote cultural projects dedicated to living in mountain areas. The Swiss Alpine Club (CAS) financially supports the International Alps Film Festival, the BergBuchBrig literary festival and the Swiss Alpine Museum. 
- International commitment: Holders attend international events such as those held by the International Commission for Alpine Rescue (ICAR), the European Avalanche Warning Services (EAWS), the International Mountaineering and Climbing Federation (UIAA) and the International Federation of Mountain Guide Associations (IFMGA).
Swiss and Austrian stakeholders also exchange regularly on an informal basis when they meet at training activities organized by WSL Institute.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In both countries, the element is part of tasks entrusted with government and the community. 
- Government duties in the management of natural hazards: Protection from avalanches is enshrined in national and regional laws. Those laws define the powers of the various services and authorities relating, for instance, to forests or land-use planning. Austria went as far as to enshrine protection from avalanches in its Constitution (Art. 10).
Following the "avalanche winter" in 1950-51 and 1954, the two governments decided to provide funds for the development of long-term protection measures against avalanches. Since then, government authorities strengthened their support to the protection against avalanches, to the maintenance of forests, to forecasting services and rescue organizations. Switzerland and Austria have military units ready to intervene in case of avalanches. Austrian police have also a similar special unit.
- Research and development: In Switzerland, the WSL Institute for Snow and Avalanche SLF started its operations in 1936. It carries out research activities, provides scientific advice, teaching and public information. WSL collaborates with other foreign research institutes and offers its expertise at Winter Olympic Games for instance. Many other colleges and companies also receive financial subsidies. Austria carries out similar research activities at the Institute for Natural Mountain Hazards within its Agricultural University (BOKU) and at the Department for the study of snow and avalanches which forms part of the Federal Centre for Forestry Research (BFW). 
- Cultural importance of the element: The two States, their cantons or Länder, support museums, libraries and other institutions such as the Swiss Alpine Museum, the Médiathèque du Valois, the Galtür Alpinarium and the Montafon Museums. Also, by inscribing the element on the Swiss and Austrian ICH inventories, the State Parties contributed to its safeguarding and to the conservation of its documentary heritage. 
- Initial training and refresher courses: The study of snow and avalanches is included in many training programmes (for mountain guides, skiing instructors and officers in charge of natural hazards) and syllabi (in geography, physics and sports sciences). The two countries recognize and support the training programmes that associations organize for experts and sports people (e.g.: within the framework of the Swiss "Youth+Sports" programme and Austrian "Snow and Alpine Awareness Camps - SAAC").

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?
Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	The bases for the safeguarding of the element are secured thanks to the commitment of civil society stakeholders and that of the authorities. In both countries, avalanche hazard management is enshrined in legislation and the two States' efforts in the fields mentioned under section 3.a.ii (i.e. research and development, cultural aspects, basic training and refresher courses) will continue and intensify. 
The measures proposed aim at ensuring the safeguarding in the long run of knowledge and practices relating to avalanche hazard management, on the one hand, and at better raising awareness as to the cultural dimension of the element.
Knowledge and practices: The preparation of the application, in collaboration with knowledge keepers and practitioners, led to the identification of several lines of action in four sectors where weaknesses needed to be addressed (participatory workshops held on 8 June and 3-4 October 2016):
Outreach and dissemination of knowledge: Raising public awareness to the dangers posed by avalanches and to their cultural meaning is a fundamental objective of knowledge keepers and practitioners. The traditional assessment of avalanche hazard requires a lot of time and an acute sense of observation. The group of people most exposed (winter sports practitioners) has access to a wealth of information from various sources. The point is how to pass on current knowledge to that target group in an accessible format without yet being over-simplistic. To achieve that, the plan is to further develop new digital information solutions such as the mobile application www.whiterisk.ch (Switzerland) or www.lo-la.info (Austria). The current "Dialogue about natural hazards" sites, through which the two States inform the public, will be further improved with the introduction of new media.
Since 2012, the Lech Zürs am Arlberg tourism office (Austria) has been holding an event entitled "Snow and Safety Conference". This is a venue where sports people may exchange their experiences. The event generated significant interest among other practitioners. Similar solutions could be explored in other winter sports resorts.
- Re-enhancing the value of empirical knowledge and dissemination: Many keepers and practitioners of the element feel it is important to include, in current professional practice, the empirical knowledge of local players such as mountain guides, experts in natural hazards and safety officers. Such exchanges already exist thanks to the Swiss SLF Institute and to the Austrian Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Resources (BMLFUW). These stakeholders will continue disseminating knowledge from research to practice (and vice versa) and information to the public.
In Austria, there are plans to collect traditional empirical knowledge in a more systematic manner. When training mountain guides, there should be a greater focus on the personal transfer of knowledge and on exchanges between experienced guides.
In November 2016, the Swiss association of mountain guides organized a first meeting dedicated to experience sharing on accidents. The participants discussed examples drawn up from their own individual practices. Such meetings should be held more regularly.
- International cooperation: Authorities, associations and research institutions in the two countries will continue to engage in current international cooperation projects and activities (refer to item 1.(v)). Thus, the next "International Snow Science Workshop" will be held in October 2018 in Innsbruck (Austria). Nearly 1,000 experts, from 15 countries, are expected to attend.
In 2016, a Swiss expert launched a data-bank project called "Mountain Safety Knowledge Base" to develop international safety standards. The Knowledge Base will be available in 13 languages and will offer the necessary foundations for training and further development of specialists and the wider public alike. 
- Global warming: Mountain areas are particularly sensitive to climate change. It is therefore important that research focuses on to the impacts of global warming in the Alpine arc so that they may be better understood and mitigated. In that regard, research institutes in the two countries took a number of strategic initiatives, namely: The BMLFUW placed prevention of natural hazards linked to global warming as one of its priorities and the SLF Institute is planning to study the provocation and dynamics of avalanches, landslides and wet snow, which may seem to occur more frequently as a result of (global) warming. The SLF Institute has also included the theme of 'protective forests' in its strategic research programme for the period 2017-2020. The institute will investigate the use of forests (for timber production, as protective forests, biotopes or recreational areas) seen under the new climatic conditions.
Cultural dimension: Many publications, photography and illustration books have already been published on the topic of avalanches and their cultural aspects. The publishing effort is ongoing alongside various literary or cinematographic events dedicated to Alpine culture. The State Parties, local governments and associations (e.g.: the Swiss Alpine Club (CAS) and the Austrian Alpine Club (ÖAV)) will continue to lend their financial support to such cultural projects. Several museums have also included in their programmes exhibitions on daily life in areas exposed to avalanches:
- The canton of Valais (Switzerland) is planning to hold, in 2018, a major exhibition under the theme "Risks" which will be depicting Alpine life in contact with natural hazards. The Swiss Alpine museum is also planning an exhibition (in the fall of 2018) dedicated to the management of avalanche hazards, to coincide with the submission of the present nomination. These exhibitions are meant to raise awareness on the cultural importance of natural hazard management and to provide information on the element and the Convention. 
- Galtür Alpinarium (Austria) is a museum and a documentation centre. It will continue to hold exhibitions on life in the Alps and management of hazards. Established after the avalanches of February 1999, the Alpinarium was built in avalanche-proof walls. It houses a permanent exhibition on the 1999 disaster as well as regular temporary exhibitions dealing with avalanches, either directly or indirectly.
- Montafon Museums (Austria) organize periodically thematic sessions, exhibitions and publications to draw attention to the management of avalanche hazards. An exhibition relating to the nomination of the element has been planned for 2018.
- A regional working group is planning to build, on an avalanche slope in St-Antönien (Switzerland), a house which will eventually serve as an information centre on avalanches while offering an overview of the many avalanches which hit the valley. This Centre will be integrated into the Natural Park of the Rhaetian Alps, an international project (between Switzerland, Austria and Liechtenstein) which is being considered. 
The measures proposed deal with several aspects of the element and aim at ensuring its conservation and transmission on the long run. They have the advantage of being suggested and discussed directly, in a participatory manner, by the keepers of knowledge and practitioners who will also be heavily involved in their implementation. Also, knowledge keepers are of the opinion that giving the element a higher visibility does not pose any threat to its sustainability.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Swiss Confederation will continue to support the WSL Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research SLF so that it may carry on with its work in the fields of research, prevention and international cooperation. Also, through the Federal Office for the Environment (OFEV), it will continue to support cantons and communes in the planning and implementation of measures to prevent hazards posed by avalanches. The OFEV will continue raising people's awareness to natural hazards (for example on : www.planat.ch).
Moreover, the Confederation finances - either directly or indirectly - research projects in natural sciences and Humanities.
Avalanche prevention has also been introduced in winter sports training modules offered by the federal programme entitled "Youth+Sports".
The cultural significance of the element will also be highlighted in publications and exhibitions such as the one entitled "Risks" which will be held in 2018 in the canton of Valais, or the project for the creation of an information centre on avalanches at St-Antönien which will support local memory and query relationships between nature and culture (see section 3.b.(i)). Projects of this nature and the entities which develop them benefit from government assistance either directly or indirectly.
Similar activities exist in Austria. Universities, research institutes, private organizations, salvage companies, avalanche forecasting services and avalanche committees will carry on with their activities in connection with the element and will receive the necessary financial assistance.
In Austria too, the Federal government will continue lending an adequate support to R&D efforts and to the implementation of protection measures. Austria's Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Resources (BMLFUW) and the Länder will carry on with their awareness raising efforts relating to natural hazards (using, for example, website www.naturgefahren.at and through public GIS systems), contributing in this manner to further develop and deepen the discussion on natural hazards. The «International Snow Science Workshop (ISSW)», which is one of the most important conferences dedicated to snow and avalanches, will take place in Innsbruck in October 2018 and will benefit from government support.
In the same vein, the Galtür Alpinarium will continue to dedicate a large space to the topic of avalanches and their management in its exhibitions. Conferences and talks will be held to inform the public at large on the latest developments in R&D.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The proposed measures were developed in close collaboration with the holders of knowledge and practices. Just like the application itself, they are an outcome of a participatory process. 
Switzerland: In August 2015, the Federal Office for Culture (OFC), in charge of the nomination, set up a drafting group made up of representatives from the SLF Institute, the Swiss Alpine Club (CAS), the Association of mountain guides, the canton of Valais and the Federal Office for the Environment (OFEV). The drafting group held 6 meetings so far.
On 8 June 2016, some 26 people attended a workshop where they, inter alia, discussed safeguarding measures. In addition to the members of the drafting group, the workshop was attended by representatives from the SCOs, regional and national authorities in charge of various sectors (transport, environment, sports and culture) as well as the Swiss Grouping for Mountain Regions, the Institute of History at the Bern University and the Swiss Alpine Museum. The workshop identified the salient components of the element. It also devoted much space to the challenges relating to its conservation and discussed possible safeguarding measures. Throughout their work, the members of the drafting group (especially the SLF Institute and CAS representatives) kept their associations, institutions and networks informed about the contents of the discussions. 
Austria: On 12 May 2016, the Austrian Commission for UNESCO organized a workshop for knowledge keepers and practitioners. It was attended by representatives from avalanche committees, the Austrian Association of mountain guides and ski instructors, Alpine Clubs, museums and government departments in charge of protection against risks of avalanches. Participants sketched out the basis for the transmission of the element as well as safeguarding measures deemed necessary. Growth of tourism in the Alps areas and the keen interest in winter sports were also discussed. 
On 3-4 October 2016, a bi-national workshop was held and attended by knowledge keepers from the 2 countries who reviewed together the nomination file. They were able to discuss current challenges and potential safeguarding measures. As knowledge keepers and practitioners belong to associations or work in companies, research institutes or government entities, and that they are very well organized in networks, they should be in a position to organize and implement the suggested measures. 

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Switzerland
Name of the body:
Institut WSL pour l’étude de la neige et des avalanches SLF
Name and title of the contact person:
Jürg Schweizer, Executive Director
Address:
Flüelastrasse 11, CH-7260 Davos
Telephone number:
+41 81 417 01 64
E-mail address:
schweizer@slf.ch 
Other relevant information:
www.slf.ch 
Name of the body:
Association suisse des guides de montagne (SBV-ASGM)
Name and title of the contact person:
Pierre Mathey, Secretary General
Address:
Monbijoustrasse 61, CH-3000 Bern 23
Telephone number:
+41 31 370 18 79
E-mail address:
sbv-asgm@4000plus.ch 
Other relevant information:
www.4000plus.ch
approx. 1,500 members
Name of the body:
Club Alpin Suisse (SAC-CAS)
Name and title of the contact person:
Jerun Vils, Secretary General
Address:
Monbijoustrasse 61, CH-3000 Bern 23
Telephone number:
+41 31 370 18 08
E-mail address:
Jerun.Vils@sac-cas.ch 
Other relevant information:
www.sac-cas.ch 
approx. 150,000 members
Austria
Name of the body:
Austrian Association of mountain and ski guides 
(Österreichischer Berg- und Schiführerverband)
Name and title of the contact person:
Robert Span, Chairperson
Address:
Olympiastraße 39, AT-6020 Innsbruck
Telephone number:
+43 676 40 35 528
E-mail address:
office@bergfuehrer.at
Other relevant information:
www.bergfuehrer.at/ 
1,200 members
Name of the body:
Austrian Alpine Club 
(Österreichischer Alpenverein)
Name and title of the contact person:
Michael Larcher, Head, Mountain Sports Division
Address:
Olympiastraße 37, AT-6020 Innsbruck
Telephone number:
+43 512 59 547
E-mail address:
office@alpenverein.at
Other relevant information:
www.alpenverein.at/ 
approx. 500,000 members
Name of the body:
Austrian Alpine Club
(Österreichischer Alpenverein)Alpinarium Galtür Dokumentations GmbH
Name and title of the contact person:
Anton Mattle, Executive Director
Address:
Hauptstrasse 29c, AT-6563 Galtür
Telephone number:
+43 5443 200 00
E-mail address:
info@alpinarium.at
Other relevant information:
www.alpinarium.at 
Name of the body:
Gargellen Avalanche Committee (substitution of the Austrian Avalanche Committee)
Name and title of the contact person:
Christian Thöny, Chairperson
Address:
Gargellenstrasse 53, AT-6797 Gargellen
Telephone number:
+43 5557 6319
E-mail address:
christian@heimspitze.com
Other relevant information:
Gargellen Avalanche Committee (substitution of the Austrian Avalanche Committee)


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process
Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender.
States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Both Switzerland and Austria planned and prepared the nomination in close collaboration with knowledge bearers and practitioners.
Switzerland: In 2010, the Cultural Service of the canton of Valais instructed a board of experts to draw up an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of the canton. The file on the management of avalanche hazards was prepared in close collaboration with the keepers of the element, in particular the "Natural Hazards" Section within the Forest and Landscape Service of the canton of Valais, which is entrusted with protection against avalanches. Charly Wuilloud, former head of the Section, is a forestry engineer, a mountain guide and a member of the Swiss Alpine Club. The cantonal commission suggested that the management of avalanche hazards be proposed for inscription on the national inventory ("List of living traditions of Switzerland"). For the purpose of its review, the commission based itself on the criteria applied by UNESCO and by the Federal Office for Culture (OFC) as well as on other parameters such as the current relevance of the tradition in question for the community, its development potential, etc.
Following the inscription, in 2012, of avalanche hazard management on the "List of traditions of Switzerland", the Confederation assigned to a group of experts the task of drawing up an Indicative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Switzerland, which contains the management of avalanche hazards, upon approval by the keepers.
Keepers and practitioners of avalanche risk management were in favour of that initiative. Once the Indicative List was validated, the OFC invited them to an information meeting, together with others from other elements featured on the List. At that meeting of 19 January 2015, they were informed about the way forward and about how a nomination is processed at UNESCO.
The first working meeting with the keepers and practitioners of avalanche risk management was held in Zurich on 24 August 2015. It offered an opportunity to initiate collaboration between the various participants. On 8 June 2016, some 26 keepers attended a workshop to prepare the nomination. The drafting committee, which met regularly, discussed the nomination dossier and compiled it in collaboration with the keepers of the element.
Austria: In 2015, the Austrian Commission for UNESCO started looking for knowledge keepers and practitioners, held discussions with them in Vienna after having met them at the Vorarlberg Snow & Safety Conference. The people concerned, who represented avalanche committees and avalanche forecasting services, approved the nomination. To achieve an important step of the process, a workshop organized in Innsbruck on 12 May 2016 enabled the main practitioners of the element to discuss important issues such as current practices, transmission and social and cultural importance of avalanche hazard management, as well as appropriate safeguarding measures. Invited to look at their practices from a cultural standpoint, the participants discovered a new way of understanding their role as knowledge keepers. The practitioners confirmed that it was important to implement projects fostering exchange of knowledge, in a spirit of collaboration, so that the skills of all those who work in prevention be valued.
Bi-national level: Knowledge keepers and practitioners from the two countries met in Zurich (Switzerland) on 3 and 4 October 2016. After a rich debate on the nomination, they approved the answers to the questionnaire as well as the steps of the procedure. During that meeting, ideas were exchanged on a potential documentary film dedicated to the element. Participants from the two countries also strengthened contacts and established new ones thanks to the inscription project.
The final version of the nomination file was reviewed, then formally validated by the Swiss and Austrian knowledge keepers and practitioners on 23 March 2017 in Bern (Switzerland).

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination
The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Consent of the communities concerned, specifically that of the men, women, groups, associations and institutions who contribute to the management of avalanche hazards, was sought by the Federal Office for Culture (Switzerland) and the Austrian Commission for UNESCO. Knowledge keepers informed their networks about the process and collected a large support for the nomination. Letters, mostly in German, were translated into French by the Swiss Federal Office for Culture and into English by the Austrian Commission for UNESCO. Since the management of avalanche hazards is seen as a collective responsibility of the entire community, many diverse stakeholders - who operate in various fields at different levels - are interested in the inscription.
The letters are organized in the following manner:
- Actors on the ground, organizations, institutions and commissions dealing with the management of avalanche hazards: this category comprises avalanche committees, associations of mountain guides, Alpine clubs; the SLF Institute providing training to local stakeholders to establish linkages between theory and practice; the expert group "Prevention of risks of avalanche - KAT" serving as a multidisciplinary platform for local stakeholders; members of salvage companies; winter sports associations and Friends of nature.
- Representatives from mountain districts: in charge of the safety of their citizens and implementation of measures to prevent hazards posed by avalanches. The Swiss Grouping for Mountain Regions (SAB), which represents the interests of mountain regions at the national level, is also present.
- People involved in the preservation of customs, rites and cultural symbols relating to avalanches.
- Officers in charge of museums and natural reserves, who help raise awareness on the significance of this tradition for mountain lifestyles.
- Representatives from regional government authorities, who support both officials and local stakeholders as well as cultural events and exhibitions.
- Members of national research institutes, who study avalanche hazards from scientific, cultural and historical perspectives.
- Campanies, as they advise local and regional authorities on matters relating to protection from avalanche hazards. 
- Representatives from national government authorities, who support communities technically and financially, inform and sensitise the wider public and who intervene in situations of emergency.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element
Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words.
Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	No customary practice restricts access to the element, it is rather the opposite. The various actors in avalanche prevention strive to share their knowledge with all those interested and concerned by the natural hazard. Outreach activities aim at making the entire community aware of the danger. Those interested may obtain such information from news sections of the media or through the Internet, attend exhibitions or guided tours (in museums or research institutions), take up prevention courses offered by various associations or professional training directly related to the hazard posed by avalanches (e.g.: safety officer) or volunteer at the local level. Most archives, cadastral data and maps of natural hazards are accessible to the public.

	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned
Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. Name of the entity
b. Name and title of the contact person
c. Address
d. Telephone number
e. E-mail address
f. Other relevant information

	Switzerland
a. Club Alpin Suisse CAS
b. Jerun Vils, Secretary General
c. Monbijoustrasse 61, CP, CH-3000 Bern 23
d. +41 31 370 18 18
e. info@sac-cas.ch 
f. 150,000 members, 152 huts, www.sac-cas.ch/fr 
a. Swiss Association of Mountain Guides ASGM SBV
b. Pierre Mathey, Secretary General
c. Monbijoustrasse 61, CP, CH-3000 Bern 23
d. +41 31 370 18 79 
e. sbv-asgm@4000plus.ch 
f. 1,500 members, www.4000plus.ch 
Institut WSL pour l’étude de la neige et des avalanches SLF
b. Jürg Schweizer, Executive Director
c. Flüelastrasse 11, CH-7260 Davos
d. +41 81 417 01 64
e. schweizer@slf.ch 
f. www.slf.ch
a. Groupement suisse pour les régions de montagne SAB
b. Thomas Egger, Executive Director
c. Seilerstrasse 4, CP, CH-3001 Bern
d. +41 31 382 10 10
e. info@sab.ch 
f. f. www.sab.ch 
a. Alpine Museum of Switzerland 
b. Barbara Keller, Deputy Director
c. Helvetiaplatz 4, CH-3005 Bern
d. +41 31 350 04 40
e. info@alpinesmuseum.ch 
f. f. www.alpinesmuseum.ch 
a. Department of Culture, Forests and Landscape, Canton of Valais
b. Jacques Cordonier, Head of Department
c. CP 182, CH-1951 Sion
d. +41 27 606 45 60
e. jacques.cordonier@admin.vs.ch 
a. National Platform on “natural hazards” - PLANAT, Federal Office for the Environment (OFEV)
b. Bruno Spicher, Chairperson 
c. Worblentalstrasse 68, CH-3063 Ittigen
d. +41 58 464 17 81
e. planat@bafu.admin.ch 
f. f. www.planat.ch 
Austria
a. Austria's Alpine Club (Österreichischer Alpenverein)
Michael Larcher, Head, Mountain Sports Division
c. Olympiastraße 37, AT-6020 Innsbruck
d. michael.larcher@alpenverein.at
e. +43 51259547
f. www.alpenverein.at/ 
a. Commune & Alpinarium Galtür (Gemeinde und Alpinarium Galtür Dokumentation)
b. Anton Mattle, Executive Director
c. Hauptstraße 29c, AT-6563 Galtür
d. gemeinde@galtuer.gv.at
e. +43 5443840020
f. www.alpinarium.at 
a. Gargellen Avalanche Committee (Lawinenkommission Gargellen)
b. Christian Thöny, Chairperson
c. Gemeindezentrum 4, AT-6791 St. Gallenkirchen
d. gemeindeamt@st.gallenkirch.at 
e. +43 55576205 
a. Montafon Museums
b. Michael Kasper, Director
c. Kirchplatz 15, AT-6780 Schruns
d. info@montafoner-museen.at
e. +43 555674723
f. stand-montafon.at/montafoner-museen 
a. Austrian Association of mountain and ski guides (Verband der Österreichischen Berg- und Schiführer)
b. Robert Span, Chairperson
c. Olympiastraße 39, AT-6020 Innsbruck
d. office@bergfuehrer.at
e. +43 6764035538
f. www.bergfuehrer.at/ 
a. Federal Centre for Forestry Research (BFW - Bundesforschungszentrum für Wald)
b. MR Dipl.-Ing. Dr. Karl Kleemayr, Head of "natural hazards" section
c. Rennweg 1, AT-6020 Innsbruck
d. karl.kleemayr@bfw.gv.at
e. +43 5125739335101
f. f. bfw.ac.at
a. Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forests, Environment and Water Resources (Bundesministerium für Land- und Forstwirtschaft, Umwelt und Wasserwirtschaft BMLFUW)
b. Andrä Rupprechter, Minister
c. Stubenring 1, AT-1010 Vienna
d. buero.rupprechter@bmlfuw.gv.at
e. +43 171100606708
f. www.bmlfuw.gv.at

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention.
The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information:
(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
"Avalanche Risk Management" features in a national inventory of intangible cultural heritage both in Switzerland and Austria.
Switzerland:
The element is included in the "List of Living Traditions in Switzerland". This element, as is with all other elements on the Swiss inventory, is presented in five languages and illustrated with photos and audio-visual material. It is available on www.traditions-vivantes.ch. Each element is presented exhaustively in French, Italian or German.
Austria:
The element appears on the "National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Austria". All elements on the Austrian inventory are described in an online database. (https://www.unesco.at/kultur/immaterielles-kulturerbe/oesterreichisches-verzeichnis). Each element is introduced with a short description and photos. In some cases, references are also provided.
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French: 
In Switzerland, it is the Federal Office for Culture which is in charge of updating the inventory, in collaboration with the cantons. With the help of their communities, the cantons identify the traditions practised on their territory and draw up an inventory of these traditions. The Confederation's role is to coordinate the tasks.
In Austria, it is the Commission for UNESCO (Österreichische UNESCO-Kommission) which is in charge of the national inventory.
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words). 
In Switzerland, the descriptions of the various elements may be amended at any time if the communities concerned so request. The national inventory is updated at regular intervals (every 5 years). The current update started in 2016; the new list will be made public in 2018. Using an Internet-based platform, the bottom-up approach enables the population and the cantons to suggest new elements and/or change to elements already on the list. The Federal Office for Culture coordinates the update exercise. The final selection is assigned to a steering committee made up of experts and representatives from the cantons, the cities and the Confederation.
Austria follows the same pattern (bottom-up approach) for the development of its national list. The purpose being to secure the largest participation of tradition keepers, these are invited to submit nominations to the list. Twice a year, a committee of experts meets to decide on the acceptance of the traditions suggested. The committee is made up of representatives from five federal ministries and nine representatives of cultural departments in the Länder, together with ten specialists in humanities, social sciences and natural sciences. A new communication strategy envisages the introduction of a process of periodical assessment of the inventory. 
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies): 
Switzerland: "Avalanche Risk Management" (no reference number) 
Austria : "Empirical Knowledge for Avalanche Risk Management" / «Erfahrungswissen im Umgang mit der Lawinengefahr» (no reference number provided)
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):
Switzerland: 
The element was inscribed in July 2012 on the "List of Living Traditions in Switzerland" under the designation "Avalanche Risk Management". 
Austria:
Element "Empirical Knowledge for Avalanche Risk Management" was inscribed on 14 September 2016 on the "Austrian National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage".
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of gender of participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words). 
Switzerland:
In 2010, the Cultural Service of the canton of Valais instructed a board of experts, made up of men and women, to prepare for the implementation of the UNESCO Convention and to draw up a cantonale inventory of the intangible cultural heritage. The file on the management of avalanche hazards was prepared in close collaboration with the keepers of the element, in particular the "Natural Hazards" Section within the Forest and Landscape Service of the canton of Valais, which is entrusted with protection against avalanches. The former head of that Section (Charly Wuilloud), is a forestry engineer, a mountain guide and a member of the Swiss Alpine Club. The cantonal commission suggested that the management of avalanche hazards be proposed for inscription on the "List of living traditions of Switzerland". After consulting the communities, a detailed description of the element was produced by Thomas Antonietti, ethnologist, curator of the Museum of History of Valais and director of the Lötschental Museum. He is currently the cantonal officer for ICH.
That inscription led other cantons to express their interest and to inform that that tradition was also practised on their territory.
Austria:
In 2015, the Austrian Commission for UNESCO started looking for knowledge keepers and practitioners, held discussions with them in Vienna after having met them at the Vorarlberg Snow & Safety Conference. The people concerned, who represented avalanche committees and avalanche forecasting services, approved the nomination. To achieve an important step of the process, a workshop organized in Innsbruck on 12 May 2016 enabled the main practitioners of the element to discuss important issues such as current practices, transmission and social and cultural importance of avalanche hazard management, as well as appropriate safeguarding measures. Invited to look at their practices from a cultural standpoint, the participants discovered a new way of understanding their role as knowledge keepers. The practitioners value projects aimed at encouraging the exchange of knowledge, in a spirit of collaboration, so that the skills of all those who work in prevention be valued.
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. 4 hyperlinks in total to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French.
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:
Switzerland
Annexed to the present nomination, documentary evidence of the inscription of the element in the national inventory may be found under the following link: 
In French http://lebendige-traditionen.ch/traditionen/00139/index.html?lang=fr
In German: http://lebendige-traditionen.ch/traditionen/00139/index.html?lang=de 
Austria
All elements on the Austrian inventory are provided in an online database. Documentary evidence attached to the application is available in German and English under the following links:
In English: https://www.unesco.at/en/culture/intangible-cultural-heritage/austrian-inventory/detail/article/experiential-knowledge-concerning-avalanche-risk-management/
In German: https://www.unesco.at/kultur/immaterielles-kulturerbe/oesterreichisches-verzeichnis/detail/article/erfahrungswissen-im-umgang-mit-der-lawinengefahr/ 


	6.
Documentation

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)
The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
10 recent photographs in high resolution
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
edited video clip (5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
List of documentary references (optional)
Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.
Not to exceed one standard page

	

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and date of submission.
In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party putting forward the nomination.

	Name:
Dr David Vitali
Title:
Federal Office for Culture, Head of Section 'culture & community' and International Relations Officer
Date:
16 March 2017 
Signature:
 <signed>



Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s) (For multi-national nominations only)
	Name:
	Mag. Andrea Ecker

	Title:
	Bundeskanzleramt Österreich, Sektion Kunst und Kultur, Sektionschefin

	Date:
	10 March 2017

	Signature:
	 <signed> 
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