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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Oman 

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Horse and camel Ardhah 

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Alardhah Show of Arts and Ethics of Horses and Camels  

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Rakdh Alardhah, Rakdh Alhishmah, “traditional horse and camel riding.”

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	Alardhah riding is displayed in many regions across Oman.  There are several government establishments and NGOs that organize and arrange displays of Alardhah.  The official establishments include Royal Camel Corps, Royal Cavalry, Royal Oman Police, Royal Oman Army, Oman Camel Federation and Oman Equestrian Federation.   NGOs include equestrian clubs such as Sur, Jaalan, Asael, Alkamil Wa Alwafi, Fairuz Stables, Sawael, Shumooqh and Alkaborah.  Also, many Omani horse fans practice Alradhah riding including Sheikh Mohammed Bin Hamad Almuqbali farm in Ibri province, Said Bin Marhoon Alrahbi farm in Ibri province, Sheikh Talal Bin Hilal Albereiki farm in Saham province, and Nasser Bin Mohammed Albadrani farm in Sohar province.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Alardhah riding attracts big audiences.  It's part of the Omani social culture in most provinces. 

It is in north of Oman in Ibri and Yanqul provinces, and in governorates of Buraimi, north and south Batinah especially in Sohar, Alkhaborah, Alsuwaiq, Saham, Alrustaq, Almusinah, Nakhal and other provinces. 

In Alwusta and Aldakhliah,Regions Alardhah riding is practiced in various occasions with horses and camels accompanied by traditional arts such as Hambal and Taghrood( reciting traditional poems in horses and camels).  Similarly, Alardhah riding is performed in provinces of north and south of Alsharqiyah governorate especially in Sur, Bediah, Alkamil Alwafi and Jaalan at national festivities and religious occasions.  It is also performed in provinces of Ibra and Almudaibi.  In Muscat the capital, it is performed in squares of Aladiyat and Alfulaij.  And it is also displayed in Salalah touristic festival.  So practically it is performed in most provinces of Oman.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr
Family name:

Al Busaidi
Given name:

Saeed bin Sultan
Institution/position:

Deputy Director General for Arts / Ministry of Heritage and Culture.
Address:

P. O. Box 668, Post Code 100, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
Telephone number:

+968 2 411 6611; fax +968 2 411 6690
E-mail address:

albusaidy100@yahoo.com


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	--

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Alardhah means in Arabic festival which includes a number of shows by horse and camel riders in certain racecourse, reflecting Omani people skill in dealing and taming horses and camels.  Alardhah starts with movement display where horse and camel riders show traditional acts such as horse and camel lying down, stand-up riding, intertwining hands with other rider while going in stunning speed on horses and camels and other similar acts.  This is followed by showing up horses and camels draped with clothes and ornamented with beautiful silver sets. 

Rakd Alardhah is looked at as social event in Oman and it attracts big audience from various categories of the community.  On Alardhah day, people gather around the racecourse to enjoy watching the shows of horses, camels and also Omani traditional arts that accompany Alardhah. 

Oman is keen to preserve this traditional event both by community and government. So many modern racecourse were set up for Alardhah.  Horses and camels are also taken care of, and there are governmental and private training centres for Alardhah and equestrian activities. 
Like other intangible heritage elements in Oman, Alardhah is beloved by Omani youth and they participate in its shows along with children who love riding horses and camels.

	Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	- Horse and camel breeders. They prepare horses and camels for Alardhah by training and rearing the animal.  They also train youth to perform the show. 

- Racecourse organizers. They are assigned to prepare the racecourse and organize the arrival of audience and riders. 

- Traditional art bands. Many traditional arts and music are associated with Alardhah such as (Hambal) and (Tohoreeb) where riders chant traditional poems and songs on horses and camel backs.  

- Traditional tack craftsmen. The horses and camels are ornamented with tacks and silver sets during Alardah performance. These tacks and silver sets are made by Omani craftsmen. 

- Also when Alardhah starts there are many roles for the practitioners like the riders on their ornamented horses and camels, chantin (Hambal Tohoreeb) during the show they involve yaunger genration and help to learn Alardhah while doing it to gain confedant and improved skills . 

- In the past, women role was confined to crafting horse ornaments (tacks), but today they also perform displays on horse and camel backs.

	How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	As Alardhah is part of the intangible heritage, the best way to preserve this heritage is through teaching youth to learn it and to pass it through successive generations.  Actions taken for this purpose as follows: 

On community level: 

- Omanis are keen to organize Alardhah in various social occasions.  Youth take part in performing the same.  For example, they ride camels and horses and perform associated Traditional arts.  This helps in transferring this heritage in the correct way by direct participation in the display. 

- Omani train their children to excel in dealing with horses and camels during Alardhah training, and this makes them more confident at actual performance and helps them to learn in smooth way. 

On civil organizations level: 

- Civil organizations play their role in transferring this heritage. Oman Camel Federation as well as Oman Equestrian Federation train school students on performing Alardhah by hands of specialized trainers. Also private organizations such as farms and equestrian schools play vital role in training youth on performing Alardhah. 

On educational level: 

- Ministry of Education introduced subject of “ life skills” which includes many subjects of Omani intangible heritage.  On the academic level, horse groups of Sultan Qaboos University teach students equestrian skills and performing Alardhah. Also, many academic studies and researches about intangible heritage are taught to students. Undoubtedly, this contributes in introducing Alardhah to youth and to pass it from a generation to another.

	What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Alardhah is deemed a social and cultural activity where people gather in one place. It is associated with many social occasions in the Omani society such as religious and national occasions.  So it is organized and performed to express celebrity and joy of such occasions.  Sometimes it is organized for receiving guests. It is part of the society’s culture in rural and urban areas and reflects the skill of riding horses and camels. It is a source of pride.  And it shows devotion given to horses and camels and people’s care of such wonderful animals for the service they give to mankind since ancient times. 

Alardhah represent also a message of respect and peace to other nationals, so that Oman is keen to perform Alardhah at national occasions in other countries such as the recent participation in UK, France and UAE.and other countries. 

 Alardhah now  is organized and performed by officials bodies such as Royal Court Affairs, Oman Equestrian Federation and Camel Federation where citizens take part in and attended by high figures and state guests.

Alardhah Day is an integrated celebration where various categories of society take part in and attended by big audience and spectators. 

Also, Alardhah represent an opportunity for Traditional bands and craftsmen to show their skills and talent.

	Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	- Alardhah is a cultural heritage that is transferred through successive generations in the Omani society and it is dear to Omanis because it expresses the ability of human kind on taming horses and camels. And Alardhah does not conflict with human rights laws, rather it embodies human’s right in expressing his talents and hobbies in respected way. 

- During Alardhah performance, people respect prevailing norms and values. It embodies harmony between riders and all jointly display the accompanying arts. It expresses Omanis devotion to practice their cultural heritage. 

- Omanis’ love of Alardhah by performing it or attending the event go’s in line with the sustainable development. There are many aspects shown by Alardhah and contribute in their development such as Traditional singing and dancing. It contributes in the development of cultural heritage by using it to be touristic event with preserving its original communal identity. 

- The government desire to organize Alardhah event with the participation of citizens indicates that this traditional riding is loved by the community and it spreads understanding and love between them. 

- Alardhah present a clear example of the respect of people to animals’ rights and celebration of the wonderful animal and it gives morale dimension of taking care of horses and camels. 

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Registering Alardhah will contribute in the following aspects: 

- High lights the importance of this heritage for the society and pushes people to be more conservative of their heritage. 

- Alardhah contains several element intangible to heritage. Besides horse riding,Traditional  songs and dances of (Hambal and Mehorob) and other Omani traditional arts are presented. So registering Alardhah will introduce these arts to other nations. 

- Alardhah is popular in Oman and outside, so people are familiar with this cultural element as  an intangible heritage. 

- Horses and camels are beloved across the world. As  Alardhah is associated with horses and camels it will raise awareness of this heritage on the international and regional levels as there are many intangible cultuar heritage elements associated with horses and camels in the world. 

- Alardhah is an expression of people’s respect to animal rights and registering it will raise awareness of the relation between intangible heritage and various international conventions in relation to animal rights.

	How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	- Alardhah is social and national event associated with many traditional arts, crafts and norms.  In fact  it is popular in the society and provides a platform for dialogue and exchange of ideas between participants. Its inscription will encourage communication between various Alardhah practitioners and other intangible heritage elements associated with it. 

- Alardhah is an occasion to show riders’ skills through displayed shows which are preceded by training in many private schools. So registering Alardhah will encourage setting up more  schools for teaching intangible heritage. 

- Alardhah is an art associated with horses and camels, and there are several elemints registered at the UNESCO  relating to equestrian activities.  We claim that registering Alardah in the name of Oman will encourage exchange of experiences  between Oman and other countries

- Inscription of Alardhah will make it prominent in press and media and this lead to increase of watching this art on the international level and will contribute in exchanging ideas between practitioners.

	How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	- Alardhah is a festival that combines several cultural elements, so registering it at UNESCO will enrich the representative cultural variation. 

- Alardhah represents advance in people dealing with animals, so registering it at UNESCO will highlight several noble meaning of mankind’s respect to animal rights.  

- Registering Alardhah at UNESCO will highlight several mankind innovation areas. In facts the skills of dealing with horses, camelsm, crafts and traditional arts reflect mankind innovation and contribute in using human intellectual capabilities. 

- Alardhah is an occasion that reflect mankind’s capabilities in dealing with environmental indications such as horse and camel rearing and the ability to deal with them. Registering it will contribute in respecting cultural variation for all the world.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals  concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Alardhah enjoy attention from the Omani community, both individuals and NGOs, and this cultural art was protected by the following works: 

- People in oman  are keen to organize and perform Alardhah in various national and social occasions by participation incloding youth and children. 

- Many researchers documented Alardhah elements and the related arts, crafts and practice methods. Examples of such documentation are Camel Life Through Time and Guide Masterpiece on Horses books by Khamis Almuwaiti. In addition to that, a number of interview and press investigations were released in Alasael, an Omani horse and camel magazine. 

- Omanis are keen to protect their cultural heritage by displaying Alardhah and taking care of horses and camels. And they initiated applications to record Alardhah at national list of the Ministry of Heritage and Culture. 

- There are a number of private community-supervised schools that teach children and youth Alardhah.

- People are displaying Alardhah at Omani festivals such as Muscat Festival and Salalah Touristic Festival, and this contribute in promoting Alardhah internationally. 

- Alardhah practitioners are keen to take part in TV and radio programmes to give explanation about Alardhah and how it is displayed including Camel Asael radio programme on Youth Channel. 

- Practitioners are performing Alardhah in the authentic way with all its traditions at racecuors in several provinces such as Alabiadh racecuorse in Almudaibi province, Rakdh Alardhah racecuorse in Sohar, and Albashaer in Manah.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	- Omani youth are trained at Royal Cavalry and Royal Camel Corps organizations on performing Al-Ardah, were specialized trainers are appointed to do that task. 

- Ministry of Heritage and Culture is working to issue the Omani Cultural Heritage Law which will. include many procedures that will protect intangible cultural heritage in general and promote  it as will  Also, the intangible heritage section in the Ministry was enhanced to Intangible Cultural Heritage Department which includes sections of Oral history, intangible heritage protection, enlisting and documentation. 

- The Public Authority for TV and Radio devoted special programmes and disseminating Alardhah such as “ childhood and heroism” and “ Authentic Camels” programmes which aim to raise awareness of this heritage. 

- Alardhah was performed at Gulf Cooperation Council Championship in 2015 to introduce it  to citizens of gulf countries and visitors. 

- Alardhah is performed at the Annual Royal Horse Racing Festival which is organized at the beginning of each year, under the auspices of His Majesty, aiming to promote this heritage locally and internationally. 

- Alardhah-related traditional arts are cared by the Ministry of Heritage and Culture where such arts are recorded.  And as traditional silver and leather crafts are associated with Al-Ardhah, the Public Authority for Craft Industries is keen to support and enhance craftsmen through training centres and provide raw materials for them and open markets for their products at Craft House Establishment. 

- Royal Court Affairs organization is working currently to publish Omani Horse & Camel Encyclopedia. 

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	Oman cares of Alardhah because it is popular heritage. The government and society carried out many procedures in the past period to protect and promote it and to pass it through successive generations. Oman will organize many activities and programmes that aim to protect Alardhah against threats that it may encounter as result of registering it at UNESCO by collaboration between the government and society to ensure the following goals: 

1- On scientific and documentary research and studies: 

- Issuing and printing books in English and Arabic about Alardhah and it is rules.

- Preparing research programmes for documenting Alardhah and recording various related concepts through site integrated project about effect of Alardhah in the Omani society. 

- Offering higher studies courses in Sultan Qaboos University on intangible cultural  heritage that touch Omani traditions and norms. 

- Preparing researches and studies of horse and camel breeds which are used for Rakdh Alardhah aiming to preserve such breeds. 

- The Intangible Heritage Committee, of Oman Authors Association,  which was founded in 2014 will support special programmes of horse and camel Ardhah such as organizing training workshops and academic seminars. 

2- On media and mass promotion: 

- Supporting display of Alardhah in various camel and horse races in Oman. 

- Documentary media programme will start for documenting all information relating to Alardhah in all provinces of Oman, and the programmewill be broadcast in Oman official TV and other private channels. 

- Alardhah will be displayed in Muscat Festival and Salalah Touristic Festivals to introduce it to audiences. 

- The Public Authority for TV and Radio will continue broadcasting programmes of Alardhah and there will be dialogue and interactive programmes with practitioners. 

- The Annual International Horse, Camel and Heritage Exhibition will be continue in Muscat which show Alardhah-related crafts, and there will be seminars held for it as well as folklore arts. 

- Magazines and newspapers that cover intangible heritage will be supported through providing them with information and data. 

- The Ministry of Heritage and Culture will hold Folklore Arts Festival that include horse and camel Alardhah with the participation of society practitioners and by coordination with the governmental and private bodies. 

- There work is under process to issue Alardhah booklet that includes information about that event and interview with practitioners and fans of this heritage both in Arabic and English. 

3 - Transferring Alardhah from generation to another: 

- Integrating Alardhah in equestrian and camel training schools and farms to raise youth awareness level and train them on practicing it. 

- Organizing festivals and celebrities of Alardhah in all provinces of Oman and issuing clear and unified laws to its practitioners and fans. 

- Alardhah Contest for Youth will be organized and riders of horses and camels will take part.  Judges will assess riders and prizes will be given to winners. This will push youth to learn Aladhah and practice it. 

- There will be coordination with concerned department to introduce Alardhah in curricula of general diploma and specifically in Life Skills Subject because Alardhah is an element of intangible heritage which spreads challenge spirit in youth. Also, academic research programmes for documenting Alardhah will be introduced in university education. 

- Youth who wish to train on Alardhahare now enrolled in Equestrian Training School in the Royal Cavalry and in other private schools across Oman. 

- Sultan Qaboos Craft Excellence Award was launched to encourage craftsmen including crafts relating to Alardhah. 

- racecourse will be allotted for horse and camel Ardhah in different provinces of Oman by coordinating with the Ministry of Housing to let youth practice this riding. 

- These procedures will be implemented according to practical and scheduled plan that includes all aspects of Alardhah in terms of paying attention to practitioners and places of such practice and also documentation.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Oman government will activate such suggestions and proposals through the following programmes and projects: 

- The Ministry of Heritage and Culture allotted an amount of USD$ 363000/- to perform Omani Arts Festival each two years, and the following round of Festival will include Alardhah. 

- Oman Cultural Channel, which is specialized in Omani heritage and culture, was launched in 2015. It broadcasts for 24 hours and it includes all subject relating to Omani heritage in addition to interview and media programmes. 

- Royal Cavalry’s  Equestrian School applied teaching programmes to train youth on arts of Alardhah.

- Sponsored by government and private establishments, the sixth version of Horse, Camel and Heritage Exhibition will be organized, and arts of Tohoreeb and Hambal( reciting traditional poems in horses and camels) will be shown in the Exhibition. 

- The Royal Camel Corps revealed its annual camel shows programme for 2016/2017 season which includes 14 shows on different provinces in addition to 20 shows by the Royal Cavalry.  Alardhah will one of these shows. 

- An amount of USD$ 6000 was allotted to issueArdhah of Horse and Camel Book. 

- Ministry of Heritage and Culture organizes programme for the Omani Oral history that touch intangible heritage and USD$ 65000/- was allotted for the programme’s 2015 version which covered cultural and nomadic life and the relationship between mankind and horses and camels.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The associations and individuals are deemed the basic factor in the planning process of preserving Alardhah. 

-
Regarding the research and scientific studies, individual researchers are preparing research studies in Omani intangible heritage in general and in Alardhah in particular.  There are studies on the ornaments of horses and camels and others on rearing horses and riding.  The studies also touch Alardhah on horses and camels. 

-
Regarding promotion, the Omani society is keen to perform Alardhah in various social occasions.  It is part of its culture practiced in different occasions such as festivals and weddings.  Riders also organize Alardhah in Omani provinces at the weekend holidays.  Oman Equestrian Federation will organize 8 Ardhah festivals next season.  These efforts are highlighted in Oman’s TV.  Also, intangible heritage programme will be shoot with the participation of the society. 

-
Omanis are keen to teach their children Alardhah to transfer it through successive generations, so that they will be partners in preserving this heritage.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding

Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Royal Camel Corps
Name and title of the contact person:

SAID bin NASSER bin AMUR bin MOHAMMED AL FARSI
Address:

South Al Batinah Province 
Telephone number:

0096899325857
E-mail address:

snafarsi@rca.gov.om
Name of the body:

Royal Quart Affairs, Royal Cavalary
Name and title of the contact person:

Abdullah bin Saif bin Mohame AL sinaidi
Address:

South East Province
Telephone number:

0096899666609
E-mail address:

aaalsinaidi@gmail.com
Name of the body:

Ministry of Education,  Oman National  Commission for Education, Culture and Science
Name and title of the contact person:

Mr Al Mahairi Salim bin Rashid
Address:

P.O. Box 3, Postal Code 100, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
Telephone number:

+6982459393
E-mail address:

almahairi2@moe.com
Name of the body:

Ministry of Heritage and Culture /ICH section
Name and title of the contact person:

Mr Nasser bin Salim Al-Sawafi
Address:

P.O. Box 668, Postal Code 100, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
Telephone number:

+968 2 4116616
E-mail address:

alswafy76@gmail.com
Other relevant information:
www.mhc.gov.om
Name of the body:

Ministry of Heritage and Culture, Director of ICH Department
Name and title of the contact person:

Mr Ibrahim bin Saif Bani Oraba, Head of ICH Section

Address:

P.O. Box 668, Postal Code 100, Muscat, Sultanate of  Oman


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	- During Feb. 2014, the concerned department received a proposal from Mr. Hamad Bin Salim Albulushi, an Alardhah fan, demanding government departments to prepare a file of the Alardhah of horses and camels to be registered at the International List of Intangible Heritage. The Ministry of Heritage and Culture also received demands from private equestrian training schools and a number of practitioners demanding the Ministry to enlist Alardhah in the human intangible heritage list, as the attachments show. Based on that applications from practitioners and the civil society, the Omani government carried out the procedures to prepare that file with the participation of the Omani society: 

- Formed special committee to prepare the nomination file. The committee was formed by members from the Ministry of Heritage and Culture, as a department concerned on intangible heritage, the Royal Camel Corps and the Royal Cavalry as practitioner bodies. The Committee carried out interview with the practitioners, trainers and organizers, 

- Workshop was prepared on 25th May 2016 at the headquarters of the Royal Cavalry. The workshop touched the preparation of the file and information collection from the practitioners.  Full explanation was given about Alardhah of horses and camels. Practitioners and trainers of Alardhah attended the workshop. 

- On Oct. 2016, a meeting and workshop was held that dealt with all details of the file and was reviewed by the practitioners and fans of Alardhah. The workshop was held at the Royal Camel Corps. 

- In order to control he process of transferring and integrating the intangible heritage in the educational system, the committee for preparing the file organized horse and camel Ardhah day at Sultan Qaboos University on 13th Dec. 2016. The event was divided into two parts: the morning session which included workshop that dealt with intangible heritage connotations in general and the importance of Alardhah and introducing the students to it and to the nomination file, while the evening session a live Ardhah display was performed inside the University by a number of the University’s facilty students and citizens. 

- The team for preparing the file liased with the Alasael Club and organized Alardhah festival at the south Sharqiya Governorate on 18th Nov. 2016 celebrating the national day. Personal interviews were organized with practitioners to collect information and to know its conditions and rules by practical performance. 

- Information about taking care of the camels and the efforts exerted by the Royal Camel Corps in preparing the camels to take part in Alardhah festival and preserving Omani camels breeds were given from the concerned centre of the camels which participate in various arts. 

- The team also watched the programmes implemented at the riding school of the Royal Cavalry to transfer this heritage to coming generations and watched the school’s activities and took information about the government’s role in this regard. 

- A number of Omani individuals composed book about Alardhah to support preparing the file such as Mr. Khamis Almeiti’s Guide Masterpiece for horse Owners, and Mr. Ali Alharthy’s Research on Horse and Camels, and also Mr. Salim Albulshi’s Arab Proverbs. 

- An official website was launched to register horse and camels Ardhah on facebook that include its news and what is published in newspapers and fans and practitioners’ comments in order to support the file.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Many practitioners, fans, researchers, private and societal organizations participated enthusiastically in preparing Alardhah file. Alardhah is important for big population of the society and it reflects environment of celebrity in the Omani society.  

Free agreement and approval from the society are :

- press letters of support from Camel World Magazine and Castle history and Middle East Dana. 

- Letters from Alardah craftsmen demanding to participate in the file. 

- List of participants in the 1st and 2nd  Introductory Workshop to Alardhah File.  

- List of participants in Workshop Horse and Camel Ardhah at SQU - Dec. 2016. 

- Letter of support from Folklore Arts Department of the MHC.

- Letters of support from folklore arts bands. 

- Letters of support from  Alardhah researchers .

- Letter of support from the Oman National Commission For Education Culture and Science.

- Letter of  support and participate from SQU and the Culture Club.

- Letter of support and emphasis to preserve Alardhah and to activate preservation steps from the Commander of the Royal Cavalry and Director Royal Camel Corps. 

- Letter from Oman Equestrian Federation on its participation in preparing the file. 

- Letters from private equestrian schools and private horsees and camels club demanding to enlist horse and camel Ardhah in the representative list  and particpations in file. 

- Letters from Alardhah practitioners demanding to submit the file to UNESCO.

- Letters on the participation in preparing Oman’s National  inventory. 

- Questionnaire About ICH - Horse & Camel Ardhah.

- Alardhah on facebook: https://www.facebook.com//1406564042692703

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.

If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	Alardhah is national and social celebrity and all categories of Omani participate in. It also enjoys nationwide popularity and for that reason, all information about Alardhah are accessible because it is a pride for Omanis. 

Its became clear from preparing Alardhah file that fans and practitioners welcome to reveal any information and to participate in the file, so they gave film and photographic materials and explained information about horses and camels and rules of Alardhah and tothy ansureal transfer it from a generation to another.


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned
Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:

a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	Organization: Alasael Equestrian Club 

Address: Jalan Bani Bu Ali, P.O.Box6 , P.C. 416 , Oman 

Tel. 00968 99454333,    00968 99666609 

Organization: Said bin Marhoon Alrahbi Farm 

Address: Ibra, Oman 

Tel. No. 00968 92907611

Organization: Equestrian Alsawahel School 

Address: Muscat, P.O.Box39 , P.C. 100, 

Tel: 00968 92470555 

Organization: Sheikh Salim bin Hadoob bin Alesmaeli Farm 

Address: Ibra, Oman 

Tel. 00968 92226882 

Organization: Anoor Equestrian 

Address: Muscat 

Tel.: 00968 826005   or  00968 94199017 

Organization: Sheikh Mohammed Bin Hamad Almuqbali Farm 

Address: Ibri 

Tel. 00968 99241287 

Organization: Jubilee Equestrian School 

Address: Sohar 

Tel. 00968 96009951

Organization: Nasser bin Mohammed bin  Albadrani Farm 

Address: Sohar 

Tel. 00968 95429446

Organization: Oman Equestrian Federation 

Address: Muscat, P.O.Box 1485 , P.C. 111

Tel. 00968 24490424 

Organization: Humaid bin Khamis Albadi 

Address: Saham 

Tel. 00968 95647544

Organization: Olympic Equestrian Training Centre 

Address: Mucsat, P.O.Box 168 , P.C. 114 

Tel. 00968 99326362 

Organization: Sheikh Talal bin Hilal Albereiki 

Address: Saham 

Tel. 00968 99757999

Organization: Innovation Equestrian School 

Address: Barka 

Tel. 00968 99360882

Organization: Sheik Malik bin Obaid Alqutaiti 

Address: Alkhaborah 

Tel. 00968 92392700 

Organization: Alsaid Stables 

Address: Barka 

Tel. 00968 96066999 

Organization: Hassan  bin Abdullah Alqutaiti Farm 

Address: Alkabourah 

Tel. 00968 99322977 

Organization: Alshamikh Equestrian School 

Address: Barka 

Tel. 00968 99231923 

Organization: Ahmed bin Musabah Alsaidi 

Address: Alkhabourah 

Tel. 00968 92564160 

Organization: Arabian Stables 

Address: Muscat, Qurum Natural Park 

Tel. 00968 99386978 

Organization: Nasser bin Sulaiman Alabdessalam Farm 

Address: Alsuwaiq 

Tel. 00968 99553517 

Organization: Alfaris School 

Address: Muscat/ Alseeb/ North Hail 

Tel. 00968 99341134

Organization: Khamis bin Said Alsinani Farm 

Address: Alsuwaiq 

Tel. 00968 96308285

Organization: Qurum Equestrian School 

Address: Muscat, Qurum Natural Park 

Tel. 00968 99840505 

Organization: Hashim bin Alsagheer Alquraini Farm 

Address: Alsuwaiq 

Tel.  00968 99222034 

Organization: Hamad bin Abdullah Alsaidi 

Address: Alsuwaiq

Tel. 99059912  

Organization: Salim bin Rashid Almuqbali 

Address: Alsuwaiq

Tel. 00968 92520957 

Organization: Sheikh Humood bin Ali Aljahwari Farm 

Address: Alsuwaiq

Tel. 00968 99372530 

Organization: Abdullah bin Salim Albulushi Farm 

Address: Alsuwaiq, 

Tel. 00968 92462273

Organization: Hilal bin Hamad Aljradi Farm 

Address: Almusinah 

Tel. 00968 99226444

Organization: Khalid bin Ali Almalki 

Address: Barka 

Tel. 00968 99456396 

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:

1/ Traditions and norms 

2/ Folklore Arts 
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

Enlisting & Documentation Section 

Intangible Heritage Department 

Ministry of Heritage and Culture 
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

- Omani Lists prepared in 2010  by a committee chaired by the Ministry of Heritage and Culture and consisted of a group of governmental and private bodies. All information relating to intangible heritage were collected by field teamwork who carried out direct interviews with practitioners. The Omani list was divided to groups of Traditional  arts, traditions and norms, traditional instruments and games and stories. 

- In 2013 National list was reviewed, and the supervising bodies formed a team of researchers and university students who classified the lists and reviewed their contents with the practitioners.  Then the information were updated by a form prepared for that purpose.
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies):

Omani traditions/ Alardhah/ No.8,93 

Horse Mohoreeb Art/ Omani arts no. 5,57

Camel Hambal / Folklore Arts no. 5,73 

Pls see attachments. 
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

Omani traditions / Alardhah 25/12/2013 

Horse Mohoreeb Art/ Omani arts 26/6/2013

Camel Hambal Art / Folklore Arts 26/6/2013 

Pls see attachments. 
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of gender of participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

- Alardhah art was enlisted in 2013  in Omani traditions with wide participants of Alardhah riders.  Students from Sultan Qaboos University and a group of researchers from the Ministry of Heritage & Culture, Royal Camels Corps and Royal Cavalry and other citizens took part in collecting information about this art. 

- Collection process dealt with geographical determination of the art, practitioners, its present situation and how to pass it from a generation to another.  Pls see attachments. 

- In 2015, a full review of the intangible heritage arts relating to Alardhah was carried out i.e. Alardhah, Camel Hambal, horse Mohoreeb ( traditional riding and poem reciting) and information were collected by site visits and direct interview with practitioners at Sharqiya, Dahkliya, Batinah and Alwusta regions. After appropriate forms were filled up and reviewed, a workshop was organized in October 2016 and that details were discussed with practitioners and civil society associations.

- Women played role in horse and camel Alardhah and they participated in preparing national lists by explaining and showing craft industries in relation to Alardhah and how to transfer it from a generation to another.  Also, interviews with young women who practice Alardhah were met and they talked about methods of learning and practicing the same.
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. 4 hyperlinks in total to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

Paper and electronic copy of the Omani national lists of Alardhah, horse Mohoreeb and camel Hambal in English and Arabic. 


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	- Asael Magazine is seasonal published by Asael Journalism and Publication Est., Muscat, Oman. 

- Royal Camel Corposes, Annual Camel Racing Festival by the Royal Camel Corps , Rakd Alardhah in 2015 at Muscat. 

- Royal Camel Corps, Annual Camel Racing Festival , Muscat, 2015. 

- Almeuti, Khamis, Camel Life Through Time, Muscat, 2005. 

- Almeuti, Khamis, Guide Masterpiece on Horses, 2009. 

- Alardhah Race: Basis and History Source, Alwatan newspaper, issue no. 11726, dated 12th Sept. 2016. 

- Horse Times Olympic Edition, London, 2012. 

- Alharthy, Ali Abdullah, Horses & Camels, 2006. 

- Omani Encyclopedia, Ministry of Heritage & Culture, Oman, Part 4 and 9 , 2013. 

- Albulushi, Hamad Salim, Horses in Arab Proverbs, 2006. 

- Royal Court Affairs, Royal Camel Corps, Annual Camel Racing Festival, Barka Province, 2015. 

- The Omani Camels in  A New Dawn, DVD, Royal Court Affairs, Muscat 2010. 

- Camel World Magazine, monthly magazine issued  by Dimension for Advertisement, Announcement, Publication and Journalism, Muscat, Oman. 

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Saeed Bin Sultan Al Busaidi
Title:
Deputy Director General For  Arts / Ministry of Heritage and Culture
Date:
12 September 2017 (revised version)
Signature:
 <signed>
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