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Yall1 rogsinin Dahna, Tonzara, K6¢ari, Gopu va bu kimi
onlarca név va gesidlari asrlar boyu inkisaf etmis
zamanamizo galib ¢ixmigdir, lakin bundan sonra onun
qgorunmasi va tobligi li¢ilin xiisusi soylor gostorilomoalidir.
Bu saridan bu ananoavi el sanatinin UNESCO-nun Qeyri-
maddi Madani Irs tizra Tacili Qorunma Siyahisina daxil
olmasini dostoklayirom.

Mirslokbar Seyidov
Sorur rayonu Corg¢ibogan kondi (/ﬂ_g



Moan, Hasanov Saxbaz Muxtar oglu, Soarurda Yalli
sonatinin UNESCO-nun Qeyri-maddi Madoni Irs {izro
Tacili Qorunma Siyahisina daxil olmasina raziliq
bildirirom. Inaniram ki, bu addimla bu qodim sonat
ndviino ictimai maraq bundan sonra daha da artacaq, onun
ganc nasillors Gtiirlilmasing tokan verilocokdir.

Sahbaz Hasanov,
Sorur rayon Qarahasanli kond sakini
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Uzun illar boyu yall1 sanatini imkanlarim daxilinda
yasadan bir insan kimi bu el xalq anonasinin UNESCO-
nun Qeyri-maddi Madoni Irs tizra Tocili Qorunma
Siyahisina daxil olmas1 masalasinin galdirilmasindan
momnunlugumu bildirirom. Xalq arasinda yasayan bu
sonatin bu glin xiisusi qayg1 va diqqgats ehtiyaci var, buna
g6ro UNESCO-nun himayasi bizimgiin ¢ox qiymatlidir.
Sorur qonglori usaq yalli ansambilinin badii rohbari

Sattar Ohmadov u



UNESCO-nun Qeyri-maddi Madani Irs tizra Niimunavi
Siyahisinda Azarbaycanin bir sira doyarli madoni
tozahiirii artiq 6z aksini tapmigdir, bunun g6zal bohrasinin
hamimiz sahidiyik. Sevinirom ki, Sorur yallisinin (vo
hamg¢inin Arzumani, K6¢ari, Marcanlar, Tonzoara kimi
rags novloarinin) togdim olma masalasi tocili suratdo
goyulmusdur. Umid edirom ki, m&tobar beynolxalq
saviyyads yallinin dayarlondirilmasi bu qiymstli el
sanating timumi diqqgati artiracagq.

Sorur Sohar sakini
Qanbarov Latif Moaharrom oglu
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UNESCO-nun Qeyri-maddi Madani Irs tizra Tocili
Qorunma Siyahisina daxil olmaq ti¢iin Sarurda yall1 sonoti
cesidlorinin toqgdim olunmasi moni ¢ox razi sald.
Azorbaycanda yasayan biitlin xalglar, miixtalif yas
nasillarinin niimayandolari yalli ragsini sevincla gobul
edir. Bununla belo bu sanstin qorunmaya vs statusunun
qaldirilmasina ehtiyac duyulur. Buna géro Sarur
yallilarinin homin siyahiya daxil olunmasinin tosdigini
sobirsizliklo gdzloyacayam.

Sorur rayon Muganli kond sakini —
Oliyev Musa
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1.
Letter of consent le |02 0cT. 2017

I
I, Hasanov Shahbaz Mukhtar oglu, hereby express my consent in regard Metusion of yalli 'd'ajc;
into the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 1 belive,
that by doing this step the public interest towards ancient art form will increase even more, and
it’s transfer to the younger genereation will receive a new impetus.

Shahbaz HASANOV
Resident of the Garahasanli village

2.
Letter of consent

Dozens of the types and varieties of yalli dances such as Dehne, Tanzara, Kochari, Gopu were
developing over the centuries and arrived with our times, however from now on special
endeavours are to be excerted for safegurading and promoting them further on.

In this sense I do support inclusion of this traditional folk art form in the UNESCO List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.

Miralakbar SEYIDOV
Charchibogan village

g
Letter of consent

I was very pleased to learn about submitting an entry of yalli dances on the UNESCO List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.

All local communities belonging to various generations are eagerly accepting yalli.
Nevertheless, there is perceived need in safeguarding and raising up the status of this art. This is
the reason why I'll be impatiently waiting for approval of inclusion of the yalli dances into the
above list.

Musa Aliyev
Resident of Muganly village

4.
Letter of consent

Some valuble cultural expressions of Azerbaijan have been already reflected in the UNESCO
Representative List of Intangible cultural heritage, and we all are witnessing the outcomes of
these actions. It makes me happy to know that the inquiry on yalli dances (and among them some
dance examples as Arzumani, Kochari, Merjanlar, Tenzere and many others) is put under an
urgent track. Hopefully, the acceptance of yalli on the highly esteemed internationla level will
cause inreased public interest towards this valuable form of folk art.



Latif Maharram oglu Ganbarov, Resident of Sharur town

5.
Letter of consent

As a person dealing for many years with enlivening the art of yalli dances by all my personal
capacity, I’m expressing hereby my satisfaction with the raising the question of incluon of this
folk tradition into the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding.

Nowadays this art living in the core of people is in need of special care and attention, that’s

why safeguarding of the dances is very precious for us.

Sattar AHMADOV
Inhabitant of Sharur
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Le |29 SEP. Zﬁﬂ .
YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru

N? cacese OYU .................... Xanim irina Bokovaya

Hoérmatli xanim Bokova,

K&goari vo tonzars kimi Naxgivanin snanavi yalli regsleri gadim tarixe malikdir.
Azarbaycan xalqi uzun asrlar boyu rongarangliyi ve cosgunlugu ils insani valeh edan
rogslor yaratmisdir. Xalqumizin xoreoqrafiyasinda miixtelif xarakterli ragslori var. Kisi
va qadinlarin tok, qosa, kiitlovi ragslarini, habels, oynaq mahni ile miigayist olunan
ragslori  gostormak mumkiindiir. Hemin ragsler 6z xoreografik miirokkabliyi,
harakatlarin homahongliyi, zarifliyi ve dagiqliyi, oynaqligi va suxlugu ils insanlara
béyiik menavi z6vq vermisdir. Bu zangin menovi sarvet sadedon miirekkebe dogru
inkisaf edorok saflagmis, cilalanmig va biillurlagsmisdar.

Yalli ragslari yerli icmalarin hayatinda ¢gox miihiim rol oynayir. Har bir rags novii
xiisusi mona vo mezmun dagimagqla borabor, hom ds birlik ifadesinin remzidir. Bu
ragslor xalqumizin yasayis torzini, adot-snanasini, miibarizliyini vo amin-amanhga can
atmasini ifads edir. Bu giino qodar ragslor Naxgivanin toy mearasimlarinds, el
sonliklarinds yasadihib. Xiisusan Sarur toylarini indi do yallisiz tasavviir etmak ¢atindir.
Yalli hom do bu yerlorin musiqi romzidir. Zaman-zaman gorkomli insanlar da yallinin
bolgade mohz Sorurda yarandigimi ve inkisaf etdiyini sdylayibler. Bu giin da bayram
todbirlori, el sonliklori, konsert programlarini yallisiz tesovvir etmok olmaz. Bu
ragslerin ifasi zamani insanlar al-ole tutub linsiyyatds olur, kiisiiliiller banigirlar. Bu
ragsler hom ds barig romzidir.

Buna baxmayaraq, miixtalif tarixi ve ictimai-iqtisadi proseslor, o ciimladsn
regionda bas vermis miiharibslor vo miinagigolor, Sovet Ittifaquun siyasati,
urbanizasiya, daxili miqrasiya proseslari bu ragslorin inkisafi, onlarin miixtslifliyinin
gorunub-saxlanmasi ve golacak nasilo 6tiiriilmasi {iglin ¢atinliklor yaratmigdir.
Miistaqillik illarinds muxtar respublikada milli-manavi dayarlsrimiz olan yallilarin
qorunmasi vo yasadilmasi istiqamatinda iglor goriiliir.

“Yalli Naxg¢ivanin snenovi ragslori”’nin  YUNESKO-nun Tacili gorunmaya
ehtiyact olan geyri-maddi madsni irs siyahisina daxil edilmesi i{iglin miivafiq
togebbiistinii tamamils dastoklayirik. Bu togobbiis bu irsin tamidilmasi, onun
miixtslifliyinin qorunub-saxlanmasi va Gtiiriilmasi ii¢lin ¢ox vacib addim olardi.

Hormatla,

Bahruz ibrahimov

f
Bahruz Kangarli adina Sarur Sahar Usaq
Musiqi va Incasanat Maktabinin direktord:{f



UNESCO Director-General
Mrs Irina Bokova

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

We would like to highlight that traditional dances of Nakhchivan, such as
“kochari” and “tanzara” have ancient historic roots.

For many centuries, the Azerbaijani people have created dances that are known
for their diversity and originality. The choreography of our people possesses
different dance types. Due to this, it is possible to demonstrate single, double
dances as well as dances, accompanied by a joyful song. These dances have been
admired by their choreographic complexity, harmony, elegance and accuracy of
their actions.

This spiritual abundance has evolved from simplicity to complexity, being
polished and illuminated on its way. Yalli dances play a crucial role in the lives
of local communities. Each dance type represents a specific topic and a symbol of
solidary, thus carrying a unique meaning and content. These dances symbolize
lifestyle, traditions, struggle and well being of our people.

Even today, these dances are performed at wedding ceremonies and festive
events of Nakhchivan. It is impossible to imagine Sharur’s weddings without
yalli. Yalli is a symbol of these places. From time to time, prominent people
would highlight that Yalli was born and developed in the region. Nowadays, Yalli
is a part of holiday events, festivities and concert programmes. The main idea of
these dances is to foster communication and bring reconciliation between
people. Hence, these dances symbolize the peace as well.

Nevertheless, various historical and socio-economic processes, including wars
and conflicts in the region, the Soviet Union's policy, urbanization and internal
migration have created significant obstacles for the further development of these
dances, for the preservation of their diversity and their transformation to the
future generations. As a result, many kinds of Yalli dances are being forgotten
and performed in more folklore style.

Therefore, we fully support the initiative of UNESCO to include traditional
dances of Yalli from Nakhchivan into the List of intangible cultural heritage in
Need of Urgent Safeguarding. This initiative would be a very important step
forward in promoting this dance type, preserving its diversity and transmitting
it.

Yours Sincerely,

Director of the Sharur Children Music and Arts School named after Behruz
Kengerli

Bahruz Ibrahimov



YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru

Xamm frina Bokovaya

Hormatli xanim Bokova,

Nax¢ivan regionunun yalli onanavi ragslori gadim tarixa malikdir. Heg siibhasiz
ki, onun yaranma tarixi alitbanin, yazili moadaniyyatin amale golmasinden svvalki
dévrlors tosadiif edib. Ilkin yalli oyunlar oda, atase perastis dovriindo formalagib. O,
od-ocaq atrafinda toplanan marasimlorden ibarat olub. Sonralar iss shalinin baglica
moasguliyyat sahasi olan ovgulugla bagh rogs niimunslori yaranmb. Ovun, doylisiin
ugurlu olmasini arzulayan, ovsuna, tilsima arxalanan, fovqgaltabii qiivvalers and vermak
istayanlar 6zlerinin bu miinasibatlorini merasimlarda taglid, tasvir yolu ils ifads etmoya
calisiblar. Yadelli, hiylager diismen iizarinds miibarizs, baharin galisi va digar hoyati
vacib masalalar da rags niimunslarinds dolgun sksini tapib.

Xoreografiya mazmununa gora bu yallilar iki ndva aynlir: siijet va rags tipli
oyunlar. Siijetli oyunlar milayysn hadiseni tasvir etdiyina gora teatrlasmis xalq
oyunlarina banzayir. Bu rogslorda zarafat, giiliis iistlinlik tagkil etss do, digar yallilarda
ifa vo yeris elementlori diggati ¢akir. “Tanzors”, “El yallis1”, “Gopu”, “Qazi-qaz1”,
“Kogari”, “Urfan1”, “Qaladan-qalaya” belo yalli niimiinalorindondir. Hazirda muxtar
respublikada yallilarin qorunmasi va yasadilmasi istigamatindo miihiim iglor goriiliir.
Yaradilan miixtalif yalli qruplan yallilarin yasadilmasinda va tobliginde miihiim rol
oynayir.

“Yalli Naxg¢ivanin ansnavi ragslari”’nin  YUNESKO-nun Tacili qorunmaya
ehtiyaci olan geyri-maddi madani irs siyahisina taqdim edilmasini tamamils dastaklayir
va rahbar etdiyiniz toskilat toraofindon bu elementin tamidilmasinda koémoklik
gostarmayinizi xahis edirik.

Hormatla,

Irtogrol Cavid adina Nax¢ivan Sshar Usaq

Musiqi va Badii Sanatkarhq Maktabinin direkt§iii; fas Babayev



UNESCO Director-General
Mrs Irina Bokova

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

Traditional Dances “Yalli” of Nakhchivan region have ancient history. Undoubtedly,
the time of their creation coincided with the period of preceding the formation of
alphabet and written culture. It is believed that the first Yalli dances appeared in
course of the fire admiration. It was a part of ceremonial gatherings around the fire.
Afterwards, this dance, featuring the main occupation of the population of that time
emerged. Such scenes as victories over enemies, the arrival of spring and other vital
episodes of the life are reflected in these dances.

According the chorographical content, Yallis can be divided in two types: plot based
dance and dance games. Plot based dances, describing a certain life scene, feature
theatrical folk dance. While jokes and laughter dominate in the dances, Yalli dances
amaze by performing style. "Tanzara", "El yallisi", "Gopu", "Qazi-qazi", "Kochari",
"Urfani", "Qaladan-qalaya" are the most famous Yalli dance types. Nevertheless, in
the course of our history, there was a period when the interest to the Yalli type dance
had been significantly diminished and we are working on reviving and safeguarding
Yalli dances.

In this regard, we fully support the inscription of Yalli traditional dances from
Nakhchivan” on UNESCO List of Intangible Heritage in Need of Urgent

Safeguarding and kindly ask your Organization to assist us in promotion of this
element.

Yours sincerely,
Director of the Nakhchivan City Children Music and Arts School named after

Ertoghrol Javid

Abulfas Babayev



YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru

Xanim irina Bokovaya

Hormatli xanim Bokova,

YUNESKO-nun dunya madeni irsinin qorunmas: istiqgamatinds faaliyyatini
alqislayir va Sizin rohbarliyinizls teskilatin bununla bagli hayata kegirdiyi todbirlarin
miqyasinin daha da genislanacayina inaniriq. Bildiyiniz kimi, Azarbaycan xalqinin,
Naxgivan regionunun geyri-maddi madani irsinin an qadim ve goézsl niimunalarindan
olan yalli ananavi ragslari YUNESKO-nun Tacili qorunmaya ehtiyact olan qeyri-maddi
madani irs siyahisina salinmasi {igiin taqdim edilmisdir.

Azaorbaycan rags sonstinin genis yayildif arazilorden biri Naxgivan diyandir.
Naxgivan ragslari birbasa ananalora sdykanir va aski elementlari 6zlinds ifads edir.On
qadim tarixi dévrlarden giiniimiiza qadar yasayan Naxcivan xalq ragsleri bu regionun
spesifik musiqi tslubunu va ifagiliq ananslarini 6ziinda aks etdirir. Xalq ragslerinin janr,
ifagiliq, ifads vasitolori baximdan an qadim novlerindan biri da yalli ragslaridir,
Naxgivanin ananavi ragslari Serur, Saderak, Kangorli, Culfa va Sahbuz rayonlarinin
folklor va maktab kollektivlori torsfinden niimayis olunmaqla, toy senliklerina xiisusi
révnaq verir.

Yalli sinkretik modaniyyatdir, buna gére da bir ¢ox ifagiliq komponentlarini-
tofsir, lislub, melodiya, intonasiya, magam, ritm, s6z, miisayist - Oziinds ayrilmaz
vohdat soklinds ehtiva edir. Yalli ragslorinin tarixi-madoni koklari mohz Azarbaycan
moarasim madaniyyatina daxildir. Eyni zamanda geyd etmak istordik ki, bir sira tarixi
proseslarin naticasinda yalli ragslarinin goxlu névlari hal-hazirda itirilir. Kegmisds 100-
9 qador yalli noviinin olduguna baxmayaraq, Sovet doneminds yalli novlori
diqqatsizlikden bir-birinin ardinca unudulurdu. Buna baxmayaraq miistaqillik illorinds
muxtar respublikada xalq yaradiciliginin biitiin sahslerinin inkisafi, miixtalif folklor
niimunalarinin, o climlodan yallilarin yasadilmasi sahasinds zaruri tadbirlar goriiliir.

Nax¢ivanin  yalli ragslerinin  beynslxalq soviyyads tanidilmasi onun
miixtalifliyinin 6tlirlilmasine va qorunub saxlanmasina bdyliik tokan veracak. Mahz buna
gora bizim maktabimiz, miiallim heystimiz va sagirdlarimiz “Yalli Naxgivanin ananavi
ragsleri’nin YUNESKO-nun Tacili qorunmaya ehtiyaci olan qeyri-maddi madani irs
siyahisina daxil edilmoasini dastokloyir ve onun qorunmas: tadbirlerinds faal istirak
etmaya hazir oldugumuzu bildiririk.

Hormatlo,

Ordubad $ahar Usaq Musiqi ) zar Mammadov



UNESCO Director-General
Mrs Irina Bokova

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

We welcome the efforts deployed by UNESCO in protecting the world’s cultural
heritage and believe the scale of the organization’s activities will be expanded under
your leadership. As you might be aware, the traditional Azerbaijani dance “Yalli”,
representing one of the oldest and most beautiful examples of the intangible cultural
heritage of the Nakhchivan region, was submitted to the inscription on the Urgent
Safeguarding List of UNESCO.

Nakhchivan is well-known as an area where Azerbaijani dances are very popular.
Based on traditions and cultural values, Nakhchivan dances are an expression of the
originality. Since ancient times up to now, Nakhchivan folk dances reflect the
region’s specific music style and performing traditions. In this regard, Yalli dance is
considered to be one of the oldest practices of folk dances in terms of performing and
expression styles. It should highlighted that Nakhchivan traditional dances are still
performed by few community groups and collective schools of Sharur, Kangarli,
Julfa, Shahbuz and other districts.

As practiced by communities, Yalli is a synthetic culture, thus it involves and is
composed of several performance components, such as interpretation, style, rhythm,
intonation, moment, rhythm, word and accompaniment. The historical and cultural
roots of Yalli dances are a part of the Azerbaijani ceremonial culture. Meanwhile, we
would like to emphasize that due to a number of historical processes, many types of
Yalli dances are being lost. Nevertheless, in the years of independence, the
Autonomous Republic is taking steps to revive and safeguard a number endangered
elements, including Yalli dances.

In this regard, we do believe that the international recognition of Yalli dances of
Nakhchivan will give a great impetus to its transmission to the further generation and
safeguarding of its diversity.

It is for this noteworthy reason, our school, teaching personnel and students highly
support the inclusion of “Yalli (Kochari, Tenzere) traditional dances of Nakhchivan™
on the Urgent Safeguarding List of UNESCO, and we express our engagement in its
safeguarding.

Sincerely yours
Director of the Ordubad City Children Music School

Azer Mammadov



YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru
Xanim Irina Bokovaya

Hormotli xanim Bokova,

Xalqimizin musiqisinin va ragslorinin gadim tarixi vardir. Bu ragslor
icarisinds yalli xtsusilo segilir. Yalli tarixi inkisaf yolu ke¢mis, xalqin
ruhunu, gshromanligin1 yasadaraq bu giiniimiiza qadar galib ¢ixmisdir.

Yallinin g6hrati onun haqqinda kitablarin yazilmasina, sonadli filmlarin
¢okilmasina sabab olub. 9n baslicasi isa budur ki, yallhilarimiz xalq ruhunu
yasadib, xalqumizin yiiksok soviyyali yaradicilig diinyasim daim
zonginlasdirib. Qadim diyarimizda yallini yasadan, sevdiran, Gyronan,
mahabbatlo bu giina ¢atdiran bir ne¢s yaradict nasil formalasib. Yallilar
dogma Azarbaycanimizda an ¢ox Sarur rayonunda yayilmigdir. Hala 1929-cu
ildo bu rayonda Yalli Rags Qrupu toskil olunmus vo zaman kecdikca
kollektiv boyiimiigdiir. Bu giin Sorur Xalq Yalli Ansambli ilo borabar
rayonda yash nasli tomsil edon “Nurani” yalli ansambli va usaqglardan ibarat
“Sorur qongalori” yalli ansambli da bu oyunu yasadir.

Nax¢ivanin yalli ragslorinin beynalxalq soviyyads tanidilmasi onun
qorunub saxlanmasina bdoyiik tokan veracak. Mahz buna goro do
kollektivimiz “Yall1 Nax¢ivanin ananavi ragslori’nin YUNESKO-nun Tacili
qorunmaya ehtiyaci olan qeyri-maddi madani irs siyahisina daxil edilmasini
dostoklayir va onun qorunmasi tadbirlorinda faal istirak etmoys hazir
oldugumuzu bildiririk.

Hoérmoatls,
Sarur Xalq Yalh Ansamblinin direktoru:@@ Kimya Babayeva



UNESCO Director-General
Mrs Irina Bokova

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

There is an ancient history of our people's music and dance. In these dances, yalli
dances hold particular place. The Yalli history has through a historical way,
through the past, the spirit of the nation, its heroism.

The fame of Yalli dances have led to writing books about them, making
documentary films. The main thing is that for communities yalli carry their
identity and spirit, and have always enriched their creativity. In our ancient land,
several creative generations have been formed that bring yalli to life, love, learn,
and try to keep them despite people less practicing it. Yallis is widely spread in
Sharur region. As early as in 1929 Yalli Dance Group was created in this region
and has turned over time into a big team. Today, along with Sharur Folk Yalli
Ensemble, other local ensembles perform yalli dance, such as "Nurani” dance
ensemble representing the elderly generation in the region and the "Sharur
goncheleri" dance ensemble consisting mainly of children.

The international recognition of Nakhchivan yalli dances will give a great
impetus to its safeguarding. That is why our team supports the inclusion of
"Traditional dances of Yalli (Kochari, Tenzere) from Nakhchivan" into the List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and we are more
than ready to take an active part in its safeguarding.

Sincerely yours,
Director of Sharur Folk Yalli Ensemble

Kimya Babayeva



