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1. Name of the element

e Full name in the native language: Chakanduzi
e Full name in English: “Chakan - an embroidery art”.

2. Inventory number and date of registration

The element has been included in the national inventory titled as "Tajik National
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage" under No. E002. The list was adopted in the
framework of Annual Report Meeting of of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic
of Tajikistan in April 10, 2014, and the last updation date is January 16, 2016.

3.  Category and sub-category of the element

¢ Traditional craftsmanship.
e Social practices, rituals and festive events;
e Knowledge and practices concerning the nature and universe;

4.  Geographic range of the element

The element is distributed in the Kulob city, Vose, Muminabad, Danghara,
Farkhar, Khovaling, Shurabad, Mirsaid-ali Hamadani districts of Khatlon region of
Tajikistan. Kulob city is considered the center of chakan craftswomen.

5. A.Name of communities, groups and individuals concerned

Most concerned communities and groups of the element are as following:

1. Informal independent working groups organized by neighbor women and girls
of the Kulob city and surrounded villages and districts.

2. In the capitial city Dushanbe the communities conserned with the element are
placed in the special working places so called "Art houses".

3. In the Kulob city since 2005 is functioning the none-governmenial firm
“Chakan”, in which work 50 women and girls — masters of chakan sewing.



4. None-governmental organization “Haft paykar”.

5. Art schools and colleges, where pupils and students study drowing Chakan
ornaments and embroidery art.

6. Members of musical folklore groups and dancing ensembles of Tajikistan.

B. Participation of communities, groups, practitioners and bearers of the
element in the process of inventory-making and drafting ICH nomination file

In 2013 in the Research of Institute of Culture and Information (RICI) was
organized a group of experts for gathering fresh materials and updating of the
National Inventory List. The group was headed by Tajik folklorist from Academy
of Sciences Dr. Rahimov D. In the group also were included researchers from
RICI: Klicheva N., Zubaydov A., Muhammadiev H., Obidpur J, and Kholmurodov
Z.; from other institutions — Aminov A., (Institute of Language and Literature);
Murodov M., (Tajik National University) and Qodirov F. (Tajik Institute of Arts).
The group conducted several fieldworks in Sughd, Kulab, Hisar valley, Rasht and
Khatlon region and collected the necessary materials for completion of the
inventory list. In these fieldworks experts collaborated with local NGO’s, folk
artists, folk craftsmen, folk singers, musicians, performers, teachers,
representatives of local governments, and other people. Also in 4 regions of the
country (Sughd, Kurgantube, Kulob, Khorogh) work representatives of the
Inventory group, which provide with fresh materials and information about
situation of each element. The updating activity carried out in frame of “State
program on safeguarding ICH in the territory of the country for the period of 2013-
2020”.

In discussion were participated scholars, NGO representatives, journalists,
workers from cultural departments, folk craftsmen, folklore performers and artists.

The inventory list regularly updates in each 2 years. Thus, in 2016, it was
updated again and was discussed at the meeting of scholars of the given Institute,
in which participated representatives of the cultural sphere, folk craftsmen and
artists as well. Updated Tajik National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage consists
of 515 elements of ICH and was confirmed by the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Tajikistan in January 15, 2016.

6. Description of the element



The art of chakan embroidery is a kind of sewing ornaments, image of flowers and
symbolic drawings with colorful threads on cotton or silk fabrics. Chakan
embroidery art in Tajikistan belongs to women. Usually with chakan embroidery
masters sew women shirt, national cap, pillow, bedspread, headscarf, towel,
curtain, coverlet for cradle, curtain for wall decoration so called suzani and etc. In
the chakan embroidery art are used symbolic depictions and mythological images
related to the nature and cosmos, which express people’s wishes and hopes. Each
ornament has special name, for example, pomegranate flower, willow leaves,
almond, tulip, cockscomb, peacock’s tail, moon, star, sun, cloud and so on.

Process of chakan embroidery production consists of selection of textile and
threads, drawing ornaments, doing the needlepoint images, and sewing clothes.

s 3 Modes of transmission

Knowledge and skills related to the Chakan embroidery art till today are
transmitting in two traditional ways. First way is the vertical method take place in
frame of family. In the families young generation learn the art of chakan
embroidery from mothers, grand-mothers, elder sisters. Girls starting since 8-9
years old sitting close to their mothers or sisters observe the art of embroidery.
The second way of transmission of the element belongs to groups, which takes
place in horizontal method, so called ustod-shogird (master-student). In the group
work old and skilled seamstress women teach girls of 16-20 years old the fineness
of embroidery, selecting color threads and ornaments, and manners of sewing.

More formal learning of chakan omaments and embroidery art take place in the
Art schools and colleges, where pupils and students attend some lessons related to
the element.

As well as some firms and none-governmental organizations such “Hunarmand”,
“Chakan” and “Haft paykar” play active role in the transmission of knowledge
and skills of chakan embroidery art. NGO “Haft paykar” carries out master-
classes of chakan embroidery for young women.

8.  Responsible entity, state agency, institution



Office responsible for updation of the National Inventory List is Research Institute
of Culture and Information of the Republic of Tajikistan.

9. Access to the inventory:

The English version of the inventory is available at:

http://pitfi.tj/node/96
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