


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Architectural and Environmental Studies 

Antonia Theodosiou 

Architect & 

Environmental Engineer 

 

22 January 2017 

EXPERT IN THE DRY STONE TECHNIQUE 

MEMBER OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY FOR DRY STONE 
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY / SPS  

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

The dry stone technique is significant for humankind from different points of view:  historically, 
archaeologically, socially, traditionally, as well as for the modern era through new and valuable 
applications for instance in fighting desertification, fostering biodiversity, rural production, landscaping 
free spaces in urban centres and parks, but also as a work of art in many cases.  

Traditionally, the art of dry stone appears in rural constructions such as retaining wall works for 
terracing or retaining fertile soil, in threshing floors and yards, in human and animal shelters, in water 
management and control systems. 

In ancient times, it was used to build defensive walls, shelters and other constructions. 

Nowadays it is encountered in open-air landscaping in urban areas, but mainly in constructions to 
reinforce biodiversity and protect the landscape against erosion. 

Thanks to international and national conferences and workshops, scientific research and daily practice, 
the dry stone technique is more than ever before alive in modern history, but it is also necessary in 
many fields of applications. 

The sought inclusion of the dry stone technique in the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage will 
stimulate and highlight this necessity and give an important impetus to its various applications and the 
implementation of international synergies and programmes. 

Antonia Theodosiou 

ARCHITECT & ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER 

Member of the Technical Chamber 40991 

4b, Lipertis street 

2121 Aglantzia 

[signed] 

 

 



 

 

 



ANASTASIA PITTA- ARCHITECT 

RESEARCHER IN THE FIELD OF THE ART OF DRY STONE 

CYPRUS REPRESENTATIVE IN THE SECRETARIAT OF THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY FOR DRY 
STONE INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY / SPS 

TEL. 22421447 – 99528912, FAX: 22455572 

 

23 January 2017 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

In their first attempts to stay on the land, Cypriots used stone and the art of dry stone in order to retain 
the land, to collect precious soil and make the most of the island’s water resources.  Cyprus has very low 
rainfall and it disposes of a special system of water resources through groundwater deposits and 
aquifers.  The scarce rainfall as well as the estuaries of water bodies had to be managed wisely for 
Cypriots to be able to live according to water availability.  The art of dry stone has been since ancient 
times the wise and smart tool used in this process.  Constructions to control the groundwater courses as 
well as the systems of walling to divert and manage water constitute the key for the preservation of life 
and the emergence of civilisation in our land.  The art of drystone was developed to retain the soil and 
tree crops, as well as to landscape the build-up environment of human settlements.  A particular 
characteristic is the variety of rocks used reflecting the geological identity which is unique to Cyprus.  By 
using volcanic rocks, limestone and sandstone, Cypriots developed techniques and methods of building 
walls, surfaces and domed constructions which are part of the traditional architecture of the landscape 
and settlements, such as for instance, field boundaries, passageways, threshing floors, kilns, wells, 
diversion walls etc.  On the international scene, actions are taken to preserve this art and expand 
knowledge, train young craftsmen, deepen research and acknowledge the specific values and functions 
of dry stone walling constructions.  In Cyprus, activities are undertaken by communities and entities to 
promote and tap the knowledge of the older generation of craftsmen who can pass on their knowledge 
and experience to the younger ones. 

The inscription of the art of dry stone on the UNESCO National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
elements will contribute, amongst others, in preserving and expanding knowledge, in increasing the 
pool of experienced craftsmen, recognising many aspects of this rich tradition, promoting measures, 
strengthening those bodies that specialise in restoration activities and continuing this traditional craft 
into our modern times as well as making the most of international programmes aimed at promoting this 
tradition internationally.  

Yours faithfully 

Anastasia Pitta 
ARCHITECT  
25144 Nicosia 1307 
ARM: AQ35875/A 
TEL. 22421447 – 99528912, FAX: 22455572 
 



 

 

 



COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF NEON CHORION VILLAGE (PAFOS) 
 
 

23 January 2017 
 
 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 
 

Dry stone as a technique constitutes an important feature of the traditional architecture of our village 
and the surrounding landscape. The streets and footpaths are lined with dry stone walls, the retainer 
walls around agricultural land are made using dry stone construction and so are threshing floors and 
animal barns etc. 

In some areas of the village there are still threshing floors, terraces and animal shelter walls or field 
barns as well as field and plot boundary walls. 

 
 

We carry out and/or participate in actions and workshops to restore and promote the traditional 
character of the village including dry-stone constructions. 

 
 

Our village is also known for the quicklime production technique used in the old times and there are still 
surviving remnants of traditional lime kilns which we intend to protect and restore as part of our cultural 
heritage. 

 
 

We wish to express our support to the inclusion of the art of dry stone on the UNESCO List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage elements and we expect that this recognition will help enhance our efforts to promote 
this tradition and encourage younger people to participate by attending further training. 

Yours faithfully 

CHAIRMAN OF THE NEON CHORION COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

[signed] 

Αndreas Christodoulou 

4 Vasou Panayi Street, 8852 Neon Chorion, Pafos 

Tel: +357 26322520 Fax: +357 26322140 



 



 

CHAIRMAN OF THE KATHIKAS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MENELAOS TOURVAS 

 

23 January 2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

The dry stone technique constitutes an important feature of rural areas of Cyprus and particularly of the 
Akamas peninsula. 

In various areas of the peninsula there are characteristic dry stone constructions such as road and 
footpath boundaries and delimitations, terraces retaining the land, field barns and shelters for 
shepherds and farmers. 

Our community has participated in various actions and workshops on the restoration and showcasing of 
the dry stone technique and we wish for it to be recognised and inscribed on the UNESCO National List 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage elements. 

We expect this inclusion to enhance our conservation actions as well as our efforts to apply the 
technique in new constructions. 

Yours faithfully 

Chairman of the Kathikas Community Council 

[stamp and signature] 

Menelaos Tourvas 

Tel: +357 99603055 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Limassol Wine Villages 

Address: 4711 Agios Therapon, Limassol 

Telephone: (+357) 25942328 

Fax:  (+357) 25944127 

Date: 09/10/2015 

To: Cyprus Experts Committee for Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

Subject: Attestation of consent in the submission of a nomination file for the inscription of drystone 
on the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage and UNESCO List 

Sirs, 

With the present [letter] we confirm that we provide free, prior and informed consent to the 
nomination of drystone for inscription on the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage and the 
UNESCO List. 

 

[signed] 

Name / Function: Charalambos Charalambous 

Address: 4711, Agios Therapon 

Telephone: (+357) 99546789 

 

Limassol Wine Villages 

Arsos 

Agios Amvrosios 

 Agios Therapon 

Vouni 

 Gerovasa 

Dora 

Koilani 

Kissousa 

Lofou 

Malia 

Vasa Koilaniou 

Pachna 

Potamiou 



 

 

 



ANNA IEREIDOU 

ARCHITECT 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION TEACHER 

Tel: +357 99387670, annaieridi@gmail.com 

 

Date: 24 January 2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I wish to express my wholehearted support to the inscription of the dry stone technique on the UNESCO 
National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage elements. 

According to my assessment, this technique is a very unique form of traditional architectural 
construction, which I believe should be preserved and the knowledge and experience of the old masons 
should be extended to the younger generation especially to young masons.  

As a teacher training students in Building and Construction, I expect that this inclusion will give a boost 
to activities allowing young masons-to-be to acquire the technique in all its aspects [different types of 
constructions, types of rock etc.]. 

I have participated with a group of my students in dry stone construction workshops and have reached 
the conclusion that practice equips young people with valuable and substantial knowledge and 
experience.  I would recommend the continuation of similar actions and events in order to safeguard 
this tradition. 

Anna Iereidou 

 



 

 



 

DEMETRIS KOUTIS 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION STUDENT 

POLIS CHRYSOHOU TECHNICAL SCHOOL 

Tel: +357 97731572 

Date: 24 January 2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I support the inscription of the dry stone technique on the UNESCO National List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage elements. 

As far as I know, dry stone is a traditional technique applied mainly in the rural areas to create field 
terraces, retain the landscape as well as in other traditional constructions.  

I have participated in dry stone construction workshops and I intend to apply the practical knowledge 
and methodology I have acquired in my future work as a contractor and mason as well as in my rural 
occupations on my farmland.  I would like to acquire further knowledge and experience in this craft.   

 

Demetris Koutis 

[signed] 

 

 



 

 

 



 

AGGELOS KOUPPARIS 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION STUDENT 

POLIS CHRYSOHOU TECHNICAL SCHOOL 

Tel: +357 90150113 

Date: 24 January 2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription in the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

On the occasion of my participating in dry stone workshops I got to know about this craft which I 
consider valuable and important for traditional constructions. 

 

I wish to acquire further knowledge in order to be able to build constructions using the dry stone 
technique as best as possible in the context of my work in the future as a young contractor-builder.  

For the reasons above, I support the inscription of the dry stone technique on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage elements. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Aggelos Koupparis 

[signed] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

KRINOS KRINOU 

FORESTRY OFFICER – FOREST RANGER 

FORESTRY DEPARTMENT 

Tel: +357 99324788, krinou1@hotmail.com 

 

 

Date: 27 January 2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I support the inscription of the dry stone technique on the UNESCO National List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage elements. 

It is a valuable and very precious technique as it allows the landscape to be supported in an 
environmentally-friendly manner and be protected from erosion by retaining the terraces. 

It is also a practical and ecological way to rebuild hedges, field boundaries and other constructions along 
nature trails in our forests, around trees that require support, in sheds of protected animal and bird 
species as well as in anti-erosion works amongst others. 

 

I have participated at workshops on this craft in the Pafos area and have gained knowledge and 
experience.  I would like to enrich my knowledge in this technique to cover other areas of Cyprus in 
order to be able to apply it in my work in building dry wall constructions for the Forestry Department 
wherever it is necessary to support the landscape and restore existing dry wall constructions or expand 
new ones inside the forest. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Krinos Krinou 

[signed] 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

SOTIRIS CHRYSANTHOU 

Foreman of Constructions Crew of the Department of Antiquities 

Tel: +357 99644727  

 

Date: 23/1/2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I am in favour of the process of including the dry stone technique on the UNESCO National List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage elements because it is an age-old craft. 

This inclusion will promote more activities and training programmes for all of us who are involved or 
wish to become more extensively involved in this type of construction.  

I consider dry stone construction to be par excellence a traditional craft, which uses building materials 
exclusively from the very same area where the constructions are built.  

Amongst the antiquities found in our country there are also elements of dry stone constructions and I 
believe that they are being restored by applying the most indicated and original methods. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Sotiris Chrysanthou 

[signed] 



 

 

 



 

SOTIRIS HADJIKYRIAKOU 

STONE CUTTER 

DEPARTMENT OF ANTIQUITIES 

Tel: +357 99434075  

 

Date: 24/1/2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I am a skilled stone cutter and am involved in the processing of rocks and stone for the purpose of 
building constructions commissioned by the Department of Antiquities. 

In my professional activity I have been involved in building dry stone constructions and I do recognise 
the value of this technique which is also encountered amongst Cypriot antiquities.  

I do support the inscription of the dry stone technique on the UNESCO National List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage elements. 

I consider that this inscription will promote this ancient craft in Cyprus and will increase the number and 
frequency of specialised activities and workshops which will allow us to expand our knowledge.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Sotiris Hadjikyriakou 

[signed] 



 

 

 

 



AMFIARAOS LTD CONTRACTORS 

P.O.BOX 61409, 8134 PAFOS 

TEL: 26952258/59 – 99612719 

FAX: 26945086 

Email: amfiar@cytanet.com.cy 

ARGYRIS PANAGIOTOU-SALAMIOU 

BUILDING CONTRACTOR 

TRAINER IN DRY STONE CONSTRUCTIONS 

Tel: 99413898 

 

Date: 23/01/2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I am involved in the reconstruction and restoration of traditional buildings and related constructions and 
apply the dry stone technique in my work.  I consider the craft of dry stone to be very important and I 
wish to acquire further knowledge on this craft using the various types of rock from all the regions of 
Cyprus. 

I have taken part at dry stone construction workshops and have delivered training on the processing of 
rocks and building of dry stone constructions, as well as on its importance for the landscape not only to 
support and retain it but also to boost biodiversity and the farming professions. 

I support the inscription of the Dry stone Technique on the UNESCO National List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage elements. 

I believe that this process will contribute to the hosting of more programmes and activities on dry stone 
construction throughout Cyprus and this will enable us to enrich our knowledge and enhance our 
technical vocational training as skilled workers in this area.  

Yours faithfully 

[signed] 

Argyris Panagiotou 



 

 

 

 

 



 

AMFIARAOS LTD CONTRACTORS 

P.O.BOX 61409, 8134 PAFOS 

TEL: 26952258/59 – 99612719 

FAX: 26945086 

Email: amfiar@cytanet.com.cy 

PANAGIOTIS PANAGIOTOU-SALAMIOU 

BUILDING CONTRACTOR – TRADITIONAL AND LISTED BUILDINGS 

TRAINER IN DRY STONE CONSTRUCTIONS 

Tel: 99612719, amfiaros@cytanet.com.cy 

 

Date: 23/01/2017 

 

Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I am involved in the reconstruction and restoration of dry stone constructions and I recognise the value 
and usefulness of this technique. 

I have taken part at dry stone construction workshops as a trainer and I express my special respect for 
the efforts deployed to preserve this craft and expand knowledge about it and its applications. 

I support the inscription of the dry stone technique on the UNESCO National List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage elements. 

I believe that a further impetus should be given to the practical application of this technique and more 
workshops should be encouraged in order for all stone masons, young and old, to acquire as much 
knowledge as we can from the more experienced traditional craftsmen and connoisseurs.   

 

Yours faithfully 

[signed] 

Panagiotis Panagiotou 

 



 

 

 



 

FEDERATION OF THE BUILDING CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATIONS OF CYPRUS 

REF: 3.4.2/II 

26 January 2017 

To: 

The Cultural Services 

Ministry of Education and Culture 

Dear Sirs 

RE: Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

The Federation of the Building Contractors Associations of Cyprus, in its capacity as the representative 
body of the Contractors of Cyprus, assigns an enormous importance to training and educating craftsmen 
both in modern building techniques as well as in the older traditional ones.   

One of these techniques is the dry stone technique.  We consider it to be an invaluable and unique 
traditional building method and we favour all efforts and measures taken to preserve and disseminate 
this craft amongst masons. 

Our Federation has subsidised events and workshops promoting the acquisition of knowledge and skills 
in this technique.  We wish to state that we are fully satisfied with the positive effects of these events 
both in expanding the knowledge of our craftsmen as well as in disseminating this knowledge to the new 
generation of masons and Technical Education students who are expected to become part of the 
Construction Industry workforce. 

Therefore, the Federation of the Building Contractors Associations of Cyprus warmly supports the 
inscription of the Dry stone Technique on the UNESCO National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
elements, thus safeguarding the unique features applied in Cyprus. 

 

Yours faithfully 

[signed] 

Frangos Prokopa 

Director 

 

3A Androcleous street, 1060 Nicosia, P.O.Box 21840, 1514 Nicosia Cyprus – Tel (+357) 22753606 Fax 
(+357)22751664 

Email: oseokseo@cytanet.com.cy – www.oseok.org.cy 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



GREGORIS A. KAPONAS – DROUSIA 

BUILDING CONTRACTOR 

TRAINER IN DRY STONE CONSTRUCTION 

Tel: 99647003 

Fax: 26332367 

 

Date: 24/1/17 

 

RE: Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I support the inscription of the dry stone technique on the UNESCO National List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage elements because it is a technique which is necessary for retaining terraces and plots of land 
and delimiting their boundaries.  In our area we do use this technique making the most of the local field 
stones in order to restore and fill in the traditional cobbled-stone floorings in yards and trails and in 
restoring and filling traditional buildings such as barns. 

I am involved in the restoration of listed buildings and of their outside areas by applying the dry stone 
technique in stone fencing and floors. 

I have taken part at dry stone workshops as a trainer and I believe that this should be continued so that 
we can carry on acquiring and disseminating experience in new types of dry stone constructions and 
restorations.  

 

Yours faithfully 

[signed] 

Gregoris A. Kaponas 

BUILDING CONTRACTOR 

GREGORIS A. KAPONAS 

DROUSIA PAFOS 

TEL: 99647003 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

CHRISTOS CHARALAMBOUS - INEIA 

GEOLOGIST – GUIDE - FARMER 

Tel: 99655477 

 

Date: 19/1/17 

 

RE: Statement on the significance of the Dry Stone Technique and its inscription on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

I consider that the inscription of the dry stone technique on the UNESCO National List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage elements is very important as it involves applications which are extremely necessary to 
support the rural landscape. 

I believe that this inscription will act as a fundamental trigger which will establish practices and actions 
aiming at practising and teaching this craft.  

I have been applying the dry stone technique in my daily activities either thanks to funding I received or 
by my own means and have taken part at dry stone construction workshops.  These workshops are an 
opportunity to exchange best practices amongst many craftsmen, thus enriching the knowledge of 
young stone-masons and farmers alike. 

Building dry stone constructions also makes best use of the local field rocks. 

 

Yours faithfully 

[signed] 

Christos Charalambous 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Association of Cypriot Archaeologists
P.O. Box 20058

1600, Nicosia
acarchaeologists@gmail.com

06 February 2017
Loukia-Loizou Hadjigavriel
President of the Cyprus National Commission for UNESCO
Cyprus National Commission for UNESCO
Cultural Services - Ministry of Education and Culture
27 Ifigenias Street
2007, Strovolos, Cyprus

Dear Ms Hadjigavriel,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Association of Cypriot Archaeologists 
(henceforth ACA), I would like to inform you that the ACA fully endorses and supports the 
Cyprus National Commission for UNESCO’s submission of a multinational request for the 
inclusion of the art and technique of drystone in the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The art of drystone undoubtedly has a very long history on the island of Cyprus 
stretching from the Neolithic all the way to our times, while drystone or drystack 
constructions can be found across all areas of the island with important concentrations in the 
circum-Troodos wine producing areas of Pitsilia, Marathasa and the Wine and Commandaria 
villages area in the district of Limassol. Furthermore, the technique of drystone building is 
still practiced today, which along with its long history and strong presence on the island render
it an element eligible for inclusion to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity (henceforth List).

Added to the above, the inclusion of drystone to the List will also be beneficial for its 
promotion and preservation, as this idiosyncratic built tradition is not currently receiving 
enough attention or appreciation by most of the urbanite inhabitants on the island. Being an 
element associated with the countryside, drystone structures are either ignored or considered 
to form part of a romanticized decaying recent past that soon may pass to oblivion. 
Thankfully, the ongoing revitalisation of the countryside in Cyprus, and the tireless efforts of 
NGOs and governmental agencies such as the Cyprus National Commission for UNESCO, 
the Department of Antiquities, and the Department of Town Planning and Housing, are 
gradually reviving interest in the intangible heritage of Cyprus, as well as the monuments and 
folk artefacts of the recent past. The inclusion of the art of drystone to the List will certainly 
reinforce these efforts and allow a renewed dialogue on the value of drystone for the 
environment (soil consolidation, landslides and aridification prevention, biodiversity 
preservation), history and archaeology (preservation of memory, sense of place and space),



Association of Cypriot Archaeologists | P. O. Box 20058, 1600 Nicosia | acarchaeologists@gmail.com | www.aca-cy.org

and the communities engaging in their manufacture (social cohesion, sense of community, 
intra-communal ties, spirit of collaboration).

The ACA has set as objectives of primary importance the protection, study, conservation 
and promotion of all elements of cultural heritage of the island including elements of 
intangible heritage. As such, the ACA warmly welcomes and supports any endeavour towards 
these directions, including the request for the inclusion of the art and technique of drystone 
in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The president and the members of the Board remain at your disposal for any further 
assistance in this endeavour and wish you good luck.

On behalf of the Board of Directors,

Dr. Despo Pilides
President



 
6th February 2017 

 
 
Subject: Dry stone wall-building in Cyprus – support for its recognition as a form of UNESCO 
intangible cultural heritage  
 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
 

As a non-governmental organisation (NGO) working for nature conservation, we fully appreciate that 
some forms of human intervention in the landscape are highly beneficial for wildlife. Dry stone walls 
fall into exactly this category.  
 
The preservation of disappearing skills that have a definite landscape and biodiversity benefit is, we 
believe, vital. We therefore fully support the idea of dry stone wall-building in Cyprus being recognised 
as a UNESCO intangible cultural heritage.   
 
Traditional dry stone walls have a key role in preventing soil erosion on slopes and provide excellent 
habitat in the form of hiding places and nesting areas for not just birds (including, notably, the endemic 
Cyprus Wheatear Oenanthe cypriaca, a bird species found only in Cyprus) but also for reptiles and 
invertebrates. Dry stone walls are also important for many plant species and are a crucial component 
of the traditional farmed landscape in Cyprus. This landscape is a valuable area for birds and 
biodiversity in general.  
 
Preservation of the traditional farmed landscape in Cyprus is among the priority aims of BirdLife 
Cyprus. We would therefore be keen to support and play our part in, any efforts to protect dry stone 
walling, a skill with a definite biodiversity benefit.  
 
 

Sincerely 

 
Martin Hellicar 
Director 
 

 

Μάρτιν Χέλλικαρ 
Διευθυντής 

Πτηνολογικός Σύνδεσμος Κύπρου 
Τ.Θ. 12026 
Λευκωσία, 2340, Κύπρος 

Martin A. Hellicar 
Director 

BirdLife Cyprus 
PO Box 12026 
Nicosia, 2340, Cyprus 

Tel: +357 22 455072 Fax: +357 22 455073
Email: martin.hellicar@birdlifecyprus.org.cy  
Website: www.birdlifecyprus.org 







Cyprus Herpetological Society 

P.O.B. 61435, 8134 Pafos 

Tel: +357 26 967 600 

Fax: +357 26 967 007 

Email: HerpetSocietyCy@gmail.com 

 

Thursday 2 February 2017 

 

The Herpetological Society of Cyprus has been informed about the submission of an application for the 
inscription of the art of dry stone on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.  We are fully in 
agreement with this application, as we believe that it shall contribute to raising public awareness on the 
preservation of the art of dry stone walling and promote its importance for the survival of local flora and 
fauna.  It should be noted that the method of constructing dry stone walls without any mortar to bind 
the stones together and the multitude of cracks and openings which are created, constitute highly 
important shelters or habitats used by a plethora of reptiles on the island for thermoregulation, 
reproduction but also hibernation.  Amongst the reptiles there is the endemic Cyprus Whip Snake 
(Hierophis cypriensis), the endemic Troodos Lizard (Phoenicolacerta troodica) as well as another eight 
reptiles that are strictly protected by European Directive 92/43/EEC. 

 

We support the submission of the application for the inscription of the art of dry stone on the UNESCO 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage and we shall deploy every possible effort to promote 
and preserve it. 

 

Demetrios Loukaides 

 

President of the Cyprus Herpetological Society 

 

[signed] 

 



 
 
 

To Whom It May Concern 
 
Our Foundation strongly supports the application submitted by the Cyprus National Commission for 
UNESCO to include the Cyprus techniques of dry-stone walling on UNESCO’s World Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
 
We are a not-for-profit organisation of 25 years standing, established to assist rural areas in developing 
sustainably while conserving their character, environment and cultural heritage.  In this sense, ever since 
our first EU-funded project, the Laona Project (MEDSPA-LIFE, 1989-1992), we have promoted the value of 
dry-stone walls and organised or participated in conservation workshops. 
 
Dry-stone walling has a long tradition world-wide which differs from region to region. The method used in 
Cyprus corresponds to techniques suitable to our particular soils, dry weather and agriculture, and has 
been very widely used in our vine-growing and fruit-growing areas.  The contraction of agriculture has led 
to abandonment of many terraces constructed of dry-stone walls. We believe however, that terraces have 
a multitude of benefits beyond their use for agricultural purposes, e.g  
 for soil retention against erosion 
 to conserve biodiversity: as nesting sites of avifauna and a habitat for reptiles 
 for re-use and exploitation of natural resources (rocks) while clearing spaces for planting 
 for field separation, designating private property borders   
 for development of specialised technical skills which offer increased job opportunities  
 as a valuable part of our cultural heritage  
 to attract special interest tourism 
 to help fire containment in the countryside  
 for its aesthetic value. 

 
We therefore, support the maintenance and repair of dry-stone walls/terraces while at the same time 
seeking alternative contemporary uses.  Including the Cypriot method of dry-stone walling on UNESCO’s 
List will undoubtedly encourage land owners and rural communities to engage in maintenance actions.  At 
the same time it will ensure that, with proper guidance, the  practices used today respect and correspond 
to established, and effective, traditional methods. 
 
Our Foundation sponsored the participation of Cypriots in the recent World Conference of the 
International Terraced Landscapes Alliance (ITLA, Italy, October 2016). As a result of what was learned, we 
are now in the process of creating a Think Tank, composed of relevant stakeholders, to consider how the 
techniques of dry-stone walling can best be promoted and implemented within a contemporary 
framework.  We are  currently also investigating the desirability of creating  national standards for dry 
stone walling in Cyprus and we assure you that our Foundation will be keen to cooperate with 
educational, local and cultural stakeholders for the protection and survival of this traditional technique.  
 

 
Dr Artemis Yiordamli 
Managing Director 
 
6 February 2017 

Laona/general 2017/To Whom It May Concern for dry-stone project 


