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Anda la pedagogia 
entre libros y programas; 
por trillos de pentagramas 
va la musicologia. 
Si, por la etimologfa, 
no encuentras la soluci6n, 
cumple con la indicaci6n 
que te brindan m is canciones: 
con g, las terminaciones 
-gogia y -logia son. 
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''Quiero que la cultura de mi 
pueblo perdure dentro del 
marco Universal de la 
cultura de Ios pueblos del 
mundo porque solamente en 
la expresi6n cultural de un 
pueblo, esta el sello 
ineludible de su libertad, de 
su dignidad y de su respecto 
como pueblo ... " 
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Ibero-American House of Decima and Improvised Poetry. 
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Juan Manuel Herrera Alvarez. Las Tunas: Punto cubano was born in 

the communities, among simple men of the Cuban people. It grows 

strong in the environment in which these men lived, and it helped them 

express their feelings. It contributed to shape our nationality; we are 

Cuban because, among other things we express ourselves through 

Punto. It is the responsibility of the nation to recognise it and protect it. 

If a people loses its identity, its sense of belonging it is no longer a 

nation. Therefore, what we Cubans carry in our blood, what has made 

us transcend as a nation through a long historic process of shaping our 

attitude towards life, must be preserved, protected, and a good way of 

doing it is declaring it heritage of humanity. 

Liliana Rodriguez Peiia. Las Tunas: Punto cubano is an oral tradition 

capable of changing and transforming our society. Our people have 

remained true to our roots throughout the process of the formation of 

our identity and Punto cubano has remained intact and also true to its 

roots, like its practitioners and followers. Therefore, as a creative and 

spiritual genre, the world should also acknowledge it. 

Yaime Rajas Hernandez. Las Tunas: I think it should be heritage of 

humanity because it is part of the Cuban people, and the Cuban people 

loves it. 

Guillermo Castillo Vega. Las Tunas: Since Punto arrived in Cuba, 

decimal has formed part of the life of the country. It has been used to 



sing our history and it has adapted to the life and traditions of the 

Cubans. Every event, phenomenon or process in the country has been 

portrayed through Punto. This condition of adaptability might have 

made possible its lasting in time, and it is also an expression of 

intelligence and culture. 

MAYABEQUE, MADRUGA. 

Oxana Rodriguez Reyes. Professor. Madruga: Punto cubano should be 

declared heritage because it is part of our most autochthonous and 

genume roots, for its cultural wealth and for the complexity of the 

genre. 

Yunet L6pez. Madruga, Mayabeque: Punto Cubano should be inscribed 

in that Representative List and should be Heritage of Humanity, 

because it is a tradition that with several variants and styles is 

practised in many countries. Particularly in Cuba it has developed and 

taken roots within our culture, and it is practised with a high quality. It 

would be a way of promoting and giving visibility to this art in the 

world. 

Gisela Rizo Rizo. Fca. Reglita. Madruga. Mayabeque. May 9, 2014: For 

me, Punto cubano is the lute, the joyful tres and the bass string of the 

guitar. At the same time the melody is important, it does not matter if it 

is from Vuelta Abajo, or from the Centre of the country or if it is 

sentimentalist or not. 

When I listen to a zapateo or a guajira, I also feel the Punto cubano, and 

at the same time the written decima as a manifestation of what you can 

do in seconds, of what you master. 

Punto cubano makes your blood boil and makes your thought run. It is 

a pity that radio and TV do not broadcast it that much. 



Jondri Gutierrez Claro. 82061917436. BA in Education specialised in 

Information Science. Decimista: I am very happy that many people are 

getting together to achieve this common objective. I am not a well

known improviser, but my grandfather was. It was because of him that I 

became interested and that I felt the need of writing and of learning 

about decima. 

It is my life my roots now. You can do anything using decima. When you 

talk about Punto guajiro, when you listen to a decimal, you can feel the 

pride of being Cuban, or simply of being a person. I thank life for being 

able to enjoy this experience and for sharing with the people around me 

who also have the opportunity of enjoy the fullness of that love. 

Yunet L6pez. Poet Improviser: Punto guajiro should be declared 

Intangible Heritage of Humanity because its many variants have 

chronicled the history of many nations and it is one of the most deeply 

rooted traditions in Cuban national culture and of other countries too; 

it is an art that is kept alive in many societies in spite of the new 

contemporary ways which impact the preferences of the audiences. 

Francisco Rodriguez Perez. (Paco): Decima is the deepest expression 

that can be used to show pain, happiness, melancholy, etc. 

I understand it has many values, its spiritual beauty is also important 

as well as its written improvised variant. It should be declared heritage 

of humanity. 

Its function in society is soothing and easing pain and agony, so it has a 

positive impact on society. 

Indiana San Emeteco Perez. 27 years. Grade school teacher. Literature 

professor. Member of the Association Brothers Saiz (AHS) (literature), 

(non-professional tune composer): I love Punto guajiro because it is one 

of the highest exponents of Cuban roots and culture. I come from a 

family of peasants and everyone in my family sings, improvises or plays 



instruments. I think Punto gathers together all improvisers, composers 

and other traditions. 

When I listen to the lute or to the tress or the guitar I feel nostalgic and 

sometimes I think I am going to burst. 

I feel Punto guajiro 

like a spring which flows from inside me 

and drop by drop 

drives my life like a sigh. 

The guateque, when I look, 

I see muse, illusion 

with guayabera, song 

melody and improvisation 

traditions with lyricism 

sprout from my heart. 

Diosdado Padilla Tamayo. Madruga, Mayabeque. 9 May, 2014: I think 

this tradition known as Punto Guajiro or Punto Cubano, should be 

strengthened because of what it represents for the cultural roots of our 

Cuban nation that is why I applaud the workshops on improvisation. 

Victor Manuel Le6n Piloto. Pipian, Mayabeque: Punto cubano, not Punto 

guajiro, because even people from the cities are improvisers. Every 

Cuban carries it in his or her blood; it is nourishment for the spirit and 

therefore we should defend it so that it does not die, but rather grows 

and bear fruit. 

Improvisation is unlimited magic and it should be given the place it 

deserves in our Cuban traditions. It should be disseminated more on 

TV. It should always be considered the strongest pillar of our culture, 

and in that way we are inviting every Cuban to love our traditions. 



Sonia Perez Cassola. Musicologist and researcher: I think Punto should 

be heritage of humanity because it is very important for the 

transmission of the feelings and the knowledge of our citizens. 

Haydee Hernandez Arencibia. Specialist Grupo Guijarro: I think the 

dossier should be named "Punto Cubano." It should be inscribed in the 

List because is a traditions that identifies our country, it is part of a 

tradition that has been practices for centuries in the Cuban 

countryside. Punto brings us together and identifies us in Cuba and 

abroad. 

MATANZAS 

HOUSE OF CULTURE CEIBA MOCHA 

Islay Madruga L6pez. Pefi.a Campesina. House of Culture Ceiba Mocha. 

Monthly gathering organised by the Division of Houses of Culture. 

Cultural promoter in the province of Matanzas: My opinion is that 

Punto guajiro should be heritage of humanity. It would be important for 

the genre, for our culture and for our identity: 

because it is an expression of the Cuban identity and of the 

Cuban nationality; 

because it is part of the behaviour, the feelings and the artistic 

traditions of Cuban practitioners and followers; 

because it is part of the evolution of the collective and individual 

thought of a people. 

Gabriel Isaias Calvelo Rem6n: As a young improviser, I feel that Punto 

guajiro is an essential part of my life. Thanks to Punto, I have been able 

to enjoy life in a different way. I enjoy improvisation, the sound of a 

melody, the lute, a melody or a good song. I would like that it would be 

disseminated more because it is an important and beautiful genre for 

the Cuban nation. 



Jose A Morales. Matanzas. Ceiba Mocha: As a young improviser, I feel 

that Punto guajiro is an essential part of my life. Thanks to it, I have 

been able to see life in a different way. I equally enjoy improvisation, a 

melody, the lute or a peasant song. I would like the media to pay more 

interest to this beautiful genre so important for the Cuban nation. 

Diana Laura Ramirez Perez: Since the very beginning of the history of 

our country and until today, Punto cubano has been a protagonist in 

Cuban culture. Punto Cubano is the musical expression that represents 

us in the world as Cubans. Because of all the efforts to keep this 

beautiful tradition alive and to disseminate it to the world, I think it 

should be included in the list of the world heritage. 

Nuiiez, cultural promoter: I think Punto guajiro is a well-rooted 

tradition; it is the essence of the Cuban, because it runs in our blood, 

and it is the ideosyncracy of our nation. 

I want poetry 

To spring from my latent voice 

So humble and blooming 

As the lights of the day's dawn 

I want it next to me 

And to grow next to me 

More like sugar cane than like a vine 

N abori also said 

We here state: 

Punto guajiro is CUBA 



CASA NABOR.i. LIMONAR. 

045-23 5289. 

Orismay Hernandez Ramirez. Matanzas: I think Punto cubano should 

be declared Intangible Heritage of Humanity because it is backed and 

ratified by two centuries of existence. It is a cultural expression that 

comes from the past, but it has a bright present and a promising future. 

Hector Luis Alonso Carrefto. Improviser: I think Punto cubano because 

it has been a tradition that has transcended throughout time and from 

generation to generation to become an essential part of our identity and 

it deserves the recognition to continue disseminating it and preserving it 

in society. 

Dora Perez Garcia. Limonar. Casa Nabori. Matanzas: I think "Punto" 

should be declared Intangible Heritage of Humanity because it identifies 

us as a nation. 

MA YABEQUE, SAN JOSE 

Pefta campesina (Peasant gathering) (once a month). Organised by 

practitioner bearer Aramis Padilla: I think Punto is important for 

humanity because of its performance, and it would also be a manner for 

other peoples to learn about us. 

Yenisleydis Gonza.Iez Garcia. San Jose. Mayabeque: Punto guajiro: It 

would be a blessing for the tradition if the world learns about the art we 

love, we practice and defend. Inscribing it m the UNESCO 

Representative List would make the practitioners of Punto very proud. 



HOUSE OF DECIMA OF GUINES. 

Mariana Borrasco Oliva. Mayabeque: It is very important for the Cuban 

identity that Punto cubano be declared Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity. I think we must not lose our roots, our traditions and our 

essence in general. 

Lazaro Palenzuela. Phone: 047 525367. Director of the House of Decima 

of Mayabeque: I think Repentismo should be declared Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity, because it is a tradition that has 

identified throughout the years the most autochthonous manifestations 

of our culture, which originated mostly in the Cuban countryside and 

has strengthened reaching the most important spaces of the cities and 

has become a cultural and social phenomenon in our nation. 

Yoslaimy Martinez Padilla. Tune composer. Mayabeque: It is a very 

important proposal for our generation and for the future generations 

also because it preserves our roots and our identity as a nation. 

Francisco A. Pereira Herrera. Mayabeque: I personally think that the 

idea of nominating Punto cubano as Intangible Heritage is very 

important, because it is a tradition we are preserving and it is very good 

to collect the results of such a hard work and transcend in history. 

Diosvani Sanchez Ortega. Improviser. Giiines. Mayabeque: Punto 

guajiro for our country right now is a pride, is purity, is to continue to 

give life to this Cuban tradition. For me, Punto guajiro has conquered 

the hearts of all Cubans with improvisation, with the melodies in a way 

that almost anyone can write four verses in rhyme. That is why I think 



our people would be very proud if Punto gu~iro is declared Intangible 

Heritage of Humanity. 

Yuneirel Fr6meta. Student of Sociocultural specialty. Social worker. 

Mayabeque: Punto gu~iro is part of the Cuban cultural identity and 

therefore, it will be very important for Cubans to declare it "Intangible 

Heritage of Humanity." This art identifies every Cuban, it makes us feel 

very happy and it makes us grow and increase our knowledge. It makes 

us better improvisers every day. 

Yunior Puentes Miranda: Punto guajiro means a lot for me, because a 

come from a family that is very close to that tradition. I am also an 

improviser and I think decima is in everything a poet writes and sees. 

Punto guajiro should be declared Heritage of Humanity because of its 

long tradition and its roots. 

Edisney Tejera Miralla: For me, Punto guajiro is the most respected oral 

tradition, because it is born improvised. The poet is talking and as soon 

a lute is played, inspiration comes in decimas and you can sing for two 

hours without interruption. The people love to participate in peasant 

festivities. 

Yusimei Pedroso. Cultural promoter, community "Osvaldo Sanchez", 

Guines. Mayabeque: I would like Pun to Guajiro to be the crown jewel for 

the entire world and I would like our identity and our roots to reach the 

heart of all the peoples. 



Merido Francisco. Giiines. Mayabeque: It would be a great pride if 

repentismo is included in the Representative List of UNESCO. The name 

that should appear is PUNTO GUAJIRO; the roots of the peasants, as 

the great majority of improvisers are peasants. 

Enrique Bin Machado. Giiines. Mayabeque: In think all variants and 

manifestations of peasant music should be declared Intangible Heritage 

of Humanity, because it is an art that came with the Spanish 

conquerors and then took roots in Cuba where the peasants and the 

people from the cities have made it their own. 

It is more popular in the countryside, because it was the sector less 

developed, less educated and lonelier at one time, but it has also 

developed in the cities. People like to listen to it and sing it. 

You have to be a natural born improviser, and then you develop your 

gift, but you have to have it in your blood. Not even the most famous 

singers in the world can improvise just like that. 

Peasant music in general and particularly decima sings to everything 

tangible and intangible on Earth and in the Universe. This art talks 

about everything. 

Like tango from Argentina and Mexican ranchera, Punto cubano 

identifies the art of our country. 

CIEGO DE A VILA 

Armando Lopez Rond6n: It is very important because we will be 

protecting our own cultural traditions, and we have to be aware of the 

fact that, if we would lose our cultural memory, we would lose our 

identity as a nation. 

Kadir L6pez Martinez. Ciego de Avila. E-mail kadirlopez@nauta.cu. Cell 

phone: 58003272: It is important for our identity that Punto cubano be 



declared Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, because it is a 

spontaneous, joyful and active way of transmitting to the rest of the 

world the values that characterise us, as well as the traditions and 

experiences of our country. This strengthens the ties established by the 

exchanges between the various cultures. 

HOUSE OF DECIMA OF PINAR DEL Rio "CELESTINO GARCIA" 

Phone: 048 775297 (Montana) 

Julio Pablo Travieso Martinez: I think it is necessary to prepare the 

nomination dossier so that Punto cubano definitely occupies the place it 

deserves not only in Cuba, but in the rest of the world also, and thus 

ensure that it lasts in time. 

Group of bearers of Viftales: We think it is extremely important to 

acknowledge Punto Intangible Heritage of Humanity, because Punto for 

us the most autochthonous manifestation of national culture. We also 

think there are beautiful sites in the world, but none is as beautiful as 

our Valley of Viftales. There are other countries in the world like Puerto 

Rico, Venezuela, Spain with manifestations that are similar to Punto, 

but one is as representative of the roots and the character of a peasant 

community as our Punto Guajiro and Cubano. 

9 October, 2015 Pinar del Rio 

House of Decima Celestino Garcia. 9 May, 2015: 

Punto Cubano: This manifestation with a wide cultural background, 

that includes decima and other variants, should be acknowledged in the 

entire Hispanic-American world. 



All the poets participating in this talk join our voices to the other voices 

in the universe that proclaim Punto Cubano as Intangible Heritage of 

Humanity. 

Punto Cubano reflects the phenomenon of orality; it is the essence of 

our most autochthonous identity as Cubans. It is also part of the 

essence of every citizen of the world in the existence and spirituality. 

In this festivity, tonight, the audience supports the proposal to 

nominate and proclaim Punto Cubano as Intangible Heritage of 

Humanity. 



29 de agosto de 2016 

AVAL 

El Centro lberoamericano de la Decima y el Verso lmprovisado reconoce el 
Punto Guajiro como parte integrante del Patrimonio Cultural lnmaterial de la 
naci6n, recreandolo en funci6n del entorno como elemento de identidad 
transmitido de generaci6n a generaci6n en el ejercicio del derecho y el respeto 
a la diversidad cultural. 

A traves del presente expresamos nuestro apoyo y consentimiento para la 
inclusion del Punto Guajiro en la Lista Representativa del Patrimonio Cultural 
lnmaterial de la Humanidad. 

Dtor Centro iberoamericano de la Decima y el Verso lmprovisado 
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The lbero-American Centre for the Decima and Improvised Verse acknowledges 
that "Punto Guajiro" is part of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the nation, which is 
recreated as an element of the identity transmitted from generation to generation 
exercising the right and respect to cultural diversity. 

We hereby state our endorsement and consent for the inclusion of "Punto 
Guajiro" in the representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

f#!:~, w~ VJ:i_! g,J 
' . \ft:_u;~ 
. ~cPA 

Lw Paz E~veJr 

Dtor Centro iberoamericano de la Decima y el Verso lmprovisado 
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Le 1 0 OCT. 2016 ~La Habana, 1 de septiembre de 2016. 
"Afio 58 de la Revoluci6n" 

No .......... ~ .. tf.CP. .............. .. 

AVAL DEL CONSEJO NACIONAL DE PATRIMONIO CULTURAL AL ELEMENTO 
"PUNTO". 

El PUNTO es una de las expresiones imprescindibles dentro del panorama 
de la musica cubana formando parte de nuestros modos de vida y de 
nuestra historia como naci6n. De procedencia y supervivencia rurat hoy se 
practica en campos y ciudades, reflejando el sentir de la sociedad cubana al 
tiempo que ilustra acontecimientos y vivencias cotidianas. 

El Consejo Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural y la Comisi6n para la 
Salvaguardia del Patrimonio Cultural lnmaterial trabajan en estrecho 
vinculo con Ios procesos comunitarios apegados a las expresiones de la 
cultura popular tradicional, contribuyendo a fortalecer Ios valores 
identitarios y humanistas de Ios cubanos. 

Por todo lo antes expuesto, el Consejo Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural y la 
Comisi6n para la Salvaguardia del Patrimonio Cultural lnmaterial 
acompafian a las comunidades portadoras en el proceso de solicitud de 
declaratoria del elemento, en un primer memento el Repentismo, 
modalidad de expresi6n del Punto, como Patrimonio de la Naci6n Cubana y 
en la actualidad al Punto como Patrimonio de la Humanidad. 

Avalamos la solicitud de las comunidades portadoras para que se 
reconozca el Punto como Patrimonio lnmaterial de la Humanidad. 

Y para que asf conste firmo la presente: 

. Cin~ 
Msc. :~ Collazo Usallan 

Presidenta 
Consejo Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural. 
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Havana, September 1st, 2016. 
"Year 58 of the Revolution" 

ENDORSEMENT BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL 
HERITAGE TO THE ELEMENT "PUNTO." 

"PUNTO" is one of the indispensable expressions within the panorama 
of Cuban music and is part of our ways of life and of our history as a 
nation. Originally born in rural areas, in which it survived against all 
odds, Punto is practised in rural and urban areas alike, showing the 
feelings of the Cuban society while illustrating daily-life events and 
experiences. 

The National Council for Cultural Heritage and the National Commission 
for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage work closely 
together with the communities that practice and protect the expressions 
of the traditional popular culture aimed at strengthening the humanistic 
and identity values of Cubans. 

Therefore, for the reasons above stated, the National Council for 
Cultural Heritage and the National Commission for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage Cultural endorse the bearer communities 
in the application process towards the declaration first of the element 
Repentismo, a modality of "Punto," as Heritage of the Cuban Nation and 
also "Punto" as Heritage of Humanity. 

We hereby endorse the request of the bearer communities to 
acknowledge "Punto" as Intangible Heritage of Humanity. 

Witness of this endorsement, I hereby sign: 



'd9 Cenlro de lnvesligaclon y Desarrollo de la Musica Cubana Cl muc I Calle G. No. 505 entre 23 y 21' Vedado. Plaza, La Habana, Cuba. GP 10400. Te l.: (537) 830-4190, (537) 831 -0153 

AVAL AL ELEMENTO "PUNTO" 

El Centra de lnvestigaci6n y Desarrollo de la Musica Cubana desde su fundaci6n y en 

funci6n del cumplimiento de objeto social ha trabajado en estrecho vinculo con Ios 

procesos socioculturales de las diversas comunidades de nuestra naci6n y con las 

expresiones de la cultura popular tradicionat contribuyendo a estudiar, salvaguardar y 

promover Ios valores musicales e identitarios de la sociedad cubana. 

El Punto es una de las mas representativas manifestaciones de la cultura musical de 

Cuba, por lo cual desde la creaci6n de nuestra instituci6n, investigar y salvaguardar Ios 

espacios que este elemento genera ha constituido parte importante de nuestro trabajo. 

Por todo lo antes expuesto nuestros especialistas e investigadores han acompaf\ado a 

las comunidades portadoras en el proceso de solicitud de declaratoria del elemento, en 

un primer momento del Repentismo, modalidad de expresi6n del Punto, como 

Patrimonio de la Naci6n Cubana y en la actua lidad al Punto coma Patrimonio de la 

Humanidad. 

Por cuanto, afirmamos que el PUNTO es una de las expresiones imprescindibles dentro 

del panorama de la musica y la cultura cubana formando parte de nuestros modos de 

vida y de nuestra historia coma naci6n. 

Avalamos la solicitud de las comunidades portadores a que se reconozca el Punto coma 

Patrimonio de la Humanidad. 

Y para que asf conste firmo la presente a Ios 10 dfas del mes de agosto de 2016 



ENDORSEMENT TO THE ELEMENT "PUNTO" 

Since its creation, and in fulfillment of its social mission, the Centre for 

the Research and Development of Cuban Music (CIDMUC), has worked 

in close collaboration with all communities of our nation in the 

performance of socio-cultural processes and the expressions of popular 

traditional culture. lt has thus contributed to the safeguarding and 

promotion of both musical and identity values of Cuban society. 

As "Punto" is one of the most representative manifestations of Cuban 

music culture, doing research and safeguarding the spaces generated 

by this element has been a significant part of the work of the institution 

since its foundation. 

Therefore, our specialists and researchers have accompanied bearer 

communities in the application process towards the declaration first of 

the element Repentismo, a modality of "Punto," as Heritage of the 

Cuban Nation and also "Punto" as Heritage of Humanity. 

Therefore, we endorse the request and hereby state that "PUNTO" is 

one of the indispensable expressions within the panorama of Cuban 

music and is part of our ways of life and of our history as a nation. 

We hereby endorse the request of the bearer communities to 
acknowledge "Punto" as Intangible Heritage of Humanity. 

Witness of this endorsement, I sign this on the 1 o'h of August 2016. 



CASAS·B·CULTURA 

AVAL DEL CONSEJO NACIONAL DE CASAS DE CULTURA Al ELEMENTO "PUNTO" 

El Consejo Nacional de Casas de Cultura por mas de treinta anos ha trabajado en estrecho 

vinculo con Ios procesos comunitarios y apegado a las expresiones de la cultura popular 

tradicional, contribuyendo a fortalecer Ios valores identitarios y humanistas de la sociedad 

cubana. 

El Punto es una de las mas representativas manifestaciones de la cultura de Cuba, por lo cual 

desde la creaci6n del sistema institucional de Casas de Cultura, acompanar y promover Ios 

espacios que genera ha constituido una parte esencial de su trabajo. 

Por todo lo antes expuesto nuestros especialistas e instructores de arte han acompanado a las 

comunidades portadores en el proceso de solicitud de declaratoria del elemento, en un 

primer momento del Repentismo, modalidad de expresi6n del Punto, como Patrimonio de la 

Naci6n Cubana yen la actualidad al Punto como Patrimonio de la Humanidad . 

Por cuanto, afirmamos que el PUNTO es una de las expresiones imprescindibles dentro del 

panorama de la musica cubana formando parte de nuestros modos de vida y de nuestra 

historia como naci6n. 

Avalamos la solicitud de las comunidades portadores a que se reconozca el Punto como 

Patrimonio de la Humanidad. 

Y para que asl conste firmamos la presente: 
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CASAS-EI-CU L TU RA 
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ENDORSEMENT OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF HOUSES OF 
CULTURE TO THE ELEMENT "PUNTO" 

The National Council of Houses of Culture has worked for more than thirty years in 

close collaboration with community processes and provided support and follow-up to 

the expressions of popular traditional culture, thus contributing to the strengthening of 

humanistic and identity values of Cuban society. 

"Punto" is one of the most representative manifestations in Cuban culture, and 

therefore, the system of Houses of Culture has promoted the spaces in which the 

element is performed since its foundation and as an essential part of its work. 

Therefore, because everything stated above, our specialists and instructors have 

accompanied bearer communities in the application process towards the declaration 

first of the element Repentismo. a modality of "Punto," as Heritage of the Cuban Nation 

and also "Punto" as Heritage of Humanity. 

Therefore, we hereby estate that "PUNTO" is one of the indispensable expressions 

within the panorama of Cuban music and is part of our ways of life and of our history as 

a nation. 

We hereby endorse the request of the bearer communities to acknowledge "Punto" as 

Intangible Heritage of Humanity. 

Witness of this endorsement, I sign this: 
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Declaratoria del repentismo.

Resolución 9/2012

 

POR CUANTO: La Ley No. 1, Ley de Protección al Patrimonio Cultural, de fecha 4 de agosto 
de 1977, mediante su Reglamento, contenido en el Decreto No. 118 de fecha 23 de 
septiembre de 1983, en sus artículos 1 y 2 respectivamente, define los bienes que forman 
parte del patrimonio cultural de la nación y establece que, corresponde al Ministerio de 
Cultura, precisar y declarar, a través de la Dirección de Patrimonio Cultural, actual  Consejo 
Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural, los bienes que deben formar parte del patrimonio cultural de 
la nación.

 

POR CUANTO: La improvisación en décimas de forma cantada con acompañamiento 
musical, denominada repentismo y también punto cubano, es una de las manifestaciones 
más genuinas de la cultura nacional. De procedencia y supervivencia rural, hoy se practica en 
campos y ciudades, transmitiendo conocimientos diversos y una riqueza melódica expresada 
en un número indeterminado de tonadas que se diferencian por los matices del 
acompañamiento musical y del canto. La controversia, el diálogo poético y el pie forzado, han 
sido y son las formas más difundidas de la improvisación en el repentismo. Poetas y músicos, 
portadores de la identidad nacional, han cultivado con orgullo el género, destacándose 
figuras como Jesús Orta Ruiz (el Indio Naborí), Angelito Valiente, Raúl Lima, José Manuel 
Rodríguez, Adolfo Alfonso, Justo Vega, entre muchos otros.

 

POR CUANTO: Por Resolución 126/04 del Ministerio de Cultura se crea la Comisión para la 
Salvaguardia del Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial con el objetivo de garantizar el conocimiento 
y preservación del patrimonio cultural inmaterial de la nación cubana como parte esencial de 
la identidad cultural y del patrimonio cultural de la nación.

 

POR CUANTO: Teniendo en cuenta el criterio de la Comisión para la Salvaguardia del 

http://www.cnpc.cult.cu
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Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial, en aras de la preservación de una de las expresiones más 
legítimas de la identidad nacional como el repentismo, a tenor de las disposiciones legales 
aplicables, es necesario realizar la declaración que se indica en la parte dispositiva de la 
presente resolución.

 

POR CUANTO: Mediante Resolución No. 37 de 21 de septiembre de 2011 del Presidente del 
Consejo de Estado y de Ministro, fue designada la que suscribe como Presidenta del Consejo 
Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural del Ministerio de Cultura.

 

POR TANTO: En uso de las atribuciones que me están conferidas  

 

RESUELVO:  

 

PRIMERO: Declarar Patrimonio Cultural de la Nación Cubana al repentismo, digna expresión 
de la cultura cubana que trasciende en tiempo y espacio como elemento destacado del 
patrimonio cultural inmaterial de la nación.

 

SEGUNDO: La presente resolución comienza a surtir efectos a partir de su firma.

 

COMUNÍQUESE a los viceministros, a los directores de las direcciones provinciales de 
cultura y a cuantas personas naturales y jurídicas corresponda.  

DESE CUENTA al Ministro de Cultura.

 

Dada en La Habana, a los 18 días del mes de mayo del año dos mil doce, Año 54 de la 
Revolución.  

 

Gladys Collazo Usallán
Presidenta
Consejo Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural

Anterior [1]

Siguiente [2]
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Declaration of Repentism. 

Resolution 9/2012 

 
WHEREAS, Act No. 1, On the Protection of the Cultural Heritage, dated 4th of August 1977, 
through its Rules and Regulations, contained in Decree No. 118 dated 23rd September 1983, 
in its Articles 1 and 2 respectively, defines the goods that are part of the cultural heritage of 
the nation  and establishes that it is a responsibility of the Ministry of Culture to define and 
declare, through its department of Cultural Heritage, currently National Council for Cultural 
Heritage, the goods that shall be part of the cultural heritage of the nation. 

 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, Improvisation in décimas (ten-verse stanzas) sung with music and denominated 
repentism or “punto cubano,” is one of the most authentic and genuine manifestations in 
Cuban culture. Born in rural areas, where it survived against all odds, it is currently practised 
in both rural and urban areas, transmitting a diversity of knowledge as well as a wealth of 
melodies each with a unique way of accompaniment and singing. Controversy, poetic 
dialogue and forced rhyme, have been and continue to be the most disseminated ways of 
improvisation in repentism. Poets and musicians, bearers of national identity, have proudly 
cultivated the genre, among which some of the most outstanding are Jesús Orta Ruiz (el Indio 
Naborí), Angelito Valiente, Raúl Lima, José Manuel Rodríguez, Adolfo Alfonso, Justo Vega, 
and others. 

 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, By virtue of Resolution 126/04 of the Ministry of Culture, the Commission for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage was created aimed at ensuring 
knowledge on and preservation of the intangible cultural heritage of the Cuban nation as an 
essential part of the cultural identity and cultural heritage of the Cuban nation. 

 
 
  
 

WHEREAS, Bearing in mind the opinion of the Commission for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage with the objective of preserving one of the most autochthonous 
expressions of national identity such as repentism, by virtue of the legal applicable 
resolutions, it is necessary to implement the declaration indicated in this herein resolution. 
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WHEREAS, By virtue of resolution No. 37 dated 21st September 2011 passed by the 
President of the Council of State and the Council of Ministers, the undersigned was appointed 
as President of the National Council for Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of Culture. 

 
 
 
 

THEREFORE, in the capacities bestowed on to me 
 
 
 
 

I RESOLVE: 
 
 
 
 

FIRST: To declare Repentism as Cultural Heritage of the Cuban nation, as a worthy 
expression of Cuban culture which goes beyond time and space as an outstanding and 
remarkable element in the intangible cultural heritage of the nation. 

 
 
 
 

SECOND: This herein Resolution will be enforced immediately after its signing. 
 
 
 
 

INFORM vice-ministers, provincial directors of culture and all natural and juridical 
entities that should be informed. 

 
COMMUNICATE and inform the Minister of Culture. 

 
 
 
 

Signed in Havana on the 18th day of May 2012, Year 54th of the Revolution. 
 
 
 
 

Gladys Collazo Usallán 
President 
National Council for Cultural Heritage 
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