





REQUEST FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE NOMINATION FILE OF THE
TRADITIONAL SYSTEM OF WATER JUDGES FOR THE LIST OF UNESCO’S
WORLD INTANGIBLE HERITAGE

TO THE MADAM MINISTER OF CULTURE OF PERU

We, the undersigned, Water Judges, Campos and Cabecillas, former water judges, authorities
and people of the Province of Corongo, do hereby respectfully state:

First of all, we would like to express our sincere thanks to your office for having issued the
R.V.M.N® 356-2013 which declares the Traditional System of Corongo's Water Judges a
NATIONAL CULTURAL HERITAGE. This acknowledgment is of the utmost importance for
us since it reasserts our identity and commits us to the safeguarding of our ancestral traditions
and customs.

Secondly, we would like, Madam Minister, to request your office to initiate the formalities for
the submission of the Traditional System of Corongo’s Water Judges to the UNESCO so that it
may be included in the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

To that effect, we formally undertake to make our best efforts to preserve our traditional
customs, prevent their distortion and abide by their current regulations, since we are aware that
such acknowledgment has been granted because of the relentless work performed for a long
time by water judges, Campos and Cabecillas, authorities, people, peasants and all the
Corongo’s community, on the understanding that our patron St. Peter, The Lord of the Water,
welcomes all these efforts.

Furthermore, we undertake to cooperate with your office in as many activities as may be carried
out to materialize our desire, considering that in this 217 century — characterized with the
growing shortage of water resources caused by global warming and climatic change — we have
learnt in Corongo how to manage water resources with a democratic and participatory approach
by implementing a system led by water judges that encompasses all Corongo’s farming
calendar. We regard this model system as an important Andean contribution to the world
communmity.

Therefore;

We do hereby request your honourable Minister to respond to our petition so that justice may be
served,

Corongo, January 2014.

(signature) (signature) Municipality of the Province
32220447 of Corongo
Adolfo. P. Pinedo Moreno Jorge Casaverde Torralva Tchr. Manuel P. Mateo
Barrionuevo
Water Judge - Lower Moiety ~ Water Judge Upper Moiety MAYOR
2014 2014 DNI: 32226136

DNI 32220007



REQUEST FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE NOMINATION FILE OF THE
TRADITIONAL SYSTEM OF WATER JUDGES FOR THE LIST OF UNESCO’S
WORLD INTANGIBLE HERITAGE

[seals]

Romel David Caldas Cafiari
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAM III
UGEL CORONGO

RUBEN GARAY G.
WATER JUDGE 2013
DNI: 32220034

JORGE TREVEJO MENDEL
DNI 31629754
REGIONAL COUNCILOR

INSTITUTO VIAL PROVINCIAL CORONGO
Eng. Carlos César Garay Gonzélez

GENERAL MANAGER

DNI: 32221135

Segundo Dario Rios Asto
PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR OF CORONGO

[NATIONAL POLICE OF PERU]
XIIT DIRTEPOL — ANCASH
CORONGO

COMISARIA SECTORIAL PNP

[BANCO DE LA NACION]
Mirssa A

Torres Lara

CASHIER

AGENCIA 3 CORONGO

[signature]

CIP: 31654730

RODRIGUEZ ORTIZ Luis M.
SUB-OFICIAL 3™ - PNP

Asociacion Civil de Mantenimiento
PRESIDENT
BELLAVISTA

Laydi Kamet Arenas Ramos
DNI: 44720381
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5. La figura del Juez de Aguas, al ser dual, pues existe un Juez de Aguas de Parte
Arriba y otro de Parte Abajo, nos remonta a las ancestrales practicas de division y
subdivision andinas, tan propias de la cosmovisiéon ancashina.

6. La complejidad del SISTEMA DE LOS JUECES DE AGUA que se manifiesta en
cada uno de los detalles que caracterizan cada aclividad, reflejan el grado de
organizacion del pueblo coronguino, que se ufana de nunca elaborar un programa
de festejos ni un listin de actividades, pues toda la comunidad sabe qué va a
suceder, cuando va a suceder y como va a suceder, en una estricta repeticion del
ciclo mitico y festivo.

7. La autoridad de los Jueces de Agua dimana de la figura de San Pedro, el
pescador, patron jurado de Corongo, quien esta presente en el baston de mando
que empodera su autoridad y simboliza el mando asumido.

8. En un tiempo en que la preocupacion por la administracion del recurso hidrico, tan
escaso ano tras ano, es un problema de indole mundial, Corongo se alza como un
modelo perfecto de relaciones humanas y gestion de recursos, digno de ser
reconocido por la UNESCO e imitado a nivel internacional.

9. Corongo se ubica en la parte central de la zona de Conchucos, término que en el
idioma Culle, significa “territorio del agua”™. De modo que en Corongo se mantiene
el culto y veneracion al agua que en la actualidad se refleja en el SISTEMA DE
LOS JUECES DE AGUA.

Por lodas las consideraciones expuestas, nos aunamos a la peticion del pueblo
coronguino y solicitamos a su digno despacho considere |a elaboracién del SISTEMA DE
LOS JUECES DE AGUA DE CORONGOQ para su inclusion en la lista de Patrimonio
Mundial Inmaterial de la UNESCO.

Atentamente,

DE CULTURA

nirada de Cutlura - Ancash

MINISTERI
D

B0




PERU Ministry of Culture Decentralised Culture Directorate of
Ancash

“YEAR OF PROMOTING RESPONSIBLE INDUSTRY AND CLIMATE COMMITMENT"

REPORT N° 005-2014-DDC-ANC-D

TO: LUIS FELIPE CASTILLO BUTERS
Vice-Minister of Cultural Heritage and Cultural Industries

FROM: JOSE ANTONIO SALAZAR MEJIA
Director of the Decentralised Culture Directorate of Ancash

SUBJECT: Request for the preparation of the nomination file of the TRADITIONAL
SYSTEM OF CORONGO’S WATER JUDGES to be included in the list of the
UNESCO's World Heritage.

DATE: Huaraz, 13 February 2014

1 am writing to you to submit the attached request of both the authorities and people of Corongo,
in which they request the Ministry of Culture to undertake the preparation of the Nomination
File of the TRADITIONAL SYSTEM OF CORONGO'S WATER JUDGES, as it has been
declared a national cultural heritage by the Ministry of Culture through R.V.M. N° 356-2013,
with the aim of being included in the List of the UNESCQ's World Heritage.

In this regard, in the opinion of the Decentralised Culture Directorate of Ancash, the
TRADITIONAL SYSTEM OF CORONGO’s WATER JUDGES is an ancestral custom which
deserves 1o be introduced to the UNESCO, on account of the following reasons:

1. THE TRADITIONAL SYSTEM OF WATER JUDGES has endured throughout the
centuries as an example of water stewardship, in which the whole community is
involved.

2. This is a self~-managed system,; that is, it supports itself as the community is in charge of
all the activities developed around the Water Judges and Corongo’s agricultural cycle.

3. The water judge has earned his authority by organizing the feasts during the first
semester of the year; The Three Wise Men, Cleaning of Water and Reservoir Canals,
Carnivals, the Holy Week and the Feast of St. Peter, the patron saint. Thanks to this
authority, nobody questions his decisions and every one abides by his resolutions in the
second semester when rains are scarce.

4. Because he is not elected or imposed, but he voluntarily assumes this position, the
Water Judge is at the head of a rather democratic system, which one-year term fits the
vital cycle in the agricultural calendar.

5. The duality of the Water Judge is due to the existence of one water judge for the upper
moiety and another one for the lower moiety. This dual characteristic takes us back to
ancestral practices of Andean division and sub-division, typical of the Ancash’s
worldview.

1 [Ministry of Culture]
Slﬁi]su-y of Ciliiire Vice-Ministry of Cultural Heritage
General Cultural Heritage Directorate gnf%feultural Tdushies
19 February 2014
RECEIVED 18 Feb 2014
Time: (11:00) S : BEEIED
e (11:00) IEngIure: Time: 12:09 Signature:



6. The complexity of the TRADITIONAL SYSTEM OF WATER JUDGES which is
evident in every detail found in any activity is observed in the organization’s degree of
the Corongo's population which boast the fact that there is never a schedule of
festivities nor a list of activities since all the community is aware of what, when and
how is going to happen a certain event following a stringent repetition of the myth and
feast cycle.

7. The authority of the Water Judges is born from the image of Si. Peter, the fisherman,
the sworn patron of Corongo, whose presence is represented in the wooden rod that
bestows authority and symbolizes the position assumed.

8. In a time when water stewardship is a worldwide concern, because of its increasing
scarcity, Corongo serves as a seamless model of human relationship and resource
management, which should be recognized by the UNESCO and replicated across the

lobe.

9. %Zorongo is located in the centre of Conchuces, a place which means ‘water land.” That is a

reason why the worship and veneration of water in Corongo still lives on and currently manifest
in the TRADITIONAL SYSTEM OF WATER JUDGES.

For all these reasons, we join in the request of the Coronguinos and request your Ministry to undertake
the Preparation of the Nomination File of the Traditional System of Water Judges for the Representative
List of Unesco’s World Intangible Heritage.

Sincerely.

MINISTRY OF CULTURE

Decentralised Culture Directorate — Ancash
[signature]

Mg. José Antonio Salazar Mejia
DIRECTOR
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Minute of the Final Meeting for the Preparation of the Nomination File of the
Traditional System of Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of the UNESCO

The third meeting for the Preparation of the Nomination File of the Traditional System of
Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity of the UNESCO was held on 3 February 2015 in the conference hall of the Municipality
of the Province of Corongo. In this meeting, the representative of the Intangible Heritage
Directorate of the Ministry of Culture in coordination with the Committee for the Preparation of the
Nomination File of the Traditional System of Water Judges and the Director of the Decentralised
Culture Directorate of Ancash submitted the final version of form ICH-02 prepared in previous
meetings with the population of Corongo and particularly with the water judges. Also, the 10-
minute documentary footage was publicly displayed, which will be included in the nomination file.

The water judges and Corongo’s population attest that the information contained in the nomination
file is in line with the ancestral culmral expression called the Traditional System of Corongo’s
Water Judges and give their prior voluntary and informed consent so that the nomination file is sent
to the Secretanat of the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

With the aim of keeping alive this tradition, we have found it necessary to create a Safeguarding
Committee of Corongo’s Water Judges. Furthermore, the attendees commit themselves to
implementing safeguarding actions as described in the nomination file and assisting the people and
institutions who will adopt such measures.

San Pedro de Corongo, 3 February 2015

(signature)
Eulogio Velasquez Roman
Campo Mayor — Upper Moiety 2015

(signature)
Enrique Moreno Pinedo
Water Judge — Lower Moiety 2015

(signature) [seal]
José Antonio Salazar Mejia
Ministry of Culture
Intangible Heritage Directorate
(signature) 6 February 2015
Miguel Hemandez Macedo RECEIVED
Intangible Heritage Directorate Time: ()

Signature: (Miguel Hemmandez)



Minute of the Final Meeting for the Preparation of the Nomination File of the
Traditional System of Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of the UNESCO

~Eulogio Velasquez Romin

Fausto Reves

Maria Castilla

Ruth de Reyes Sommio

'Adolfo Pinedo

Maria Marina Lopez

Cesar Ingu

Juan Olivera

Arcenio Orendo

Olivia Torrealba Zavaleta

Carmen Carrillo Rojas

Fermando Cortez

Josefa Garav A.

Pedro Mori

Humberto Valencia

Enrigue Moreno

Juan Malpica

Nola Velasquez Cuevas

Jorge Casaverde Torralva

(illegible) Mendoza Soto

Pablo Olivera Rojas

Victor De la Cruz




Manolo Valencia Padilla

Juan Armijo Mendoza

~Consuelo de Inga

Maria Arendo

[seal]

Ministry of Culture

Intangible Heritage Directorate
6 February 2015

RECEIVED

Time: ()

Signature: (Miguel Hernandez)


















































































































































































































































































































Consent to the Preparation and Introduction of the Nomination File of The Traditional System
of Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Culture Heritage of
Humanity of the UNESCO

I, Obdulio Rémulo Rivera Salinas , identified by National Identity Card N° 08318824, having
been informed of the interest of Corongo’s population in nominating the Traditional System of
Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Culture Heritage of
ITumanity of the UNESCO and having assumed the position of Cabecilla in 2013, hereby give
my consent and support so that the Commission for the Preparation of the Nomination File in
coordination with the Ministry of Culture submits the nomination file to the Secretariat of the
Convention for the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Place and date: Corongo, 04 December 2014

(signature)

[seal]

Ministry of Culture

Intangible Heritage Directorate
6 February 2015

RECEIVED

Time: ()

Signature: (Miguel Hernandez)












Consent to the Preparation and Introduction of the Nomination File of The Traditional System
of Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Culture Heritage of
Humanity of the UNESCO

[, Nicanor Fajardo Armijo, identified by National Identity Card N° 32220550, having been
informed of the interest of Corongo’s population in nominating the Traditional System of
Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Culture Heritage of
Humanity of the UNESCO and having assumed the position of Cabecilla in 1986, hereby give
my consent and support so that the Commission for the Preparation of the Nomination File in
coordination with the Ministry of Culture submits the nomination file to the Secretariat of the
Convention for the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Place and date: Corongo, 11 December 2014

(signature)

[seal]

Ministry of Culture

Intangible Heritage Directorate
6 February 2015

RECEIVED

Time: ()

Signature: (Miguel Hernandez)






Consent to the Preparation and Introduction of the Nomination File of The Traditional System
of Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Culture Heritage of
Humanity of the UNESCO

I, Julio Zenén Vergaray Martinez, identified by National Identity Card N° 09347619, having
been informed of the interest of Corongo’s population in nominating the Traditional System of
Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Culture Heritage of
Humanity of the UNESCO and having assumed the position of Cabecilla in 2013, hereby give
my consent and support so that the Commission for the Preparation of the Nomination File in
coordination with the Ministry of Culture submits the nomination file to the Secretariat of the
Convention for the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Place and date: Corongo, 11 December 2014

(signature)

[seal]

Ministry of Culture

Intangible Heritage Directorate
6 February 2015

RECEIVED

Time: ()

Signature: (Miguel Hernandez)






Consent to the Preparation and Introduction of the Nomination File of The Traditional System
of Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Culture Heritage of
Humanity of the UNESCO

I, Epifanio Olivas Rojas, identified by National Identity Card N° 32220535, having been
informed of the interest of Corongo’s population in nominating the Traditional System of
Corongo’s Water Judges for the Representative List of the Intangible Culture Heritage of
Humanity of the UNESCO and having assumed the position of Water Judge in 1994, 2013 and
2014 hereby give my consent and support so that the Commission for the Preparation of the
Nomination File in coordination with the Ministry of Culture submits the nomination file to the
Secretariat of the Convention for the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Place and date: Corongo, 16 November 2014

(signature)

[seal]

Ministry of Culture

Intangible Heritage Directorate
6 February 2015

RECEIVED

Time: ()

Signature: (Miguel Hernandez)
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