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15 March 2015 

The Cultural Club of Tetralofos was established in 1983 and has been 

active ever since. One of its main aims has been the revival and continuation 

of the ancient custom of "Kotsiamania" (Momoers), as it was delivered by 

our ancestors. The custom was f irstly revived in 1923, exactly one year after 

the population exchange between Greece and Turkey. During Christmas, 

when the custom of Kotsia mania takes place in Tetralofos, various feelings 

and emotions are spread all over the village. With the tabors and bagpipes 

first sound, pride and emotion overtake the attendees'. Recordings from 

second generation villagers, have shown love and nostalgia for the custom. A 

custom that had always been a great part of our ancestors' lives and wi ll, for 

sure, continue having a great role in the newest generations, since their 

asseccion in it comes with a deep experienced way. We agree with the 

custom's registration in UNESCO's International Catalog of Cultural 

Inheritance. 

The President of the Administrative;.Coun il 
~ ... 
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To e9t.J!O -rrov Mro116eprov. Aywc; A1]JltJ'tptoc; KosciV!). 

An6 "ta itElll Kat eElt~a "t(OY TIOYU(t)Y Kat an6 'tOY A.a'iKO 'tOU<; 1t0At'tt<J~6, totahspo 

EElYoypaq>tKO Kat opa~a'tOAO)'tKO cv8taq>epoY napOU<Jt<l~Et 'tO A.a'iKO napa8ootaK6 

Elea"tpo, ot «Mro~6yspot>>. To €Elt~o npay~a'tonotoutaY 'tt<; 11~eps<; 'tOU 6.ro8sKa1l~epou 

~E'ta~u Xpto'touyevvrov Kat <Do)'troY ~6YOY EYt6<; "tOU x.ropteu nou 'tO opy6.Yrovs. L'tllV 

napaA.A.ayit 'tOU eEli~u nou avanaptcr't6. o <JUA.A.oy6<; ~a<; ~stsix.s eva<; 8coosKa~eAft<; 

6~tA.o<; x.opsutrov, toY onoio <JUY68suav np6crrona, 6nro<; o ytpo<; Kat 1J ypo.ia, o 

ao-rvv6fiOV, o yza~p6v, o ~z 0 /]oJ..ov KW oz 8uo vi)(pe<;. 0 8iacro<; au't6<; nspt68sue cr"to 

x.copt6, smcrKen't6~svo<; K6.Els eva an6 ta crnhta ~s 'ta ~BAll 'tOU va x.opsuouY Kat va 

unooUOV'tat 'tOU<; napan6.Yro p6A.ou<;. 

To £8t~O 't(t)V Mco~6ysproY <JUVOEE'tat ~e 'tO apx.aio op6.~a Kat OL pi~e<; 'tOU 

av6.yov'tat <J'tll A.a'tpsia 'tOU 8sou 6.wwoou. Bacrt1<ft toea Kat <JU~PoA.o "tOU e8tJ.LOU 

sivat 0 86.va"tO<; Kat 11 av6.<J'ta<Jll, 11 aYa)'EWTl<Jll 'tTl<; q>U<Jll<;. ft aU'tO 'tOY AO)'O Ka\. 01. 

nept<J<JO'tepe<; <JX,e'tLKE<; 'teAE'tOUpyie<; 't01t08e'tOUY'tat y'\)pro <J'tO X,etJ.lepLV6 11AtO<J't6.<Jto, 

'tOY ~sKe~Ppto Kat 'tOY laYou6.pto. 

Ilupitva<; 'tO'U Eh6.crou, <J'tllY 1t<:pl0xfl 'tTl<; Ma't<JOUKa<; 'tOU TI6V'tOU, 1i't<XV eva 

cropap6 Kat net8apx.Tl~evo <JUvoA.o oroosKa sucr'taElrov c:poucr'tavsA.oc:p6pcov J.L,f; 

nsptKsq>aA.ai.e<;, neptPoA.it nou 'tOU<; npocreotoe ~ta eAAllYOnpenft O\lfll· EmnA.eov, 11 

6~c:p<ivt<J11 'tCOV McoJ.t6yspcov npooiost ~tta o1.ap1<ft s8vt1<ft avti<J't<X<Jll, J.Lta npocroolcia yta 

s8vcyspcria. Kat sA.eu8spia 'tOU yevouc;. Euv611<t0 A.om6v ft't<Xv vo. J.lllV ~mopsi vo. 

no.poucrt<X<J'tei cro.v €8tJ.LO o.n6 ~6vo 'tOU, crtov ToupKOKpo.tOUJ.leVO TI6vro. fto. to A.6yo 

o.ut6 Ot 116V'tl0t no.pou<Jio.so.v 't'O €8tJ.LO TCOV MCOJ.LO'YePCOV eVOeOUJ.l€\10 Jle evo. 

A.o.oypaq>tK6 J.L.O.Voua, 'tOY onoio anotsA.oucrav ta un6A.oma ~t€A.11 tou 9uicrou. H 

KCO J.LtKil 8t<i8e<Jll tou yepou Kat Til<; ypui<; nou 8tacncs8o~ouv J.LS ta K<XJ.LWJ.Lato touc; 

Ko.9ci>c; KO.l o ~o.poA.tOPll<; 8t<iPoA.oc; 7tpocroioouv <no t9tJ.LO <JO.'t'UptK6 x.apo.IC't'i)pa, 0 



s-ro1~agou:v 'ta KspaoJ,W.ta -ro:Uq[ 

va 'ltepaaouv an6 to mtitt ~01>!;. H a.Witop.oVQ<rla 't®$ 

KC9mg \Q'KOUV cmO p.a~pu). tQU~ TIX.a\)g raJ'~~ %-Qpa<; 'KO.\ 'tOU OIY"f:Sf.oD m»l 

XOPIS tO'O<;. Ms J,LS'Ya.A:utsprt Ml.x,t6.po. 6p.co~ ava.ptvouv n<; rt~epsg a.'\>~EG; 

~11. laJ.Q~ 0\ McoJ.LOyspo.t:, Oi 0100i0l sivat 01. 'tSAsct'tEg 'tOU seip.ou. Ms 'tO x,op6 'tO'U§ 

cno x,copt6 sop-ta.antcft atJ.L6a<patpa. tcm <ptpouv 't11V x,app.6auvn si8.1}Q1l 

~~6PXOJJOU tou Ntou'Eto;oc;. 

rw.-ro A.l:. 

0 
Tip6s8po~ 



The custom ofMhmoeron. 1\:gios Dimitrios ,Kozani. 
and customs of Pontiaes and their popular cUlture, patti~}': 

dtamatist interesting is the traditional folk theater, the "MomogerJl'" 
was taking place on days of Twelve between Christmas and Epiphany 

o.JilY within the village who was organizing. In the variant of custom depicting Otii 
association attended a twelve-member group of dancers, who accompanied persons, 
as the old man and the Graia, the police, the doctor, the devil and the two brides. The 
troupe that toured the village, visiting each one of the houses with members of the 
dancing and pretend the above roles. 
The custom of Momogeria connected with the ancient drama and its roots back to the 
cUlt of Dionysus. Basic idea and symbol of the custom is death and resurrection, 
rebirth of nature. For this reason and more related rituals are placed around the winter 
solstice in December and January. 
The core of the troupe, in the Matsoukas Pontus, was a serious and disciplined set of 
midnight stable foustaneloforon with helmets, dress them gave a ellinoprepi view. 
Moreover, the appearance ofMomogeria betrays a lasting national resistance, an 
aspiration for national revolution and freedom of the genus. Understandably therefore 
was not to be presented as custom alone, the Turkish-Sea. For this reason, the stitches 
on the custom of Momogeria dressed with a mantle folklore, which were the other 
members of the troupe. The comical old man and the old woman having fun with their 
antics and the mischievous devil give the custom satirical character, who more 
strongly revealed in the dialogues of the police and the doctor. 
the ancient roots of custom stand beyond the ordinary clothes foustaneloforon and 
iiie. manner and style of the dance. The rhythm of the music played by the vessel or 

i.s fast, staccato, martial. The arrangement of the twelve teams are 
sometimes dense or sparse, single, double or triple as having third leader. The 

""'""""' , o:fthe music is uneVe(.l, so.tnetimes £a$t 
liiti: o.ombat attack, 

QiiL ill ~ttlmg-t'G the pXecepts ofthe 





ANABIOl:H TOY.nANAPXAIOY L'!POMENOY TON MOMOfEPON . 

npwrr] Karaypa<f>~ avaPlwor]c; wu 6pw~£vou orov EAAflVLK6 xwpo an6 roue; n6vnouc; np6o¢uyc:c; TrJ<; 

KOLVOTr]Ta<; AA.wvaKLWV TO 1924. l:uvaL08r]~QTLK~ Kat tVUXLKrl avayKr] WOTE j.!E Tr]V avaPlwor) TOU va 

avayc:vvr]8E i Kat va Kapnton t1 Kmvoupyw (w ~ rwv n:poo<f>uywv. 'Eva 1J.UoraywytK6 £6LIJ.O n:ou ano w 
~a8 r} rwv mwvwv ouvc:xt(c:L va 6ivEL c:i\nt6a orouc; av6pwnouc;, IJ.E rov c:uc:tr]pLaK6 rou xapaKr(jpa, yw 

ro KaA.urc: po ~E KLVr}IJ.a rou a£vaou KuKi\ou Ttl<; Zwric; ( yEvvr}ofl - br]IJ.Loupyla -napaywyr]- 8avaroc; ) 

napaMr}i\toj.!Evou llE rov KuKi\o rr]c; ¢uor] c; . M ta wxupn Aai:Kri yLop"Cr), w 6pwJ.lEVo aur6, EXEL ¢raoEL 

IJ.EXPL nc; j.!Epc:c; 11ac; an6 yc:vta oc: yEvta Kat np£mL va 6ta¢ui\axrc:t fl LbLm"Cc:p6rr}ra wu j.lEOa an6 

Karaypa<f>(j KaL TEK!.HlPLWOfl WOTE va J.lflV aAAOLW8El KaL y[VEl EJ.l110pLKr) TOU EKJ.lEtOAAEUOr] . 

f L' aur6 lO AOVO OUJ.l<j>WVW KaL ZflTW va Eyypa<j}EL "CC bpWjJ.EVO OTO bLE8V~ EUpETr)pLO Tr}c; OUAr}<; 

noA.monKr)<; Ki\f1pOV OJ.lLOc; rr]c; UNESCO. 

A/\ONAKIA KOZAN Hl: r/}(~015 

?)Jot";,(/ 
1\AZAPIL'!Hl: 0EOL'!OPOl: 

An OfONOL nONTIOY nPOHDYfA 3Hr fEN lAl: 

nPOEL'!POl M.l:. "nONTOL" A/\ONAKION 

The revival of the ancien t old festiva l of "Momogeroi" . 

The first written record of the revival of the festiva l in the Greek premises from the refugees of 

Pontus of the com munity of Alonakia was in 1924. 

It expresses a deep emotional and psychological urge that through the revival of the festival the 

new life of the refugees will be reborn and will thrive . The fes tival, a highly symbol ic and deeply 

mystagogistic custom wi th an uplifting nature, continues through the centuries to inspire and 

give hope to people for the best beginning of the perennial cycle of life (birth- creation

reproduction-death} as t his is juxtaposed to the circle of natu re. 

A powerful public celebration, this festival, has reached our days passing from generation to 

generation and it is imperative tha t is unique character be officially recorded and documented 

so that it is safeguarded and it doesn ' t become degenerated and commercially exploited. 

Th erefore, I consent and ask that t he festival be record ed in the International List of Intangible 

Cu ltural Heritage of UNESCO. 

Alonakia Kozani 12/03/2015 
;I I (11_ 

/1-rdcyr t:t/-
LAZARIDIS THEODOROS 

Presidend M.S. PONTOS ALONAKIA 

Pontius refugee 3'<J generation. 



MOPillnTIKOI IYMOrOI IKHTHI AP.nPnT.:134 

<< EY:EINOI» 

t:..t:. IKHTHI- t:.HMOY KOZANHI 

THA.Il>A:. 24610 91742 

T.K. 50100 KOZANH 

IKHTH 18/03/2015 

llHAniH 

To b..l... TOU r-1 op<pulTIKOU noAITIOTIKOU l..uMoyou LK~TI")<; CJUf.J<pWVEi VO Eyypo<pOUV 01 
MnMOrEPOI OTO b.1t8v~ Kcrolloyo «AY/\Hl » noliiTICJTI K~<; KAI")pOVOf.JIO<; H)<; UNESCO. 

r io Ef.JO<; MWJJOYEPOI £iVai TO 13aOIKO CilJf.JEio TaUTOTIJTO<; TOU xwpiou tJa<; nou Eq>tpov 01 
np6yovoi f.Ja<; ana TI")V nmpioa. 'Eva E91f.JO nou Tl")ptiTOI t&i.l KOI XpOVIO f.J€ oti300f.JO, f.J C:pOKI 
KOI ~wVTovta an6 vta OTOf.JO nou Kparovc: TtC; pi~t<; roue; yc:po ora xtpta. 

M 
/ 

AJ\E::ANAPIAHI IABBAI 



EDUCATIONAL ASSOXIATION SKITIS REF:134 

«EFXEINOS» 

MD SKITIS -MUNICIPALITY OF KOZANI 

TEL.FAX.2461091742 

ZIP COD 50100 KOZANI 

SKITI 03/18/2015 

DECLARATION 

The CULTURAL ASSOCIATION CLUB SKffiS agrees to register MOMOGERIA in the International 

Directory "AVUS" Heritage of UNESCO. 

For us t•10MOGEROI is the key point of Identity of om v;llage that brought our a11cestors from horne. 

A custom mainta;ned for years with re•,pect, pas~,;on and vitality of young people who keep their roots 

fi rmly in the han.jS. 

;:: 
BY ~RICE 

!\lexancfridis Savvas 
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ω 6qJω Θυμ{ιμm ~~ 

.....w:ι.~ υποαπ)pιζι 10 δρώμενο. ιμη 

ωμ6εp01. Ιώθω μεγfιλi1 

ανωΥή μpυ σι rρομαι που ε/μ · ι ιο εγώ 

α να εγyρα ε1 το 

mν ΆιWJ Παλm(Π1Ιά} 

name ιs and Ι am fιoi'n omnιns Ηο my 

ι.a~llheii'S 'IIIIIAIA bom Ιό LNera of TrapezouιtlB a vi1lage wbere a/1 thθ 

cυstom όf Μ . ι remember the 

rsιartMΙ~s. call&d '7apantzoglis about Momoeήa. Ε n 

anιnι. he accomp8nied men dιessed as •Μο . ι feel veιy 

ΙDUι'IJetl f my · • ιmd Ι em ν&ΙΥ glad that Ι m an heritor of 

lnldiQJ Ι ceιtaln1y nt the our custom to the 



Or KOTW81 UTTOVEYPOIJIJEVOI KOTOIKOI TOU ~f]I.JOTIKOU b.raptpioparoc; Ao~wr6m:rpat;; 

TOU b.~pOU nrol\E!JO'r'Oa~ Kal 0 TTOAITIOTIKO<; aul\Aoyoc, Ao~WTOTTtTpac; tnr8upoupt va 

Eyypa<pti TO OpWpEVO TWV MOflOYEPWV (KOTOIO)JOVIO) OTOV ~IE8V~ KaraAoyo Tr)<; 

A.OAf}~ noAITIOTIK~~ KAilPOVOIJIO<; Tf]<; OuvtOKO. 

Koc; n ayKa!>.iOJl <; rtwpyroc; (np6topoc;; /1.6.. Ao(3tor6nnpac;) 

Eivar Kan noM ouvm6 aa.i. ouvoia8Jl!JO. Eipm Kar tyw tvac; an6 Tau~ noArouc;; 
t 

xopwrtc; TOU eraaou Kar IJC!Arara aav apxrwoc; Tt'IV otKonia rou 1960. rTo xwpr6 IJO<,; 

OVO~iWVE av~~Epa Tf]V npwTOXPOVIO KOI TO ¢wra. LUVEXi(OUIJE VO UTIOOH)pi(OUIJE H]V 

napaOOO'r) YIOTf XWpic; KOTOIOIJOMp 6nwc; TOV OTIOKOAOUIJE TOV XOPO vopf(OUIJE TTW<,; 

XproTOUYEWO, npwroxpovr6, ct>wra 0£V tpxovTOI 01 MWJJOYEPOI EVWVOUV 6Ao TO 

XWPIO TO TIOVTO ~EXVIOUVTOI TO OWOEKO~IJEpO OUTO. 

Avrwviou XapaAa~.moc;, n p6topoc; noArrrorrKou au'A'A6you Aa(3wT6nnpac; 

To xwpr6 poe; Eivm IJEIKT6 xwpr6. KaroJKEiTOI an6 EVTOTTIOU<,; YflYEVtic; KOI n p6a<puytc; 

TTOVTiouc;, .\iyouc; MrKpOOIOTE<; Kar 0 pOKIWT£<; 6nwc; KOI .\iy£<; OIKOyEvm:c; BMXWV. To 

t9IIJO rwv Mo!Joytpwv tivar n Mov rrapaooaf} 6A.wv flO<;. To t 811JO aur6 nou t<ptpav or 

TTOVTIOI rrp6mpuyt<,; OTTO TOV MaTOOUKO TOU novTOU ~TOV KCITI payiKO TTOU ayOTTrjOOV 

yp~yopa 01 VTOTIIOI KQTOIKOI TOU XWPIOU KOI UTT~P~E f1 ania VO yvwpr090UV KOI VO 

ayOTTfl90UV yp~yopa IJE TOUt;; TTOVTIOU<; rrp6a<puy£<; KOI VO OUI.JflETEXOUV OTO OpWflEVO 

~nn:pVWVTO<,; IJEPIKE <; <popE<; TOU<; TTOVTIOU<;. Eyw OEV EiiJOI TTOVTIO<; OIJW<; KOI 

OUI.JIJETEXW XOPEUOVTO<,; OTO OpWI.JEVO KaJ TO 8twpw OTTW<; KOI 61\or 01 KOTOIKOI TOU 

XvJprou oa<; rroi\marrK~ IJO<; KAf)pOVOI.l!O nMov. 

Avrwviou Xapat\a!.Jrroc; 

,/- A/':·><~ ~.// ·-· ~ 
j 



The undersigned residents of the Municipal District of Asvestopetra of the 

Municipality of Ptolemaida and the Cultural Association of Asvestopetra wish 

that the spectacle of Momoeri (f<otsiarnan) will be register to the International 

Catalogue of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Unesco. 

Mr. Pagalidis Georgios (President of Municipal District of Asvestopetra) 

"It is something very strong as a feeling. I am also one of the old dancers of 

the theatre group and indeed I was the leader during the decade of 1960. 

In my village the happening was reenact on the fi rst day of the New Year 

and on the feast of Epiphany. We continue to support the tradition because 

without the "kocharnanlar'', as we call the dance, we believe that Christmas, 

New Year and Epiphany are not coming. Momoeri unite the entire village and 

we forget everything else during these 12 Festive days." 

Mr. Antoniou Charalambos, President of the Cultural Association of 

Asvestopetra 

"Our village is a mixed village. It is inhabited by local indigenous and Greek 

refugees from Pontos, sorne refugees from Minor Asian and Thrace and a few 

families of Vlachs. The custom of Momoeri is now a tradition of all of us. This 

tradition that the Greek refugees from Matsouka of Pontos brought here, was 

something magical that the locals quickly loved and accepted. It was the main 

cause for the locals to love and embrace the Greek refugees from Pontos and 

to participate in the spectacle, sometimes overcoming the Greeks of Pontos 

themselves. I am not originating from Pontos but I also participate in the 

dance group during the spectacle and I consider it as my traditional heritage, 

as the rest of the villagers." 

//!~ -.<l.., 
- J)YP--::..2~· ~ .. 

Antoniou Charalambos 



'lONTIAf<O~ & MII<PMiAT if<O~ 

tY".AOrG~ f<APYOXD PI OY «0 flPOt<PYIM» 

T.~. KAPYOXOPIOY • ~HMO! EOPMIA! 
T.K. 502 00 • n.E. KOZANH! 

T&F: 2463051515 
Web: www.prosfygas.gr 
Email: info@prosfygas.gr 
Info: navreM~; !al313aT&11~; 
Mob: 6981885037 

AP.nPOTOKOAAOY:1008 

HMEPOMHNIA: 14-03-2015 

9EMA:'Evta~l1 tou ouUoyou otllV International List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

ME 1TlV napouaa EmcrroM oac; KOLvonmouJ.lm trw anooox~ EK J.t€pouc; tou ouM6you J.ta<; va 

E\llaxeou~E crrrw International List of Intangible Heritage yLa to opw~EVO 1WV Mw~6yEpwv. 

0 auAAoyo<; ~a<; arr01Ei\Ei 8E~atocj>ui\aKa 10U OpW~EVOU TWV Mw~6yEpwv arr6 U)V OEKaETia TOU 

1930 ~EXPL KaL O~~Epa, yEyov6<; rrou TEKilflPLWVETaL j..lE j..lEAETE<;, cj>w"Coypacj>iE<;, ~iVlEO, ~apTUpiE<;. 

napa~EVOUj..lE mT)V 6ui8EOI1 cra<; yLa orrOLaO~JtOTE 1tA11POcj>opia. 
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flONT IAI<O ~ & MII<PMIATII<Ot 
(YMOIO( I<APYOXDPIOY •<0 TlPO ~<l>YrA t » 

KARIOCHORI • MUNICIPALITY OF EORDAIA 
P .C. 502 00 • KOZANI 

T&F: {30) 2463051515 
Web: www.prosfygas.gr 
Email: info@ prosfygas.gr 

Info: Pantelis Savvaidis 
Mob: {30) 6981885037 

Protocol Number: 1008 
Date: 14-03-2015 

Subject: Integration to International List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

With this letter we accepted the integration of Pontian & Asia Minor Society of Kariochori THE 

REFUGEE to International List of Intangible Cultural Heritage for the Momoyeroi. 

Our association relives the folkloric dance Momoyeroi since 1930. We have videos, old photos, 

testimonials of old men, studies about Momoyeroi of Kariochori, etc. 

We remain to your disposal for any information. 

L
. ,, j 

(}A./._/ I 
................. !. 

SOFIA KATHAROPOYLOU 
General Secretariat 

For the Council 

c=: 
~~tt~~ 
President of the Council 



llHAOLH 

Ovo~a~o~at navteMc; Ia~paTO!l<;. rew~8JlKQ TO 1980. Ei~m npoeopoc; TOU tlLOlKJlTLKOU Iu~~ouA.iou TOU 

novtLOKOU KQL MLKpaotaTLKOU IuUoyou Kapuoxwpiou «0 n POHJ>YrA!». 

Ei.J,.Iat xopEUT~<; Twv Mw~6yepwv arr6 TO 1994. Ol Mw~oyepol anoTell.ouv crrolxeio Tile; rroll.matlK~<; 

muT6tr]Tac; tou Kapuoxwpiou arr6 Ta rrpwTa xpovla TrJ<; eyKaTaatacnJc; l:wv rrpoo<J>uywv (1918-1925) ~EXPL 

ot;~pa. np6KELTal yta AaTpeunKE<; TEAETE<; yta T'lV yovlJ.10TrJta TrJ<; Vll<; Kat to KaA6 tou XP6vou rrou 

e~eA.ixBrJKav ot;J.1Epa oe E:va ll.a'iK6 oawplK6 OPWJ.lEVO. 

STATEMENT 

My name is Pantelis Savvaidis . I have born in 1980. I am President of the Council of Pontian & Minor Asia 

Society of Kariochori THE REFUGEE. 

I am dancer and member of Momoyeroi since 1994. Momoyeroi are a part of cultura l identity of Kariochori 

since the early years of the settlement of refugees in Kariochori (1918-1925). Momoyeroi are rites for the 

fertility of the earth and the good time that evolved today into a popular satirical event. 

-~-.. ;;.;:--

('_ /;f. ~ ,~ 
. - :.:~~~~.7:: .... ::;~ .. ::' .... ::--') ·---- / 

Pantelis Savvaidis 



EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA 
llEPI({>EPEIA AYT. MAKEAONJAE 

i\HMOI; EOI'AAIAI; 

fPA<I>EIO AHMAPXOY 

T(tx. MvGtl : 25'1; Maptiou 15 
Tu.x. K(l)o. : 50200 nro?,qw:foa 

ID.tJpo<pople~ : 
TttAi:<pc•>\'0 :24633 50100 
Fax : 2463 50150 

E-mail : grdhmarxou@ptolemaida.gr 

A~t61t~tot ICUpwt, 

Uro).tfut'iOu 27/3/2015 

Ap. Ilp(t)T.: !2307 

IIPO~: 

T11 i\w(>Guvcrq n1c; 1\u/,11<; 

llo/ .. mcr'ttKt)~ Kt-11POVopt6.~ 

T11s UNESCO 

To opc'o~ICVO 't(I)V Mco~t6 'ep(t)V dvm eva ~CI.OIKO crtotxdo 'tllS no/ .. t'ti(J~liKllS TO.UtO'tlltCI.<; nv; 

nspwxiJ<; ~w.c;. KO.Oe i.'\coor.Kaiuu:po ot rrpm:tot~tacrit:<; dvat nupcTcl)octc; Kat ot JCcnotKot nov 

xmptcov (Acrpccr-r6m->tpw;, Kapuoxo)piou J((tl Ko~tVl)VCiw) 1C ou n:/,ouv tO opcow:vo ntcrn;6ouv 

Otll V WE'tl)pia TOU. 

Epsi<;, cos L\t)~wc; Eopoaiac;, rrapaKo) .. oueou~tB TO opci>pr.vo ~·f, cruyKlVlJml Kat crspo.cr~t6. 

0ecopoupc pcii;ovoc; crqpucriac; t6cro tl)V KCnaypwpl), ocro KCI.l Tll Otacp6) .. a~ll TOll Op(l)~li~VOU Ku.l 

npon08~tc0a va J3ol10l)crowts npoc; mnl1 -rqv Ka·rci>8uvmh cl>crte va napc.L~tdvct ava)J,oiono Kat 

yta ·w; err6~tr.vsc; yeve£c;. 

... 



EAAHNlKII AHMOKPATIA 
ITEPIII>EPEIA AYT. MAKEAONIA1,; 

AHMOI; EOPAAIAl: 

rPA<IlEIO AHMAPXOY 

Tuz. Mv<Jtl : 25'" Maptiou 15 
Tuz. KOlo. : 50200 Hro/,qw.toa 

ID.tJpOlj)oph::<; : 
Tlll.slj)(!n•o : 24633 50 I 00 
Fax 

E-mail 

Dear Sirs, 

: 2463 50150 

: grdhmarxou@ptolenwida.gr 

Ilrol.tJuiiou 27 I 3120 15 

Ap. IlpCOT.: 12307 

llPOI:.: 

The Office of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

of UNESCO 

The custom ofMomocria is a basic clement ofthc cultural identity of our area. Every 

"Dodekaemcro", meaning from Christmas until Epiphany day, the residents of the villages 

Asvestopetra, Karyochori and Komnina arc bdng prepared for the custom because they 

deeply believe in the tact that this would be for the good of the next year. 

As Municipality of Eordaia, we watch the custom with emotion and respect. We believe in 

the significance of it and in the fact that it should be recorded by every mean. \Ve intend to 

help for the record, in order to keep the custom alive for the next generations. 



EAAHNIKH ~HMOKPATIA 
NOMO!: KOZANHr 
~HMO~ KOZANH~ 

rPA<l>EIO ANTIAH:\tAPXOY 
OIKONOJ\HKQN YriHPE~IQ 

Tax.nfvoll 
Tax.Kw6 
Til.\f<pWVO 
FAX 
E-mail 

fl.\. NiKilS 1 
50100 
24613-50310 
24610-27065 

Kostivq 2~/~/ 2013 
t\ptOp. IIr(,n.: 

n pos_: tr6llnv(lq J\p.\qs 
IluA.rnmu .... ris K\qpuvof.Ittl<; 

1q<; Urwsw 

BEMA: <<EITI':\<1)11 Til~ E.\.\..\.\A~ !.TO _\ IEH:\E~ E\'I'ETII PIO Til~ 
AY.Un: 110.\ITI~TI KII~ K.\ IIPO:\<r\ 11 .\!: TH~ l':\ESCO :\lE TO E<->t:\1 
T!1l\ 'U!:\lOI'EPH:\1) 

-t.t:rn.:u ~tf. tt]\' r:·uprt1,11) rq~ I· i.iJi.(in~ 0w .... \u;t)v~;~ l·.11pnt)pto rq~ :-\n).q~ 

rhli.m<Htl(l)-; h.i.qf)0\'Uptft: rq..: L'nL':-.1..'(1. u .'u)po~ K~<r'm]~ Ou t']Or:i.l: V(1 jkj)utt'IOI:l iln 
;wpwco/.outki rn i.noypw,">tl\:{·, Wtpll r('l\ ' <\ I P-,~ll·l 'f tf1i'1\' n "m t'1n ;rr nith:wt \'U 

j){l lj(}tj<JCl CHI] l)l(fl;)tll.lt~ !'] 't'1 HI ( pt K\1 't'IJ fJ)W.H\. UJ):t.fill .. (t\ 'lliCUJ)I'L0!1.H'H:t~ 1\:.i .. :r.) 



HELLENIC R PUB I 
MU NICIPALITY OF KOZA:'\1 
~IK I' S SQU :\RE I 
KOZA~I 501 00 

\1:\ YOR' ~ OHIU· 
1\IFOR\1:\TIO. : [)imitr<~ K,u-.tYi<~rmi 
TEL: 2-!613-50~ II 
F.-\X: 2Jbl0-270b5 
E-\1:\IL: dhmosr1 h.cv,mh .gr 

\Jum. Pr.: 

To: Tht.~ office ot Intangible 
Cultural Heritagt.• nl Cnesco 

SUBJECT: "Registr,ltion of Greece to the index of the Intangi ble Cultural 
Heritage of Unesco with the custom of Momoeri" 

l \mccrning t\l th~: Rl'gistrdtion of Grecct' to the inde\. uf tlw lntangiblt.• 
Cultural ! krit,lgc> of L1wsru, tlw Municipalit~ ' ot Kuz,mil wuuld like to 
confirm you that attt•nds tlw folklore prOl'l't.•ding nf "I\lomoeri" and ha\'t' tlw 
intention to help tn ih pn'Sl.'rYatiun (b\· listings, archin·s , r~..·prl.:'sentatilmS 

e.t.c.) 



AN ABIOLH TOY nANAPXAIOY l'.POM ENOY TON MOMOrEPON. 

Arr6 Tr] OKOJlLCt TOU AUpCtpr] (K E~ET~ET~ti) OW O pw~EVO TuN Mw~oyEpWV mo8avo~m ~a8ta 

ouyKLVflOfl, Ka8wc; fl ~EAwota Km 10 1payou6L t wv 1\/l w~oyc:pwv ouvo6Euouv ~E n1 oELpa wu c; 

~La ~aKpoxpovfl rrapa6oorJ. 

Nmwew t6taL1Epr] xapc't 6wv ow CtKOUOIJ.a U] <; AUpac;, "(000 Ol t6tOl Ol xopEut£c;, 000 KaL 0 

KOO IJ.O<; rrou wuc; aKOAou8Et, ~ Lwvouv w 6pw 1J.Evo xopEuovmc; KaL tpayou6wvwc; yLa t r]v 

ayCtJlr], to 8avato KaL nc; xaiJ.EVE<; 11ac; rwtplOE<;. 

rt' auto w M yo ou11<t>wvw Kat ~fltw va Eyypa<t>d t o 6pwi-\EVo oto 6tE8v~ wpn~pLo tr]c; auAil<; 

JlOAltlOtlK~c; KAr]pOVOIJ.LCt<; tr]<; UNESCO. 

Kopoo(or] <; lwavvr)c; 

The revival of the ancient old festival of "Momogeroi". 

From the perspective of the lyre (kemetze) in the festival of M omogeria, I feel deeply moved as 

the melody and the lyrics go hand in hand and actually represent a long tradition. 

I feel great pl easure, when with the sound of the lyre, I witness the dancers t hemselves and t he 

people who follow them alike to experie nce the festival so lively as they dance and sing about 

love, death and the loss of ou r homeland. 

Therefore, I consent an d ask t hat the festival be recorded in the Internationa l List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. 

Korosidis John 



ANABI02H TOY nANAPXAIOY L'lPOMENOY TON MOf-1101EPON. 

ME TO ~E KLV'llla TOu XELilwva, om TEI-.'1 OKTw~plou £K£tva m xpovw, TO ~aOLKo 8£11a ou~~trlO'lc; 

KaL EvaoxoA'lO 'lc; TWV KaTOLKWV wu xwp LOu ~mv 11 n:ponot11aota Twv MWilOYEPWV. Ot n:ap££c; 

tWV avopwv n:pOHOLila~aV TO OX~Ila yta T'lV ava~LWOfl EVW Ol yuvaLKEc; aOXOAOUVWV llE Tf]V 

KaTaOKEU ~ KaL En:LOLop8 wofl TWV cpopEOLWV l<Ul TWV E~apnwchwv TOUc;. Apx£c; tlEKEil~Pfl KaL 

acpou Elxav opwnKon:otfl8d TO 8EmptK6 Km w xopEunKo T11~ 11a, ~EKtvouoav ot Ka8rwEptvf.c; 

n:po~E<; 11£ n:MP'l E~On:ALO!lO. To EVOlacpEpov, n:apa nc; 11Eyai\c:c; an:aLT~O£Lc; TWV pOAWV KaL T'lV 

auonlP~ n:ct8apxta Twv xopEuTwv, ~mv llEyai\o ytmtq OUilll£lOX~ Kan:oLOu oTo opwllEvo we; 

llEAO<; ~mv n:o;\u llEYCtA'l Tlll~· 

AuT~ ELVaL fl n:pWTflllOU avallVIlOlf an:o TO E8lll0 TWV MWI10Y€PWV TO 1956 0€ 111-.LKla 7 XPOVWV. 

napa w w:yai\o xpovtKo otaoTfllla nou w ouyKEKPtllf.vo opw11Evo omllCtTflO£ va ytvu m oTo 

XWPlO, AOyW Tr)<; llETaVCtOTEUOf)<; TWV VEWV LOU KaL Tf)<; OLKTaTOpLa<;, ElllaL n:oi\u XOPOUilEVO<; 

nou 11a~i llE n c; VEE<; yEvtf.c; n:ou aKoi\ou811oav, w mcpf.pall£ va TO otmnp~oOUilE oTo n£pao11a 

TOU xpovou, cpTCxVOVTac; O~llEPa va TO Ctva~LWVOUfl£ KCx8 £ XP OVO KaL va TO llETOOLOOUil€ 

avat..AolwTO OT'l vf.a yEv ta Twv novdwv. 

It" auTo TO i\Oyo ou 11¢wvw Km ~flnD va Eyypacpcl To opw11Evo oTO OLE8v~ Eupn~pto t'l<; auAfl<; 

n:o;\monK~c; KAf'lPOVOiltac; Tfl<; UNESCO. 

BaotAELCtO'l<; N LKOAaoc; 

Th e revival of the ancient old festival of "Momogeroi". 

Back in t hose years, in th e begging of winter late Octobe r, the main top ic among villagers was 

the preparati on for Momogeria. The groups of men were preparing the patte rn for the revival 

while th e women were engaged in creating and modifyi ng the costumes and their accessories. 

Early December and after the theater and dance group had been finalized, the daily dress 

rehearsals were beginni ng to take place. Interestingly enough despite the heavy demands of 

the role and the strict discipline required on behal f of the dancers, participation and excitement 

was great since taking part in such an event was considered a great honor . 

Th is is my firs t memory of the custom of Momogeria in 1956, at the age of 7. Despite the long 

time that the festival stopped happening, on account of the dictatorship and the migration of 

young people, I am very happy and proud that with the new generation that followed we 

managed to preserve it over time. Today we relive the festival every year and we hope to pass 

it on intact to the future generations of Pontius. 

Therefore, I consent and ask that the festival be record ed in the International List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. p q.,. 
l__ 

Vasiliadis Nikolaos 





An6 ta np<.ina xp6vta nou E:xuJ ava~1vr)OEl~ an6 rr)v (wri ~ou 8upapm 

n~ p£pE~ npLv Ta Xpwr ouyEvva va unapxu crro ontn IJta avurropovr)ota 

yLa TO note Oa ¢T<XOE.L rwc:pa n:ou 8a ava~LWOEl TO £8q.w tWV 

«KoTma~Javwv ». Apvorspa crra c:¢fl~ l l<a pou xp6vta 8u11apm tov 

cSwKari n68o nou 11£ KaTELX£ yw va ¢op£ow Tn,v ¢ouoTav£.\a KaL TrlV 

ITEPLKE¢a.\a(a Kal va yu ptow xopELJOVTa~ crra OOKQKLQ tOU XWPLOU. 

Ev~ALKa~ rr.\£ov 6.\o Tov xpovo HEPLlJEVW va ¢Taoouv aut£~ ot lJEPE<:; Kat 

11a(t pE tou~ ouyxwpwvou~, nat~ovni~ to ayydo, va rrpa~w TO xp£oc; 

pou otou~ npoy6vou~ ~tou Km va ava~Lwow TO £8L~10 auto oTo xwpL6 

11ou 6nw~ 1<a8c xp6vo . rw qtac; oTov TErpa.\o¢o ro £8Lpo auto anon:.\d 

oTOLXELo Tou t:aurou p ac;, K<in nou av oEv To KavoupE oEv Sa ~tac; nan 

KC:t.f..a 0 XPOVO<:; pac; . 

0 8taol~.rrr)c; Km opyavonaiKtfl<; 

~ 
BaoLAELoc; <Dw.\lvac; 



From the first time I have memories of my life, I remember, during the 

days before Christmas, my family being impatience for the revive of the 

custom of "Kotsiamania ". Later in my teenage years I remember me 

yearning to wear the foustanella and the helmet and go dancing in the 

streets of the village. As an adult now, I am waiting for these days to 

comt~ and along with other villagE-~rs to do my duty to my ancestors and 

to revive the custom, while playing the aggeio, as every year. For us in 

Tetralofo this custom is part of ourselves, it is something that if we do 

not do we will not have a good New Year. 

The devotee and organist 

o~,t~S'(om 

~ 
Vasileios Folinas 



(n@'\1, KOG)J.O KQ\ IJS 
,.,.,..., .cy.~_ .•. Dxav 1tArta:t4touv Ot nJ.18ps<; yux 

fltui;ttfi·'tOU e8t)J.OU 08V cpsuyOUJJS a,n6 'tO x,ropto J,ta<; 
14~ ~!)'aA.n avuno J10V11 aia Kat a<pou nspacrouv 

l:>t Jti~peg nsptJlBVO'l> Jl8 't11V en.6 J.tSVfl xpovuft. 

0 



Mats&idis 



opy~wrOOf~g p;s ~~st 
~§%(£ ·p:t;~;o~ s1V~t iv~ %GPO<; 8tu<popfttK(6~ 
:.x:at yta au'to 'tO ~y.e siJ!nt :tt~v: i)'f 

1n1V. A.'Opa p;ou Kat x_opet)ouv Kat -upayouBrtvE n1>1l~ ;o'lli.' 



Pagkali~ 



:o:v:-JJ.QU 8A8ys u y.tayul. JJ.O'U 6~av 't]J10UV 

US\J'O sivat 11 sroft Jla<; 6/t;;q 1t8ptacr6-rspo 
.. \JII tens <£.~~sg n:ou <n>JlJie-rexouv a"A.'Aa Kat yta eJ .. ul.~ vn 

<p<lt(T\'tQ 'KQt V<l 'rO'll<; 1teptJ1EvO'UJ.le V<l sp90'0V Kat 

l"'\JII'iooj cr1tin va xopE'IfO'UV <J'tllV au'A1] Jl<l<;. T ropa 1tO'U sxro 
:rstKat eycb KatraA.apa n6cro oiKato sixs 11 ytayu1 JlOU 

evcx 86tJJ.o 1tOU (fl)IJ.Jl&'tSX,et 6'Aoc; o KOcrJ.LO<;. 

0 
Atxffiv 



when 
men who 

~ ......... to come in our house to 
I've grown u_p and 1 realized how right was my 

ir :i~ .a custom that in;volved everyone. 

the 
AppliQant 

Xynopoulou Pan.agiotis 



npoOKUVl)TOTTOUAo<; AplOTEiOl)<;, KOTOIKO<; Ao~WTOTT£Tpac;, apxl)y6c; xop£UTIKOU 

ouyKpoT~IJaroc; Mwf.Joy£pwv Aoj3w r6rr£rpac; 

To 8£WpW TO TTIO Or]l.lOVTIKO OTTO TI}V TTOAITrOTIK~ TTOVTIOK~ rrapaOOOTJ. Tl<; l)IJEPE<; TOU 

12rwtpou VOf.li~w rrwc; j3piOKOf.lOI OTrJV Yfl TOU novTOU. XopEUOVTO<,; Kparw TrJV 

TTapaOOOr) IJOU OUT~V TTOU <p£paVE 01 TTOTTTTOUOE<; IJO<; OTTO HJV MaTOOUKO TOU novrou. 

'Orav apxi~tl o xop6r; (KoTOiaJ.laAap). Ynapxtl Kan 1-1taa IJOU nou OEV flTTOpEi va 

TT£plypacp£i J.IE M~w; OLJT£ va QTTOVTI)9Ei TO Epti>Tl)J.IO. n Eiva5fo XOPEUW. nari EiVOI 11 

rrapaooo11 J.lOU. r1ari tiiJOI n6vnoc;. 

npooKUVI1T6rrouAoc; Ap;;;liol)c; 
. .. / . ... · ·· . 

--lfz~?;-<'!i~' 
roTOUXiOr]<; rtwpyioc; TOU N1KOA60U 

ETOiiJa~a PE AaxTapa KaJ xapa J.ltyaJ..fl Kparwvrac; Tl)V n apaooo11 TWV rrpoy6vwv IJOU 

Tr]V OTOM] Kal TO IJOOKOpqJa IJOU KCITI TTOU OUIJ<pWVO IJE HJV TTapOOOOil OEV yvwpi~E 

KOVEVO<;. ME TO KOTOOIJOVIO j3p10KOIJOUV OTO 6p61JO KQI EiXO Tl)V YOl)Ttia va !Jl)V 

yvwpi~EI KOVEi<; TTOIO<; EiJJOI ETOI TO KOVOIJE TOTE TOV npayKaAl) OEV TOV ~~Ep£ KOVEVO<; 

OUT£ 1<a1 aur6c; anoKaAum6rav, IJEXPI va TEAEIW0£1 11 TEAET~ Tou opw!Jtvou cp6!31~E To 

!JOoKapq.la Tou. n11oouot KaJ ETPEXE oav TpEM<; yupw an6 Tl)V vucpfl. 

( , ___ _ 

/ / 

Bamf.(Jaol)c; Avoptac; 

8a8u napaoomaK6 OpWIJEVO TTOU O!l!JOOEUEI 6Aou<; 6oouc; OUIJIJETEXOUV aq>OU EIJEVa 

IJE <(JWVO~OUV y1arp6 Mylv Tr)<; OUIJIJETOX~<; IJOU jJE Tl)V IOIOHJTO HJ<; q>Jyoupac; TOU 

y1arpou TTOU J.IE roue; aarE'IOJ.!OU<; TOU KOVEI 61\ouc; VO VEAOUV. To 6WOEKO~J.ltpo TWV 

Xp!OTOUVEWWV OTTW<; 6Ao1 01 XWPIOVOi Sa j3youv Of KOTOIOIJOVOI OTOU<; OpO!JOU<; TOU 

XWPIOU Tlj.IWVTO<; TI)V rrapa00011. rra j.IEVO £iVai KOTI noM ouvm6 KOI ETT£10r) EiiJOI KOI 

y1arp6c; OTO opW[JEVO VOf.li~w OTI PEXPI va m:pnmw 8a OKOAOU8W TO Kapvaj3CtAI TWV 

KoTOIJH?~q>v. 
f 1 f } 

. ..\~~}L- ·'~--"< . 
BamAtJaonc; Avoptac; 

2 



Mr. Proskynitopoulos Aristeidis, resident of Asvestopetra, leader of the 

dance group of Momoeri of Asvestopetra. 

"I consider it as the most important part of the tradition of the Culture of 

Pontos. During the days of New Year's Celebration, I think that I am in the 

land of Pontos. By dancing I am continuing the trad ition that my grandfathers 

brought from Matsouka of Pontos. Wnen the dance (Kotsiamalar) starts, there 

is something inside me that it cannot be described with words. And it cannot 

be answered the question: what is it? I am dancing because it is my tradition. 

Beca~e ~:~or~t~fr~= Pontos." 

~~-::/§/'~----·--~) 
_.,..,../ _"/,.. ~:::~.::~.-~-_.....__ 

I 

Prosk'fni poulos Aristeidis 

Mr. Gotouhldis Georgios 

"I was preparing my costume and the ln<-1squernde with a great pleasure 

and excitement, and always in secretly, since it's a habit not to bring out the 

costume before the event, knowing that I was continuing the tradition that rny 

ancestors brought. With the Kotsiaman I was in the street and I had the charm 

that no one knew who I was, that's how I was doing it at the time of Pragalis, 

and no one knew anyone and even he was not presenting himself before the 

end of the spectacle, scaring everyone around. He was jumping and running 

like a maniac around the bride." 
( '! . -- ~ .. 

i / 
,· ·<: ) ;/ ·--·:\ 

Gotouhidis Georgios 



Mr. Vasiliadis Andreas 

"It's a deeply traditional spectacle which marks all those who participate. 

Imagine that they call me "doctor" due to my participation to the act as the 

doctor whose making everybody laugh with his acts. During the New Year's 

Celebration as all the villagers, the l<otsiaman will be out on the streets 

honoring the tradition . For me it's something very strong and because I am 

participati a 'the Doctor to the spectacle, I think that as long as I'll be able 

to waz:f II: the carnival of Kotsiaman." 

v~!L 'nare~--~~~ 



ANABIOLH TOY nANAPXAIOY 6 POMENOY TON MOMOrEPON. 

MEyaAwoa Km yaA.o ux~8qKn an6 a~uywc; novnaK~ otKoy£vEta, 11 onola ~ou ~naAa~naocuoE 

ta ~ 8r] KUL Ta E8L~.ta fl,U<:;. 'Eva ano UUTcl, LOW<; TO KOpu¢a[o KUL LOTOplKOTE pO yw ~£va, ELVUL TO 

OpW~EVO TWV Mw~oyEpWV. /\KO~ta KaL O~~Epa, OU~f.IETEXOVTU<:; UVEhALnW<:; we; XOPEUT~<:; Ta 

TEAEUta[a 20 XPOVLa, avuno~wvw KaL Aaxmpt0 va E:p8ouv Ol ~E pEe; nou TO opw~EVO ea 

ava~LWOEL, mo8avo~m u5 tatTEPfl H)V n~~ va OU~.lflETEXllJ OE Katl TlOU ~ETE¢Epav uno Tr]V 

nmploa OL nannOUOE<:; flU<:; KaL OLUT~PilOUV OHlV Ef..f..aoa Ol yov£lc; ~ac;. EU X~ ~OU ELVUL KUL 11 

v£a yEvu:l nou a KoAo u8Et va f1nop£oEL va Kpm~oEL auTo to op WflEVO ~wvTav6 Kat va ouvqloEL 

rj ava~[wo~ TOU ano yEVLU OE VEVUl ETOL won:: va ~rj O~~OEL nOTE. 

rl· a uTO TO A.oyo 0Uf1¢wvw KUL ~r]TW va Eyypa¢El TO OPWfl.EVO (JTO o u::8v~ EUpET~PLO Tr]<:; aull.r]c; 

noA.monK~c; KAilPOVOfl.Lcl<; tile; UNESCO. 

The reviva l of the ancient old f estival of " Momogero i". 

Born and raised by a purely fam ily of Pontius. I grew up to fully embrace our customs and trad itions. 

One of these, perhaps the prime and most historical one for me, is the ritual of ''Momogeroi". 

Even today, afte r having t aken part regula rly for the last 20 yea rs, I still look fo rward to it and long for 

the days th at our fes tival t akes place. I fee l great pride an d honor to participate in somet hing that our 

grandfathers brough t back from the homelands and our parents managed to preserve in Greece. 

My w ish is for t he new generation that follows to be able to keep this ritu al alive and t o continue its 

revival every year from generati on to generation so that it never ceases to exis t. 

Therefore, I con sent and ask that the festival be recorded in th e International List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. 

Yours faith~!r 

---:t-
~..:9.-----

Th eodoridis loannis 



ANABIOLH TOY nANAPXAIOY ll.PO MENOY TON MOMOrEPON. 

rcvv~811 Ka ota AA.wvaKLa Ko~UV!l<; Kat Ol np6yovot ~ou Katayovtav an:6 tOV novto. An:o IJLKpo<; 

8ullUIJat wuc; n:an:n:ouoE<; Kat nc; ytayta6E<; ~ou va ~ou ~uA.ou v Kat va 110u M.vE wtapiE<; yw ta 

~8 11 Kat m E8qw tr}<; aA.f'JOilOVIltrl<; nmpl6ac; 11ac;, 6n:wc; f.'A.Eyav mv n6vw. nEpav an6 n c; 

n:oM£<; LOtopic:c; n:ou ~ou Ktvouoav w Evow<t>£pov to 11uaA.6 11ou ELXE llELVEL oE £va £8q1o 

~c:xwptot6. To £8t~o Twv Mw!l6yEpwv. 'Eva £8q1o TO orroio an6 Karaypa4>£c; Eivm Eva an:o ra 

apxm6tEpa nou unapxouv EVW ELVat Kata U} VVW!Jil IJOU £va ano ta orwavnKOtEpa n:ou 

EXOUIJE EIJEL<; Ol n6vnoL. 

An6 totE rrou ~llouv rrm6t 8u 11c'tt1at tov Eaun) ilOU va t pixw rrtow arr6 touc; xopEut£<; Kat to 

8iaoo KU8E XEL!lWVa . LU] OUVExELa ~p8E 11 wpa va !lCt8W 1'0 XOPO MhO Kat TI"]V LOtOpla WU<;. 

Tl"] v rrpwr11 <t>opa nou 4>6pwa nJ owAf'l rou Mw~6yEpo u £votwoa Kan n:pwtoyvwpo, ~rav oav 

va Eixa n:avw !JOU Eva KO!l!lCttl tf'l<; taropia<; r wv rrpoy6vwv 110u. 

To OpW~EVO r WV M WilOYEPWV EKrO<; ana tva<; rpono<; EITLKOLVWVLa<;, Ka8w<; OE aura 

napa~pioKEtaL Kat ou~11ntxEL 6A.o to xwpto avtaA.A.aoovrac; EUXt<;, Kat owoK£oaol"]<; dvat Kat 

tp6n:o<; ~W~<; yta EllCt<;. To £4>c:pav Ol nanouO E<; ~.ta <; ano TOV novro j..IE llOVf'l anaLtf'lOil va lli"JV W 

a<t>~oOU ilE va xa8EL Eivm tva t8q.to nou !lE EK<l>p a~EL Kat ro onoio 6nwc; to n~pa an6 wuc; 

nanrrouoc:c; Kat roue; yovEic; llOU ttm aKpl~W<; ea TO ~E1aOWOW ota TlatOLCt !lOU. 

rt' aur6 to Myo oull¢wvw Kat ~f'lrw va Eyypa<l>Ei to OPWilEVo ow 6tc:8v~ EU pc:t~ pto t il <; auA.f'l<; 

TlOALHOtlK~<; KhllPOVO!llCt<; tl"] <; UNESCO. 

ME tl!l~ 

4~ 

Th e revival of the ancient old fest ival of "Momogeroi". 

I was born in Alon akia, Koza ni and my ancestors recall originate from Pontus. From a young age 

my grandfathers and grandmothers talking to me and telling me stories about the ways an d 

customs of our unforgettable homeland, as they used to refer to Pontus. A part from many 

stories that intrigued my mi nd was fixed on a cus tom so special; the custom of M omogeria. 

It is a festival which, from w ritte n reco rds, is one of the oldest and in my opinion, most 

important custom we practice. Ever since I was a child, I can remember myself ru nning behind 

t he cast of actors and dancers every w inter. Then, ca me a time w hen I had to learn th e dance 

and its history. The first time I wore the cos tume of M omogeria, I experienced a newborn 

feeling; it was as if I ha d a part of my ancestor' history on me. 

The festival of M omogeria is not only a way of communication as the whole village pa rticipates 

and gets actively involved excha nging greet ings but also a way of life for us. Our grandfathers 

brought the festiva l from Pontus and kept it alive with only one requirement; not to let it 

perish . It is a custom which characterizes me and I proudly inherited from my grandparents and 

parents and I hope to deliver it intact t o my offspr ing. 

Therefore, I consent and ask that the festival be recorded in the International list of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. 

Your faithfully 

!L~f.Vt;r .?--:::r 
Papageridis George 

-I 



AN ABIOLH TOY nANAPXAIOY uPOM ENO Y TON MOfVlOfE PON . 

Mw~J,oyc:pm ~ Mw~J,o€pw. To 6pwJ1c:vo rwv opw !Jtvwv yta 6J..ouc; roue; novnouc;. 

6pwjl£vo 2500 xpovwv 11£ rc:pcwna orwaola Kat toropla oro n:apt:A.86v, ouvm:6 n:ap6v Kat 

ITL<H£UW JlE uy t€<; JlEAAOV. 

TcAETOUpy(a yta TO OWOtKa~J1EpO TWV XpLOTOUYEVVWV- npwwxpovta<;- <DWTWV ITOU 

n:£pLAaJ1(}CtV£L 'U]V n:po llflVO<; n:pOELOLJlaola ( <HOAE<;- n:p6"£<; ), KaL £V OUV£X£La 11£ TflV 

ava"lwoflwu 6pwJ1c:vou ow xwpt6 Km m yupw xwpLa Jlc n:M8oc; KOojlou va OUI1JlHEX£L 

LflllavnK6 6n:w<; fl lOWpla 11ac;, ll y/l.wooa jla<; Km ot xopol11a<;, Km ava~-t<t>lj)o!l.a ~-t E:po<; n]<; 

WUTOTI"]La<; !lac;. npoo<t>EP£l xapa, y€?1. l0, oanpa Kal EX£ L EUElflplaKO xapaKT~pa- yLa TO KaAO 

LOU XPOV OU. LTflV 8€011 n:ou XOP£UW O~Jlcpa c:yw n:aAmon:pa XOP £U£ o n aT€pac; JlOU, KaL n:oLO 

n:aJ..ta 0 n an:n:ouc; JlOU Kat UAAOL n:p6yOVOljlOU owv novw. LTOXO<; jlOU dvm OTflV lo ta 8EOT'] va 
XOP£UOUV OTO JlE?I.Aov m n:atO lU JlOU ouvc:xl~ovwc; W bpWJlcVO aur6 yta m m6~-t£Va XPOVLa. 

Oc; Apxrw6c; TW V M w116yc:pwv om A?l.wvaKLa Ko~avr]c; c:L11m n:oJ..u n: Ep~<t>avoc; n:ou ava"twvouJ1E 

Kat OUVEXL~OU JlE '(0 OpWJ1EVO an:6 '(0 192 4, Kat ea n:af...£4; w 11£ OAE<; J.lOU nc; OUVCcJ1Cl<; yta TflV 

OLaT~PilOfl KaL OUVEXLOfl TOU. 

ft ' auTo TO AOyo OUJltl>WVW KaL ~flTW va Eyypa¢cl W Op WJ1EVO OW OtE8V~ tu pEL~ pLO Tfl <; CcUAfl<; 

n:of...mmtK~<; K!l.rwovojltac; rqc; UNESCO. 

The revi val of the ancient old fes t ival of "Momogeroi" . 

A/\o;ft~IA 15/3/2015 

ttd:4-;,._ 
n AnAfEPI'tlHI K. 6HMHTPIOI 

APXHfOI TON M OMOfEPON 

"M omogeroi" or "Momogeria". Th e most im por tant fes tival for all refugees f rom Pontu s. It is a 

fes tival of 2500 yea rs of great importance an d history in the past, present and I believe with a 

healthy future. 

It is a ritual for the twelve days of Christmas-New Year-Epiphany comprising of a month's 

preparat ion (costu mes-rehearsals), foll owed by the revival of the happening in the village and 

surrounding villages with many people t o particip ate. 

Im porta nt as our history, our language and our da nces, an undoubtedly part of our identity, it 

offers joy, laughter, satire as it upl ifts our soul -for the good t ime. 

At the p lace where I dance now, my father used to dance before me and my grandfather before 

him and further back in tirne my ancestors in Pontus. My goal is for my children to dance at the 

sa me place in the f uture continuing our fami ly tra dition and keeping th e festival alive for future 

generation. 

As leader dancer of Momogeria in Alonakia Kozani I am very proud to revive and continue t he 

festival since 1924 and I will fight with all my strength fo r its preservation an d continuation for 

future generation. 

Therefore, I consent and ask that t he fes tival be record ed in the International List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. 

Leader dancer of Momogeria 



llH/\OIH 

OVOj.Ui~Oilal nauAoc:; Imv.cni6r]<;. rEvv~9flKCl TO 1983. Elv.m IJfAO~ TOU lllOlKflTlKOU IujJ~OuAiou TOU 

novnaKou Kat MtKpaotanKoU IuM6you Kapuoxwpiou «0 nPOHPYrAI>>. 

Elllal xopEUt~c:; t WV MWilOVEPWV an6 to 1997. Enlofl<; exw uno6u9el TOV npayKaAO. npoKEl'tCll yta EVa 

OatUplKO 6pWV.EVO. 

. ......... ~-~ .......... . 

STATE MENT 

My name is Paulos Stamatidis . I have born in 1983. I am member of the Council of Pontian & Minor Asia 

Society of Kariochori THE REFUGEE. 

I am dancer and member of Momoyeroi since 1997. Also i impersonate the Pragkalos (Maybe ancient god 

Panas, for others a figure of devil). Momoyeroi are a popular satirical event . 

......... .. Q ........ . 
Paulos Stamatidis 



l\HAOIH 

OVOilcl~OilUl /\EUTEPI"J<; KapdiaKoc;. rEvv~ 91"JKU TO 1987. Eillat llEAoc; TOU novtlUKOU KUl MlKpaatatlKOU 

i:uM6you Kapuoxwpiou «0 nPO!ct>YrA:t)), 

Elllal XOPEUT~c; TWV MWilOVEPWV an6 TO 2007. EvioTE exw un:oou9d U} VU<Pil (nEpaE<POVI"J). np6KEl"CUl VlU 

f.va f.9Lil0 yLa TO KaAO "CCU xp6vou. XopEUOUilE OE 6J...a T<l an: ina "COU XWPLOU. 

STATEMENT 

My name is Leuteris Karabku~. I hdve burn in 1987. I am member of Pontlan & Minor Asia Society of 

Kariochori THE REFUGEE. 

I am dancer and member of Momoyeroi since 2007. Also i impersonate the bride (Persephone). M omoyeroi 

are for the good of the new year. We dance to every house of the village. 



To £8q..to TWV «MWf.lO'Epwv >> ri TWV «KOTOUf.lUVWV», onw~ AEynm 01:0 

xwpLo 1-wc; {TnpaA.o¢oc; Ko(avr)c; }, ELvm £va apxato Etooc; A.a.LKou 

8ca1pou, l10U AUIJ.~UVEL XWPU OTr)V unm8po, OTOUC: OpOf.lOU~ Kal 

OUf.lf.lHEXOUV OE aUTO, EKToc; an.o lllV Of.lUOQ TOU 8Laaou, KQL OAOL Ol 

8£at£c; nou TO napaKoAouGouv. n£pav 1ou 4-JuxaywyLKou xapaKT~pa 

Tau, o KupLo~ aKonoc; Tau ELvm o E~ayvLaf.loc; n]c; v£ac; xpovLac;, £1m waTE 

aut~ va dvat «KaA~ » .. «VOVLf.l r)>>, «tuXEP~», «EUTUXLaf.lEvrp>, 

«EmTUXflf.lEVr)>} Kcna KcmoLo tp6no, Km o anoxmpEnaf.loc; tr)c; naA.Lac; 

xpovLac; nou cpEuyn. 

2£ f.la<; (l10VTLOL 4 11 ~ KaL TlAE OV YEVLac;) f.lETU008r)KE 000 au8£VTLKcl 

f.ll10pOUOE f.lE OQ an6 TO n£paaf.1a TWV aLWVWV ano TOU~ npoyovouc; flOC:, 

Kat npoawmKa 8cwpw xp£oc; f.lOU n1v o Lat~pr)ar), avaStwafl Kat 

auv£xLar) Tou, we; Kan f.lUVLKO Kat av£~~yqto , nou a£ owKaTEXEL Tr)V 

TlEpLOOO TOU L1wOEKarw£pou. 

M r)XUVLKO <:; A.n.G. 



The custom "Momo'eroi " or "Kotsamania ", as it is called in our village 

(Tetralofos, Kozani), is an ancient kind of folk theater, which takes place 

in the countryside, in the streets and all the people that are watching it 

can take part in it, apart from the group of the troupe. Besides 

entertaining, its main purpose is the purification of the New Year, so that 

it would be "good", " fruitful' ', "iucky", "ha ppy" and "successful" in some 

way, and the farewell of the old year that goes. 

Our ancestors bequeathed this custom to us (nowadays, Pontians of 41
n 

generation and further) in the rnost authentic way they could through 

the centuri es, and I personally consider as my duty to preserve, revive 

and retain this custom as something magical and inexplicable, which is 

dominant during the Twelve Days from Christmas Day to 6!1' of January. 

v// 
/f!l~ 

t 

Pilalidis Konstantinos 

Rural and Surveying Engineer 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 



l.l:qv nrpirnwar·J ~wu o Kav6vac; t:mfk !3oll.0vnad Tooo 10 ye:wno;\.tnK6 6oo KctL w 
KOtvwvtKLi-otKOVOf.ltK6 nE pL~t1A.Aov rwu psy O,;\.u>oa OLct!J(Jp¢\.uonv tov xapaKTr1r)(l 

pou . 

El~tal novno<; Tpltf]~ YEVtCtt;, anoyoVO<; OLKOySVE:La<; npooql\JytoJV HOVTlOKr']<; 

Krtmyu,yrjc;, pEyci,\won Of.. OE ouoKoA[r c; n c; onol£~ 6ptv~ noi\Atc; ¢>opf: c; ~<::nEpvouoa 

f.l£ rq ouppnoxri po u OTr'J V npooncif)WJ o to<pu.\a~ l'] r; Kat ouvt xtaq<; 1uN dlt~:wv Km 

TWV netpaOOOEWV 1WV 1!pOyOVluV JlOU. 

Kara Tl'] b LCt{)KElCt TWV XplO navtKWV EO prwv tou 12r')Pi pou cm o l et Xpto·muy.:vva 

llEXPl m Gco<f>avua, 01'1") fit~E p(( TOU n o·vw u Epyatva v m Mwpot'ptet (Kowtaf.lciV yw 

TOU<; /\tp£plTE<;). 'Hwv yta a u rov<; KOpu¢etia Klll j • .WyLKr) EKbrl AluO ft W Opq oKEUHKO 

xapanripa. To lOLO Kopu<f>aia EKOilAWOf) r'rrnv KClt El'lcrt 1Wl yLCt wuc; KOro l.Kouc; lOU 

TErpa,\6¢ou N.Ko~avq ~. 

8upapat rq pct~uoi ou ppEToxri l:u)V ouyxwptctvwv pou yw H JV nponotpao ia H:)V 

oro,\wv TW'.' OUflf.l£r£;(O\frtvv cno 5p ti.l pcvo. KO.notot €pu(~ crv ·n<; <pouomv0t£r,, 

KClf(OlOL KClTCIO KSVa(av 1l\ HEptK£¢C!ACllf~. KO H OlOi on)},t~av H l vtAi:Ka, aAAOL 

noipa~av 10 vu ¢tt<6, t\r,i\ot w pouxa wu yi povw Kat m:la Al' yov<ac; 0.\a r)w v 

~ wytK<i KCtL n)u::wupytK O. 

To v·u)otpo TO u Kmo tcqH'!vou oc: ;.;a6e on[n ~ wv ~Hu u::po n: Accn [a. '0?-.a ~np2m va 

yivouv 1~:\f.w. f'l plt!ro Aoyo dx~: o upxqyo c; tq c; OLKoytvE ta(;. To vn)oq.to ouvoor: u6mv 

fl f: l payOLJbl Kat ~tO UO lK ~ CrrtO O'r",, f lO r·] !{(;u !l( Aupa ri IJOVO p ~ Tpetyo 05t t: ¢' 0 0 0\/ 

f AUn£ TO pouotKO opyavo. !unr) Tq OlOOll<l!Ota TI)V E ~f) 0(1 yto no~,\(~( XPOVLO. 'Hmv 

t6taiu:pr] ouypri rlCt 1-J r' vo Tbn:: W<; Kowta pa vo~, orjp€pt:t lajt; EXLUV li)V 

npwtoKa0c6pia vn'Jvovra<; rov yto pou. 

Auto lO KOt'uwvc't,\qtiJq Ol<r]VlKcJ ElXt KO I t XEL EUEtqplUKO K!.H VOV Lp lKO XOpan:)pll 

Kat ~teoa oc: 6,\fl a un) UJ otcditKaoin Oupapm wv natf. (la po u va Atn: 

<( Aur6 ro 8 J1po i.pxE rm cm6 rwi\u iWKp !a, 

1t ror m b<avE t<W o rrarrfpac; {WU, 

iro1 ro f:Kavc Ken o rramro!.J(; ltou, 

i TO! ro fKetVE Kat 0 rrporrcmnouc; !.JOU (.JT(/ 1\ttJEpc( WU riOVWU 

w; yta va mt&! l tyo JWKpu re.pa nph rct .<m t:ou 

va ro ow nJPr)a£1( ."<ar vcr ro auvExim:t( ll . 

l~apL•l:O tllOptio. H KAq po vop d r w~v6Aq ! H nar<'.u5ocrq, 0 n.oAtTWpO<; i:np<:n£ V(( 

6ta(pui\a;(ro <'J v Kat 1JO: o vvEx toTOliV. 

H 0tu!flGTLKfl !-!OU crx€oq \Jf 'tO optu\lEVO O<:V ~.10 1) ~:nuptn ~::t vo. £ <P r')OUXCW lJ). 

iltCYreUW OTt ~Kavct TO ICCr0 o1 !< 0V 1-!0U n ptun:rywvimqua KCH 6ta$t'J.>..a ~a lO ~8tpo pa:(l 

ps aA!a.ouc; xwptavoG~ pOtJ kO l pt1ALOTCl nt IH' (n66ou ~ OIJOI<O AI'(, crno K08E <i ll Ot~q , 

yta ~dva KCll vta rqv ~Ht\Pf1 KOtvwv[a lOu xcuptotJ pou. 

Ntt00w bE HOAU lKOVO ((O lf]l l f VO<; yLClrt TQ 1lClU5LCl pou OlJ~!p F.:TEXOUV OTI) V npoom18na 

Stetnipqoqc;, .SlCl¢uAcr(f)t; Ket Kat ouv tf,xtaq<.; rou .Spt.l• p ;;vou . E[pm a[youpot; 6 nco 

ioto Go. Kavouv Kat ra rvvovta ~wu. 

Ir\p£pn uvppn t xw w; ou vooo~ , napE'xov rac; Ka8£ ovvarri 0o~8ua Km o<r1pt~r] a1o 

l:lJAAoyo wu Xlupw0 pou. Dnw~ y(vnw nv-rtA.r:nT6, ooo ot vioL aoxof..ouvrm pt rqv 

nupct8oart nuto t o €0 tpo ;nwnlvc: t rwt..u IJCtt<pun:oa H or: ~ta(tkr) (Yl!ppnoxr) tou 

KOopou <J1'0 Sp~lp t=.vo TO ~<.a8tora f~n80Tow Aw.Ko nov OtHpop .:j:>t.ilvt:t i vav Kotvu>VtKo 

t<rt6 ar\Ar]Atyyuq c;, o uvt:mcrp~q<; KO L n i oTi']C ym €va c:i\nu5o¢6po pC:,\A.ov Tou 
n ovttC!KOU C\;\.qv ta~IC L.I, £V!'6c; Klll t:KTc'l~ ouv6pt0V 'lOU E,\,\nott<Ot'i X~JpOU . 



In my case the rule is confirmed' My characte r has been carved out by bo th the geopolitical 

and socio-econon•ic environment that 1 grew up in. 

I am il third generation Pontia!l Greek, descendan t of a Pontian refl1gee family, growing up 

w it h difficulties wh1ch I managed many times to overcome by particip:~ting in an effort to 

preserve and augment the customs and t raditions of my ancestors. 

During th l' 12 day Christ ian Holidays from Christmas day until Epiphany in the region of 

Livera in Pont us, the custom of Momoeria (Mltl J.lOi:pta) or Kotsiamnn (l<oH:aaw'tv) for t he 

people of Livera, was revived. For them it wz;s a surnmita! and enchanting event based on 

religious tr<lditions. Fof the residents of Tetralofos in the county of Kozani. it is still a 

summital event of gre<~t ln'lponance. 

! remember the mass1ve participation of my feiiO'.'>' villagers to prepare the uniforms of the 

partakers for the event. Some sewed the fustaneii<Js, some rn;;nufactured the l">elmets, some 

embeHis hed the vets. others were preparing the wedding dress, others the clothes of the o!d 

man and so on. Everything was rn<lgical and rituaiistic. 

The dressing of the Kotsiamanos in every home was a rite. E erything had to be perfect. ·nw 
decisions \.vere made by the breadwinner of the fa mil~·· The dressing process w;;s 

accompanied by s1ngmg and music from aggeio or lyre or simply ily pla1n singing if there 

wasn 't a rn usrcal instrument. I have been put of this process for many years. It was a special 

mornent for me then as a Kotsiamancs, c:nd today as having th •~ prirnary of d ressing my son. 

Th is repetitive event used to be (and sti ll is) based on the wishes fM a blessed and fertile 

forthcoming year. Throughout the process I recail my fath .,;r'; say ing: 

'1 his custom came to us from far C:\ <~Y. 

This is hov.• my father did it, 

This is how my grandfather d1cl it , 

This is how my grf'al grandfatiH?r did it in l.iveril 

and io orde r tor it to go even fur her 

this is how ou must preserve and carry it or ·. 

A he<Jvy burden. An tonormous heritage! Our traduion. our cus oms had t.o be protected, 
~.Heserved and continlled 

My experiential bond w1 th the ev~nt does not perm1t mv complacency. 

I think I did my• duty I starred in and prc5erved the (raditicn with my other villagers. even in 

diffictr!t times by :nany :'lspects both for rne ilnd fur the small community of my 

village.Furtherrnore, 1 feel very satisfied because rny kids are involved in the conservat ion 

efforts for the preservation ;'!net continuation of the event. I am sure that the tradition will 

;1i<;n hP hPirl hv mv Prilni"lrhilrlrF>n 

Today I participate as a companion, providing all possible assistance and support to the 

.1\ssociation of rny village. As can be seen, dS !or1g ~!S new generations become involved with 

tradition, thi s custom goes much farther. And the massive partiCipation of the people in the 

ritual makes it deeply popular, hence forming?. social solidari ty tissue, a tissue of 

coexistence and loyalty for a promising f1.1tt11e of Ponllan Hellenisrn, both •.vithin and outsidl~ 

the borders of Greece. 

With honor and respect to tradition, 

Nikos Pilalidis 



Ta KoTotaj.u.lvta anoTeAouv avan60JtaOTo KOj .. lf.u:lu trtc; ~w~c; ~ou, ano -ra rrpooxoAtKa 

11ou xp6vta aK6~rt- npoepx611evoc; arr6 11ia mKoyeveta ~e ev-rovrt au11~ETOX~ crro opw~evo, 

an6 "Ia npw"Ia XPOVla -rflc; t€M:a~~ tou crrov eAAa6tK6 xwpo, OE ea ~m:opoucra va ~u1v exw 

Kat eyw EVEpy6 p6Ao KCll va TO ayan~ow. H OU jlllEtOX~ crro E8L~O arrotEAel, j3£(3ata Kat 

urroxpewart rrpoc; touc; t<ato(Kouc; tou xwptou 11ou, m onoiotllE Aaxrapa, ayanrt KaL 

ojl6vma, KaSe xpovo, un:ootxovrat uta ontna "Iouc; -rou e; Mw~6epouc; (~ Kotmajlavouc;), 

rrou ~€ trt OEtpcl tOUt:; 9a avtarroowoouv Til Q>lAO~EVLCl cpEpVOVTa~ KaA~ XPOVla, KaA~ OOOLa 

Kat uyeia ato ontTOVOLKOKUP'l Kat lflV OLKoyevELa tou. 'Exov-ra~ avajlv~aetc; KaL ELKovec; 

OUI..lJ..I.Etox~c; crro €9LjlO an:6 nol\u J..LLKP~ flALKi.a (crrflv apx~ aKoAou8wvrm; to 8(aoo, 

apy6Tepa ouJ..L~ETEXOvtac; Kat ta -rel\eu-rata 6€Ka xp6vta, nepinou, we; apxflvoc; Tau 

XOPEUUKOU T~~J.Latoc;), eewpw LEp6 Ka8~KOV jlOU, va auvopajlW ~E OAE<; nc; OUVCtjlEl<; jlOU, 

otrt cStat~pr")Oil Km ouvextor") -cou opwllevou, jlE-caAa~..trraoeuoVTac; one; err6jlevec; yevLEt:; 

yvwoetc; Kat EJ.lTIELptec; ouo Kat 'J'l:Aeov oeKaenwv. Ta KoTotaJ..Lavu:x ~ Mw116vepm 

arroTEAeoav Kat ea anoteA€oouv TO Kotv6 Ofl!lelO ava<J>opcic; ol\wv twv nporwoujlevwv Kat 

en:o~evwv yevewv tou TeTp<IA6Q>ou Kat we; TEtOLo o<flel.Aou~e va TO npo01ateuoouJ.lE arr6 

OITOLClO~TtOtE OLac:rrpej3AWCJr") ~ aAAOLWOrl "IOU. 

Nuv apxrtv6c; KoToLa,.uivwv TetpaA6<flou 



Since my early childhood, Kotsamania have always been a part of my life. Born and 

bred in a family which intensely participated in the custom, from the very early years of its 

revival in Greece, I could not avoid loving it. Being part of Kotsamania is also an obligation 

towards the inhabitants of my village. Each year, these people welcome Kotsamania (or 

Momoers) in their homes with love and anticipation. In return, Momoers will wish for 

health, joy, a good yield and a happy new year to the family. Considering the fact that I 

have been participating and witnessing the custom for the last 28 years (I have been the 

leader of the group since 2005 and dancing since 1996}, I made my duty to assist, for all one 

is worth, to the maintenance and continuation of Kotsamania, by inspiring and diffusing 

learning and experiences. Momoers or Kotsamania have always been a landmark in the 

lives of previous and rising generations of Tetralofos and it is our obligation to preserve 

them original and invariable. 

John Pilalidis 

Current Leader of Kotsamania Tetralofos 



''dWJ0'/lfi ·al<:lJI:I.t1 "f:..>m· Ekr <nlV8xJoc:fO'UIJI;S 
croXAcr.Y' t.c:ttl ~,81~,.,-·s;:-. Kat tJ.L'fl~a J.t.l.lq)O ym ~\6,td. 

17 StOW. aut8c; nc; l\J.LSpsg O'Q.V 
~c :trstts auta ta1ta1l>ta 1tffit; 1tSptp,8vouv aut6 to t9tJ.10. 



flriOY OHMHTPIOY • PY~KIOY 

1981 

Tach.Dnsi Agios Dimitrios PO Box 282 
TK 50100 
Information 
Arapidis Di1nitrios Tel. 6973073664 

TO: UNESCO 

The custom of Momoeron. Agios Dimitrios Kozani. 

The custom of Momoeron makes me proud and bring great 
inexpensive because we have to maintain this tradition as we 
carried it from Pontus our anc,estors. I believe that here in our 
village Saint Dimitrios Kozani as I have told my older that has 
not stopped any years to revive this custom even for dictatorship 
so I think for many 'years will continue this happening since our 
club has created and small section for children from the age of 6 
to 17 years. I am 45 years old and I expect these days like a 
child imagine how these children expect this custom. 

The 
Applicant 

l(ousalidis Theodore 

--



ax6 .... n. .. .,. 

~IU~ ~·fl:m p,aq tcat BJ .. ui<;. 
~!l<}\f·'-rn:A1nrtt•l~rt1 va ·tp~m an6 nicrm an6 -roug xopoo't8g 
;wvo "u."" va xopsuro p.6voc; p,ou cno crnht Kat va 

VID: va JlS')'ClAOOcrro va 01}flJl8'tEXID Kat eyro cre <l'U'tO 'tO 

'()%CJ AproJ.Levo au'tf) n O"'ttYJlll s<ptacre Kat nMov vtroero 
Kat J..LeraA.ot eo9'6VTJ. To orooeKa.ftJ..Lepo aut6 nou 

~~exat ~picrKOJ..Lat cnllV mo euxaptcrtei otaeeO"ll ot6n 
t\ro'Vs%{~OuJ..Le aut6 nou J.uxc; EJlaea.v ot np6yovot f.lO.<;. 

0 
At'tOOV 



AfiOY OliMHTPIOY- PYAKIOY 

1981 

Tach.Dnsi Agios Dimitrios PO Box 282 
TK 50100 
Information 
Arapidis Dimitrios Tel. 6973073664 

TO: UNESCO 

The custom of Momoeron. Agios Dimitrios Kozani. 

The custom of Momoeron wait it throughout that year and that it is an event that 
brings memories of the oldest and hope ofthe youngest general animates our village 
and us. When I was a young child I remember running from behind the dancers and 
ending dancing alone in her home and can not wait to grow up to participate myself in 
this wonderful Happening this moment arrived and now I feel great pride and 
responsibility. The twelve days what comes I am most grateful mood because we 
continue what we learned our ancestors . 

• 

• 

\ 

The 
Applicant 

Panagiotis Iosifides 



A11p.firo~~ 
~u~. 

«1>-rl ~o ~S:1;(1)P,tm& Bp&~o. :Btvtt\.].!t.] 
i tt'fi: 61a~ (pG~~r; 1nv cpepem~ ev6~ Mrop;orr~t 
~,;~r,u G:e 7tapaKo~ou9euv 01 un:6A.ot7tOt. 

0 
At'tiDV 



....... ,I feel proud that I was bom and 
Kozani and learned this custom from J.J:J;y o~der. 

,.,....,~,,. to be a dancer in this special event. It's a speeiEtl 
4<1-.L,E:, the costume of a Momogeri pride in 

The 
Applical 



$0:U {(1(~~ mvovuag ~ov Ata~OAO stv.a;t 
~ , 

"- '~()OlJ~O <lVQK:Otte'D(l) 'tO. 0'1tt'tUl 

~t~ 1COU 'tt~ EX,Et 0 VOtK0'1C6P11~· 
t~Vro O'tt eeA:ro eyro -x,ropf<; va E1t11PBCt~OO 'tO\)~ 12 

0 
At'tcOV 



of~'evil" by the Dev:i:l is a role separate ..... ~, 
mte: field starting things from the positions o:Fii~ 
. Quite simply I do that I want without affecting the 

The 
Applicant 



1.\?tO~ 

Mm-~mv; ~Kava 7tspftq>.uvo KU1J q».~p(J) ~~1~ 
s'tx~t ~t ~o <tUp.(WuA>to ~e.u (lN~ou1eat 1t'p~$1. 
ft:OV&l\~G~ Q'\YCOU 'tOU s9\Jl(l>U mmrica 7tc0~ f1(!JN 

l(p<l'taiJE 71!0~\l w:nl& au-co to Sprop.evo Kat to 
1tBplO'n'01lSpO 't<l AO"'(tO. 1t0'0 aKOU JJ;E U1t0 tOU<; 

!"'"""" S{VUl. U1tSJ)OX,<l K<lt UU'tO J.LO.~ K<iVSl. 1tt0 OUVO:tOU~ 
¥f:Xta.o:ul va Kpat<lJJ£ mv 1to.paoo011 JJ,a~. 



Tho 
Applicant 



ας οι τ Κ μ ά Π ο μα ς 

Jμ με τις μέρες τοu ημt ια να 

όεpω το έ μα ου ό ε ι βG ιό 

π λ · lliU" ·""""ό σται εΙο τη 

υΠό ou 

ς σλmστι ς 

our ιUage. Ι σu at ιs 

cutιural heιitage of Ρο ιaπ ~r&Q~ 

lntematio al Dι ecto 



Ω μ. ς του σuλλόγο ά ς ιο ηση ζήσει από ο 

τ διοργ ση του εθl.μο , αι την ω μέχρι ν tρθει ωρ 

β ου οι ωμό ροι σrοuς δρόμους ου χωρ ού μας. Ε{μα πο ύ 
περή α ο γ α το δρωμεvα ι το δτί ήρθε μtχρι μtρεc; 

μας, παρά τ ς δυσκο (ε ou . ρασε. φή ου αrο Δ 

αλ:οyο ς Un co ως στο ε(Ο ς άυλη no ιστuc:ής ας 

ροvο ι ς με ρ ε αιτο ύ ο, ε{ το 

μο α ι ό ς ενώνει με u προγ ouc; αι ιιπορ 

μας 

Ι vης 

ou Πονnαι<Θύ Πολι: u Σuλλό ου ομvηvώv 

a me ber of our uftural assoda ion, I ha e seen h cu om οο 

ose and ' I all the stress υπ ίl om r1a oufd go ου ο e 

r. lla e. Ι' m ery roυd because hls c om υrνi ed u Ι da , 

uι ere ere d ιcυl imes Ι am compl tely in agr me h 
SU131501p on ο he Ι erna onal ca logue of Ι ta bl Heritag ο 

,ntnίι;O_. because ts ι the only m οΙ us h our anc,--.-.·-
o 

rda 
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OVOI.I!l~OJ..IUL Xp~O'TO<; KOUTOUKAEp. revv~Or)Ka TO 1945. 'HJ.JOUV np6e6po<; TOU lHOLKr)TlKOU !UJ..I~ouAlou TOU 

novnaKOU Kat MtKpamanKOU !uM6you Kapuoxwplou <cO nPOHI>YrA!». 

'HJ.JOUV XOPEUT~ <; TWV MWj.tOyepwv llEXPL TO 1982 Kat xopo6tliaoKaAo<; J..IEXPl TO 1995. ErttOr)<; KCXTQOKEUaoa 

OToAec; Kat KaneAa. 

··~ 
STATEMENT 

My name is Christos Koutoukler. I have born in 1945. I was President of the Council of l'onti;m & Minor A~ iii 

Society of Kariochori THE REFUGEE for many years. 

I was dancer and member of Momoyeroi unti l 1982 and teacher of the Momoyeroi dance until 1995. Also I 

was designed and manufactured the uniforms of Momoyeroi and their hats. 

··~ 
Christos"-Koutoukler 
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My name is Folina Zacharoula and I am a resident of Tetralofos, Kozani. 

During the Christmas period of every year, the custom ;rKotsiamania" is 

revived in our village. 

For me it is not a sirnple rev ival of a custom that brought our 

grandparents from the lost lands of Pontus. It is an experience and a 

need to maintain, preserve it and deliver it to future generations 

unchanged, because it is our cu!turallegacy our ancestors left to us. 

Each year the anticipation for the revival of the custom is great. The 

feelings I have are difficult to describe. Hearing the first song, the first 

sound of the aggeio, ! feel excess emotion, nostalgia, and pride for 

what we have managed to keep for so many years. And also, a promise 

to ourselves and to our ancestors, tha t we will not let it damage and be 

lost over the years. 

C'r{': < L<-c /ld:; 
Folina Zacharoula 

Tetralofos, Kozani Resident 
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What is the custom of Momoeria I Kotsamania (MuJIJO!:pw / Kowapavta} 

In my opinion ·-among o thers- this is a sunHYlltal custom that ou r ancestors brought from 

our lost homeland along wllh their dialect, their dances. their songs and all thai characterize 

their culture in general. A heritage which an the residents of rny village. Tetralofos in the 

county of Kozani, represent on the streets anrJ squares with a greCJt amount of respect along 

with exceeding w ill ing 

Having been C1iso horn in fe trolofos, I grew up wiH1 this custom per year, embracing it 

increasingly in my heart and soul and rendering it JS a way of iiving during the twelve day 

celebration of Christrnas. 

I feel especialiy honored to h, ve inherited c.~ long with the residents of my Village a custom 

that incorporates the supreme va lues of the ancient Greek civilization. Values tha t directly 

refe r to dithyrambic conditions wt1ile at the sarne time pointing out ritualist ic and fruitful 

elemen ts that lead to a productive and blessed forthcon1ing year. Honored for mv heritage 

and my great responsibili ty r.s a successo r in a way as in tact as possible for the generations 

to come, thus serving the parame ter of debt that we h·.ve to convey to our children 

everyth ing that ou r ancestors haw~ bequeathed . I am more than certai n th at these 

intertenwora! Vl!lues which have reached our days wilf thus continue to exist in the future 

~)ecause they are deeply rooted in the hearts of the 1·esidents in our village, ensLn·ing their 

invariant way of passing Oli to the futu re generations . 

I 

Ptfalidis Theod ros 

Res,clent of Tetralofos, K<n<lni. 



K<X;civ11, 14/03/15 

To 5pW!JEVO TWV MWIJOYEPWV nou 01 pi(,Ec; TOU XOVOVTOI OTO f30811 TWV OIWVWV, npiV 
OKDIJO TfiV £~VIOTJ rou apxaiou aTTJKou OpO!JaT<X;, ovo~JWV£1 IJExP' miJ.l£PO OTTJV EMMa KO! 
anorEt\ei ovonoonoOTo KOIJJlOTI Tile; nayKOOJ.lla<; IOTopiac; . 

l:TO TomKO ~a~piCJ)JO npwToxwpiou K~OVr')<; I KOV£1 TrlV E!Jq>0VJOJ1 TOU Tfl O£KO£Tia 
TOU 1920 onou e:yKOTOOT091lKOV OJ npWTOJ npOO<pUy~ 000 TOV novro KOI CJUVE)(i('pal JlExPl 
O~IJEpo YIO TO KoM Tile; xpov16c;. r To OpWJ.lEVO naipvouv J.lEpoc; VEOI 6vrpa;(12 
<pOUCITOvdlcxpOpol KOI 0 8iaooc;) KOJ 1-1£ T/l CJUVOOEiO AUpo<; KOI oyyEiOU Tpayou00>vrac;, 
XOpruOVTOt; KOI O)(OAI~OVTOc; TO KOK£il<; ypOIJIJiyO KEiiJEVO Tfl<; EnOX~c; npoKOAOUV Til 
(')raoJ<tOOOil Kal TO 9aUIJOO)JO TOU KOOIJOU nou roue; OKOAOU8£i. A~~~ VO OI'UJEJw8Ei nW<; 
J.llMJ.lE y1a Eva 8EOTpo TOU 5p01JOU OnOU 1-JEpcx; naipvouv )JOVO 01 avrpec; KclTI nou OU)J(laivEJ 
OTO Apxoio EMI")VJKO ef:arpo. AUTO nou npoKaAEi IOrain:pll EVTUnWOI'] OE o.Aouc; roue; 
EP£UVI"JTEc; war 11 J3•wJ.lonKi) O)(EOJ'l nou otv~::r roue; vtouc; ).IE OpWIJEVO, nEpvaEJ ano yEVJa oE 
YEVIO we; TpOmx; ~wi)c; anoTEAwvrac; OUVWIK~ yf:<pupo IJE Touc; npoyovouc; aAAa KOI J.lE Tf'IV 
loropia. QOTOoO, OTJIJOVTIKO KOJ.lJ.lClrl anon:Ae:i 0 av8pwnJOTIK6c; XOj)OKT~pac; TOU {')pw!JEvOU 
K0800c; KOI UTI"JV avoJ3iwa~ TOU OTOV novro OhAO KOI OTilV EMOOa 0'~ J.lEpCJ, O'UYKf.VfpWVOVfOI 
XP~IJOTO TO onoio npooq>EpaVTOI OE OIKOVOJ.liKO ao8EVEon:pa OIKOyEv£JE<; nou £xouv 
npayi.JOTIK~ OVOVKI"J npowSWvroc; To oio6rUJO rou Av8pwnroJ.Jou ux; O'l'ilol") ~wric;. 

Or MwiJ6yEpol £iv01 TO ~PWJ.lEVO nou Ex€1 nEpOOEI on' o.Aouc; roue; OIWVEc; KOI ExEl 
qmJoe:J OTI"JV EAA<ioo yra va 8uJ.Ji~r oAouc; muc; OT08J..loUc; Tile; Ioropiac; Kporwvrac; Touc; 
tj.lvravouc; I-IExP• oi)JJEpo. 

Kam6y1avvou - TpravracpuAAou Eu8uJ,Jia 

Iorop1K6c; - Epeuv • pro rou flpw~ou 



Kozani 16/03/2015 

Momoyeroi event, with a descent that dates back centuries even before the 

emergence of ancient attic drama, is revived nowadays in contemporary Greece and 

constitutes an integral part of international history. 

In t he province of Protohori Kozani t he event appears in t he 1920s when the first 

refugees of Pontus settled and continues until today, for a lucky new year. Young men 

participate (12 fustanella barriers and the t roupe} accompanied by the music of lyre and 

pipes, they sing, dance and comment on the annoying and unpleasant everyday affairs 

causing the admiration and enjoyment of the following crowd. It is worth mentioning that 

we are dealing with a street theatre in which only men take part, as was customary in 

Ancient Greek Theatre .It is impressive for the researchers the fact that all the young 

participants are experientially connected to the event, which is passed on from one 

generation to the next considering to be a way of living as well as a connecting bridge to 

ancestry and history. However, the humanitarian part of the revival of the event plays an 

important role, in Pontus and in Greece as well, where funds are raised and dispensed to 

families in need, promoting the sense of humanism as a way of living. 

Momoyeroi event has passed through the centuries and arrived in Greece to remind 

us of all the turning points in history by preserving them alive until nowadays. 

Yours faithfully 

Kat sogiannou - Triantafullou Euthimia 



L1HAfi:EH 

To /..c{LKO rrapaoocrtaKo opw!l£Vo «Mw11oy£p£a>> ~ «KOTO"a!lavtw>, rrou ~nuA.iynat Tqv rr£piooo TOU 
8w&Kmwtpou Kat £VO"W!laTwvn 8w-rptKa, xopwnKa Kat cranpLKa cr-rotxEia, rrpotpxnm arro 
rravapXat£<; AaTp£UTLKf<; T£A£Tt<; yta T'l yovL~LOTqTa TT)<; yq<;. npoK£LTaL yta TOV arroxmp£TLO"~LO TOU 
rrai..LOU Kat TllV UTrOOOX~ TOU vt ou f TOU<;, cmo EVa O"aTUplKO 8iacro !l£Ta!l(j)LW!lfVWV, TrOU Tr£pt8taf3aiv£L 
n <; yEL-rovtt<; !l£ T'l cruvo8Eia rrovnaKwv 1-lOUO"LKWv opyavwv Kat cranpi~a m KaKw<; KEi!1£Va. Ka-ra m 
xpovta T'l<; o8W!1UVLK~<; UUTOKpaTopicx<; TO OPW!l£VO Eix£ avn£~0UO"LUO"TLKO xapaKT~pa. Tov 19" atwva 
11-rav !lLa cranpa crTqv avaou6!l£V'l acrnK~ -ra~q Kat m ounKll<; mtppo~<; mcr8qnK(i Til<; rrp6Turra. Evw 
O"~ !l£Pa txa !l£T£~£Atx8d O"£ tva t..a·LKO cranpLKO opWI-'£VO ~uxaywyLK~<; £KT6vwcrq<; Kat KOLVWVLKOU 
£~ayvtcr~LOu. 

Kop116<; Tou 8tacrou Eivat 12 v£ot vTU!lfVOL !l£ cpoucrmv£A.a, !l£Ta~wT6 ~wvapt, rrA.ou!l LO"To yLA.£Ko, 
ypaf3am, rr£pLK£tpaA.aia !l£ p68aK£<; Kat Ka8p£tpTclKLa, rrou KpaSaivouv !lLa f3£pya !l£ rroA.uxpwll£<; 
KOpotl..£<;. Ta aAA.a f3amKa rrpocrwrra dvat 'l Nucpq, o rtaTpo<; Kat o npayKaA.ov, tva ~WO!lOptpo TrAclO"!la 

crr p6Ao yrAwrorrotoU. a~ 

Ana L~TJ<; 0£!1-lO"[OKATt<; 
Iuyypacp£a<; Til<; A.aoypa<pLKll<; !l£AtTll <; 

«Mw!loytpw: To A.ai:K6 rrapaoomaKo opw~L£vo KoTcra11av ta crTo Kapuoxwpt», 
£KO. N.A. Ko~avl']<; 2005. 

Statement 

The traditional folk event called "Momogeria" or "Kotsamania" happens in the period between 
Christmas and Epiphany and includes elements of theater, dance and satire fro m ancient pagan rituals 
about the fertility of the earth. This is the time to bid farewell to the old year and welcome the New 
Year. The satire troupe is a group of entertainers who wear masks and go around the town, 
accompanied by Pontian m usicians satirizing the mistakes of the society. During Ottoman Empire 
there was an anti-au thoritarian struggle. In 19th century they were satirizing the emerging 
bourgeoisie, which had western standards of life. Today, it has developed into a popular satirical 
happening of recreational relief and social purification. 

The mainstay of the troupe is 12 young men dressed in the national Greek skirt called "fustanela", 
silk belt, decorated vest, tie and helmet with rosettes and mi rrors . They keep sticks with colorful 
ribbons in their hands. The other main characters of the group are the bride, the doctor and the 
"Pragkalon", a zoomorphic creature in a jester role. 

Ap tsidis Themistocles 
Author of fo lklore research 

"Momogeria: The traditional folk ritual Kotsamania in Karyochori" 
ed. Prefecture of Kozan i 2005. 
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Christofoms I.Petalidis 

G.Bakatsclou 3, Thessaloniki 

.Journalist, Chief executive of 

Newspaper EFXI:\OS PO l\ TOS 

and cfxinospontos.gr· 

Phone: 2310227739,6944549779 

The Momogeroi , the i\lomogeria in Pontic dialect. \Yas brought to us from our grandparents tl·om 
the unforgettable Ponto with their uprooting fi"om the region ofTrabzl)n ,,·here they Ji\·ed for 

centuries. The tradition of l'V1omogeroi is being continued from the current residents. descendants 
ofrefugecs. who live in the Yillages in the prefecture ofKozani region and arc actively involved, 

apart ti·om the troupe, al l the Yillagers and thus they bel ieYe in beginning of a year. 

Momogeroi is a tradition with \Yhich I han~ been Lmiliar since childhood in the ,·il!age 'Riakio' 

Kozanis, when we with much exp-:ctation \\"C were \Yai ting within thi s period of twelve clays to 
come by our house and then to follmv them around the \·i!lage and to participate ourseh·cs. 
believing that there will be a good year. both in crop. and in ·kalochronian·. i.e. in a goud year. 

Professionally engaged in journalism ·md rese::1 rching on behalf o,. the nc\\ Spapcr EFXI. ·os 
PONTOS. I fu und uutthut Lln: 1\lonh)g,: t\li ufrn: childhm1d. ''as nut 1l11 ly a tradit ilm nfour 
micro-society, but fi·om Potllos. it \\as carried also by other grand paren ts'' hu sett led in other 
parts of Greece. 

Christoforos Prtalidis 
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Eow Kal oKTw xpov1a o1anww n1v Ka8 rH.J£plv~ flAEKTpoviK~ 
HPfli.JEpioa, w_ww.e-Po[l_tos .ar, KO AurrrovTa<; 0£ K08i1iJ£PIV~ ~O Ofl 

~:xoqA.woc: 1 ~ ou.AAOY<jw, 118rL i:Gq.J o , 8E!JOTa 1aTopioc; a,\Mj KOl 

TPEXO VTO ( rrn)~JCJTO nou O<popouv Touc; 'EAAqvc:c; TOU novTOU. 

'0,.\o auTo TO xp6v1a, TO f:Gii.JO TO onoio ~£X(~>PICJO KOI 
OVUriOIJOVOlJO'Cl vo TO sovaO~) K08£ Du)OC:KO~IJEPO ciVO I OUTO T(.th" 

MWIJO. spwv, om,Jc; OU TO Erllj3iCDV£1 CJTO XWP IO Tflc; f<o~OVflc; KCll Tfl~ 

flToM':IJaiocH~. Ko8t: <.pop6 nou ro nopo Kol\ou8Ei 1<avc:ic~, ~/\£ nc:1 E.vo 

OAOK/\qpo XU.!p!C) EKOTOOIO OIJEVO va f..Jn OiV£1 OE pu81JOU~ 
sopTOOTIKot:Jc;. 8/-.. ~m:l Kavc: i ~ q/,IKIWIJ EVOU~ KOTOKOITouc; vu E.pxovTal 

IJ EXPI TO KOTC.;)q),\1 TOU OniTI Oli Touc; YIO VO OOUV TO £8qJO, 

npoKEIIJEvou vo n6t:1 KOJ y1 auTou~ KoAo 11 xpov16. 'Exw ot::1 
fvJuJ ~JC> ' r.:pOU\ va xopa)ouv I.Jn pooro ma aKoroiKqTo oniTio 
ov8p0 . .mc,)\,; 110u { xouv (PIJYEI on6 Tr) ~C.t)~ KOI ~1::: ooKplo o-ro f.J OTIO vo 

llCJpoKO;\ou8ouv TO ysyovoc; 01 auyxwptovoi Touc;. 'Exw ·3£1 
fvlcvi.JO' c:pouc; VO TEJ,ouv TO E8qJO KOI OTO VEKpOTCHpEio, OflOTiO\I'TCJ<:; 
c.p6 po Tq ... dJ c; uc:. ouTm'.lc; nou Tou c; IJETa),apnaoc:uoov To t81po. 2:c: 

ouyKl\ovi?~c:l :o ncJ6rx~ Twv vf..wv 6Tov Tt:ilouv TO £81po, o/\i\6 KG ! fl 

auyKiVr)Gfl T<.uv pEyo,\un':pwv . 

.oc; tcrTooc:\ioa F:xoufJE ~ c:yaAq aliOI<HJJIIJ6nrro ac: Ka8c: avaoTflufl 
nou acpopa crrouc; MuJp6 · spouc;. To £v61ocpE:pov t:ivo1 IJCYCJ/\0 KOJ o 

on6flxoc; H tW ovopniaHvv Kpcno rwAu 1<orp6 IJCTO Tqv Tt./\c:oq, 
oxo,\iOC'.OVTOC, c.)."o ' TO VEO EnE.IOOOIO flOU OiOOpopoTiOTflKOV (J£ K08£ 

oniTI Tfl XP0\/10 nou nE:paoc:. 



Athens, 24/3/20 15 

There have been eight years since I manage an e-newspaper 

named www--'-t' - Pontos.gr, covering a big range of themes such as 

manifestations of the cultural associations of Greek-Pontians, 
fo lklore and h istorical matters and generally, everyday issues 

involved t he Pontian Hellenism . 

All t hese years, th rough my L~veryday occupation with t hese 

matters, there is one custom, which is disting uish ed and I was 
iookin g forward to wa tch it again and aga in every yea r, during th w 

" Dodekaernem " ce lebrations. And th is is the custom of f\1omoe ri , 
which is al ive in the areas of Koza ni and Ptolemaida. Everyone who 

watches the custom, can see a whole village in "ek~;tasis'', entering 
in a special ce lebra t ion period . Yo u can see ol der· people, who can 

barely m ove , ~' tand i n g up, in order to watch fvlomoeria, for the good 
of the next year. 1 have also seen fvlomoer·i dancing in from of 

empty houses of pt~op le who had passed away and the r·est vil lages 

cry ing . I have seen t'-·1omoerl entering even t he cerneter·y, g iv ing 
honor· to t he rn ernor·y of those tlley had ta ught to them the custorn. 
It's completely shocking tl1e passion of young people, wt1ik~ acting . 
It's also rema rkable the emotion of older people. 

Our siLe has a large amoun t of visitors in every post involving 

f'1omoeria. There is a big interest even some days after- t he post, 
when everyone taiks abou t the new episodes have been acted in 

every house the last year. 
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