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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Traditional Sports 

Falconry 

Identification of element: 

Field: Traditional sports 

Name of element: Falconry 

Name locally used: Hunting 

Another name: Hunting with falcons 

Characteristics of element: Trained falcon, falconer, hunting place, available quarries 

Practitioners: All age groups and local community members trained on hunting with falcons 

Relevant individuals and institutions: Clubs and societies of falconry as well 

Brief description: 
It is a word that is supposed to include everything related to the hobby of hunting with falcons. 
This includes the falcon and how to deal with and train it. It also covers the study of its nature, 
psychology and health status, and the identification of its needs, including tools ensuring its 
preservation on the falconer's hand, hunting times, immigrant bird times, hunting places and how 
to reach them and the best environment to release the bird whether for training or actual hunting. 
All these matters are called in general the science of "baizara" or falconry. They cannot be 
completely covered unless by people of knowledge and experience because it is an age-old 
profession and hobby (Saudi Culture and Arts Society, 2000). 

Detailed description: 
People in the desert were used to hunt with falcons. The hunting season in KSA begins by the 
close of the calendar year, and sometimes begins early in mid November. As for the inhabitants 
of other semi-desert places, the best time for hunting for them is during almarbaniya, which 
coincides in September. Falcons are divided into two types: 1- mountainous peregrine; 2- marine 
peregrine. Tools carried along by the falconer include: alburqa, almersel and other types of 
falcons to feed the falcon, etc. A falconer tries to use his falcon to hunt houbara, hares, pigeons, 
etc (24, group of popular alnadawi websites). 

Falconry has undoubtedly passed through various stages. Some kings raised saker and peregrine 
falcons for the first time to feel distinguished, and then came the main turning point when these 
two types were used in hunting, even for mere entertainment. Then, hunting with falcons 
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sometimes became a means of earning a living by the falconer. In the last stage and at present, 
having falcons became a great hobby through which falconers feel special pleasure that is only 
felt by those who practiced it. This hobby became popular with inhabitants of the Arabian 
Peninsula. (AI Qahtani, 1996) 

Tracing the history of falconry in several books, we can find that the first one who hunted with 
falcons was Al Hareth Bin Moawia AI Kendi. One day, he saw a hunter preparing a snare for 
sparrows. Then, suddenly a falcon swooped down on a sparrow and devoured it. Al Harith was 
astonished and asked his assistants to get that falcon and train to his house. The falcon was fed 
and trained on hunting. Accompanied by the falcon one day, Al Harith saw a hare and the falcon 
flew and caught it. This scene appealed to AI Harith and from that time on, Arabs adopted 
falcons as a means of hunting. 

It is said that the first one to use and hunt by the peregrine falcon was Constantinus, king of 
Amouria, one of the best Roman kings in Maghreb. It is said that when he became on his horse 
back, peregrines hovered over his head until he alights. One day, a king called Alwadrek was on 
horseback and saw a bird flying in the sky and suddenly a peregrine falcon came and swooped 
down on the bird, and this greatly appealed to the king and decided to take the falcon for training 
on hunting. 

The most probable opinion on falconry is that peregrine was the first bird to be used as it was 
bred by Kings of Persia and Khosrau even used to put it next to him in his assembly as a sign of 
distinction. The first people to use the saker falcon were the Roman Kings as saker falcons were 
always put next to Caesar, but this was made as a decoration only. However, this great bird was 
held in high esteem only by Arabs who were the first to use falcons in hunting, and this is a fact 
beyond doubt. 

Some people deny that non-Arabs have any history with falconry. They believe that the first 
people who obtained falcons were the Arabs who hunted with it and appreciated its value for its 
sense of honor which resembles that of pure Arabian man who finds in that bird something that 
rankles the feelings of pride within his bosom. (Ahmed Adul Ghaffar, 1987) 

Characteristics of falconer: 
A falconer is known for his patience, open-mindedness, deliberateness and forbearance, which 
all ensure that the falconer would wisely deal with the falcon, the strong attractive bird that is 
known for its sensitivity and intelligence. It needs long periods of training starting from day one 
so that it would get accustomed to man until it is released to hunt the quarry, especially aljemas 
which readily forgets its owner once he loses interest in it and stops sitting with it and putting it 
on his hand. 

Hunting falcons: 
It should be mentioned here that hunting falcons is considered part of the falconry hobby. The 
person interested in the falconry hobby must know how to hunt a falcon, especially when we 
know that falconers sometimes face difficult situations when a falcon turns away from its owner 
and tries to escape after its release for whatever reason, whether because the owner does not sit 
with it, due to bad weather, because of its fear of another big bird of prey, such as the eagle, or 
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due to any other obstacle. We will mention some of the famous falcon hunting methods, which 
include: ( www. pdf-search-engine. corn) 

Places of falcon reproduction: 
Falcons reproduce on top of cool highlands and cold forests using deserted nests for 
reproduction, especially the crow' s nest. They are found all over the world except for the 
Southern Frozen Zone. They start reproduction in early spring and with the advent of wintertime 
when temperature drops, they begin to immigrate towards the south where they can fmd 
moderate temperature and available quarries. This climate helps them to fly and hunt. Falcons 
usually fly during the day and never fly at night, and if they venture out at night they never fly 
within more than a 500-diameter circle. 

Types of falcons: 
Falcons belong to the family of diurnal birds of prey. They have several types of nomenclature 
which differs from one place to another. We shall mention here three types of falcons only: the 
peregrine, saker and lanner as they are most popular in GCC countries. As for the gender, it is 
known in all birds of prey that female birds are bigger than the male. Female is considered the 
"falcon", while the smaller male is known as "tiercel", known in GCC countries as shaboot, 
which is smaller in size than the saker falcon. A falcon usually lays three eggs every year. The 
first one to hatch is the saker, which is the biggest, then followed by almathloth, which is smaller 
in size, and the third egg is the tabe'e or tab'ea which is the smallest in size due to its weakness 
and low intake of food. This classification applies to the saker and peregrine falcons. 
(www.wikipedia.org). 

1- Saker: 
This is deemed to be the rarest falcon and the biggest in size. It is known for its big legs and 
claws and their coarseness and the long beak. The biggest saker is 18-19 inch long, with various 
colors, of which the black is the rarest. There are also white, clear red and yellow. Saker falcons 
have two types in terms of age classification: chick falcon, which is still under one year, and 
aljernas, which is over one year of age. 

2- Peregrine: 
Peregrine falcons are the strongest and most courageous falcons. They are known for their speed 
and great maneuverability in the air. It is smaller in size than the saker. It has various colors and 
types, including red peregrine, marine peregrine and mountainous peregrine. Marine peregrine is 
considered the best and most beautiful one as it is known for its white chest and big size. It is 
preferred by inhabitants of the GCC countries, especially the UAE and Qatar, given its strength 
and great capability to pursue quarries in the air, and this cannot be done by the saker, except for 
rare cases. Alwafi marine peregrine falcon is 15 inch long, which is exceeded in size both in 
length and width by the mountainous peregrine which is somewhat reddish in color. Some of 
them have various shades of grey. It is not inferior to the marine peregrine whether in speed or 
strength. However, marine peregrines are more beautiful and bigger in size. In general, peregrine 
falcons are sharper in temper and more indocile compared to the saker falcon. It cannot wait for 
food for more two nights running, especially in cool nights, contrary to the saker that can put up 
with having no food for three to four days. 
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3- Lanner: 
Lanner falcons are smaller than the saker, and it is known for its short beak and small size. It is 
also known for its speed and maneuverability. This type is good for beginners in this hobby 
given its lower price compared to saker and peregrine falcons . However, some lanner falcons are 
more courageous and speedier in maneuverability than saker and peregrine falcons. 
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