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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Glasoechko, male two-part singing in Dolni Polog

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, if applicable

Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language, corresponding to its official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Гласоечко-двогласно машко пеење во Долни Полог

(Glasoechko – dvoglasno mashko peenje vo Dolni Polog)

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1), mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	Macedonian male population that still live in the villages in Dolni Polog, Tetovo region of the Republic of Macedonia; 

Gavrovski Trio – male traditional singing group from the village of Siricino in Dolni Polog, Tetovo region, who have been actively promoting this type of singing, fully aware of the disappearance of this cultural asset. At the present time this group, consisted from three members in family relationship, is the only remained group in Dolni Polog that actively practice this type of singing. They are probably the only remaining group that is aware of the importance of the specifics and the uniqueness of the Gasoechko singing.
Folk group Izvor (Spring) from the village of Jegunovce, Dolni Polog. Izvor is one of the few remained folk group in this region. They enthusiastically try to keep their traditional music and dance heritage which is slowly disappearing in the region of Dolni Polog, Tetovo.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Dolni Polog is a region in Northwest Macedonia, located between the western slope of the mountain of Zeden and the southern slope of the Shar Planina on the wide plane by the river Vardar. This region has been populated for centuries, as witnessed by the numerous artefacts dating from the fifth and sixth centuries. Remnants have also been noted of a continuous development of the settlements, as illustrated by various archaeological findings. The region is inhabited by Macedonian and Albanian population, demographic structure which is rapidly changing in the last 20 years.
The Dolni Polog region is divided into two parts:

- Poselje - with the villages of Jegunovce, Sirichino, Ratae, Rotince, Kopance, Prellubishte, Zhilche, Janchishta and Podbregje, in the valley along the river Vardar

- Podgor - with the villages of Tearce, Leshok, Neproshteno, Roqachevo and other, at the very bottom of the mountain Shar Planina.

	E.
Domain(s) represented by the element

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (                                                                                                                        )

	F.
Contact person for correspondence

	F.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms. 

Family name:

Topuzovska

Given name:

Lidija

Institution/position:

Ministry of Culture Sector for International Cooperation and Cooperation with UNESCO/general secretary of Macedonian National Commission for UNESCO

Address:

Gjuro Gjakovikj 61, 1000, Skopje, Macedonia

Telephone number:

+ +389 2 3240591, fax : ++389 2 3240 533;

E-mail address:

l.topuzovska@kultura.gov.mk
Other relevant information:

http://www.kultra.gov.mk


	F.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion U.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

Not fewer than 750 or more than 1,000 words

	The two-part singing in Dolni Polog is a traditional music vocal form characteristic for this region alone, and thus of enormous importance of the cultural identity of the population. The very name of this type of singing, called by the local population "Glasoechko" (glas = voice, on voice) or "communal", confirms its social and cultural function, which has for centuries been orally passed onto the generations as part of the local tradition. The mode of singing, the characteristic drone principle, is primarily typical of male songs, but versions of it could also be encountered in the female rite singing in this region. Glasoechko is performed in groups of two or three, at celebrations, assemblies, weddings, dinner parties and other social gatherings. The singing is always spontaneous and anticipates the culmination of the event in bringing the attendees together. The songs sang in a "Glasoechki" manner are epic or lyrical, not ritual, most often with mythological or love lyrics. The very fact that the lyrics could be of epic or mythological character underscores their importance in passing on the tradition, since through the transmission of songs, the history, beliefs and mythology of the local population are being transferred as well. From a musical perspective, "Glasoechki" are songs performed in a drone type of polyphony, with a specific melodic line and a characteristic relation between the two parts. Unlike these types of songs in most of the other parts of Macedonia, the voice parts in this region have a dynamic relationship so that the drone voice may move contrapuntally in relation to the first, leading voice. Sometimes there is an appearance of the three-part singing which is always in a specific metric time and mostly depends on the singers' pitch and creates a powerful esemblance of an organized heterophony. Yet, emerging from the decreased number of practitioners, in the most recent time this phenomenon is disappearing. The singing is often accompanied by a kaval (shepherd's flute) and a bagpipe. 

The functions that this type of singing had in the past - those of communication, narration and the transfer of oral history and culture - have nowadays been completely transformed. In a multiethnic community, such as this region is, this type of singing represents not just presentation and performance of music cultural heritage, but also a music identity as well. These singers now perform their repertoires mostly in formal and semi-formal situations. This musical idiom remains an important factor in shaping recognizable cultural symbols of the local community, although the lack of a communication function has halted its transfer to new generations. 

The people calls this type of singing "qlasoechko" in which one voice "vishi" (leads) and the other, the drone, "slozhi" (supports). In a social context, each singer has a clearly defined role, and it is common knowledge in the village who sings with whom, who leads the melody and who offers support, that is, sings the drone. Some singers may play both roles if necessary. Once the trio is formed, it remains so for good. The songs are performed in non-ritual occasion, but also during work in the field when songs were often performed antiphonically. This social context is strong and typical of songs of the older layer, confirming the importance for their preserving and nurturing as part of the traditional culture of the region.
Even though these songs are called "Glasoechki" or communal, there are different variants throughout the villages, mainly concerning the intonation. The so-called "Gatalechki" (soothsaying) songs, which have a more rhythmic structure and lyrics, are a subgroup of this singing style. The "Glasoechki" songs are part of this region's tradition and are recognized as such by the local population, who make a clear distinction between their mode of singing and the one of the nearby region of Gorni Polog. The local population distinguishes its singing style in its melodic/rhythmic features, the manner of performing, the lyrics and the occasion when they are performed. Thus, the practitioners recognize this element as an important part of their cultural heritage.

The bearers of this tradition are prominent individual singers who have acquired their knowledge through direct learning – by imitating the musical talent of their predecessors. The modern way of life which has, in the last few decades, completely replaced the traditional one, has left significant consequences on the development of rural traditional culture, including the oldest types of traditional singing such as Glasoechko. The Glasoechko singing is transmitted orally, from one generation to the next. Nevertheless, the situation nowadays suggests a serious break in the passing on of this tradition since the younger population has fewer opportunities to hear this mode of singing. One could still encounter groups of older singers who could perform "glasoechki" songs on very rare occasions.
There is an attempt to foster and transmit this cultural asset by the Folk group Izvor from the municipality of Jegunovce, which, in the process of educating the younger generations in traditional folk singing and dancing, is trying to invite a group of older male or female singers performing this style of singing. Enormous credit for nurturing and raising the awareness for the features and the extraordinariness of this kind of singing in the region is due to the male group Gavrovski Trio from the village of Sirichino. The group has been fostering this type of singing for generation, passing it on from father to son. The youngest member of the group and one of the listed bearers of this cultural asset is Miki Gavrovski. Through privately made recordings and participation in local and regional festivals, Gavrovski Trio has been promoting this singing and provokes increasing interest in the younger population. 

In the past 7 year, the local TV station Kiss has organized a local festival, Zvukot na korenite (The Sound of Our Roots) in an attempt to foster and promote the vocal tradition of the region. Unfortunately, even if of crucial importance, the festival took place only twice - in 2006 and 2007.

	2.
Need for urgent safeguarding

	For Criterion U.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is in urgent need of safeguarding because its viability is at risk despite the efforts of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals and State(s) Party(ies) concerned’.
Describe the current level of viability of the element, particularly the frequency and extent of its practice, the strength of traditional modes of its transmission, the demographics of its practitioners and audiences and its sustainability.

Identify and describe the threats to the element’s continued transmission and enactment and describe the severity and immediacy of those threats. The threats described here should be specific to the element concerned, not generic factors that would be applicable to any intangible heritage.

Not fewer than 750 or more than 1,000 words

	Nowadays, the male two-part singing in Dolni Polog in Tetovo is on the verge of extinction. Despite there being individuals and very few groups remembering and practicing this kind of singing, these songs are increasingly less performed.
This type of singing could nowadays be heard at:

- Weddings, but in restricted circles, on the margins of the main events of the celebration;

- Spontaneous gatherings of the older generations in the village

- Seldom at village dance events taking place once a year;

- In 2006 and 2007 the local TV station Kiss from Tetovo organized a local event, the "Zvukot na korenite" festival, at which older authentic male and female groups of folk singers performed traditional songs. Despite all efforts, the festival only took place twice. The festival aimed to promote and affirm the traditional singing from the Tetovo region, but the audience was once again of the older generation, unfortunately. Securing funding was an additional but key reason the festival ceased to exist;

- The Gavrovski Trio male vocal group is the only one to still practice this type of songs in which the transfer occurs naturally, from one generation to another. The latest, youngest member of the trio, Miki Gavrovski, in all his enthusiasm, but also the awareness of the profound importance of this cultural asset, managed to present the two-part songs from Dolni Polog at the highest possible level. In the past 7 year the Gavrovski Trio has performed at a number of local and state traditional music festivals, folklore events, but also at international festivals of traditional songs. By recording their CD, Gavrovski Trio began collaborating with other traditional music performers with aim to promote the two-part singing from Dolni Polog, to become renowned all over the country, unfortunately all these initiatives faced problems at the beginning.

- The Folk group Izvor from the village of Jegunovce has also made efforts to revitalize this cultural asset, but despite all efforts, it has become increasingly difficult to find practitioner ready to cooperate and transfer the knowledge to the younger generations. 

Threats to its viability:

Perhaps the biggest factor of disappearance is the recent changes in the demographic structure of this region which is populated by ethnic Macedonians and ethnic Albanians. In the past 20 years the ethnic Macedonian population is moving out, while the number of ethnic Albanian population is increasing. This occurrence is specially increasing after the civil war conflict in 2001 which first began in Tetovo region. The number of villages that were once pure ethnic Macedonian and now are predominantly populated by ethnic Albanians is now much bigger. There are entire villages with changed demographic structure, yet, while preparing this file, in exactly these villages we encountered several ethnic Macedonian singers who practice Glasoechko singing. For them, Glasoechko singing represents not just a singing, but also a pure symbol of cultural identity in such a multiethnic society. The singing is practiced by ethnic Macedonians only, however the ethnic Albanians always appreciate and respect these songs as cultural symbol of the region.
The greatest risk for extinction is posed by the disruption of the transmission process of this cultural asset. The younger generation has no opportunities to hear this kind of singing, and the older generation believes there is not enough interest, so does not even attempt to pass on this cultural heritage.

One of the key factors threatening this cultural asset is the practically abolished process of transmission. The process has been interrupted, that is, made difficult, most likely because of the specificity of the melodic/rhythmic features of the "qlasoechki" songs. The lack of interest among the younger can also be justified with the specific style in the singing which the young consider to be outdated and provincial.  The complex two-part structure of the songs, the specific microtonal intervals, the tremolo of the leading voice, the contrapuntal polyphonic function of the drone, all make the process of instilling interest and transmission difficult. The vanishing of these elements can be notice even in the singing of the Gavrovski Trio. The youngest and the most prominent and enthusiastic singer who leads the songs do not know how to do the microtonal melodic movements like once his grandfather did. His father and his uncle, also part of the trio, know how to sing in that “old” manner but they do not want “to force” that difficult style. Just to be preserved, Glasoechko also faces changes of the old ways of singing.
These songs have no media coverage whatsoever. The local and national TV and radio station have not shown any interest or provided recorded materials they could play on air.

There are fewer occasions on which this element could be performed. Contemporary weddings, the fewer social occasions and events, their modernization and developing the cultural processes in a completely different modern direction, have additionally been pushing out the old "qlasoechki" songs.

An additional threat to the viability of this cultural asset is the lack of proper documentation. Recordings of "Glasoechki" songs could be found in the archives of the Marko Cepenkov Institute of Folklore from Skopje, but these recordings are from the period between 1957 and 1980. Several songs were recorded at the Macedonian Radio in the 1970s, but these recordings are in danger of becoming extinct themselves. There has not been any professional documentation of the male two-part songs from Dolni Polog in the last 30 years, making the situation even more urgent.

Even if seldom, one could still find smaller groups of singers who, even at a modern wedding, dance or another kind of social event, perform these songs.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion U.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may enable the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned to continue the practice and transmission of the element’. The nomination should include sufficient information to permit the evaluation body and Committee to assess the ‘feasibility and sufficiency of the safeguarding plan’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element
The feasibility of safeguarding depends in large part on the aspirations and commitment of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned. Describe past and current efforts of the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals to ensure the viability of the element.
Describe also past and current efforts of the concerned State(s) Party(ies) to safeguard the element, taking note of external or internal constraints, such as limited resources.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	In 2006 and 2007 the local TV station Kiss from Tetovo organized a local event, the "Zvukot na korenite" festival, at which older authentic male and female groups of folk singers performed traditional songs. Despite all efforts, the festival only took place twice. The festival aimed to promote and affirm the traditional singing from the Tetovo region, but the audience was once again of the older generation, unfortunately. Securing funding was an additional but key reason the festival ceased to exist.

The Gavrovski Trio male vocal group is the only one group that in continuity practice this type of songs and in which the transfer occurs naturally, from one generation to another. The latest, youngest member of the trio, Miki Gavrovski, in all his enthusiasm, but also the awareness of the profound importance of this cultural asset, managed to present the two-part songs from Dolni Polog at the highest possible level. In the past 7 year the Gavrovski Trio has performed at a number of local and state traditional music festivals, folklore events, but also at international festivals of traditional songs. By recording their CD, Gavrovski Trio began collaborating with other traditional music performers and the two-part singing from Dolni Polog has become renowned all over the country and reached the level of cultural identifier of the region from which it comes. The oldest member of the group, Mile Gavrovski, is still trying to pass on the tradition to the younger generation. He takes the initiative himself to find children between the ages of 6 and 12, as well as ways to get them interested in learning these songs.

The Folk group Izvor (Spring) from the village of Jegunovce has also made efforts to revitalize this cultural asset, but despite all efforts, it has become increasingly difficult to find practitioners ready to cooperate and transfer the knowledge to the younger generations.

In the past 3 years, especially regarding the questions of the intangible heritage, the UNESCO 2003 Convention, traditional culture, sustainable development and tourism, the institutions such as the Ministry of Culture and the Cultural Heritage Protection Office prepares annual Call for financial support of the projects that are aiming to increase the level of awareness of the intangible heritage in multiethnic communities such as Tetovo region is. 

Local government of the municipality of Jegunovce, has also recognized the importance of intangible traditional culture and have themselves become initiators of some of the festivals (like festival “Mostovi” (Bridges) of traditional songs and dances. 

The importance of this type of singing was recognized by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Macedonia which inscribed it in the Register of Cultural Heritage and emphasized it as a segment of the intangible heritage worthy of public promotion which encouraged local creativity and diversity.

	3.b.
Safeguarding plan proposed
This section should identify and describe a feasible and sufficient safeguarding plan that, within a time-frame of approximately four years, would respond to the need for urgent safeguarding and substantially enhance the viability of the element, if implemented. It is important that the safeguarding plan contain concrete measures and activities that adequately respond to the identified threats to the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities. States Parties are reminded to present safeguarding plans and budgets that are proportionate to the resources that can realistically be mobilized by the submitting State and that can feasibly be accomplished within the time period foreseen. Provide detailed information as follows:

a. 
What primary objective(s) will be addressed and what concrete results will be expected?

b. 
What are the key activities to be carried out in order to achieve these expected results? Describe the activities in detail and in their best sequence, addressing their feasibility.

c. 
Describe the mechanisms for the full participation of communities, groups or, if appropriate, individuals in the proposed safeguarding measures. Provide as detailed as possible information about the communities, in particular, practitioners and their roles in implementing safeguarding measures. The description should cover not only the participation of the communities as beneficiaries of technical and financial support, but also their active participation in the planning and implementation of all of the activities.

d. 
Describe the competent body with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element, and its human resources available for implementing the safeguarding plan. (Contact information is to be provided in point 3.c below.)
e. 
Provide evidence that the State(s) Party(ies) concerned has the commitment to support the safeguarding plan by creating favourable conditions for its implementation.
f. 
Provide a timetable for the proposed activities and estimate the funds required for their implementation (if possible, in US dollars), identifying any available resources (governmental sources, in-kind community inputs, etc.).
Not fewer than 1,000 or more than 2,000 words

	Living conditions in Dolni Polog, Tetovo, have never before been changing as fast and as extensively as now and, although the dynamics of cultural, social and political processes has been more encouraging than ever, the ability of the people to handle all these changes is limited both institutionally and individually. Considering the threats that this element faces, the following safeguarding measures are proposed: 

a. Primary objectives: 

- to increase the visibility of the element as an important cultural element in the given region and in the State;
- to create strong network among the practitioners; 

- to implement the national and international ICH laws in the local government legislative; 

- to provide safe and sustainable platform for transmission and safeguarding of the element; 

- to provide constant legal and financial support for the practitioners of the element;

- to provide suitable space for promoting the element on local and national level.

 Results:

The proposed safeguarding measures would: 

- Increase the visibility of the element in the given region; 

- reveal the cultural and social function of the element among the community in the given region which will encourage the young generation to acknowledge the importance of the element;

- Stimulate the younger generation to learn and practice this type of singing as part of their cultural identity;

- Stimulate the current practitioners to transmit the knowledge, skills and techniques of this type of singing;

- stimulate the governmental network to promote this element as part of the Macedonian intangible cultural heritage on local, national and international level

- provide strong network between the practitioners and local government which will contribute to the future transmission and promotion of the element as an important cultural heritage of the region. 

In order to accomplished this results, the following activities are planed:

1. As a result of the nomination process, in 2013 the local government and the main practitioners and bearers of the element, the Trio Gavrovski, has already provided a suitable space in the primary schools of several villages where the process of transmission of the element to younger generation is already in progress. Workshops are organized in each of these places and the transfer of actual knowledge to the members of the local community has begun. This activity is an opportunity for the practitioners to participate directly and instrumentally in the process of reviving this endangered vocal repertoire which is one of the major trademarks of local identity.

The provided classrooms are to be permanent spaces for continuous transmission of the learning and teaching techniques of the Glasoechko singing. As a result of this initiative, given by the practitioners themselves, 15 school children are already involved in the process. They are working with the oldest member of the Trio Gavrovski. 

As part of the safeguarding plan proposed, the same process will take place in other villages where individual and group practitioners of the element will be involved.

They will work in the school building during the weekend.

Since 2013, 15 families from the concerned community are involved in the safeguarding plan, supporting their children participating in the process of transmission of the element;

2. The practitioners proposed establishment of a Centre for Documentation and Research of the Male Two-Part singing from Dolni Polog, Tetovo. The Centre will be establish in the city of Tetovo and will have the following functions:

a. Continuous systematic field research (audio and visual recordings in loco, interviews with inheritors);

b. Storage of all material on traditional music of the region. Alongside storing and cataloguing the new material, it is necessary to gather, document, analyze and digitize all relevant material. Audio and visual materials should be on CDs and DVDs, and other documentation on hard drives will be available to all interested individuals.

c. Professional help in revitalizing traditional contexts of performing and educating the public on the importance of the contexts.

d. Professional counselling of local communities in organizing traditional meetings of local singers who have to preserve their initial sense of communal socializing between performers and then present a summarized version of the living tradition.

The process will be implemented by the practitioners themselves and will be monitored by the responsible authorities appointed by the governmental network responsible for the ICH in Republic of Macedonia. 

3. Support by the local government and the governmental institutions (Ministry of Culture) in publishing folklore material in written form and on CDs and DVDs.

4. Support to the presentation of two-part singing from Dolni Polog on radio, television and Internet.

5. Educational activities: for the purpose of introducing innovative methodologies and technologies into communication and education, the safeguarding plans includes use of traditional singing workshops and stimulating the individuals who are engaged in these activities. In addition to professional improvement of music educators, it is also necessary to create a new didactic method for teaching two-part narrow interval singing and introduce specific solfeggio for the purpose of familiarizing the ear with the non-tempered characteristics of the two-part male singing from Dolni Polog, Tetovo.

6. Scientific research into the structure of the "glasoechki" traditional songs and the encouragement to the transfer of knowledge.

7. Introducing local musicians from different provenances, mostly of the younger generation, to the living tradition of their region and to the music nature of which cannot conform to the major-minor scale system, and so contribute to their more positive attitude towards traditional music as one of the important elements of the entire cultural identity.

8. Restoration of the "Zvukot na korenite" festival by providing financial support to the local organizers, who would then document the material presented at the festival. This would provide incentive for local practitioners, increase their importance and raise the awareness of their cultural heritage.

Competent bodies and human recourses involved in the safeguarding plan proposed:

The local self-government of the municipality of Jegunovce, the Cultural Heritage Protection Office, the Ministry of Culture, Ministry for Education and Science, the Institute for folklore "Marko Cepenkov" - Skopje and ICTM National Committee for Macedonia except financial support, will provide educated profiles trained in implementing the ICH legislative, musicians and ethnomusicologists which will be directly involved in the safeguarding plan proposed. They will be working with the practitioners and their training, yet they will not be the one who will transmit the element. The element will be transited by the practitioners themselves. 

Some of the practitioners, such as the youngest member of Trio Gavrovski, have educational background and are already trained and suitable for implementing the proposed measures.

Ministry of Culture and Ministry for Education and Science through their annual programs predominantly provide the financial support for all planned activities for safeguarding and promotion of the element. 

The Cultural Heritage Protection office together with the Institute for folklore research "Marko Cepenkov" - Skopje and ICTM National Committee are mostly active in the expert assistance in the process of operationalization of the safeguarding plan and timetable.
The local self-government will provide a financial support for function of the male singing group inside the KUD "Izvor" in the municipality of Jegunovce, also support in human recourses for documenting and promoting the glasoechko singing.
Participation of the Community: 

The proposed safeguarding measures were all suggested during the preparation of the nomination. All activities were suggested in close cooperation with the concerned community and the local government of the minuciplaty of Jegunovce. Since the element is mostly important for the Macedonian population that live in Dolni Polog, and considering the fact that the element is threatened by increased migration of the Macedonians from the Dolni Polog region to Skopje (the capitol of Republic of Macedonia), the Macedonian community had very active and important role in preparing the plan activities. They are much aware that this element will promote their culture in the region and will represent an example of how a tradition should be safeguard and transmit to the younger generation which will make them stay on their homeland.

The members of Trio Gavrovski and the general manager of TV Kiss (local station), as well as a artistic director of the KUD Izvor, Jovica Blazevski most actively participated in all stages of preparation of the nomination process and well in the planned activities.   

Timetable and budget:

In cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Education and Science, the local communities are ready to implement projects to safeguard, preserve, maintain and make Glasoechko more visible and popular among the youngsters as a specific, endangered musical tradition recognized by the wider community. A possibility also exists to carry out a project of recording performances which the wider community is ready to initiate. These and other initiatives would be implemented over a period of five years with support given to local festivals in the region and wider in the country (Dolneni folk festival, Festival “The Sound of our Roots”, Folk Festival “Shara sings”, Folk Festival “Iljo Anteski Smok” and others) for promoting this singing style.
Timetable for 2013 - 2018

Time period

Activity

Bodies and individuals involved

Budget provided by the state and local government

Results

2013 - 2014

mapping and registering the main practitioners in the given region 

trained profiles from the competent bodies involved (Cultural heritage protection office, ICTM National Committee of Macedonia, Institute for folklore from Skopje)

2000 USA $ provided by the Ministry of Culture 

Creating realistic list of practitioners

2013 - 2018

Transmission of the element in the provided spaces in the schools in several villages 

Main bearers and practitioners of the element: Trio Gavrovski, Trio Podgorija, Folk group Izvor and individuals

3000 USA$ provided by the Local government

providing permanent space for transmission, teaching and learning 

2015 

Establishing a Centre for Documentation and Research of the Male Two-Part singing from Dolni Polog, Tetovo in the city of Tetovo

Local government and practitioners from the Macedonian community in Tetovo region

5000 USA$ provided by the State and the Local government

Already explained in the file U3.b.

2016 - 2017

Publishing materials that will document, archive and promote the element on regional and national level

State bodies, TV Kiss and Local government

7000 USA$

Promotion and dissemination of the element and raising the awareness of the importance of the element on local and national level

2015 - ...

Renewing of the festival "The sound of the roots" for traditional singing and dancing in Dolni Polog

Ministry of Culture, TV Kiss and Local government, implemented by the local organizers which are the bearers of the element

5000 USA$ annual budget provided by the Ministry of Culture and Local government

Providing space and visibility of the element on local and regional level

2016 - 2018

Workshops for learning the Glasoechko singing

Music High school in Tetovo, Trio Gavrovski and Folk group Izvor

1000 USA$ annual budget provided by the Local Government and the school

Raising awareness for the cultural and social importance of the element, as well as regarding the specific music characteristics of this type of singing as an important ICH element in the region.

For 2014 and 2015 the State approved a budget of 8 000 USA$ for the work of the folk singing groups Izvor, Trio Gavrovski and Trio Podgorija. These measures, arranged between the community, the local government and the Cultural Heritage Protection Office/Ministry of Culture of Republic of Macedonia, reflects the coordination of efforts between the bearers and the State. 

In the last two years the State is much aware of the importance of the element, in that direction the group Trio Gavrovski has participated on several important concerts in the state and abroad. Their performance was fully supported by the Ministry of culture;

In 2015, the element will be recorded by the National Radio and Television, the budget is 10 000 USA$ for filming a documentary on the element and recording a CD with Glasoechki songs. The material is aimed to be distributed on the national broadcasting network, archives, libraries, local and national institutions, schools and other relevant subjects.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding 
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Institute for Folklore Research “Marko Cepenkov” – Skopje
Name and title of the contact person:

Velika Stojkova Serafimovska MA./ Researcher of vocal tradition
Address:

Ruzveltova 3, 1000 Skopje
Telephone number:

+ 389 75 290 526
E-mail address:

lika73@yahoo.com
Other relevant information:

: http://ifmc.ukim.mk/
Name of the body:

Cultural Heritage Protection Office
Name and title of the contact person:

Ivona Opetcheska Tatarchevska MA. Adviser for folklore goods
Address:

Gjuro Gjakovikj 61, 1000, Skopje
Telephone number:

+ 389 75 288008
E-mail address:

i.tatarcevska@uzkn.gov.mk; itatarcevska@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

www.uzkn.gov.mk
Name of the body:

ICTM National Committee for Macedonia
Name and title of the contact person:

Velika Stojkova Serafimovska MA./Chair of the Committee
Address:

Maksim Gorki18, 1000,Skopje
Telephone number:

+ 389 75 290 526
E-mail address:

lika73@yahoo.com
Other relevant information:

http://www.ictmusic.org/world-network


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process 

	For Criterion U.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages.

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The submitted proposal for the nomination of the Glasoechko - male two-part singing in Dolni Polog was prepared with the full support of the concerned community, the local self-government of the municipality of Jegunovce, than three existing groups of singers (trio Gavrovski and Trio Podgorija and folk group Izvor as well as four individuals who are not organised in a group today. All of them are from different villages in Dolni Polog, but gravitate to the municipality of Jegunovce, since they have space there for realisation of their activities. Representatives of the community appreciated the initiative for the proposal, which is also one step of promoting and raising awareness of their intangible heritage on national and governmental level. This nomination is instantly increasing their will for safeguarding of the element. The local community, individuals and local folk groups gave their full support in providing all needed materials for the nomination file. Since the element is of a huge cultural and social importance for the region, and is on the verge of disappearance, this nomination inspired them to approach even more seriously to its local safeguarding and, as much as they can, to its transmitting to the younger generations.    

The conducted field research for the purposes of the nomination provoked positive reactions from the local population and the local TV station Kiss from Tetovo. They agreed to be recorded voluntarily, showed no inhibitions when asked to be recorded on video or tape to share their musical knowledge and brought in their own amateur audio and video recordings.
The introduction of the meaning and the purpose of the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention inspired them to give their own ideas to preserve this cultural asset in the following ways:

- Organizing education for the younger population in the villages themselves;

- Organizing and supporting local traditional music festivals;

- Documenting the element by filming documentary films and through field research;

- Creating the necessary condition to pass on the tradition on children through the educational

system;

- Securing state funding or other grants for projects to provide physical space and means to transmit the tradition. -   Clear example of how important to the local community is the preservation and safeguarding of Glasoechko assigning is the latest event which happened in Skopje for marking the tenth anniversary of the UNESCO Convention (Paris 2003). The event took place on 25th of October, 2013 in the Macedonian National Theatre – Skopje, under the direct auspices of the Minister of Culture of Republic of Macedonia. On the concert, two elements from Macedonia were presented and one of them was the Glasoechko singing. Trio Gavrovski performed glasoechki songs in the same day of the funeral of the wife of one of the singers. We were shocked by their determination to perform after such a tragedy, yet they insisted to do that in order to present the singing which is most important for their community. Therefore, they explained that the community itself encouraged them to perform on the concert.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimen of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The element is on the verge of disappearance, and while preparing the nomination for Urgent safeguarding, we encountered difficulties in identifying the bearers. 

Attached to the Nomination file are written (letter) format, free consents for the nomination of the element, signed by individuals, representatives of the community and local folk group. Beside the two music groups, (“Trio Gavrovski” represented here with new three individual statements from 2014) and trio “Podgorija” (remain their statement from 2011), we also provided written statements from the mayor of the local self-government of the municipality od Jegunovce Mr. Toni Kocevski and from the artistic director of the local Cultural Artistic Association ”Izvor” from Jegunovce, Jovica Blazevski.

We also provided statement from another 4 more individuals. They are peasants with low education, which asked for a very simple written form which they will understand and sign. So, we are resubmite their statements from 2011. 
They did expressed high will for orally sharing the knowledge and participate it the safeguarding plan. There are more individuals who have the knowledge of the element and are willing to transmit it but they are not formally organised in singing groups and it was difficult to identify them.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.

If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words.

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words 

	The songs sang in Glasoechko manner are open to public of community extent offering equal chances of learning and participation for all age categories from the society and doesn’t imply restrictions to anyone. In terms of the need for the urgent safeguarding of the element, there is no aspect of the tradition to necessitate any secrecy of a certain knowledge or practice. On the contrary, the aim of this nomination is to provoke the revitalizing of this type of singing without any secrecy of the singing techniques and/or knowledge. The local community is willing to transmit the centuries old singing tradition in its authentic form.


	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	1. Organization/Community: Trio "Gavrovski"

Name and title of the contact person: Miroslav Gavrovski MA

Address: Goce Delchev 206, Tetovo, Republic of Macedonia

Telephone number: +38978848050

E-mail address: mikigavrovski@yahoo.com
Other relevant information: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trio-Gavrovski/242821993455
2. Organization/Community: Cultural Artistic Association (KUD) “Izvor” –Jegunovce

Name and title of the contact person: Jovica Blazhevski – artistic director

Address: 101 bb , Jegunovce, Republic of Macedonia

Telephone number: ++ 389 71 376143

E-mail address: folklore_cika@yahoo.com
Other relevant information: https://www.facebook.com/kudizvor.jegunovce.1?fref=ts
3. Organization/Community: RTV KISS

Address: Ul. Blagoja Toska br. 10 Tetovo

Telephone number: + 389 44 334565

E-mail address: kiss@kiss.com.mk

	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion U.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’. 

Indicate below when the element has been included in the inventory, its reference and identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate below that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11 (b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Documentary evidence shall also be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different. It may be complemented by a reference below to a functioning hyperlink through which such an inventory may be accessed, but the hyperlink alone is not sufficient.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The process of inventorying the Glasoechko - male two-part singing in Dolni Polog as an ICH element started on the initiative of the Institute for folklore “Marko Cepenkov” – Skopje (authorised institution for protection of intangible cultural goods). The Cultural Heritage Protection Office received a proposal for inscription of the ICH Glasoechko - male two-part singing in Dolni Polog (ref. No. 28-3974/1). According to that proposal and to Article 40 paragraph 2, subparagraph 2 of the State Low for Protection of the Cultural Heritage (No. 20/04, 115-07, 118/11), on 08.03.2011 the Board of experts of Intangible heritage proposed that the element “Glasoechko - male two-part singing in Dolni Polog” should be proclaimed as an Exceptional cultural heritage, subcategory Great. The Cultural Heritage Protection Office of the Republic of Macedonia adopted this recommendation and proclaimed the element which is now inscribed in the National Registry of Cultural Heritage as an Exceptional cultural heritage, subcategory Great (ref. No. 28-3974/4). According to the National classification this element belongs to the Intangible cultural goods. 

The books of the National Registry of Cultural heritage in Macedonia is publicly open as a hard copy in the Ministry of Culture of Republic of Macedonia www.niskn.gov.mk; (only in Macedonian).

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of concerned community is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audio-visual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	1. Величковска, Родна: Македонско архаично повеќегласно пеење, предавање на Трибина насловена како:"Балканска полифонија" или Балканско повеќегласје" што се одржа во рамките на 34-те Белградски музички свежености БЕМУС во 2002 година;  

2. Величковска, Родна: Жетварското пеење во Македонија, Институт за фолклор, "Марко Цепенков", Посебни изданија, кн. 45, Скопје, 2002;

3. Ѓорѓиев Ѓорѓи: Македонско народно певање са узвикивањем (докторска дисертација), Факултет музичке уметности, Београд, 1985.

4. Константинов, Милош: Етничка територија на Македонците, Етнолошки преглед, 17, Београд, 1982, стр. 25-47.

5. Константинов, Милош: Македонци, Народите на светот, књ. 6, "Маринг", Скопје, 1992.

6. Смокварски  Ѓорѓи: "Архаичното двогласно бурдонско пеење во македонската народна музика", во: Народното творештво на почвата на Македонија: Историја на културата на Македонија, Прилози за истражувањето на историјата на културата на почвата на Македонија", книга 6, Скопје, МАНУ, 1998, стр. 151. 

7. Смокварски, Ѓорѓи: "Старо двогласно певање у македонској народној музици", Работата на XIII конгрес на СФЈ во Дојран 1966 година, Скопје, 1968, стр. 483-493.

8. Смокварски  Ѓорѓи: Архаичните форми на двогласното народно пеење на Балканот (докторска дисертација), одбранета на Факултетот за музичка уметност во Скопје при Универзитетот "Кирил и Методиј" - Скопје, 1983 година. (Ракопис). 

9. Ж. Фирфов, "Колективно вокално музицирање у Македонији", Рад V конгреса СФЈ (Зајечар - Неготин 1958.), Београд, 1960, стр. 213;

10. Фирфов Живко: Македонски музички фолклор, песни II, музички ред. Живко Фирфов, Методија Симоновски, ред. на текстовите Ристо Ст. Проданов, Скопје, Фолклорен институт на НР Македонија 

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Elizabeta Kancheska Milevska, PhD
Title:
Minister of Culture of Republic of Macedonia
Date:
31 March 2014
Signature:
<signed>


	   Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s)  (For multi-national nominations only)
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