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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Bulgaria

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Surova folk feast in Pernik region

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Народният празник Сурова в Пернишко  (Narodniat praznik Surova v Pernishko)

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Happy New Year, Surova, Surva, Survakari games (children going from house to house wishing people a Happy New Year), St. Basil’s Day, New Year

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	Village communities in Pernik region participate in the Surova Folk Feast. The performers in the survakari masquerade games are groups formed in each village consisting of 50-60 people – men, women and children, performing their games in several dozens of villages. Generally for the region the participants in the masquerade groups are over 2500 people, called survakari, survashkare, sirviskare, mechkare. Practically the Feast includes village communities which have no survakari group of their own (usually because of the small number of inhabitants), since the masked groups visit all houses not only in their own village but in neighbouring villages as well. 

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The element is concentrated in the region of Pernik with administrative center the town of Pernik, located in Central Western Bulgaria near the capital. The region is a part of the ethnographic area Shopluk and the population of the region amounts to 133,530 people. The element is widespread in other villages in Western Bulgaria.

The folk feast Surova with the traditional masquerade games is a live practice in the following towns and villages in Pernik region: Bela Voda, Yardzhilovtsi, Dragichevo, Kralev Dol, Lyulin, Batanovtsi, Cherna Gora, Leskovets, Meshtitsa, Golemo Buchino, Bogdanov Dol, Vitanovtsi, Rasnik, Kovachevtsi, Sirishtnik, Kosacha, Chepino, Svetlya, Gabrov Dol, Lobosh, Elov Dol, Divlya, Izvor, Stefanovo, Drugan, Begunovtsi, Kosharevo, Velkovtsi, Dolna Sekirna, Gigintsi, Noevtsi, Slakovtsi, Radomir, Kopanitsa, Divotino, Peshtera, Kalishte, Zemen, Dren, Rakilovtsi, Banishte.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mrs.
Family name:

Mishkova
Given name:

Iglika
Institution/position:

Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Curator
Address:

6a, Moskovska str., Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
Telephone number:

00359 2 8052623
E-mail address:

iglika.mishkova@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

Experts from IEFSEM-BAS:

Assoc. Prof. Vania Mateeva, PhD (e-mail : vanimat@abv.bg)

PhD Milena Lyubenova  (e-mail: istoria76@hotmail.com)

Expert from Regional Historical Museum- Pernik- Cvetanka Manova (e-mail: c.manova@abv.bg)


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	     

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (           )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Folk Feast Surova in Pernik region takes place every year on 13th and 14th January – New Year according to the old calendar. For local communities nowadays Surova is the most favourite feast. The core of the element is the masquerade ritualism which for many generations has served as a positive transition from the old to the new year. The immediate participants of these ancient but still alive new year rites are survakari masquerade groups, playing and going around the villages. All participants wear masks; some of them perform special masquerade roles, e.g. „the leader”, „the newlyweds”, „the priest”, „the bear with the bear-leaders”.

In the evening of January 13th, survakari go to the village centre, light and play around fires, and tease the people watching around. They also visit other neighbouring villages or meet other masquerade groups. They all play the ring dance horo and have fun. Early in the morning of January 14th the masked men gather together again to walk over the village and visit every house. In all houses, they ritually "marry the young couple”, and "the bear mauls for good health”. The hosts are waiting for them with a ritually set table, treat them to a good meal and give them presents. The visit of the masked men to each house is a must.

By the beginning of the 20th century only the young single men from the community masked themselves because the element performed initiation functions directly related to men's initiation and marriage.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The bearers of the element are ordinary people. The participants in the survakari games are not professionally related to the conducting of the feast Surova and have no institutional obligations concerning its realization. They go out and play spontaneously, by tradition, like their predecessors did. 

Each group establishes its own organization for the conducting of the feast and includes all inhabitants in the village. The survakari choose their leader and determine the performers of the special characters. During the feast the leader is listened to and obeyed unconditionally.

Every year the participants make their masks themselves that is why the latter are unique works of folk applied arts.  

Local authorities directly take part in the conducting of the feast. Very often the mayors disguise themselves as survakari and even leaders of the groups. The community centres in some villages assist in the preparation of the feast by providing premises for the making and the storage of the masks and the costumes, as well as for the meeting of the groups. Beyond the days of the Surova they make agreements for visits of the masquerade groups to other settlements in Bulgaria and for their participation in similar feasts abroad. 

After the feast, survakari have a special meeting and decide on the use of the collected resources and donations, depending on the problems and need in their villages. Most frequently they meet needs of the community centres or needs general for the village. The local authorities take into consideration their decisions.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The survakari masquerade tradition in the communities of Pernik region is passed down naturally from a generation to a generation, from old to young people and children, as this has always been in a traditional society. Nowadays most of the performers of the survakari games live in close or distant towns but on the weekends they visit their native villages with their families for the preparation of the feast. Whole families are engaged in collecting the materials for the masks and the other attributes during the entire year. Evenings on end the adults teach the young people and children how to make the masks, the costumes, to combine the bells in tonality. They also show old photographs from the feast Surova and share their experiences from previous years. In many villages, the children make their own groups for the masquerade games and completely copy the characters and the behaviour of the older survakari.

At the time of Surova the villages are visited by thousands of guests from the region, the country and from abroad, who not only watch, but also play and have fun with the masked participants. Thus the feast attracts followers, adherents and friends who often take part in the masquerade later. Thanks to this natural way of passing down the element, its bearers nowadays amount to several thousands.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	A continuous form of communication among people from different social, professional and age groups is realized through the element's implementation based on handing down, assimilation and expression of traditional knowledge and skills, and through the integration of a certain recognized and approved by the feast way of thinking and feeling.

Surova plays a perspective-integrating role in the construction of a "bridge between the generations”. The attractiveness of the masquerade holiday experience appeals to the young people and raises their self-esteem as continuers of the tradition and interpreters of the cultural originality of their village communities. In the preparation of Surova feast, the participants in the masquerade always do their best their masks and costumes to differ from those of the neighbouring village.

Survakari groups are set up mostly by the socially active bearers of the element. These people participate as a core in all other feasts in the village. In the last few decades the survakari groups initiate new all-village feasts where all the inhabitants of the village are invited. Those are survakari fairs and other survakari celebrations which, by their spirit, form, and standards of behaviour are in unison with the traditional cultural events in the village. 

Often survakari groups for masquerade games donate the collected funds to orphans and poor people which exerts a stabilizing effect in the small village communities.  

Thus, Surova feast performs consolidating and cultural functions within the relevant community and among the local communities in the region.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In the past, only the unmarried men has the right to perform the masquerade games at the Surova feast. Nowadays men of all ages and also women and children participate equally and actively in them, which is perceived by everyone with joy and nobody is discriminated. There are even groups led by women and girls. 

Nowadays the practicing of the element is a peculiar form of informal education in tolerance and respect to other cultures, religions and ethnicities. Masked and disguised Roma people, who often participate in the groups for the masquerade games, take part in the feast and in the all-village gaiety directly and equally. In the town of Radomir for instance for the past few years a masquerade group appears which consists only of Roma, who celebrate both Surova and their feast Bango Vasil. The foreigners and the students living in this region are also interested and take part in the masquerade which is regarded very positively by the local community. 

The survakari groups in the different villages are free and open formations which maintain a community life; each of them collectively makes decisions and implements them, concerning not only the feast but the development of the village. Although they compete in making original masks for distinguishing their village, they exchange attributes for the successful conducting of the feast. New friendships are being formed in the course of this beneficial exchange.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The entry of the Surova Folk Feast into the representative list of the intangible cultural heritage of mankind would be an acknowledgement for the local community which accepts the element as emblematic and representative of its own cultural identity. The community, becoming aware of its significance, would protect it with even greater care. A solid spiritual foundation will be established for reviving the community bearers of the element, especially in villages that are in decline. 

The governmental, cultural and scientific institutions will monitor the state of the element and will provide institutional support. The international recognition will focus the attention of the public and the media onto the significance of the element as a valuable resource of the intangible cultural heritage, on a national and world-wide scale. Further attention will be paid to its popularization in the country and in the international community.

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The Surova feast is a significant regulator of the relations inside the local community. The survakari groups play an important role for their villages not only during the celebrations but in everyday life as well. In different situations (harvesting, implementation of an important local project, supporting disadvantaged people, etc.), they are the first whom the local authorities and the inhabitants ask for support. The entry of the Surova Folk Feast will emphasize its significance inside the community itself and will stimulate the dialogue of welfare among the residents.

The masquerade groups from Pernik region have long ago established friendly contacts with Bulgarian and European communities, practicing similar elements of the intangible cultural heritage. They have visited more than 100 cities in 26 countries and have shown to their communities the skills and knowledge passed by former generations in relation with the element of the intangible cultural heritage practiced by them.

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The masquerade games around the world are numerous and with different cultural characteristics. They are an illustrative example of the cultural diversity of the communities and of the inexhaustible resource of human creativity. The Surova Folk Feast with its masquerade games represents a live cultural practice passed on across generations. The inscription of the element in UNESCO's Representative list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity will present the cultural diversity in both synchronic and diachronic plan.

As a work of folk art, the survakari's masks are unique products of human creativity. The recognition and the provision of their visibility on international scale will contribute to the acknowledgement of the element as a part of the world's cultural treasure-house and will be a stimulus for contemporary arts.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The viability of Surova is guaranteed by its transmission in a natural environment, by its function as a resource of creativity and expression of the young generation, of people of different age and social status, as well as by its consolidating role for local communities as a whole. It is not only permanent village residents who take part in the element's practicing, but also many people living in urban environments. It is prestigious for the family one of its members to participate in the survakari group. It is not an exaggeration to say that in the region of Pernik every house keeps memories about traditional Surova – from the live reminiscence to the masks and the photographs on the walls.

At schools and community centres, various manifestations related to the feast are continuously encouraged. Before Surova, competitions are organized for making masks as souvenirs that are further presented in exhibitions. Masquerade rituals are re-created even with the youngest children. Survakari and local cultural figures collect illustrative material, make and present video-films for each performance. Each group has its own archive. There are masks, costumes and requisite in the public places. Exhibitions of thousands of bells are organized during big celebrations in the village. The young people use the Internet to share information about these events. A special blog was created to comment on the impressions from the Surova and the masquerades (http://surva.wordpress.com). The personal profiles in Faсebook are full of hundreds of pictures, comments and ideas about the feast.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The state relies on the local communities, their initiative and activity for the preservation of the element. The municipal administrations with the culture departments in the region of Pernik, the Regional Historical Museum and the local museums in the smaller villages study, document, keep and popularize the traditional masquerade games at Surova and financially support them. 

In order to maintain the Surova Feast the Municipality of Pernik established in 1966 the Festival of the Masquerade Games. Nowadays it takes place at the end of January every year - two weeks after it has been held in the villages. From the very beginning, although announced as "regional", the festival incorporated groups for masquerade games from the whole country and acquired a national character. The festival in Pernik stimulates the revival of the masquerade games in a number of villages and the appearance of other festival events in urban environment. In 1985 its statute became international under the title of International Festival of Masquerade Games Surova. Nowadays more than 100 groups with more than 6000 masked performers take part in this festival with international participation. National and foreign media actively cover the events. The general interest in the Surova Feast with the masquerade games further motivates its bearers to protect and pass the element with care. The addition of the latter to the National Representative List of elements of the intangible cultural heritage in 2012 is an acknowledgement of its value and guarantees the engagement of the governmental institutions.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	The Folk Feast of Surova in Pernik region takes place without the direct intervention of public institutions. Nowadays the participation of men and women of all ages in the mask rituals is accepted with marked approval by the community. The practicing of the element is carried out with no difficulties in its natural rural environment. The general celebration during the event leaves the ritual framework established by the traditions and turns into a leading stimulus for the participation of the members of the community. The impressive survakari masks and the thousands of bells with different tones combined into a common rhythm and tune attract new participants and followers.  

Nevertheless the Folk Feast of Surova in Pernik region is endangered by the fast depopulation of the villages. In some of them there are not more than 40-50 residents – old people mostly. The unemployment forces the young people to seek means of support elsewhere. This poses a serious challenge to all village feasts, especially for the masquerade games whose main actors are the young people and the children. The life of the Surova Folk Feast depends on the State's social and economic policy concerning the multitude of settlements without perspectives for employment and development. .

The entry of the element into UNESCO's Representative List of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity will not endanger but will bring support for its bearers and will confirm their self esteem as guardians and transmitters of cultural traditions – a way of coping with the hard daily routine. The wide popularization and the professional estimation at international level would stimulate the governmental institutions to resourceful support of the communities in the depopulated and declining villages in the region. The tourist agencies could include in their destinations the villages where the masquerade games take place, in order to encourage the cultural tourism. This in turn will improve at least to a certain extent the quality of life in the villages and will provide a basis for sustained development in perspective. 

The inscription of the element into the Representative List of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity would not endanger its vitality because the measures undertaken in this respect have proved their positive effect over the years. The most important of them are the following:

The viability and the preservation of the Surova Folk Feast in Pernik region are bound to the care about the Festival of the Masquerade Games in the dynamics of the political, public, economical, social and cultural changes in the country. The permanent concern about the Festival has a sustained effect on the Bulgarian masquerade feasts in general. Despite the financial difficulties, the Municipality of Pernik annually provides for the several days' presence of all masquerade groups participating in the festival. Even this year, eight months only after the earthquake in the region of Pernik (May 22, 2012 - 5.8 on the Richter scale), when many public buildings and people’s homes were damaged, the festival was organized and took place. 

Every year new and attractive forms are sought for the organization of events parallel to the Surova Feast in both rural environment and urban environments. In the villages of Pernik region talented young people make traditional survakari masks throughout the year and grant them to the participants in the Feast. The Municipality of Pernik encourages those makers by establishing workshops for masks, in order to enable the development of this craft which in turn would support the manifestation of the rural festivity at Surova. The local authorities invite other craftsmen as well to demonstrate their skills and works and to create an atmosphere of proximity to tradition.

The Regional Historical Museum in cooperation with the leaders of the survakari groups, the mayors and the interested administrative bodies, organizes discussions on the overcoming of the existing problems.

There are also annual scientific conferences held in public dedicated to the Surova feast and the Bulgarian masquerade festivity. Editions are printed containing the results from conducted research and collected materials on this theme. In 2013 scientists from other countries take part in these conferences. The Municipality of Pernik published and disseminated several albums with masks.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Ministry of Culture will continue with the addition of the Surova masquerade games into the national annual cultural calendar, supporting financially some of its activities. (http://mc.government.bg).

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Science will continue to include the studying of the traditional masquerade games in the freely selected educational activities under various programs (for instance, the program Success), aiming at the gaining of knowledge about our cultural heritage.

The local authorities will continue to support organizationally and financially the measures mentioned in item 3 for the preservation of the element and to plan new forms in this respect.

Recently the Municipality of Pernik adopted a resolution on establishing a National Museum of the Mask in the town of Pernik. For this purpose, a building was selected with special halls for work with children. In the next two years traditional masks will be collected not only from Pernik region, but also from all over the country where masquerade games take place. They will be exposed by contemporary audio-visual means in an appropriate environment. Not only the performers of the element, but the broad public in the country and abroad, will be given the chance to join the Surova Feast and to get acquainted with the variety of the Bulgarian traditional masks and practices.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	An important factor in joining the groups practicing the element in the institutionally committed measures for its preservation are the specialists from the Municipality of Pernik, the museum curators and the representatives of the media that popularize the masquerade games in all possible ways. The survakari games are broadcasted live on national and local TV channels. The Departments of Culture in Pernik and in the smaller towns in the region regularly invite the survakari groups for participation in different celebrations throughout the year because of their attractiveness. Often these events have political character. In this way they actively participate in the social and cultural life in the country. This additionally encourages their self confidence of direct bearers of a recognizable and significant element of the intangible cultural heritage in Bulgaria. 

Advertising materials are elaborated, published and funded during the preparation of the Surova Feast and other concomitant activities in the villages by the groups themselves or by local cultural formations interested in the element, local year-round masks exhibitions. These and the aforementioned measures for the preservation of the element (National Museum of the Mask, publications of albums, workshops for masks, etc.) are planned and developed not so much by the institutions as by its bearers. It is a traditional practice the survakari from Pernik region to grant their masks to interested institutions, organizations, persons, etc. from other countries. Their models are in the exhibitions of museums in Belgium, France, Hungary, Serbia, Canada, etc.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Regional Historical Museum – Pernik
Name and title of the contact person:

Emiliya Velinova Nikolova – Director
Address:

Republic of Bulgaria, 2300 Pernik, 2, Fizkulturna Street 
Telephone number:

00359 76 603118; 00359 711355
E-mail address:

museum_pernik@abv.bg


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The idea of adding the Folk Feast of Surova to the National Representative List of the intangible cultural heritage was taken up by the communities themselves - by the bearers of the element, after informing them about the established and functioning National System "Living Human Treasures – Bulgaria".  According to the rules of the program, the institutional responsibility at local level for the implementation of the procedures was assumed by the Regional Historical Museum – Pernik. The initiative was supported by the regional and the municipal administrations, the municipalities in the villages where the element is practiced. The Department of Culture of the Municipality of Pernik cooperated in the gathering of representatives of all survakari groups where an official resolution to apply for national selection was adopted. The heads of the groups and the secretaries of the community centres in no time collected and submitted archival and contemporary photographs, amateur and professional films about the Surova Feast in Pernik region for the elaboration of the needed documentation, as well as materials on appearances of the survakari groups in the country and abroad on other occasions. An orderly organization of collecting signatures for free and informed consent of each participant in the survakari group was implemented in the villages. Within a week only, several thousand signatures were collected from 31 villages in the region. The specialists from the Department of Culture in the Municipality of Pernik and from the regional administration collected additional information about the feast in all villages in the region. 

The participants in the Surova Folk Feast were informed about the meetings of the experts from the National Council for Intangible Cultural Heritage at the Ministry of Culture and about the progress of the selection. Whenever possible the values of the element were popularized among the general public as well as the significance of its addition to the National List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. An active media campaign was conducted which reached even the smallest settlements in the region. The participation of the communities and the groups – bearers of the element was direct and large-scale. 

After the nomination of the Surova Feast in Pernik Region at national level, it received the undivided support of the National Council for ICH by the resolution to elaborate its application for adding it to UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The leaders of the survakari groups on their own initiative established an organization for the elaboration of the needed documentation, declaring their free and informed consent. 

The elaboration of the application for inscription to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity was coordinated by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria and was implemented by experts from the Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies  with Ethnographic Museum at BAS, in collaboration with the Regional Historical Museum – Pernik with the active support of the Regional and the Municipal administrations of the town of Pernik, the municipalities and the community centres in the region.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Thirty six (36) declarations are attached which contain the preliminary informed consent for participation in the application of 36 survakari groups – bearers of the element. The declarations were specially elaborated in a standard form, the same for all groups, in two languages – Bulgarian and English. These were signed by the leaders of groups for this year and/or by the secretaries of the community centres in the relevant settlement, with the seal of the community centre and/or the Municipality. 

The survakari leaders were chosen freely and voluntarily by all participants in the groups at their general meeting, with voted confidence before the conduct of the Surova festival. In some villages where the group leaders had discussed the nomination of the element with the secretaries of the community centres, the declarations were signed by the secretaries of the community centres, on the grounds of the adopted general resolution. The free and informed consent on the element's nomination for UNESCO Representative List was declared by the survakari group leaders through their signature during a general meeting, which was held in the Palace of Culture – Pernik, in cooperation with the Culture Departments in the regional and the municipal administrations.

Letters of support are provided by the member of the survakari group of Gabrov dol, leaders of the groups of Bela voda and Kopanitsa  and the mayor of Bogdanol dol.

A list with data for the contacts in the communities is attached in the documentation. 

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	In the past when the survakari games were a part of men’s initiating New Year rites the masks were prepared in secret. During the ritual visiting of the houses in the village, according to the custom, the masked lad had his only chance to enter the house of his beloved, to acquire immediate impressions of her skills as a future bride, to try the ritual food, and to receive gifts prepared by her. According to stories told by elderly people, if the lad became convinced that the lass is worthy of becoming his wife, then he took off his mask in front of her which was the sign of an informal proposal for marriage

These specific aspects of the element are not functioning nowadays, but in the festive activities of the survakari the enacting of a marriage ceremony remains.


	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information


00359 76 649917  -  rekic_pk@abv.bg

	

	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Indicate below when the element has been included in the inventory, its reference and identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate below that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Documentary evidence shall also be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different. It may be complemented by a reference below to a functioning hyperlink through which such an inventory may be accessed, but the hyperlink alone is not sufficient.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The element was added to the National Inventory of ICH developed in the period 2001–2002 by an expert team from the Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, with the participation of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria and the coordinated by it regional administrative structures in the field of culture, including the national network of the Bulgarian community centres (in conformity with the Convention, in particular Art. 11 (b)). The Inventory covers the main fields of the ICH (according to the Convention, Art. 2.2.), it conforms to the specifics of the Bulgarian ICH and is formulated in six main sections, including lists of elements, organized in two levels – national and regional.

In the Bulgarian National Inventory, the element was added to the national list and to the regional list of Pernik region in the part Traditional Rituals and Fests/ Traditional Celebration of Orthodox Church and Folk Feasts – in the rubric "Celebration of St. Basil’s Day / Surva". Specific aspects of the element are fixed in other sections of the Register: Survakari's Play in the part "Traditional dancing and Children’s Games/ Ritual Dancing/Masquerade Games"; the making of the survakari masks - in the part "Traditional Crafts, Home Activities and Means of Living/ Making Objects for Rituals and Feasts (survakari masks)". The National Inventory was published on the official website of the Ministry of Culture: http://www.treasuresbulgaria.com/main.php.

 The element was inscribed to the National Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2012: http://mc.government.bg/page.php?p=46&s=13&sp=494&t=0&rec=2829.

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of concerned community is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audio-visual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Creed,Gerald W. Masquerade and Postsocialism.Ritual and Cultural Dispossession in Bulgaria.  Indiana University Press,2011.

Kraev, G. Български маскарадни игри. [Bulgarian Masquerade Games], Sofia, PH Alice-7, 1996.

Kraev, G. Маска и було – Българските маскарадни игри. [Mask and Veil – the Bulgarian Masquerade Games], Sofia, East-West, 2003.

Kraev, G. Обредното травестиране по българските земи през зимния календарен цикъл. – В: Обреди и обреден фолклор. [The Ritual Travesty jn the Bulgarian Lands in the Winter Calendar Cycle – In: Rituals and Ritual Folklore], Sofia, 1981.

Kraev, G. Пъзелът фолклор – насам и натам. [The Puzzle Folklore – Hither and Thither], Sofia, NBU, 2007.

Manova, Ts. Български обредни маски. [Bulgarian Ritual Masks], Sofia, 2000.

Manova, Ts. Женитбени белези на обичая Сурвакари в Западна България. [Marriage Signs of the Custom Survakari in Western Bulgaria] In: Vekove, 4, 1977, 24-31.

Manova, Ts. На Сурова в село Ръждавец. [At Surova in the Village of Ruzhdavets] In: Breznik I Breznishko, Sofia, 2005, p. 174 – 180.

Manova, Ts. Социалнопсихологически аспекти на съвременното проявление на обичая сурвакари в Пернишко. [Social-psychological Aspects of the Contemporary Manifestation of the Custom Survakari in the Region of Pernik]  In: Bulgarski Folklor, No 1, 1987, 61-65

Маска и ритуал. [Masks and Rituals], Symposium, Sofia, NBU, 1999.

Маскарадът и времето [The Masquerade and the Time], Symposium, Pernik, 2009.

Маскарадните игри – минало и съвременност. [The Masquerade Games – Past and Present] Symposium, Pernik, 1995.

Milyov, S., Tsv. Manova. Лица за маски – маски за лица [Faces for Masks – Masks for Faces] Album, Pernik, 2008.

Пътят на маскарада. [The Way of the Masquerade], Symposium, Pernik, 2012. 

Petrov, P. Кукери и сурвакари. [Mummers and Survakari] – Ibid, ХХVIII, Sofia, 1972.

Stamenova, Zh. Кукери и сурвакари. [Mummers and Survakari], Sofia, 1982.

Chalakova, D. Международен фестивал на маскарадните игри Сурова, Перник. [International Festival of the Masquerade Games Surova, Pernik], Pernik, 2012. 

Documental films:

Surova -  1968, the town of Bresnik, Pernik region; At the Surova Feast in the village of Baykal – 1973, BNTV; The Masks in the Village of Kosharevo – 1975, Nance, France; At the Sources of Humanity – 1978, commissioned by UNESCO; Regional Historical Museum Pernik: The Custom Surova in the village of Banishte – 1993, in the village of Bogdanov Dol – 1996, in the village of Gigintsi – 1997; It is Just Surva –  2006, Pernik, Surva – Rhythms and Sound – 2008, BNTV; The Valley of the Masks – 2010, TVT; The Spirit of Surova – 2012, TVT.

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Peter Stoyanovich
Title:
Minister of Culture of Bulgaria
Date:
30 June 2014 (revised version) 
Signature:
<signed>


	Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s)  (For multi-national nominations only)
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