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Oral traditions and expressions:

+  Poctry
Performing ars:

v Aldypala

= AL Taghroods
= AL Harblya

Social practices. ritwaks and festive cvents

o Majlis

+  Tood habits

«  Muarriage traditions
+  Coffee

+  Children Games

»  Falconry

Knowledge and practices cnncorning nature and the univere
. Wells

Tradivonal crafismanship:

« Al Sadu

+  Camel gear

+  Palm ree fronds

+  Garment and women fashion
+  [Henna

+  Men, and women costumes.
o Jewelry
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Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Inventory

I-Razfa: A Traditional Performing Art of the UAE
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Identification of element

Domain ' Performing Arts
|
Name of Al-Razfa
element
Al-Razfa is also known as Al-Harbiya
Name
Characteristics | The men form two straight rows facing each other about 10 metres

of the element

apart: they take turns to chant and wave thin sticks in time to the
music. The area between the rows is very lively. occupied by
musicians and individual performers of a dance called Youla,
which symbolizes their determination for victory. They
demonstrate their strength and skill by twirling their replica
weapons. throwing them into the air and then catching them.

The chanted poems are of the Nabati poetry tradition, and some
are several centuries old. Nowadays new poems are written and
themes include courage, loyalty and romance.

Originally, Al-Razfa was unaccompanied by musical instruments.

During the 1990s tambourines and Aud were introduced. and in |

this century electronic keyboards were added. Al-Razfa become |

popular. especially with the younger generation who learn the |

steps through participating in family social events.




Practitioner | Diverse social categories in different areas, such as Bedouins,
| Sheikhs. sub-associations in the UAE. Abu Dhabi Authority for

Culture and Heritage. Emirates Heritage Club, Ministry of |

| Education. and Ministry of Youth and Community Development.

|

!
Geographic 1 All areas of the UAE including desert and mountainous areas

range

Al-Razfa is considered by the majority of rural and urban
communities throughout the UAE as an important element of their
intangible cultural heritage, providing them with a sense of
identity and continuity. It is classified within the domain of
Brief description | performing arts. but it also includes oral expressions and social
practice and festive events.

It is performed by both men and women. Although it originated

among the Bedouin desert tribes. it has become widespread among

settled communities. Originally performed to celebrate victory., it

‘ has a lively catchy rhythm and has recently become very popular.
[t is regularly broadcast on TV, radio and even YouTube. and

| football players have been known to spontaneously sing and

[ perform Al-Razfa when they score a goal.

I

. Young females add to the beauty and rhythm of the performance.
| They would dance by swinging their long black hair and swaying
! their bodies in tune to the strong beat of music.

There are many safeguarding activities which have been
implemented to support Al-Razfa. both by the communities

| themselves and by the State Parties. Many heritage associations |

| hold training sessions for young people. to teach them performing
| arts.
!




| Today professional singers play an important role in encouraging |
audience participation. Al-Razfa is performed at most weddings |
and national festivities. |

| Workshops and demonstrations have been held to discuss the Al- ‘
. Razfa heritage.

Heritage bearers, community leaders. and performing art troupes
have enthusiastically contributed to the nomination file for the
inscription of Al-Razfa on the Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage.

Detailed description:

Restrictions
There are no restrictions on Al Razfa.

| Photos and videos footage are obtained from Abu Dhabi Media
Company and Sharjah Directorate of Heritage.
Letters of support were received from NGO's and government
Authorities

Assignment of
cession of rights

|
|

! Documentation

.l 1. Al-Haddad. Saeed Mubarak. 2005. Terminologies of Al-
‘ Ayyala (in Arabic). Al-Ain, UAE: Zayed Centre for

| Heritage and History.

AlHaddad. Saeed: Razfat Al-Ayyala. 1992, Abu Dhabi !
AlHaddad. Saeed: Al Ettihad Newspaper, vol 97. 26 july |
i 1993 .
i 4. Al-Nakheel Association for Performing Art: UAE

and resources

L) I

i
Community folk. Abu Dhabi. 1996 ,

5. AlHaddad. Saeed: Al-Senyar TV Show. Fujairah FM. UAE ]
Albudoor. Khalid. Sada Al-Ayvam TV Show




Bodies and
organizations
participating in
the study

Abu dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority/ Intangible Heritage
Department

Emirates Heritage Club

Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development

Data providers

Abeer Yousif
Reserch: Dr. Saeed Haddad
13.06.2011

The last update
to the data

Feb - March 2014




Intangible Heritage Department
Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Inventory

[-Razfa: A Traditional Performing Art of the UAE

Saalia Haa.»ﬂ Syl A q-\ﬁi el o Ad

B ol 5l chaaiall Ay gell 2o LY



ehaYl () 5id ‘ Jial |
|
| basiall A yad) DLV Al g3 3 sl elaf 8 ; 48 ) ) W
Al-Razfa: A traditional performing art in the United Arab Emirates
4 all Al pd

o8 A gl e Laal s Baniall A ol LY Al pn 8 M el

o8 il LT ¢ ks g0l 8 5lal Ay el Ahaiall 8 Ayl yaal) Bl
5L Alaludl labiall 8 dasass M Gaall 3 Llls 0 iy A gl @ 935 pen
Jom Adaall Bhiiall 3 IS o Ly Aadll 55 Slane 548 L2l 5 0
" gl Aikaia iy 5 sl

d‘i = = if @Jj:ul

Oe ey Baaiall Ay jall S jlaYl A ga ikl 5o 31S e & il Alaa
bl e g adl LS g Al sall el
5 13gd 5 gl ¥ Aleal) Lids S aa g J.uu

Lass dd ) ll &l 3EY) Aldall 4 died Cile ganall any
Dol Al A e JSaT sl B el é.\g.liﬁl'l eyl g d.)ﬁ
| Al g el Silelaall
| on amadl d Ela an gy colaaall i Gl ) Ayl il
iladisall
| Aadll Ll B 7 sl JilS
O 5 (AL 5 €yl (23 ol ol 488 e Al 35
s yall A8 585 Ayl Loy o Juladl
| dran g Aadll Gy 8 e )l dgeen Jle il Agieall Cilgmanll
I Y & i3 é.xl.u celai O.gid) Hrdn_g.al
in Slss Al Ledile g ¢ _ﬁ_....Lu‘:J'l el sale 58 g1 (20l

CUA.AJLAA.“




Basl ) ALkl 3 JuaYl e sl |

(o gy Ay 0 - |
«_“.um\.” J}l‘djg‘jﬁ'l‘g'gcm‘u&hé;“ d.a;u.“ }A))i.h_,;.“ - i
(4 |
O el —
(el e S gall) LSl
il D8 aea (e ) gganll - |
Lala 1) 9 pli¥1 038 5 guals | gasal g 8 fadll gaipally Hgiaall —
a3l AS HLaal) aandii gb ol agan (S5 40 53 d

. sinall Sl il 3 51} / ABE g Aalaud] ks ool Aia K | 0 8
ol eyl 55 gl /e il g &l il gl ) S e .

_eﬁ#leﬁlﬂljaﬁ@'ﬂaﬂjj *

0o pall s gl

A ) A B 538l (e (38 o g A el A el Aa b N 5058 Clse il 02 gy (A8 )
S e A1 jall g Aol adle ¢ ohai Lo JS5 Basiall Ay jall ol jLa¥1 Al ga 80 yal) Alpuay!
s ¢ AdalS o yAN) sl Gla dld 1 Ll inall 5 Aagilld A dle YYD 3 asaliag
O dgigasian Byl Osill oda HAT ) Bl g jall g cdoill (b g Al g o5 0 5 ¢ ila )
ol ol Abiaall ALl A plall sl Gl il (W ey ol 355 il o] 531 Can g A g dll

Y5 Aalgll 5 33 pall 5 Al sa Mg cp SIS (BIAY) o )80 e Jails

A 5ells 1) g pgaial Cupm o galdll pe HE aghl 5 e Lala T juaic 35 )1 Cilelaall ias
OSary . Jua¥) e Ll 59 a3l (s (98 (M L U 3 5my SLEE Y iany lin Jual 5l
Adlial Saal

i i) Lgile i 5 Lgilariy aaiy oo LY Al ga b e 5300 e e ganar &3 1 e
Jie e LaaWt cluidl DA c.m;a.“ ald g JLac'}ﬂ a e bl g Jla M oy N Lo jlay
10 3 o andl agiany (llis fpia A Jla )l ~—s-1=-ae Agida gl Sl ygeall g 21 5 5
o0 g ¢l all 5 Ay 5 M5 oy pllans gall g ol L iy ) ALl ABLiall b 5 ¢ yia 20

4S e pnai LS agaeany DS jall ey ehaly () ga sy Adliae &y pee B ) (el Jls

3




DN gudl 0 ysmd 38 A (e Il el am i pal) gl 5 Jlan I 3 jall il
Ayl

il s 5l

gl g dd 5,0 -

J_,AJPA.:.H_).E.\ LGJL....‘;_aLuiuJ.u_H;S_)SMYJA_uJJwJ@)bmmd&YbM
n@g@l@y;wjleﬁmqmewim%&m@lu\ﬂl;&iﬂijd;w
Ll 58 oLy il e A e A A0 il gl f i) (a0 e o ol 12a
die g 85 Cpedl g eSall o) g Liakal 2ag al g el Blaty Lo JS o W b 5 Leslin il
3 gy dle SLELLY) 5 4 32 Sas Y o3 algia ¥ 1aa gl apaal f o ) aeia 59 ALl
ok o pagpadliie 84l

ol A il 5 glat Bayey Aia ) a4l U 3 gay Gall 138 Of J ) LSl 138 aa g
Adlei 3 ) g Lgle ddingn Al a) gl g ) 5l

3).1.54& s:%.nn.m.“a.\.e_\\;i).a‘,r'muﬂ‘djﬁﬁbhujiémglu)JM}swiui
J 529 8aadall Ay pall Sl HLa) At g0 o HLS e Al Aia Cpiall Cape 381 Agia Sl S e
ji@m]@h“’YéJ\@M‘w%cﬂj shj\é)ﬁuldﬁ_u.“;).awg.\‘gﬁ)ajé,}lﬂi

L yal Jalas

dle Aadlaall 3 kg paiadl g g i)

Aaigall g dgnpall e laall g ol 5 Adaid g3 2y AV Sl & jeaiall 13g] g 3l OIS S3)
A5 0 s W LS 5 e pedid g gad g5 peran s B mdliall aiBlle 5 peilia aSa A8l 02gs
il o el 5 AT Ags (g e DAl 138 ) gLl ) b gania 5 oline b o
Ve 3o LY gl paind Jlasia g g agaa Jaalip Baand s 48 )0 o0 duaaly sacliall JuaY!
Sai LY (olall anad die aa e U AS ) gidll 4l 5 5asall ad 2l 5 agilale e § %
a8 )l 03¢ peila (e Cpsllnia ¢ all g 3¢l pel 1 5S (g 0 plans 2aa Aiad (5,30 i 5 ) gecn
i ) ol s (LAY Calida b IS L e yuaiall gl g il jeaiy Vg a0
Slliall g g 3 lealiog JUia¥l ade a3l of o a1 ALl ks o gl JUiiaY! aie
a_l:.Q}AEL.EHJLS'J':‘Lﬂuﬁdjag@ulé@_]l}yjjsc_uﬂiJJ_‘;Laﬁ;i.ﬁ::.ll
Lg.l.\..a_,Jv\.a_).uPLd‘wuhmebljuujlfugia‘j@méid_,..\.n.n_itk.ll.n.n‘\.&_)_)d):.m
ooV idke 81508550 Aakaal 2o Y1 Bl g Casnd any Las g lgr AV iyl g

_oo_y_,nd*&:.;dr-wn]\j]@@ﬂi@k}”d&m}lhﬂmdhwcﬁﬂnaﬂj

Slgall Lgs o8 Al Adelall Slaaloadl @llly juaiall gl oo g 8l 5y o )l pnaall e
gl g &l sl e ey 8 AT ‘a\_)uytuja#mﬂw}m}h@wlwt
Ml}&ﬂ‘dh&&:\h}ua\}qsdwl‘mgjlaéaﬁﬁ?]dj\ @Um@;&\n@a‘n



I e b e palh i Jad Lealal g Ledhn o Lalsal 3l 5,8 Gl Ada il gy ¢y 50l
&H}j sgﬁjl_‘\l\}gé_lslﬁl ww‘&cibﬂﬂi :_;uLElHJ u'_i]_);bl:s.a]ll_’u‘_l'l_s.}_ﬂl_,uﬂlﬁ_‘,_‘qj'l
) aiall 12 gnaline b yuad AN Adlia) 4 g gill damg g i) Jilas 1 g sl Hall @ll Cila
358 A e 5l 8 58e 8y g A Oamtinall JA (0 ¢! g Ao Adailaall Bpaa g o(( O
sl b Alidal) dalisal e il cadlad el 8 deadii (Jadl g Aule 5 ) gy adinall

_-é}.la_,o]'.},éid'n ‘a.c.‘rji;}ng‘!;.:g Jadadll g

el s

S5 6 Loy Aale 55 gy an ) g gl lly Lol Baniall ol il Lyt g0 il )
\_l.ﬂ";.“u_“ul.un'- ¢d] gall 4 8la5 ¢ 4, jliias dgal 9 JSAT Al A8 ) 1) Lead Ly cApun Sl gl
‘_\;_,.c.u\qudeﬁijsujﬂluﬁjdﬁlwu_m 'l‘).d‘u"‘)‘,.dl*‘“‘_)—ﬂdﬁy‘
L&J’Lhu\u_mw\dj_mﬂul_tmdbd_esuj..ajbd_ﬂ.c._)]'lj{aMY‘d_nJ_u&d_kmj
tM}...a"J.ma.“‘Li.lua‘_r‘cjd‘,_m‘MJM&Q&SM‘W;;)@J;JH“ML‘M
a.uad,miH_de.ﬁmm.\_uuu\}‘o)qu1utst\dhwmu,umoumJ
@Mﬁ}tﬁ;ﬂ&ﬂ]eﬂl LﬂqASJL.u]l_,tLﬂMm_mqu};gauw\uj_)n

,CJutjd;m\ga‘@iﬁja_,um oataall g il de Y5 Ala Y1 iluliall

Ol bl alidae o8 Addaall da gSall il gall g Cilingdl g < 5l (e dpaadl g5 HAT s ey
Lolaall 4o 30U LIKEYL ad g Leac 1y dd 5 1 13 Ale ) dala Yl Clicu gall pa a9 <l 5l
sl!_’a._\.“MJFJ&M*Q@‘%M&S&F@ASJH@Es.._i'l_)ﬂ}"l_gd.d_‘\lc
Sl g Sl pall Aaliia 5 Ly a5 Leliaasd 5 Lgaans bl ie agaa b Le IS5 anadi s (a5
A8 e Asilad) e 2ol G Lils e I s ) Agalal)

ﬂha_;_)s.m' 3 gadli

2 Y

2 " - - B ok ey
aSladl dsla oo oS

LY e 380 e da 301 ) gall e J geanll i3

\ t 8 T
yaliaall & u.'j.d:
- o

UJJ&M‘Q\JJ\EJJ_\&U@LHRJJJJ'i.“.a.‘.'uﬂj_m)ﬂ.w_m L :
38 e - Baniall Ay yall Ol HleY! daala cBasdall Ay yadl 2l LY

|l all Al oWV AS - Sl 5l g ey LA gy i
21992 e ¢ a il / AN aesdl - (4) A0 A A0a Ul '




| 2l saall ¢ 5l SLaSY) o ALaSYI B2y pacalaall o jloe e 2
21993 505126 Gil sl 81414 sia 7 BV grandl R

S 55 e iladd dadll ol ) Apa 2l o gl Joail Apmas 3 .
b gl (A aandl S g ol L) aaina IS0
21996 A sY! Aagdall (Basiall Ay pall ol eyl Al 5o

| -5_uail 3 Jal ol il A1) jliaadl gl o élaall @ lie e 4
i al iy asiall Ay yall il HlaY! A g

Ayl LY A gy 8 Agndl (gl das) & Hlae dpmas — 10 5
Ak al Gy cBasiall

ol A s alae ] ¢ 0 5l ey 1z pbY) e | il jilaa

E-MUJJ! _,E ziji.,.‘:i.a."i cialiiall g il

s sinall a5 ol Al )5 ABEN b o At
Sl LYt & 55 (ool /g &l Al Al 5 S e *

v c‘:'.;‘r' w" ..i\'l)ﬂ'l_,:u\.'m'l 3‘)“}3 *

wlaiatall &g e

i g yue : salall Ul JLa) @

A dam - dvalell 2Ll ®

il Je Jelawt 2 g pmall Je o pals 5l ) %
20116/13

Balall ¢uaat Al

2014 (s le = sl il g Jasdl A3



