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Identification of element 

Domain I Performing Arts 

Name of I Al-Razfa 
element 

Al-Razfa is also known as Al-Harbiya 

Name 

Characteristics The men form two straight rows facing each other about I 0 metres 

of the element apart; they take turns to chant and wave thin sticks in time to the 
music. The area between the rows is very lively, occupied by 

musicians and individual performers of a dance called Y oula, 

which symbolizes their determination for victory. They 

demonstrate their strength and skill by twirling their replica 

weapons, throwing them into the air and then catching them. 

I 

The chanted poems are of the Nabati poetry tradition, and some I 

are several centuries old. Nowadays ne\v poems are written and 

themes include courage, loyalty and romance. 
I 

Originally, Al-Razfa was unaccompanied by musical instruments. ! 

i During the 1990s tambourines and Aud were introduced, and in 1 

I this century electronic keyboards were added. Al-Razfa become I 

popular, especially with the younger generation who learn the 1 

steps through participating in family social events. : 

I 
I 
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Practitioner ' Diverse social categories m different areas, such as Bedouins, ' 

Geographic 

range 

Sheikhs, sub-associations in the UAE, Abu Dhabi Authority for 
Culture and Heritage, Emirates Heritage Club, Ministry of 
Education, and Ministry of Youth and Community Development. 

All areas of the UAE including desert and mountainous areas 

Al-Razfa is considered by the majority of rural and urban 
communities throughout the UAE as an important element of their 

intangible cultural heritage, providing them with a sense of 
identity and continuity. It is classified within the domain of 

Brief description performing arts, but it also includes oral expressions and social 

practice and festive events. 

lit is performed by both men and women. Although it originated 
among the Bedouin desert tribes, it has become widespread among 

settled communities. Originally performed to celebrate victory, it 

has a lively catchy rhythm and has recently become very popular. 

It is regularly broadcast on TV. radio and even You Tube, and 
football players have been known to spontaneously sing and 

perform Al-Razfa when they score a goal. 

Young females add to the beauty and rh)thm of the performance. 
They would dance by swinging their long black hair and swaying 

their bodies in tune to the strong beat of music. 
I 
I 

There are many safeguarding actiYities v•hich haYe been I 
implemented to support Al-Razfa. both by the communities j 

themselYes and by the State Parties. Many heritage associations ! 

i hold training sessions for young people. to teach them performing i 

i arts. i 
! 
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I 
I 

Detailed description: 

I 

I 

Restrictions 

Assignment of 
cession of rights 

I Documentation 

1 

and resources 

Today professional singers play an important role in encouraging 
audience participation. Al-Razfa is performed at most weddings 
and national festivities. 

Workshops and demonstrations have been held to discuss the Al-

l Razfa heritage. 

Heritage bearers, community leaders, and performing art troupes 
have enthusiastically contributed to the nomination file for the 
inscription of Al-Razfa on the Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage. 

There are no restrictions on Al Razfa. 

Photos and videos footage are obtained from Abu Dhabi Media 
Company and Sharjah Directorate of Heritage. 

Letters of support were received from NGO's and government 

I Authorities 

I 

1. Al-Haddad. Saeed Mubarak. 2005. Terminologies of Al­
Ayyala (in Arabic). Al-Ain. UAE: Zayed Centre for 
Heritage and History. 

2. AlHaddad. Saeed: Razfat Al-Ayyala. 1992. Abu Dhabi 
3. AlHaddad, Saeed: AI Ettihad Newspaper, Yol 97. 26 july 

1993 

4. Al-Nakheel Association for Performing Art: UAE ! 

Community folk. Abu Dhabi. 1996 1 

5. AlHaddad. Saeed: Al-Senyar TV Show, Fujairah FM. UAE I 

6. Albudoor, Khalid. Sada Al-A vvam TV Show i 
. . I 
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Bodies and 
organizations 
participating in 
the study 

Data providers 

The last update 
to the data 

! 

I Abu dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority/ Intangible Heritage 
Department 

Emirates Heritage Club 

Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development 

A beer Y ousif 

Reserch: Dr. Saeed Haddad 

13 .06.201 1 

Feb- March 2014 

5 



1 ntangihle Heritage Department 

Ahu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority 

Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Inventory 

r m1 

. .. .l.Ji:l ~ - , -\~ ..... 
... ......-' .-

1 



Al-Razfa: A traditional performing art in the United Arab Emirates 

.J.4 l~.l:l -o~l ~yJI ~I.Jl.a)'l ~J~ ~ly ;;.,g\.S .J.4 ~ljill 4..k.. -
.y~l ~j ~I .Jl!>J ~j.lll ~l.....j.J 

.~ljill I~ ..:;~t......~l ~I ~J.:i r-Aj J-¥1 -

~'J ,;;_,gj)l ~ljil fo~l Uab.ll ~ ~ ~l.c~l ~ -

~l.)i J)l:.. ..J-4 ~ .,?IJ o~l -?~I ~b~l ..:;_,lS J .) 
. ..)ill I~ ~I ~l.c\..a;JI 

..J-4 ~.ll!JI _} 4lb ~.fJJ ,~1~1 _} ~~I ~J~I JJ4iJI -

.~1· cl? all 

~~ i . ·- ~· 'I . ''·ws -. ~ ....>'l .) ..,r c: _,.._..... i.>l • 

,~I_,..::Jij ,~LWIJ ,~1 '~~ '~.J-:li ~_) Ji..a ,~1 Li_.>ill -

. ~J:lj.JI ~_)J ,~_;=JI ~~J ,~l.iJIJ 

I ~J ~I ....>'li.J ~ .y.o)l ~ Ji,.o ~~jil~ ~I ~~I -

I .. .~1.)\..a)'l ~lji ..j~Wj '~~~~~ ..:;_,.lSJ ~.J-:li 
I 11\ ~_JI_iJ ~La -o~tcJ, ~t......~l _;c.L::JI -o~tc ..:;fo ":?l\1 ,~till -

2 

JW'I 

• ' \ I 
~~! 

ftl ~'-'' I 



_;;~l_,ll 4.tWI _} J~ \'I ye .JJ~I 

.( ~yll l.j~)-JI) ~j)l -

~L......a';/1 ~_,k.:_, ~'-*' .} c)W' ~ ~.:?~' ~' .JAJ) ~~' -
(~ 

.~lj.JI -

( w'#l u-a wy~ yJI) wt..!.k..ill -

-~' wlli ~ ..)<~ .J~I -

L~ \.)_,~ fy;/1 0~ .J~ '~'-' .j_,!_)h..JI .J_,~_J.JI _, .J~I -
~~ 4,5. \...!,.J\ :.~ .lA ~\'I , ..... ~.i~A ·.<I 4..J9 · -:11 _j . ~· .) ~ ..r ~ r;> ~-' .. .../""' '-.? 

. ~.:?~' ~I _;:ill ;; .Jb) I ~1.1ill _, 4..::..4--Jl ~ Y-i 4 * .!I_ ~~ ~ 
~~ _j.JI.J 

wl I..G ;/I ~~ ~ ~u ;· till ~~ .-:n .l.ll · ·.< * . .) ' y '-:? ~.) -' ~ ~.)_;-_)A ~~ 

. ~~ 4joi'i_, ~l_jill_, 4J1.1ill ;;_J~j_, : l: 

~yJI ~~ .J~I j-o j-9 ..s-A_, ,~~ ~ ~~~i ~ _,l ~) ~ w~l o~ ,u j)l 
~h..a j...a A...!lyJI_, 4.1~\71 ~ ~.j_,.hj:i I..G ~ ;;~\ ~yJI wl)..a;/1 4.1_,~ _foyJI ~\71 
j-9_, , ,UYaJtS ,~_.r.::..\71 j_,..illl .JU .ill~ ~ 4-iL.::.,~I_, ~~ ~t.c w'i'i~ wl~ &t...io_, 
j.c ,4-i~ ~ ~-', j _,..illl o:U y..l u-ll ,;;l_,y_JI_, ,~~~ .j!_, ,~1_, 'CI_,)I_, ,~~_,ll 

-:11 ,1 · ·~I 4..1...ull 4...ubll - · ".:1\ .ill:i l.....l..ib. 11 4.....o..J ··-'1 ;; ·· · - :11 c. I -~·1 ~ ~ .~11 ~ -' ~ ~· ·~ ~ • • ....s-", ~~ ~ ~ '- ....ru . -' ~ -'~ 
.f l~)'l _, ,4..a~1 _, ,;; JyJI_, ,4,1 y:. ) 1_, 'f fltS ,J)l;,. \71 f j & ~ J,o:i..::w 

~-*4 \.J~ ~ ~ 'I.:?~WI _;i;. _}l.illl ~1_;; ..)<~ L~ ~~ 4.ij)l wt.c~l ~ 
·.< . . J~ \'I '- t:ou:; ~ · )1 · · .i 11 1...:. • w ~ wUC \'I · ~\JA ~~ .-:11 ~-' . ~ . ye ~ ~-' ,_,)A ,_,)A ..JJ....r 1..5", ~.) _y-; ~ ~ . Y" -' 

L>"foJ ~~~ w~j-A.o-' ~ ~t:S:i ~~ ~4JSl ,~b\7 1 .J~ ~j)l. 92; .,-; 

.4~1~\~i_, 

3 



~ b _,..JI .)A .J~ jA J)l:.. j.o1 ~ )~ ~ ~ 'J-':1 yJI t ~)_, J4 ~) ~j.JI wt.;:iiJI 
.~_,.bll 

. 
1

• di'l ~ ·' I ..;="* ~ 

~ ~~~ ·· . t. .. - ~- n ·"-! .-:11 ~ .J..;-s ...;-- e~-JJ""' 

~1_, 4...:..)_;-JI wW::.~I_, ..)1_;.9\'1 4..h.....l~ ~~_,\'I w'-:!1.¥1 ~ ~~ 1~ ~_,jil l ui.S ~ 
U j )l ~_,_;.:il l jlS _, ,~ ~ _, ~ _,_, ~ _, ;; _,...:::4-JI ~)k. _, ~ ~ ,U j)l o~ 

. 9;9'i1_, ~p __s_?i ~ ..J-.a.J '~ ..)-4 j.ill I~ w.) tL..:il ~) .u~_, ou.....a ~ u~ 
'J ~?.~':;~)~I .J~_, ,~~ ~li_, ~_,4.!j)l o~ ~~ o..)ct..-11 ~':;1 

<G..:i' • ~'i , · Lo)l ~ i.lA ..)..:=... • Li u 1 .-: -'1 .....u.gu:; ;;~I ~~w ~b~ · i · ~ ~ '""fr' ..J r-: . .r . .) _,........ ,....-- -' ~ ,- ~ -' ~ J'l ~ 

Uj)l o~ ~~) j.ol ~ ,.j_yJI_, ~~ ~ l_,.i\S j.ol o_;h..., ~ ~ ..;__?.~ _,i O.J~ 
~)\ ~'.J-'"'l ,w'J~'J\. 91).; a~ wi.S)~.::W ~ ~~~~ ~_,jill ~ '}_, , l,A.).J..).J 
wbu..JI . I ·. 11 wbll.a.J 11 :~- "I ..)jc. . ·- "·'I i ,w\ La "I ;;.J .ll ~ L -'1 -·'w J1....9:b.. "I ~ . -' C:: .J...;- . . u~.o ~ -' .) ~ -' ~Y f'~ . .o 

~ j_,..,.JUll jlS j ) ,~~ j.J..) ~WI ~ ~ JI..:H 'J _, jlS ~_,_;.:ill j) ~ , 1.A Y.f:. _, ~.lll 

~_; ~~ r-WI .J..4 ~ r-L:i_, wu_,i ~ l.A~bi_, 4-4:!~ ~) u.J~ ;;.J4a-JI 4..9j.J 0~ 
~_,_;.:ill~ ~~~ i.J_,..) ~~ r-)lc.)'l ~~_, ~ ~ ~-' ,~ _p.'il u.)JI .>.t~J 

.o~ _,_;..JI ~ _, 4.c. ~I _,i l.pa ~ _;.JI ~)k. )'I Jjl..... )1 ~ J)l:.. j.o~ , ~I I~ 

4 



J~ · i, · . .:.11 1u J..l.J 1 .-:t .. i 1 <i~ 1.-;; ~.;i -:11 ~ . ~,, dJ:i A...h.......l , · .,ljJI J-4 j ..)-Q ...;--- ~ j '"it-' ~ j 'T' ~ ..,~ ~ .....>:J j 

~)J ,~_}..~JIJ ~b.ll ..J:l~l ~ ,~.fii\ 1 wl~lil.IIJ wl~h.JIJ wiJ.l.iliJ wi_JAJ_j-JI 

)) ~~ I:U ~~~~~~~I ~_,cjill 4y?JJ_jill JJt......)IJ wLI.J.lll .cl.!~ yj4. 
.:ll_;.!i J)L:.. ~ Ji o~L:w O.J~ 4...:l ~~ J)L:.. ..)<l ~' .Jo'"l ~ ~h.JI ~~J '(( CJS.ll ':?1 
(J'? ~.;11 ~ Ui..u..JI ,~I ~ _jill ~L....i ~LE ~ ~~ ,~iJ ~k. o .J~ ~I 

.iJ~IJ iJ.:lWI ~.ll l 0-a ~~ ~~J 

wi.Jl.G), ;1;:. a~~~~~~ _;JIJ.l!IJ w~IJ wl)j_,ll j.c ~.WI ~_iij y..i yj4. 0.cJ 

J:.lbJl4...a j:Jt.ll .;wtS..a 'I~ tA.:l! .JJ ~.l;l A..9 j )l 1~ ~tc .J ,~\'I w t......... yJI j.c ~J ,4..1 J.:l.ll 

~~~ ~J ~,;) ~ ~~ w~l .ill:i ~ ~ ,o~L:w O.J~ ~ ui~'I'J ,~ 
~~~J wLI.J.lll ~t:i..aJ d~J.iiJ 'a'n .;J ~ f"y:gll ~ f+?Y:l La~ ~.l.c:iJ <>.1~·~4l'J 

.AJj)' ~ w h.JI ~ .:lCL:i J ~u j.c ~' ,~)' ~' 

AJJ.:l ~ ~~ ~1_;;11 oJ.l.,j ,AJ~I U j.J ;.:ll~l .1l.J~ ~ .1 
jSy _ o~l ~y.ll wi.JLa'jl ~4- ,o~l ~y.ll wi.JLa'jl 

wLI.J.l\1 a...1... ' '-;-l l.:l~11 ~ _ ~~ ~l_;.:iliJ ~)_j,\1 ~ ~ 

.("1992 ~La'~ ~~ I _}t:illl ~~ - ( 4) ~l_jiliJ Ayi.J)~I 

5 



~Li.l l ~.l.Jt.\ 1 ,~\ ~L:...:i)JI - ~l.:...:i)J I '0.1-;!..?.-: .:~1-l...:J I ~ .)~ ~ .2 

.f'l993 ~.J:l26 J!I_,.JI ' ..A 1414 ~ 7 ~';tl '0~1__, 
~I ~ · w~·~l i ~I· . :~11· 1 ·'~ 11~ 3 _)--J ~ • ~ ....J-'l .) ~· ._;_,....-.... ~ ~ • • 

-~ .J-:li ,_)Lilll ~~ wi.J~ ,wl)-)!1 ~ .J_,.lS.l!__, 

.f'l 996 ~_,'}I ~I ,-o~l ~yJI wi).A)J14..l__,.:~ 

-'0~1 'O.JLA} f'} u} tc l~} .J~I ~Uy :~I..L::JI ~.J~ ~ .4 

._A ~ ~ ,-o~l ~yJI wl ).A )!I 4..1__,~ 

~yJI wi.JlA)J 14..l__,.:~.} ~I .:,_,lil\: ~1~1 ~.J'-:w ~ - 10 .5 

._fo~~ ,'O~I 

Jly>ll_ ~'l...o.. l 
~~ 

.l i~I J.ll ...:=.~ 

~.l"J ) 

. .J.J~I ~~ r.!i9:i ~be} '~.J:ljil:i ~Uy le:: f''y'JI -.s.l..,.Q ~~~ -J.l~ 
4yJl 

. w i) .A'/1 ~I.Ji -?~u /6uLi.ll__, ~ljill ~lj fi y * 

• A-;_ A 11 ~ ~I .-:11 ~ill.! I 0 I • * . c-:-- ~ .J ..)""" .J .) .)_J 

i....i..... >.l ~ : -o.:~WI wU~ JG.,.:~} • 

~~.l=o.. ~ ;~l o.:~WI • 

.~1 ~ Jlcbl . .:~ '-?~1 ~ .Y. ~u . .:~ :ui~J • 
. 20116/13 • 

6 


