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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Ethiopia

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Fichee-Chambalaalla, New Year festival of the Sidama people

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Fichee Cambalaalla Sidaamu Daga Diru Soorro Ayyaana

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	There is no other alternate name for the element other than Fichee-Chambalaalla by which it is known among the Sidama Nation . 

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The Sidama Nation

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The Fichee-Chambalaalla New Year Festival  is colourfully celebrated all over the Sidama Zone  in Ethiopia. It is celebrated first at household  and then at community level at public spaces called gudumaale.The Fichee Festival is centered at zonal level at Hawaasa. It is also celebrated in special gudumaale found in different  districts such as at Burra, Wochabbo, Nyaamma in  Bansa, at Yayye, Keero Laanco, Worbaadulle, Murqo in  Harbegona,  at Garbicho Gaaze, xexicha and Fuqonna Ciroone in Huula, at Lakkote in Shabbadiino, at Madhichoo,Guguma and Watararassa in Malga, at Boona Qawaado in Bona, at Goyiqe Goha in Hawassa zuriya, at Majo in Aroresa, at Cuccoole in Bursa, at Yirba Wogate in Boricha, at Boore in Chire, at Wonshi Dikko in Wonsho, at Wotto in Aleta Wondo, at Cuukko in Wondo Genet, at Shishsho in Daara, at Muraancho in Gorche, at Cuukkote Dikko in Aleta Chuko and at Tullo in Tula among others. 

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr
Family name:

Abebaw
Given name:

Desalegn
Institution/position:

Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH)
Director of Cultural Heritage Research Directorate in ARCCH
Address:

P.O.BOX 13247, Addis Ababa Ethiopia
Telephone number:

cell   +251-911-15-61-75 
E-mail address:

desalegn99@yahoo.com


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	     

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (           )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Fichee is the ceremony of New Year among the Sidama People. According to oral tradition, the term “Fichee” itself is derived from the name of a Sidama woman called Ficho. After she got married, Ficho visited her parents and relatives once every year. During her annual visit, she used to bring with her a delicious food called buurisame, a meal prepared from the dough of wassa (false banana) with a great deal of butter along with milk. The dishes were feasted on by inviting all the neighbours. Following   Ficho’s death, her relatives and the people in the surrounding area called the festivity of the eve of the New Year of the Sidama Nation Fichee after Ficho in her commemoration and has stood since as one of the unifying symbols representing the Sidama Nation. There are sequences of events which are performed throughout the Fichee New Year celebration process. First of all, the ayyaanto, who have the wisdom of astrology,  identify the date on which Fiche holiday falls in advance and announce this to the clan leaders. The latter proclaim the date to the crowd at a cultural space called gudumaale. During  Fichee Festival, all groups of the community come out grouped according to their respective clan to sing and dance the traditional singing and dancing known as ketala and receive the blessings and advices of elders to preserve their tradition and environment. The celebration is concluded by words of blessing of the elders (Fiche jeeji, meaning “Long live Fichee”). 

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Every member of the Sidama people participates  in  Fichee Festival irrespectve of age, gender and social status.  All family members pass through a door like shape or  an arc made from wet bamboo tree known as huluuka and conduct the ritual of washing one’s hands and face. On the first day of the New Year, Children go from house to house and greet their neighbours saying: Ayide cambalaalla (Happy New Year) and mothers respond by saying ile….ile (May you live long to see many new years) and they serve the children buurisame and bless them. Unmarried girls go to play with their peers a traditional singing and dancing known as hore.  Boys play love  songs and dances known as faaro with girls. Women process false banana to prepare the cultural dish known as buurisame. Heads of households keep the cattle on fenced grazing land  and feed them salty soil (bole). With regard to the categories of persons with special responsibilities, the ayyaanto/ traditional astrologers   observe the movement of the constellation of stars in respect to the moon and identify the actual date on which Fiche is to be celebrated. They announce this to the clan leaders who declare to the community about the date at market places and lead the huluuka and other events of Fiche Festival. Finally, the clan leaders and elders conclude the celebration by blessing participants and advising the community to work hard and to co-operate and live peacefully with the neighbouring nations and nationalities.     

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?

	Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Based upon the experiences of the Sidama people, the celebration of Fichee has been transmitted from generation to generation in the following ways:  At a household level, parents transmit the tradition to their children orally starting from their child hood. Then, every member of the community learns about the Fichee intangible heritage by participating in the festival and the events during the celebration. Therefore, the visual performing display and the colourful attraction of the festival instrumented as the mechanism for transmitting the knowledge to the next generation. With regard to the categories of persons with special responsibilities in the transmission of the element, the ayyaanto/astrologers, garo/clan leaders, chimeesa /competent elders, besides their role in practicing and leading the celebration,  they teach about the historical roots of Fichee on the meetings held in relation to the festival at public squares and at the annual conference held at Hawaasa. Women also transfer the knowledge and skills associated with hair dressing and  preparation of the cultural dish known as buurisame to their daughters and other girls in their respective village. Besides, the new curriculum in which the Sidama children learn in their  mother tongue, encompasses the historical origin, development, significance etc., of Fichee   and this has been complementing the transmission of this intangible heritage to the next generation. The awareness creation activities about this heritage has been increasing widely with  the Sidama Radio Broadcast, South FM 100.9, Shashamane Fana FM 103.4  and National TV and Radio Broadcast  both in Sidama language and Amharic.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In addition of being the identity and New Year event of the Sidama People, the Fichee Ceremony has social, economic, cultural significance and relevance to environmental protection as well.  Every member of the community who has been involved in any sort of dispute or quarrel with someone else is required to reconcile before the Fichee Holiday. In this regard, the clan leaders advise members of the Sidama people strongly during the celebration of Fichee for peaceful co-existence with each other and with other community members. The festival is not discriminatory since those who are well of share with the less well of. It also has socio-economic benefits since during the festival, the clan leaders give advices to the members of the community to work hard, respecting and supporting the old age, and abstain from cutting indigenous trees and unseemly activities such as begging, indolence, testifying falsely and theft. Thus, the element promotes the efforts of building the economy of the region and  raise awareness among subjects to protect the environment. Those with good deeds are praised while those with bad are condemned during the festival.  In general, Fichee signifies accepting the New Year with greater hope and good wishes whereby the youth learn about its cultural heritage and get acquainted to each other for possible engagement and marriage in the future. In general, the festival enhance equity, good governance social coherence, peaceful co-existence and integration of   not only the Sidama Clans but also of the diverse   ethnic groups in Ethiopia. 

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Fichee Festival, that has been practiced for centuries and recognised by the Sidama as part of their cultural heritage, does not have any element that is incompatible with the existing international human rights. The Fichee Celebration embraces affirmative practices with special privileges for childern, youth and and women. During the festival, even cattle are given special treatment. They are fed salty soil by scattering it on reserved grazing  and also not slaughtered and meat is not served. The instruments such as spear and shield that are held during the celebration are used to decorate the traditional singing and dancing and to demonstrate their cultural heritage to the youth and not to harm others.  Based on elders’ advices, community   members live in peace and harmony with each other and with members of other nations who also attend and participate in the Festival. Thus, an understanding of  Fichee Festival by different communities helps with inter-cultural dialouge and encourage mutual respect. Fichee is also an important occasion whereby members of communities discuss on social and development issues. As a result of awareness creation undertaken during the festival, natural trees as well as those planted by the community in the surroundings of gudumaale are preserved.  In general, the festival has a vital importance in promoting sustainable development. People are also benefiting out of it by making traditional clothes and tools associated with the festival. The ceremony  provides the Sidama people a sense of identity and continuity since it is a dynamic living culture.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	As a result of the inscription of Fichee as an intangible cultural heritage of humanity, all the information related to the ceremony, including video clip and photographs, would be made accessible on the web pages of UNESCO and promoted using the various media. This would create awareness of its importance among those who do not know or have not recognized it at regional, national and international levels and attract tourists to the region. Inscription of the element would also draw the attention of government bodies and other institutions to do their level best to allocate fund and safeguard the Fichee Festival which gives a sense of identity to the Sidama People. The youth would also become eager to participate and attend in this internationally recognized celebration. This would assist the efforts made to preserve and transmit the heritage to future generations. All these enhance the visibility of the festival.

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Throughout the process of inscribing the Fiche New Year celebration, renowned individuals, scholars, elders, clan leaders, traditional judiciary bodies, women, etc., have actively participated. This created conducive conditions to open a dialogue with the concerned community members. If the Fichee Festival is inscribed on the Representative List of UNESCO, it will be promoted using the various print and electronic media and useful dialogue will be established between diverse communities and individuals who can learn a lot from Sidama's experiences. The practitioners and bearers of the element will consider the inscription as important recognition for their nation and country and this will build their self esteem.  Expertise will also carry out researches on the Fichee Festival and present it through public lectures to the participants of the annual conference in Hawassa which inspire discussion and encourage dialogue among individuals and groups within the Sidama Nation and enhance inter-cultural dialogue between communities.

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The Fichee New Year Ceremony is an intangible heritage with the knowledge of indigenous and traditional calendar. It also reflects the major cultural aspects of the Sidama People.  Moreover, the Fichee Festival is a celebration in which values such as mutual respect, peace, tolerance and rejuvenation are embedded. The festival is a valuable cultural heritage in which nations and nationalities in Ethiopia take part in celebrating it together. This would create conducive environment for better knowledge and mutual respect for each other’s cultural tradition and live in peace and harmony. The inscription of this element would also motivate other ethnic groups to preserve and promote their own traditions and culture and enhance respect for cultural diversity. Those who have performed well and introduced new innovation throughout the year are praised in ketala and other traditional singing and dancing. After inscription, this tradition would be strengthened and further enhance creativity.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The viability of the element is ensured by the concerned communities in various ways.  These days, the members of the community are freely participating in the celebration of Fichee and preserving the cultural centres of the element known as gudumaale. The ayyaanto/astrologers, garo/clan leaders, chimeesa /competent elders, besides their role in practicing and leading the celebration, teach the young   generation about the historical roots and significance of Fichee intangible heritage  by providing all necessary information and urge the young people to do the same passing down what they have received to posterity. The Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Regional Government and Sidama Zone Administrative Office are also giving due attention to the preservation of Fichee Festival by allocating budget for the celebration of Fichee at Zonal Level at the Hawaasa Gudumaale which is found on the banks of Lake Hawaasa. The Sidama Zone Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs Office has also erected a Sumuda (monument) in Hawaasa which is designed to reflect the process of the celebration of Fichee.  It also gives priority in its annual plan for  the celebration of Fichee so as to ensure its transmission to the future generation. In this regard, the zone is working in cooperation with the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage. The Sidama Development Association has also incorporated in its plan to support the cultural development of the people and the preservation of the cultural and historical heritage of the Sidama through the celebration of the Fichee Festival annually.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Ethiopia signed the 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2006.The ratification of the Convention together with the  existed legislative and policy frameworks such as the 1995 constitution, the 1997 cultural policy and the 209/2000 proclamation which established  the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritages(ARCCH) have created a conducive environment for  the country to commit itself and  pay special attention to its  rich intangible cultural heritages. ARCCH under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism is mandated for identification, inventory, conducting research, safeguarding and promotion of the people’s tangible and intangible cultural heritages. Besides creating legislative structure, the state party makes budget provisions for the implementation of these tasks. However, it was with the collaboration and full financial assistance of UNESCO Addis Ababa Office, that a community based inventories were conducted by ARCCH experts on Fichee Festival. The inventories and documentation processes have been carried out based on field works with direct contacts, consultations and participations of the Sidama communities, practitioners and bearers of the element. In addition to the inventory process, raising awareness of the concept of the convention and promoting of the Fichee Intangible cultural heritage through Publicl Medias like national radios, local FM radios, televisions and news papers at the national and regional levels have been used as means of introducing and safeguarding the element. All these efforts played a measure role to promote inter-cultural dialogue, to create understanding among communities and respect each other and ensure the viability of the element.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	To help ensure the element's viability is not jeopardized in the future particularly from an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention, the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH) ; the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Regional Government; the Sidama Zone Administrative Office and the Sidama Zone Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs Office are working in co-operation and devising safeguarding measures for the preservation of Fichee New Year celebration and allocate budget for the same cause. It is an undeniable fact that the inscription of Fichee Festival creates a boom on tourists that visit Hawaasa and its environs. Since the whole ceremony is managed by the clan leaders and the Sidama Zone Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs Office, the tourists have no ability to over commercialize it. The other possible threat might be from those groups who would manipulate the celebration for the hidden political motives to promote their agenda contrary to the Fichee Festival. The ARCCH, the regional and zone bureau fully aware of this, will devise a mechanism that check and reverse such trends through law enforcing bodies. Besides this, ahead of the celebration, the institutes jointly work promoting the event as well as inform the societies from elements that could pose hidden motives or threats on the celebration and advise the population to keep its cultural identity and sacred values.The community members including the ayyaanto,  garo, chimeesa, adults, the youth, women and unmarried boys and girls are told to celebrate the Fichee Festival in its original standard by wearing gonfa (traditional cloth), holding spears and shield, singing and dancing ketala and other songs, observing the ceremony at family and community level at gudumaale and other cultural spaces. The state party also creates conducive conditions in which those who involve in the planning and implementation of the safeguarding measures will get economic and social benefit out of it.  Awareness raising about the importance and function of the Fichee Festival will be carried out so that the people would actively engage in safeguarding the element. Any political or commercial manipulation of the element either from the side of political parties or the public would be completely rejected. The proposed safeguarding measures will be gazetted and the public is communicated through the various mediums about it. The fact that the concerned community members have been involved eagerly in the preservation of the Fichee Festival can be counted as the greatest asset for its viability and development. The Sidama Zone Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs Office would Support this through publishing researches, organizing lectures, and the media will be utilized to generate an effective dialogue on this element which will contribute in projecting the festival before a national and global audience. As such, by devising safeguarding measures   that protect the element from unintended result of visibility and public attention, the inscription will create a sense of pride among the Sidama and the other nations in Ethiopia and enrich the intangible cultural heritage of the world.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Ethiopian Government has adopted policies and programmes to safeguard and preserve Intangible Cultural Heritage in general and the element in particular as the heritage of the nation. First of all, the constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia guarantee equal recognition and respect and the right to develop intangible cultural heritages of Peoples of Ethiopia. The Sidama Zone Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs Office will continue its financial and organizational support for the promotion of the festival. Although, the state and communities concerned are the main responsible body in safeguarding the element, other stakeholders such as the NGOs and centres of expertise should involve in this. This would help in making the festival viable by means of education and scientific research which facilitate the transfer of this tradition to descendants through formal and informal education. Moreover, the ARCCH together with other stakeholders would play an active role in preserving the identity and values of Fichee Festival by informing the concerned communities and associations to safeguard the celebration from any threat that tourists or those who have hidden motives might pose and educating the values and traits that have passed down through generation. The state party will also regulate the Fichee Celebration and has a full capacity to enforce the laws and regulations and to protect the festival from any threat and preserve this intangible identity of the nation. Those who do not abide by the safeguarding measures proposed will be treated by the laws of the country. 

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In devising the safeguarding measures, the concerned community members and the Sidama development association were consulted. The communities involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures consist of the ayyaanto, the garo, chimeesa, adults, the youth, women and unmarried boys and girls who take part in the cultural events associated with Fichee including the ketala and the faaro dancing and singing. The community members are extremely conscious of their heritage since they are the bearers and performers of this intangible heritage. The knowledge and skills required for enacting and transmitting the Fichee Festival are in their minds and the main instrument for enacting it are their bodies. Therefore, safeguarding and transmission of the element should not occur without their consent, involvement and commitment and it is decisive to involve them in the planning of the proposed safeguarding measures.  As such, they are consulted while the planning process is underway and the need and will of all stakeholders is incorporated into it so as to safeguard the element with their full participation and consent. The community members are also responsible to celebrate Fichee Festival in its original standard by wearing gonfa (traditional cloth), holding spears and shield, singing and dancing ketala and other songs, observing the ceremony at family and community level at gudumaale and other cultural spaces. The state party also creates favourable conditions in which those who involve in the implementation of the safeguarding measures will get economic and social benefit out of it.


	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH)
Name and title of the contact person:

Gezahegne Girma

Senior Researcher in Intangible Cultural Heritage
Address:

P.O.BOX 13247 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Telephone number:

cell +251-913-01-34-22
E-mail address:

gezahegne.girma@yahoo.com


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The nomination was undertaken by the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH), under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. In the course of the development of this nomination file, stakeholders contributed to the nomination in various ways. Community members such as elders, ayyaanto, garo, chimeesa ,the youth in different parts of the Sidama Zone were consulted about the inscription of the element on the representative list. The purpose of inscribing the element is explained to them through various media and were given all relevant   information well beforehand and had time for internal consultation on the benefits and negative impacts of the inscription. After this, the community has affirmed its consent to the nomination and extended to it its active support. The entire community has actively participated in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. As such, renowned individuals, scholars, heads of government offices, religious leaders, community elders, clan leaders, traditional judiciary bodies, women, etc., have actively participated throughout the planned inscription process. They give detailed description of the festival, its significance, social and cultural functions, process of the celebration. For instance, the ayyaantos  have made active participation in this process by providing the information on calculation of the lunar calendar while the garo on the rituals performed during the celebration, the singing and dancing events, all the way up to the concluding of the ceremony with blessings. The women community members have shown extraordinary commitment in preparing the cultural dishes of the festival. They are also actively engaged in the formal and informal transfer of knowledge to the younger generation and also give suggestions for safeguarding measures which have all been incorporated in the nomination file.  The Sidama Zone Cultue, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs Office also exert its maximum effort in providing relevant information in preparing the nomination at all stages. They also mention in the letters which is signed by the concerned community members and well known individuals that the Fichee Ceremony is the main intangible heritage of the Sidama Nation that upholds the values of mutual respect, peace, tolerance, amicability and human rights and faithfully request the inscription and recognition of this cultural and highly popular feast in the list of the world intangible cultural heritage of humanity by UNESCO.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Those community groups who play very considerable role in the New Year celebration of Fichee such as the ayyaanto, the clan leaders, elders, well known personalities and other concerned community members have been informed about the nomination plan in the 18th annual conference of Fiche Festival which was held in July 2012 at Hawaasa Town. On this occasion, they were consulted about the likely benefits and any possible negative consequences of inscription of the element on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The matter is also discussed in the National Radio and Television, Sidama Radio Broadcast, South FM 100.9, Fana FM 103.4 both in Sidama language and Amharic and on various news papers. As such, the concerned community members give their consent for the Fichee Festival to be nominated on the representative list. Their consent may be considered 'free, prior and informed' as the representatives concerned have been involved in the nomination process and no pressure was exerted on them and fully agree for the submission of this nomination file to UNESCO. Their consent is demonstrated through written and recorded concurrences. Representatives of numerous  communities, groups and individuals from Harbegona, Wonsho and Gorche Woreda (districts) in Sidama Zone and Instructors and students of the Hawaasa University and Hawaasa Teachers' College wrote a letter and  signed  petitions requesting for the inscription of Fichee Festival on the representative list and confirmed their consent with their signature. The petitions and letter from the zone are attached with this nomination file.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	Customary restriction in the practice of Fichee is non-existent. Participation, attendance or performance in Fichee New Year celebration of the Sidama Nation, or attending meetings and gatherings which take place at gudumaale are not subject to any restriction based upon age, sex, social status, ethnicity, religious background or any other reason. The celebration begins and ends in a transparent manner as a public holiday and it is fully open. Therefore, there is no secrecy of knowledge and anyone who is willing to participate is welcomed very much. For instance, even during midnight time when the ayyaanto observe the movement of group of stars called Busa in respect to the Moon, they encourage the youth who are members of their family and others to come along with them and share their knowledge of how using traditional astrological knowledge they decide the particular date of the New Year which varies from year to year depending on the positions of the Moon and the Busa Stars. However, when compared with the other social events associated with the Fichee Festival, the la'o or observation is attended only by a few individuals since it is conducted at night which is not favourable time for the community members.


	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	Sidama Zone Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs Department
Workneh Felate Dansamo

Department Head of the Sidama Zone Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs
P.O.BOX 13247
Cell +251-916-82-56-94
wfilate@gmail.com 

	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Indicate below when the element has been included in the inventory, its reference and identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate below that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Documentary evidence shall also be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different. It may be complemented by a reference below to a functioning hyperlink through which such an inventory may be accessed, but the hyperlink alone is not sufficient.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH) first inventoried the Fichee Festival at regional level in Southern Nations, Nationalities Peoples Region (SNNPR) as the intangible heritage of the Sidama Nation in December 2009. The outcome of the inventory is also published in the Third Volume of the Inventory of Intangible Heritage of South Ethiopia. More inventories of the element have been carried out since 2012 by the Southern Region Culture and Tourism Bureau. Following this, the ARCCH has currently undertaken inventory of Fichee Festival at the national level. The inventory is undertaken with full participation of the concerned communities and contains in-depth description and will also be regularly updated to deal with the changing conditions and the resultant re-creation of the festival. The element was inscribed in the National Register of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Ethiopia under register No. 0003 on July 5, 2013. The concerned community and individuals such as the ayyaanto/astrologers, garo/clan leaders and chimeesa/ competent elders are also consulted and gave full consent to the inclusion of the element in the list of the national inventory. Ethiopia presents the Fichee Festival for inscription on the Representative List of UNESCO next to Maskel Festival.

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of concerned community is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audio-visual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	YehuaLashet Muluneh. 2012. Time, Space, and Ritual Among the Sidaama: Change and Contiuty in Conception and Practice, in Southern Ethiopia. Addis Ababa University ,School of Graduate Studies ,Department of Social Anthropology.

Assefa Abate.2002. Some Aspects of the History of the Sidama  new Year "Fichee". Dilla university,Department of History.

Sidama zone Trade and Industry Bureau. 2013. Discover Sidama, a land of Sensation

Sidama Zone Culture, Tourism and Government Affairs Department. 2013. Visit Sidama, Tour Guide Book.

የሲዳማ ዞን ባህል፣ቱሪዝምና የመንግስት ኮሙኒኬሽን ጉዳዮች መምሪያ፡፡ የሲዳማ ብሄር ታሪክና ባሕል፡፡ ሐዋሳ፡፡ የካቲት 2003 ዓ.ም፡፡
ህብር ሀዋሳ፡፡ የሀዋሳ ከተማን 50ኛ ዓመት የወርቅ ኢዮቤልዩ በዓል በማስመልከት የተዘጋጀ ልዩ እትም፡፡ ህዳር 2003 ዓ.ም፡፡

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Yonas Desta
Title:
Director General of the Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH)
Date:
30 December 2014
Signature:
<signed>


	Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s)  (For multi-national nominations only)
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