























The Folk Feast Surova in Pernik Region

Inventory Excerpt

In Bulgaria the National Inventory of ICH was developed in the period 2001-2002 by
an expert team from the Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic
Museum, with the participation of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria and the
regional administrative structures in the field of culture coordinated by the Ministry, including
the national network of the Bulgarian community centres (in conformity with the Convention,
in particular Art. 11 (b). The National Inventory was published on the official website of the

Ministry of Culture: http://www.treasuresbulgaria.com/main.php.

In 2004 it was published as a book, both in Bulgarian and in English: >Xusu dosernku
cbkpoBuiia — bearapus. Living Human Treasures — Bulgaria. Sofia: “Marin Drinov”
Academic Publishing House, 2004.

The Bulgarian Inventory of ICH includes two parts: one National and 28 Regional —
for the 28 administrative districts in Bulgaria. The Inventory covers the main fields of the ICH
(in accordance with the Convention, Art. 2.2.), it conforms to the specifics of the Bulgarian
ICH and is formulated in six main sections.

In the Bulgarian National Inventory, the element was added to the national list and to
the regional list of Pernik region. The element Surva/ St. Basil’s Day/ New Year is indicated
in the National Inventory in the part “Traditional Rites and Fests” and “Traditional
Dances and Children’s Games” on pages: 25, 64, 111 (in Bulgarian); 301, 337, 383 (in
English).

The survakar masks and costumes as an example of the traditional production of
home-made ritual objects are indicated on pages: 116 (in Bulgarian); 388 (in English).

In the regional list of Pernik region the element is present in the following parts:

. “Traditional Rites and Feasts” in the rubric ,,Traditional celebration of for
ecclesiastical and popular Orthodox feasts”/ “Celebration of St. Basil’s Day” / “Surva”,
indicated on pages: 196 (in Bulgarian); 450 (in English).

° “Traditional Dances and Children’s Games”, in the rubric ,,Performance of

ritual dances”/ “St. Basil’s Day” — on pages: 198 (in Bulgarian); 452 (in English).


http://www.treasuresbulgaria.com/main.php

o » Iraditionals crafts and traditionals production of home-made objects or

products”, in the rubric ,,Making ritual and feast objects (survakar masks and

costumes)” on the pages: 199 (in Bulgarian); 453 (in English).

above.

The same can be followed in the electronic version on the internet address pointed

The excerpt from the inventory in the Bulgarian language is as follows:

National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage Elements

Excerpt

Domains:
- social practices, rituals and festive events
- knowledges and practices concerning nature and the universe

- traditional craftsmanship

The element of intangible cultural heritage:

The Folk Feast Surova in Pernik Region

Standard name of the element:

Surova, Surva, Sirova, Survakari games, St. Basil’s Day, New Year

Area of distribution:

The folk feast Surova with the traditional masquerade games is a live practice in the

following towns and villages in Pernik region: Bela VVoda, Yardzhilovtsi, Dragichevo, Kralev

Dol, Lyulin, Batanovtsi, Cherna Gora, Leskovets, Meshtitsa, Golemo Buchino, Bogdanov

Dol, Vitanovtsi, Rasnik, Kovachevtsi, Sirishtnik, Kosacha, Chepino, Svetlya, Gabrov Dol,

Lobosh, Elov Dol, Divlya, Izvor, Stefanovo, Drugan, Begunovtsi, Kosharevo, Velkovtsi,

Dolna

Sekirna, Gigintsi, Noevtsi, Slakovtsi, Radomir, Kopanitsa, Divotino, Peshtera,

Kalishte, Zemen, Dren, Rakilovtsi, Banishte.

Sinthesized description:

The Folk Feast Surova in Pernik region takes place every year on 13™ and 14" of

January — New Year according to the old Julian calendar. For local communities nowadays
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Surova is the most favourite feast. The core of the element is the masquerade ritualism which
for many generations has served as a positive transition from the old to the new year. The
immediate participants of these ancient but still alive New Year rites are survakari
masquerade groups, playing and going around the villages. All participants wear masks; some
of them perform special masquerade roles, e.g. “the leader”, “the newlyweds”, “the priest”,
“the bear with the bear-leaders”.

In the evening of January 13", survakari go to the village centre, light fires and play
around them, and tease the people watching around. They also visit other neighbouring
villages or meet other masquerade groups. They all play the ring dance horo and have fun.
Early in the morning of January 14™ the masked men gather together again to walk over the
village and visit every house. In all houses, they ritually “marry the young couple”, and “the
bear mauls for good health”. The hosts are waiting for them with a ritually set table, treat
them to a good meal and give them presents. The visit of the masked men to each house is a

must.

Bearers and practitioners of the element:

By the beginning of the 20™ century only the young single men from the community
masked themselves because the element once attained initiation functions directly related to
men’s initiation and marriage. Nowadays the masquerade games involve as participants men

and women of all ages and children.

Age category of bearers and practitioners:

All people, irrespective of their ages

Sex:
Both sexes.

Social and professional categories:

All kinds of social and professional categories.

Present status of the element:

The core of the element is the masquerade ritualism which for many generations has

served as a positive transition from the old to the new year. The immediate participants of



these ancient but still alive new year rites are survakari masquerade groups, playing and going
around the villages.

The performers in the survakari masquerade games are groups formed in each village
consisting of 50-60 people — men, women and children, performing their games in several
dozens of villages. Generally for the region the participants in the masquerade groups are over
2500 people, called survakari, survashkare, sirviskare, mechkare. Practically the Feast
includes village communities which have no survakari group of their own (usually because of
the small number of inhabitants), since the masked groups visit all houses not only in their
own village but in neighbouring villages as well.

A continuous form of communication among people from different social,
professional and age groups is realized through the element’s implementation based on
handing down, assimilation and expression of traditional knowledge and skills, and through
the integration of a certain recognized and approved by the feast way of thinking and feeling.

Surova plays a perspective-integrating role in the construction of a “bridge between
the generations”. The attractiveness of the masquerade holiday experience appeals to the
young people and raises their self-esteem as continuers of the tradition and interpreters of the

cultural originality of their village communities.

Safequarding measures:

1) Legislation:

In Bulgaria, the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage 2003 was ratified on 10.03.2006.

The Law of Safeguarding the Cultural Heritage was adopted by the National Assembly
on 26.02.2009 — Cultural Heritage ACT, effective from 10.04.2009 promulgated in State
Gazette Ne 19, 13.03.2009, last amended 15.06.2012: http://www.unesco-bg.org/culture/bul-

ich/?language=bg&article=documents&section=requlations&post=14

In 2001-2002 a team of experts prepared the electronic version of the Bulgarian
National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage — “Living Human Treasures — Bulgaria.

List of Activities”: http://www.treasuresbulgaria.com/main.php.

In 2004 the Inventory was published in a book: XXuBu 4oBemku CbKpOBHUIIA —
Bwarapus. Living Human Treasures — Bulgaria. Sofia: “Marin Drinov” Academic Publishing

House, 2004 (a bilingual Bulgarian-English edition).


http://www.unesco-bg.org/culture/bul-ich/?language=bg&article=documents&section=regulations&post=14
http://www.unesco-bg.org/culture/bul-ich/?language=bg&article=documents&section=regulations&post=14
http://www.treasuresbulgaria.com/main.php

By order of the Minister of Culture, National commissions for carrying out the
selections for the program “Living Human Treasures — Bulgaria” were established in 2008,
2010, 2012.

2) Contribution of institutions:

The idea of adding the Folk Feast of Surova to the National Representative List of the
intangible cultural heritage was taken up by the communities themselves — by the bearers of
the element, after informing them about the established and functioning National System
“Living Human Treasures — Bulgaria”. According to the rules of the program, the
institutional responsibility at local level for the implementation of the procedures was
assumed by the Regional Historical Museum — Pernik. The initiative was supported by the
regional and the municipal administrations, the municipalities in the villages where the
element is practiced. The Department of Culture at the Municipality of Pernik cooperated in
the gathering of representatives of all survakari groups when an official resolution to apply for
national selection was adopted. The heads of the groups and the secretaries of the community
centres in no time collected and submitted archival and contemporary photographs, amateur
and professional films about the Surova Feast in Pernik region for the elaboration of the
needed documentation, as well as materials on the appearances of the survakari groups in the
country and abroad on other occasions. An orderly organization of collecting signatures
stating the free and informed consent of each participant in the survakari group was
implemented in the villages. Within a week only, several thousand signatures were collected
from 31 villages in the region. The specialists from the Department of Culture at the
Municipality of Pernik and from the regional administration collected additional information
about the feast in all villages in the region.

The participants in the Surova Folk Feast were informed about the meetings of the
experts from the National Council for Intangible Cultural Heritage at the Ministry of Culture
and about the progress of the selection. Whenever possible the values of the element,the
importance of its safeguarding, and its addition to the National List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage were popularized to the general public. An active media campaign was conducted
which reached even the smallest settlements in the region. The participation of the
communities and the groups — bearers of the element was direct and large-scale.

After the nomination of the Surova Feast in Pernik Region at national level, it received
the undivided support of the National Council for ICH by the resolution to elaborate its

application for adding it to UNESCQ's Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
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of Humanity. The leaders of the survakari groups on their own initiative established an
organization for the elaboration of the needed documentation, declaring their free and
informed consent.

The elaboration of the application for inscription to the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity was coordinated by the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Bulgaria and was implemented by experts from the Institute of Ethnology and
Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum at BAS, in collaboration with the Regional
Historical Museum — Pernik, with the active support of the Regional and the Municipal
administrations of the town of Pernik, the municipalities and the community centres in the

region.

3) Envisaged safeguarding measures:

Progress of the legislative frame for the safegarding of the element.

Field researches in order to update the scientific information about the element,
preserving the infornation in the archive funds, modernisation of archives for safegarding and
popularisation of the element.

The municipal administrations with the culture departments in the region of Pernik,
the Regional Historical Museum and the local museums in the smaller villages study,
document, keep and popularize the traditional masquerade games on Surova and financially
support them.

In order to maintain the Surova Feast the Municipality of Pernik established in 1966
the Festival of Masquerade Games. Nowadays it takes place at the end of January every year
— two weeks after it has been held in the villages. From the very beginning, although
announced as “regional”, the festival incorporated groups for masquerade games from the
whole country and acquired a national character. The festival in Pernik stimulates the revival
of the masquerade games in a number of villages and the appearance of other festival events
in urban environment. In 1985 its statute became international under the title of International
Festival of Masquerade Games Surova. Nowadays more than 100 groups with more than 6000
masked performers take part in this festival with international participation. National and
foreign media actively cover the events. The general interest in the Surova Feast with the
masquerade games further motivates its bearers to protect and pass the element with care. The
element’s addition to the National Representative List of elements of the intangible cultural
heritage in 2012 is an acknowledgement of its value and guarantees the engagement of the

governmental institutions in its safeguarding.



Involvement and agreement of communities:

Representatives of the communities (masquerade groups from 36 villages in Pernik
region) support the preparing of application for adding the element to UNESCO’s
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The Regional Historical Museum — Pernik, Municicipality of Pernik, community
centers (chitalishta) give support and assistance to preparation of the candidature.

The Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum at the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences has provided archive data and experts who were involved in
preparing the nomination of the element for inscription in the UNESCO Representative List

of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Prepared by:
Iglika Mishkova — IEFSEM-BAS
Milena Lyubenova — IEFSEM-BAS

Tsvetana Manova — ethnologist










































2. Cdepa na HKH - ,,Tpagnunonsun o6pean n npasHauu”

Hme Ha npoekTa - ,,Cpemuas ce 1Ba OyeHela — MUTAJH ¢a”

Huctaryuns — Hapoano untammme ,,Hanpeask — IOnep 19157, ¢.FOnep, o6muna
Ky6par, o6sact Pasrpan

Hocuren — I'pyna 3a nu3Bopen ¢oakiiop n odbu4an

3. Cdepa na HKH - ,, Tpagunnonnn o6pean u npasHunn”

Hme Ha npoexTa — MackapagHa urpa ,,Jxxaman” (c.Komos, o6muna UBanoso, o0aact
Pyce)

Nucrntyuns — PernoHasieH neropuiecku myseii, rp.Pyce

Hocuren — I'pyna 3a aBTeHTHYeH OIKIOp

4. Cdepa na HKH - ,,TpagunuoHHo TaHIyBaHe H JeTCKH HIpH”’

Hme Ha npoexta — ,IIposieTHH xopa Ha necen ot rp.bans, Kapioscko”
HAucratynus — Hapoano unranume ,,Cs. CB. Kupui u Meroauii”, rp.bans, o0muna
Kapaoso, o6aact IlioBanBs

Hocuren — I'pyna 3a n3Bopen ¢oJkiaop

S. Cdepa na HKH - “Tpannunonno neeHe H cBHpeHe”

HMme Ha npoekTa - ,IleceHTa — MHHAI0, HACTOsIE H Obaeme”

Hncturyuus — Hapoano ynrannme ,,Cs. Cs. Kupui n Meroanii — 1926”, ¢.CaToBua,
oomuna CaroBua, o6aact biaroeBrpan

I'pyna — /Kencka rpyna Ha ,,Bucoxo neene”, /lercka rpyna Ha ,Bucoxo neene”

2012 r.

1. Cdepa na HKH - ,,TpaguunonHo neene u cBHpene”

Hme na npoekra — ,,Jlo0bpcku 6a0u — nazuTe/ I HA TPaAMLHOHHHSA 00pea Boauum”
Hucraryuus — Hapoano untannme ,,IIpocsera — 1927”, ¢.{o6bpcko, o6muna PasJior,
obnact Baaroesrpan

I'pynoB Hocuren — rpyna ,,/{o0bpekn 6a6n”

2. Cdepa Ha HKH - ,,TpagnunoHHo neeHe u ceupeHe”

Hme Ha npoekTa — ,,/{a cbXpaHHM JYHABCKHTE PHTMH B C.AHTHMOBO”

Hucruryuns — Hapoano ynrannme ,,Pazsurne — 1926, c. AHTHMOBO, 00muHa Buaun,
obaact Buaun

I'pynoB nocuren — /lyxosa my3uka ,,/lynaBckn putmu”

3. Cdepa na HKH — ,, TpagnunoHHH 3aHASTH, AOMAIMIHH JeHHOCTH H NOMHHBIH —
JAbpBoodpaboTBane H AbPBOpe36a”

Hme na npoekra — ,,O1 H3BOpA Hec, 32 Aa HH HMa yTpe”

Hucruryuus — Hapoauo unraaume ,,bpatcreo — 1869”, rp. Kiocrenaun, obnacr
Kiocrenani

HWuauBuayanen Hocutea — Credan Anexcos Ilerpos ot c.Jlomunna

4. Cdepa na HKH - ,, TpaguunoHHH 3aHAATH, JOMAIHH AeiiHOCTH H NOMHHbIH —
KHJIHMApCTBO”

Hme Ha mpoekTa — ,, YHNIPOBCKH KHIHMH”

HAucrutyuus — Hapoano untamume “Ilersp Boraan — 1909”, rp.Unnposunu, odaact



Montana
I'pynoB nHocurea — XKencka dosixnopua rpyna u miaaau (UBanka UsaiisioBa n
3axapunka UsaiinoBa)

5. Cdepa na HKH - ,, TpaguuunoHsu npasHuuu H odpenu — IlpasnyBane Ha
Bacuasosaen (Cypsa)”

Hme Ha npoexTa — ,,Hapoauns npasunk Cypsa B Ilepanmxko”

HucTutynus — PernonasieH neropnieckd Myseii, rp. Ilepank, odaact Hepaux
I'pynoB Hocutea — CypBakapceku rpyns ot 31 cetmma.



REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF THE INTANGIBLE
CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE REPUBLIC OF
BULGARIA

pdelels

1. Section: Traditional rites and feasts
Project name: "Nestinarstvo, messages from the past: the Panagyr of Saints

Constantine and Elena in the village of Bulgari”
Nominating institution: Regional Historic Museum - Bourgas
Bearer: A group from v. Bulgari, Tzarevo Municipality (headed by Michail

Michailov)

2. Section: Traditional rites and feasts

Project name: "Kalusha — lond-standing tradition kept for the generations to
come"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center) "Nicola
Y. Vaptzarov", v. Hurletz, Kozlodui Municipality, District Vratza

Bearer: "Kalushari" group for authentic folklore

3. Section: Traditional rites and feasts

Project name — "Traditional Vasilitsa Wedding"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center) "Geo
Milev”, town of Momin Prohod, Kostenetz Municipality, District Sofia

Bearer: "Momin prohod" folklore ensemble

4. Section: Traditional crafts and traditional production of home-made objects or
products/ gun smithery
Project name: "Dyanko Dyankov — master of ancient weapons from the town of

Apriltsi”



Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center)
"Prosveta”, town of Apriltsi and Museum of Art Crafts and Applied Arts, town of
Troyan, District Lovech

Bearer: Dyanko Dyankov (weapon craft master, knife master, also crafting tin

alloy vessels)

5. Section: Traditional singing and music playing/ two part women’s or man’s folk
singing from the town of Nedelino and from Nedelino region

Project name: "Two-part singing in the town of Nedelino"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center)
"Svetlina", town of Nedelino, District Smolyan

Bearer: Group for authentic singing (headed by Aneta Emilova)

2010

1. Section: Traditional narration
Project name - "Listen and you will know"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center) "Minyor
— 2005", town of Pernik, Pernik Municipality, District Pernik
Individual bearer: a story teller (Lidia Evtimova Dobrevska — town of Breznik,

Breznik Municipality, District Pernik)

2. Section: Traditional rites and feasts

Project name: "Two buenets met and started a talk"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center)
"Napredak — Yuper”, v. Yuper, town of Kubrat, Kubrat Municipality, District
Razgrad

Bearer: Group for source folklore and customs

3. Section: Traditional rites and feasts



Project name: Mask game "Djamal” (v. Koshov, Municipality of lvanovo, District
Rousse)
Nominating institution: Regional Historic Museum - Russe

Bearer: group for authentic folklore

4. Section: Traditional dancing and children’s games
Project name: "Spring folklore dancing on songs from town of Banya, Karlovsko"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center) "St. St.
Cyril and Methodius", town of Banya, municipality of Karlovo, District Plovdiv

Bearer: group for source folklore

5. Section: Traditional singing and music playing
Project name: "The song — past, present and future”

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center) "St. St.
Cyril and Methodius - 1926", town of Satovcha, municipality of Satovcha, District
Blagoevgrad

Group bearer: Female group "High voice singing", Children group for "High voice
singing"

2012

1. Section: Traditional singing and music playing
Project name: "Dobarsko babi — keepers of the traditional ritual Voditsi"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center)
"Prosveta — 1927", v. Dobarsko, Municipality of Razlog, District Blagoevgrad

Group bearer: "Grand mothers from Dobarsko"

2. Section: Traditional singing and music playing
Project name: "Let's preserve the Danube rhythms in v. Antimovo"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center)

"Razvitie — 1926", v. Antimovo, Municipality of Vidin, District Vidin



Group bearer: Aerophonic music "Danube rhythms"

3. Section: Traditional crafts and traditional production of home-made objects or
products/ wood processing and woodcarving

Project name: "Today from the source so that we can continue existing
tomorrow"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center)
"Bratstvo — 1869", town of Kustendil, District Kustendil

Individual bearer: Stefan Alexov Petrov from v. Lomnitsa

4. Section: Traditional crafts and traditional production of home-made objects or
products/ carpet making (of carpets typical for the region of Chiprovtsi).

Project name: "Carpets from Chiprovtsi"

Nominating institution: People’s Chitalishte (Community Cultural Center) "Peter
Bogdan— 1909", town of Chiprovtsi, District Chiprovtsi

Group bearer: Female folklore group and youngsters (lvanka Ivaylova and

Zaharinka Ivaylova)

5. Section: Traditional rites and feasts /St. Basil’'s day

Project name: "The national Surva [St. Bazil's Day] celebration in region of
Pernik"

Nominating institution: Regional Historic Museum - Pernik, district Pernik

Group bearer: Surva groups from 31 locations



