
	[image: image1.jpg].

LS

United Nations Intangible
Educational, Scientificand . Cultural
Cultural Organization Heritage




	Original: English


CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF 

THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE


INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 

SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE


Fourth session

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

28 September to 2 October 2009
	Proposal of a programme, project or activity to be selected and promoted as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention in 2009

(Reference No. 00306)

	A.
	State(s) Party(ies): Spain

	B.
	Name of the programme, project or activity proposed for selection and promotion: Centre for traditional culture – school museum of Pusol pedagogic project

	C.
	Scope of the programme, project or activity:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 national

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 sub-regional

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 regional

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 international (including geographically non-continuous areas)

	D.
	Status of the programme, project or activity:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 completed
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 in progress
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 planned

	E.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individuals concerned:

1. Students aged 3 to 11 from Pusol School, in Elche’s Countryside (‘Camp d’Elx’ or ‘Campo de Elche’), Elche, Spain.

2. Schoolchildren’s families.

3. Pusol’s rural district population.

4. Population of the remaining rural areas of Elche’s Countryside.

5. Population of the city of Elche.

6. Local and non-local students, teachers and researchers.

7. School Museum visitors other than local visitors.

Groups 1 to 3 have been project targets since its implementation in 1968.

Groups 4 to 7 were incorporated in successive stages as the project became successful in Elche and outside Elche.

	F.
	Brief textual description of the programme, project or activity:

The project has a pedagogic nature. Its tool for integrating school into its context and for education based on values is tangible and intangible cultural and natural heritage. Implemented at the one-teacher rural public School of Pusol (Elche, Spain) in 1968, the project has successfully integrated heritage into formal education. Guided by teachers and external collaborators, children explore, in a play atmosphere, the rich Elche heritage in contact with tradition bearers, and directly contribute to its preservation. The children do fieldwork data collection, museography, and teach one another and visitors about heritage, studying and exploring the heritage by themselves. The project has trained almost 500 schoolchildren and has resulted in a School Museum with more than 61,000 inventory entries and 770 oral files, preserving everyday life heritage and promoting the cultural mapping of local heritage resources. It deserves to be selected for its pioneering, democratic, integrative and participatory nature; for its methodological findings; for its potential as a model; and as an evidence of the feasibility of extending bottom-up heritage preservation from schools. The project is highly esteemed by the local rural community, the general population of Elche, and experts on education and culture.

	1.
	Identification of the programme, project or activity to be selected and promoted

	1.a.
	Name of the programme, project or activity: Centre for traditional culture - school museum of Pusol pedagogic project.

	1.b.
	Identification of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and their location:
1. Students aged 3 to 11 from Pusol School, in Elche’s Countryside (Camp d’Elx or Campo de Elche), Elche, Spain.

2. Schoolchildren’s families.

3. Pusol’s rural district population.

4. Population of the remaining rural areas of Elche’s Countryside.

5. Population of the city of Elche.

6. Local and non-local students, teachers and researchers.

7. School Museum visitors other than local visitors.

Groups 1 to 3 have been project targets since its implementation in 1968. Groups 4 to 7 were incorporated in successive stages as the project became successful in Elche and outside Elche.

Certain sub-groups, institutions and people have also been crucial to project development:

· Key collaborators: numerous people (teachers from Pusol, teachers from other schools, tradition-bearers, volunteers…) took part in the project as key collaborators from the beginning in 1968.

· Heritage donors to the School Museum: according to the museum’s records, more than 1,300 individuals and families have donated materials to the School Museum during four decades of project development.

· Non-profit associations: Neighbors Association of Pusol (Asociación de Vecinos de Pusol); Rural Women and Families Federation (Federación de Mujeres y Familias del Ámbito Rural, AMFAR); Nativity Scene Makers Association (Asociación de Belenistas de Elche); Cultural and Paleontological Group of Elche (Grupo Cultural Paleontológico de Elche); Association for Environmental Defense TAFAE (Asociación para la Defensa del Medio Ambiente TAFAE).
· Local media: ‘Información’ newspaper; ‘La Verdad’ newspaper; ‘Noticias Elche’ newspaper; ‘ésElx.com’ digital journal; ‘Teleelx’ TV station; ‘Radio Elche’ radio station; ‘Radio Express’ radio station; ‘Punto Radio’ radio station. ·

· Heritage preservation centres in Spain: Agost Centre—Pottery Museum (Agost); Centre for Traditional Culture (Salamanca); Education Resource and Interpretation Centre—School Museum of Cantabria (CRIEME-MUESCA, Polanco); Archaeological Museum ‘Antonio Ballester Ruiz’ (Callosa de Segura); Archaeological Museum (Orihuela); Archaeological and Ethnological Museum ‘Gratiniano Baches’ (Pilar de la Horadada); Archaeological and Ethnological Museum (Guardamar del Segura); Archaeological and Paleontological Municipal Museum (Rojales); Wall Museum (Orihuela); Sea Museum (Santa Pola); Hemp and Huerta Ethnological Museum (Callosa de Segura); Paleontological Museum (Elche); Pedagogical Museum of Galicia (MUPEGA, Santiago de Compostela); Valencian Ethnological Museum (Valencia). ·
· Universities: University of Alicante; University of Valencia; Miguel Hernández University of Elche; National University of Distance Education (UNED, Elche Associated Centre). ·
· Public Administrations: Elche City Council (Ayuntamiento de Elche); Alicante Provincial Council (Diputación Provincial de Alicante); Valencian Regional Government (Generalitat Valenciana). ·
· Industrial and trade companies and organizations: Automóviles Crespo S. A.; Feria Agrícola, Industrial y Comercial de Elche (FAIC); Grupo Antón Comunicación; Grupo Inerzia; Grupo Mustang España S. A.; Grupo Pikolinos (Fundación Juan Perán-Pikolinos); Alicante Exhibition Center (Institución Ferial Alicantina, IFA); Neumáticos Soledad S. L.; R. B. El Dantés S. L. U. 

	1.c.
	Geographic location and range of the programme, project or activity:
The project has a local reach. It is focused on the recovery of the cultural and natural heritage of the city of Elche (Spain) and of the singular and extensive farming cultural landscape that surrounds it, Elche’s Countryside (‘Camp d’Elx’ in the local Valencian language, ‘Campo de Elche’ in Spanish language). 

Between 1968 and the mid 1980s, the project remained within the boundaries of the rural district of Pusol, where the School was based. But as knowledge of the project's values and achievements spread, the project’s operational scope grew larger, first involving the remaining rural districts of Elche’s Countryside (mid 1980s) and later the city of Elche (1990s).

	1.d.
	Domain(s) represented by the programme, project or activity, if applicable:

The Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol Pedagogic Project uses a comprehensive heritage concept. It is not surprising, then, that after four decades of work, the project has taken heritage safeguarding actions with regard to intangible cultural expressions representative of the five domains in Article 2.2 of the Convention, namely: 

(a) oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage; 

(b) performing arts; 

(c) social practices, rituals and festive events; 

(d) knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe; 

(e) traditional craftsmanship. 

Please note that the project concentrated on domains (a), (c), (d) and (e), given its history and goals.

	2.
	Description of the programme, project or activity

	2.a.
	Background and rationale:

GOALS 

General goals: 

· To promote value-based education by integrating the local cultural and natural heritage within the curriculum.
· To contribute to the preservation of Elche’s heritage by means of education, training, direct action and awareness-raising in the educational community. 
Operational goals:
· Study by schoolchildren of the School's environment through direct contact with tradition-bearers.
· Active participation of families and neighbors in school educational processes.
· Opening of the project to external collaborators.
· Humanization of learning processes by means of direct inter-generational transmission of knowledge and traditions.
· Promotion of the local Valencian language in teaching as a vehicle for the expression of intangible cultural heritage.
· Promotion of identity, social and cultural life, and sustainability of the local community through school activities.
· Design and implementation of projects for the preservation and promotion of local heritage.
· Making heritage an asset to ensure the continuity of Pusol School as a quality public educational service in a rural setting. 
· Ensuring project continuity by consolidating the teaching staff and searching for external support. 
DEVELOPMENT 
1. 1968-1979. Gradual definition. The teacher Fernando García-Fontanet notes that farming mechanization is causing deep cultural and environmental transformations in Elche's Countryside and introduces the study of Pusol’s traditions, natural environment, and material culture into the School's curriculum. The rural community appreciates the School's effort, and supports its pedagogic project. The School participates in community claims for better infrastructure. 
2. 1980-1991. Methodological refinement and emergence of the School Museum. Every year, the School explores a different aspect of rural heritage. The methodology described in 2.b is improved. Attracted by the School's commitment to local community claims, the media spread the values of the pedagogic project. Heritage donations rise and a School Museum of Agriculture (Museo Escolar Agrícola) is set up as an unforeseen project result. The participation of the museum in the Agricultural, Industrial and Commercial Fair (FAIC) extends the project's reach across Elche's Countryside. The local press publishes dissemination articles on Elche's rural heritage written by Pusol students. First awards and public finance. 
3. 1992-2000. Managing the project’s growth. Growing recognition leads to steady donation growth. The city is included as a target. Growing logistic and financial difficulties lead the education community to set up a non-profit association to manage the project (1992). The Regional Government (Generalitat Valenciana) recognizes the Museum, and adds to the School's teaching staff. Elche City Council finances two Museum extensions, opened in 1993 and 2001. Local entrepreneurs join the project sponsors.
4. 2001-to date. Adjustment of project goals and assurance of continuity. The pedagogic project changes its name to Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol, in line with the broader scope of its goals. Agreements with private and public organizations are signed. The project is publicized in national and international forums.

	2.b.
	Safeguarding measures involved:

IDENTIFICATION 

The heritage contents of school work for the academic year is selected by the School Council and the Association governing the project (the Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol Association, a sort of School Council extension, first known as School Museum of Agriculture of Pusol Association), with participation of students, parents, neighbors, former students, and external collaborators. The selection constitutes a process of identification, as the rural community had not given patrimonial value to its own culture and environment. The emergence of the Museum included a complementary identification process connected to the inventory and cataloguing of the collections. 

DOCUMENTATION, RESEARCH, PRESERVATION, PROTECTION, TRANSMISSION AND DISSEMINATION 

Adults carry out activities under the project but the project’s main contribution is the innovative working methodology applied by children with their formal education, based on the following principles: 
· Schoolchildren’s autonomy, initiative, personal responsibility, respect, altruism and cooperation. 
· Transfer of knowledge and skills from older children to younger ones; the former guide the latter in their work.

· Direct intergenerational transmission of knowledge and skills: children learn from tradition-bearers.

· Participation of families and neighbors in school work.

· Mediating and guiding role of educators and project collaborators.

· Bottom-up networking

· Play atmosphere.

The project programs two basic types of school activities: 
· The School explores the environment. Fieldwork trained, schoolchildren explore the targeted heritage, taking notes, photographs and on-site drawings, and doing oral surveys with key informants. Back at school, data and borrowed or donated implements are processed: inventory sheets are filled in; implements are cleaned and restored by risk-free interventions. They cooperate in the storage of the items and prepare the exhibitions; they study the materials and the recordings; and they participate in teaching about the collections, preparing museum guides or drawing up information texts.
· The environment enters the school. Teaching workshops are organized in which tradition-bearers and children work together; teachers, families and external collaborators participate as mediators. The School Museum constitutes the permanent presence of the environment in Pusol School. 
PROMOTION AND VALORIZATION 
The project has valorized Elche's heritage, particularly the intangible cultural heritage, through the identification process described (providing traditional popular culture with a heritage value) and by promoting its valorization, inspiring many recovery initiatives for Elche's popular and traditional culture. 
The project organizes activities and participates in initiatives for local heritage promotion launched by companies and public administrations, such as the dissemination exhibitions fostered by the City Council, or the exhibitions offered by the Alicante Exhibition Center (IFA). 
REVITALIZATION 
The project saved numerous expressions of Elche’s popular culture (traditional crops and crafts, and their vocabulary; traditional rituals, festivities, meals, games, songs, sayings, leisure activities, etc.) at times when ethnographic heritage was not an official priority. By making them visible, showing and disseminating their patrimonial and scientific worth, it aroused local pride for their preservation, thus bringing them back to life and opening up avenues for promotion. 

	3.
	Why this programme, project or activity deserves to be selected

	3.a.
	How it reflects the principles and objectives of the Convention:

· The project has helped consolidate the economic, social, educational and cultural rights of Pusol's population. The study of the Pusol School's environment by schoolchildren has been paralleled by the Pusol School's commitment to its environment.

· The project applies a comprehensive heritage concept, studying and promoting the safeguarding of traditional lifestyles and the cultural and natural scenarios attached to them, and emphasizing the interdependence between tangible and intangible cultural heritage and natural heritage, as proved by the varied collections of the Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol, and the contents of ‘El Setiet’, its periodical publication.

· The project has effectively encouraged the preservation of Elche’s heritage, especially of intangible assets. It is the only long-term initiative based on a real commitment to the identification, visibility, preservation and revitalization of the cultural heritage of everyday life in Elche and its Countryside.

· Thanks to an innovative methodology aimed at integrating heritage into formal education, the project has raised awareness about heritage in hundreds of schoolchildren.

· The project promotes an active policy of School Museum visits, which has added to heritage awareness among children from other schools in Elche and neighbouring towns, via non-formal education. Similarly, the Museum attracts visitors from other social groups (senior citizens, corporate and professional groups...) coming from Elche's Countryside, the city of Elche, and beyond.

· The project has turned heritage —particularly intangible assets— into a bridge for dialogue and the direct transfer of knowledge between the elderly and children, helping the former feel useful to the latter, and arousing respect and admiration in the latter with respect to the former. 
· The identification and valorization of rural heritage has promoted the sustainability of the fragile ecosystem of Elche's Countryside. The project has reinforced the esteem and loyalty of local farmers to their traditional crops and farming practices, wisely adapted to the harsh environmental conditions. 
· The project could not have been developed without the active and supportive participation of the community, groups and individuals (tradition-bearers, local leaders, teachers from other schools...). A key social nucleus in the Pusol area, the School is always open to a community that cooperates in its improvement and maintenance (painting, gardening…) and feels proud of it. 
· The project coordinates and pools the efforts made by social and institutional stakeholders —in Elche and outside Elche— with an interest in pedagogic innovation and heritage preservation (see sections 1.b and 3.c). 
· While reasserting local identity and pride, the project promotes respect and appreciation for cultural diversity (traditional cultures within modern society as well as traditions of other regions and countries), and evidences the potential of heritage for integration into multicultural contexts. At present, children from five nationalities (British, Spanish, French, Italian and Romanian) go to the Pusol School.

	3.b.
	Its effectiveness, either demonstrated or reasonably expected:
The story of the project is a successful one, in spite of the difficulties it encountered. Numerous parameters can be used to determine the project's effectiveness with regard to safeguarding the natural and cultural tangible and intangible heritage:

· Its duration and evolution. The project has existed for four decades, redefining and extending its goals and finding solutions to issues brought up by its own success, without losing its identity.

· The collections (1): magnitude, diversity and quality. The Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol includes more than 61,000 inventory entries of all types (farming implements and craftsmanship items, furniture, textiles, machinery, documents…) and Elche’s largest, most valuable oral archive (with more than 770 recordings), which stores the voices of those who lived most of their lives in the traditional world. Without the project, it all would have been lost, because in the 1970s and 1980s, official heritage policies focused on the preservation of monumental architecture, artwork, archaeological sites, and some emblems of Elche's heritage (the Palmeral and the Mistery Play).

· The collections (2): growth and legal status. The collections of the School Museum are all the result of altruist donations. Their growth has been almost exponential and they even come from other towns; this points to the effectiveness of the project with respect to heritage awareness-raising.

· Project initiatives: magnitude, diversity and quality. Over the past forty years, the pedagogic project has launched numerous preservation, visibility, research and dissemination initiatives, such as publications and exhibitions.

· Public and private awards and recognition. The project has received numerous awards and distinctions from social and institutional stakeholders, locally and regionally.

· Number and background of collaborators and sponsors. The project is supported by highly committed individuals and organizations representative of very different social areas (see section 1.b); especially significant is the total commitment of schoolchildren and their families, as well as that of other members of Pusol's local community.

· Number of students educated and trained under the project. Around 500 children have been formally educated on the basis of heritage values and technically equipped for active participation in heritage preservation outside school. A much higher and growing number of children and youths have been made heritage-aware by the project via non-formal education using the School Museum as a fantastic teaching resource. 

At present the project's team is designing a scientific study to determine its pedagogic effectiveness from the perspective of the generation of a strategically important human capital, preservation-wise: the impact on the lives of hundreds of Pusol schoolchildren will be studied. This will allow the project team to determine, based on statistics, whether former Pusol students become especially committed adults in relation to heritage.

	3.c.
	How it may promote coordination on regional, sub-regional and/or international levels, if applicable:

The Centre for Traditional Culture‑School Museum of Pusol Pedagogic Project can help coordinate efforts in the preservation of intangible cultural heritage, and heritage in general, mainly in two ways:
· By making its human capital available to public and private social stakeholders from other towns or countries. All the people who have actively cooperated in the project can share their experience with individuals, groups, and institutions committed to heritage preservation, either giving advice or talking about their personal experience as participants in a successful project aimed at rescuing and valorizing heritage.
· By spreading the project's experience through tangible or intangible mediums. The project can share its experience with third parties by increasing its dissemination policies in the number of publications and of contents in its website (<http://www.museopusol.com>) and translating them into other languages. 

We must also note that the Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol has already fostered two coordination activities at local and national levels:
· Between the late 1980s and the mid 1990s, Pusol School actively promoted the implementation of its pedagogic project as a reference curricular standard for rural schools in the Elche area. This initiative was highly successful, as shown by newspapers at the time; unfortunately, it was cut short by external factors.
· At the beginning of the current decade, together with other archaeology, ethnology and paleontology museums —public and private— from Callosa de Segura, Elche, Guardamar del Segura, Orihuela, Pilar de la Horadada and Rojales, the Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol headed a coordination initiative resulting in the document ‘Resource Guide for the Creation of a Museum Network in Southern Alicante (Bajo Segura and Bajo Vinalopó counties)’ —’Guía de Recursos para la Creación de una Red de Museos del Sur de Alicante (Comarcas del Bajo Segura y Bajo Vinalopó)’—. The purpose of the initiative was ‘to collaborate in services such as restoration, exhibitions, didactics, publications, promotion’ and ‘creation of thematic itineraries’. Today, the Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol has a close relationship with such museums. 

Likewise, the project has participated in coordination initiatives in educational and cultural areas taking place elsewhere in Spain, such as:
· First National Encounter of Centres for Traditional Culture (Salamanca; 17 to 19 November, 1994), organized by the Centre for Traditional Culture of the Salamanca Provincial Council.
· Seminar ‘School Historical Heritage’ (Polanco; 28 May, 2008), organized by the Education Resource and Interpretation Centre—School Museum of Cantabria (CRIEME-MUESCA) of the Education Department of the Cantabria Regional Government, which brought together representatives from the education administrations of all of Spain.

	3.d.
	How it may serve as a regional, sub-regional and/or international model, particularly for developing countries:

The project has a great potential as a model at regional, sub-regional and international levels, particularly in relation to the needs of developing countries. First, it is an educational project, and education promotion is one of the policies with the highest strategic relevance for the promotion of human development. Second, the transformation of local heritage into a teaching tool for formal education entails values of interest for developing societies:

· The principle of integrating a school within its context applied in Pusol requires schools to become involved with their environments. Pusol School has always been a voice for community claims for the improvement of infrastructures and services (roads, electricity, drinking water, telephone network, sewage, etc.).

· Pusol’s pedagogic project effectively contributes to laying the foundations of a sustainable use of the local context by the local population, with a focus on their own benefit, as it promotes the cultural mapping of local resources, the awareness of the local population and the training of its human capital on heritage preservation and valorization.

· The history of the pedagogic project, a success story, has become a reference case. It particularly examplifies how expected and unexpected difficulties, especially those caused by the success of a project, can be overcome and used to the project’s own advantage. This is the case with the School Museum, which spontaneously spun off from the study of the Pusol School surroundings by schoolchildren; and was later transformed, in the 1990s, into a resource used by the Association, owner of its collections, for the maintenance of the Pusol School (fighting the prevailing trend towards the concentration of educational facilities at the time.) 

But beyond these general facts, the transformation of Pusol’s pedagogic project —a successful project with a local reach— into a reference model in such a way that it may be able to offer protocols and guidelines at a sub-regional, regional, national and international level, demands complementary efforts in the following areas:

· Systematic catalogue of good practices conceived and implemented over the project’s four decades;

· Formalization and modelling of the project's experience, to facilitate its study, transfer and/or adaptation by individuals and groups with different environmental and cultural references. 

The international dissemination efforts undertaken by the project in recent years (see section 5) have caused the project to reflect on itself; but the modelling of the project's constitutive elements has just begun, including the cataloguing of best practices. 

Lastly, without a doubt, the results of the project can be objectively evaluated. In this particular respect, we have indicators and evaluation projects underway (see section 3.b).

	4.
	Community involvement and consent

	4.a.
	Participation of the community, group or individuals in the programme, project or activity:
The project fully relies on the participation of the education community and the remaining groups and individuals. The emotional foundation of its success lies in the trust, empathy and commitment that inspire its altruism, accessibility, accountability and smooth operation. The way in which stakeholders participate has already been described but it is worth noting the specific participation avenues of the following groups:
· Young people. Their participation is a basic principle in the project. Initially, participation was limited to students from Pusol School by means of teaching mechanisms in the formal curriculum but the emergence of the School Museum permitted the involvement, already in the 1980s, and through non-formal education, of youngsters from other schools and even university students under work placements or with a research interest in the museum's collections. The former students in the Association participate in the decision making, a process that takes into account the opinions of the students in higher grades.
· Families. The school activities run by the project inside and outside school are always open to participation by parents and families (workshops, field work, outings...) as an effective means for reinforcing family bonds and the links between families and the local community. Likewise, the parents, whether or not members of the Association, participate as members of the School Council in decision making.
· Elderly. Many senior citizens actively participate in the project, either as key informants about traditions, as tradition-bearers taking part in school workshops, or as volunteers doing complementary tasks for the administration and maintenance of the School Museum and the Pusol School. Those that are members of the Association also participate in decision making.
· Women. Their participation is implicit in the cases already mentioned but it is worth noting that the local group of the Rural Women and Families Federation (AMFAR) use the resources of the School and the School Museum to develop their social and educational activities.
· Local community. The community’s participation is one of the basic aims of this singular pedagogic project for the integration of school in its context. The project activities are based on the lives and heritage of Pusol neighbors and Elche in general. Apart from the participation forms already described, the community cooperates, throughout the year, in the organization of activities aimed at facilitating the access and participation of the inhabitants of Pusol and Elche in the project (school calendar events, local festivities, the ‘Museum Sundays’, awards to distinguished project partners…). On those occasions, schoolchildren show what they have learned and the skills developed (extension of school workshops) and special guided tours are arranged for visitors. The gates or the School and the School Museum are open to the neighbors and local associations, for them to participate in school tasks and to carry out their own activities.

	4.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent to this proposal:
The community has chosen, as a means to express their free, prior and informed consent to this nomination proposal, the signing of a consent letter, enclosed as certified copy.

The Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol Association, responsible for the pedagogic project submitted for nomination along with the School Council, organized the signing campaign in such a way that the event, rather than a formal requirement, became a public festive act of re-assertion and renewal of the commitment to the project of the community, the groups, and the people, in line with the traditional operational philosophy of the project.


	5.
	Willingness to cooperate in the dissemination of best practices:

	
	The communities, groups and individuals committed to Pusol’s pedagogic project made the most of the signing of the consent letter mentioned in the previous section to express their willingness to cooperate with UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in its effort to disseminate best practices (see second paragraph of the letter).
Submitting this proposal for nomination also embodies the commitment to disseminating the mentioned practices on the part of the State Party, the Kingdom of Spain, via the Directorate General of Fine Arts and Cultural Assets of the Ministry of Culture of the Government of Spain, and of the corresponding body in charge of the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in Valencia Region, the Directorate General for Valencian Cultural Heritage, of the Culture and Sport Department of the Valencian Regional Government. 

Please note that the Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol Association had encouraged the dissemination of the project’s experience and good practices prior to the submission of this proposal, within the framework of the coordination initiatives described earlier (see 3.c) and through its presentation in national conferences (First National Encounter of Centres for Traditional Culture, Salamanca, 1994; course ‘Museums and Anthropology: The Discourse of Objects’, Seville, 2005; seminar ‘School Historical Heritage’, Polanco, 2008). 

Being aware of the importance of disseminating the experience of the pedagogic project for other communities and for the project’s own continuation (currently faced with the retirement of the founding teacher Fernando García- Fontanet, the project's author, promotor and head since 1968), in recent years the Association has promoted an active international dissemination policy (a course that actually frames this proposal application, and which the Association plans to sustain), implemented via the following initiatives:

· Conference ‘Cooperative Safeguarding of Cultural Heritage: The School Museum of Pusol (Elche, Spain)’, delivered at the International Workshop of Local Government Administrators ‘Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and Networking’ (Pécs, Hungary: 17 to 20 September, 2007), organized by the Inter-City Cooperation Network for Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICCN; currently Inter-City Intangible Cooperation Network) and Pécs City Council.

· Conference ‘Women and Heritage Preservation in Elche (Valencian Community, Spain)’, delivered at the Second International Round Table of Mayors and Local Government Administrators ‘The Role of Women in Safeguarding of Traditional Cultures and Maintenance of Cultural Diversity’ (Cairo, Egypt: 12 to 14 October, 2008), organized by the Inter-City Cooperation Network for Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICCN; currently Inter-City Intangible Cooperation Network) and the Qalyubiya Governorate. 
· Candidature of the Centre for Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol Pedagogic Project to the 2009 European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage-Europa Nostra Awards, Category 4 (Education, Training and Awareness Raising).

	6.
	Contact information

	6.a.
	Submitting State(s) Party(ies): Spain

	6.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:
Ms. Ángeles Albert

Directora General de Bellas Artes y Bienes Culturales (Director General of Fine

Arts and Cultural Assets)

Ministerio de Cultura (Ministry of Culture)

Gobierno de España (Government of Spain)

Address: Plaza del Rey, nº 1. 28004 Madrid (Spain)

Telephone: 0034 917 017 262

Fax: 0034 917 017 383

E-mail: <angeles.albert@mcu.es>

	6.c.
	Responsible body involved:
Dirección General de Patrimonio Cultural Valenciano (Directorate General for

Valencian Cultural Heritage)

Conselleria de Cultura i Esport (Culture and Sport Department)

Generalitat Valenciana (Valencian Regional Government)

Office holder: Ms. Paz Olmos Peris

Address: C/ Colón 66, 5º. 46004 Valencia (Spain)

Telephone: 0034 961 961 270

Fax: 0034 961 961 245

E-mail: <olmos_paz@gva.es>

	6.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s):
Asociación Centro de Cultura Tradicional—Museo Escolar de Pusol (Centre for

Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol Association)

Representative: Fernando García-Fontanet (Director of the Centre for

Traditional Culture—School Museum of Pusol)

Address: Partida de Pusol, 8. 03296 Elche (Spain)

Telephone: 0034 966 630 478

Fax: 0034 966 630 478

E-mail: <fernando@museopusol.com>

	7.
	Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies):

	
	<signed>
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