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	A.
	State(s) Party(ies): China

	B.
	Name of element: Traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges

	C.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned:
The core locations of the heritage include Pingnan, Shouning, and Zhouning counties in Fujian Province and Qingyuan and Taishun counties in Zhejiang Province. These groups are represented by Mr. Chuncai Huang of Pingnan County, Mr. Duojin Zheng of Shouning County, Mr. Bizhen Zhang of Zhouning County, Mr. Zhiji Dong of Taishun County, and so on.

	D.
	Brief textual description of the nominated element:
Traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges combine the use of wood, traditional architectural tools, craftsmanship, the core technologies of “beam-weaving” and mortise & tenon joints, and an experienced woodworker’s understanding of different environments and structural mechanics to build wooden arch bridges. The combination is blended and directed by the woodworking master and implemented by many other woodworkers and manifests the highest traditional Chinese building skill. The cultural space created by traditional Chinese arch bridges has provided an ecology for growing communication, understanding and respect among human beings.

	E.
	Brief statement of the viability of the element, its need for safeguarding and the proposed safeguarding measures:
Traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges have been a core bridge construction technology for over a thousand years. People in the heritage locations have always regarded it an inseparable part of their own cultural heritage. However, today there are only 4 woodworking masters of its core techniques, their average age is over 75, and the number of participants or heirs is fewer than 20. Meanwhile, with the accelerating growth of urbanization and modern communication, the space for applying the craftsmanship is being limited and heirs’ self-identification with the bridges has greatly weakened.

Therefore the affected communities inheriting traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges and the Chinese Government have taken steps to inscribe the craftsmanship as a Protected National Intangible Cultural Heritage, to finance the heirs, to set up protection and research groups as well as designate locations for applying the cultural heritage, and so on, in order to maintain the heritage’s viability.

	1.
	Identification of the element

	1.a.
	Name of element: Traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges

	1.b.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any: 
traditional design and Practices for Building Chinese Woven-Wood-Beam Arch Bridges with Covered Passageways

	1.c.
	Identification of the community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned and their location:
The core locations of the heritage include Pingnan, Shouning, and Zhouning Counties of Ningde City in Fujian Province; and Qingyuan and Taishun Counties in Zhejiang Province. The groups are represented by Mr. Chuncai Huang of Pingnan County, Mr. Duojin Zheng of Shouning County, Mr. Bizhen Zhang of Zhouning County, in Ningde City and Mr. Zhiji Dong of Taishun County and so on.

	1.d.
	Geographic location and range of the element:
The locations of traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges range between 118°32′and 120°52′ East longitude and 26°17′ and 27°50′ North latitude. The administrative regions cover the northeastern part of Fujian Province, and the southwestern part of Zhejiang Province. The key areas cover Pingnan, Shouning and Zhouning Counties of Ningde City in Fujian Province, as well as Taishun and Qingyuan Counties in Zhejiang Province. The locations where the craftsmanship is applied extend to Fuzhou and Nanping Cities in Fujian Province as well as the Wenzhou and Lishui City areas in Zhejiang Province.

	1.e.
	Domain(s) represented by the element:
The heritage belongs to the category of traditional craftsmanship mentioned in (e), 2, Article 2, Chapter I of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

	2.
	Description of the element (cf. Criterion U.1):

	
	The traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges combine the use of wood, traditional architectural tools, craftsmanship, the core technologies of “beam-weaving” and mortise and tenon joints, and an experienced woodworker’s understanding of different environments and structural mechanics to build wooden arch bridges. The combination is blended and directed by the woodworking master and implemented by many other woodworkers. 

Since the Song Dynasty (AD 960-1279), the heritage has been creatively passed on to descendants. So far there remain in China 110 wooden arch bridges of different ages, structures and shapes. Among them are the Wan’an, Qiancheng, Luanfeng, and Yangmeizhou bridges that have been listed as National Key Protected Cultural Heritage elements. 

The craftsmanship consists of design and building-practices. Woodworking masters design bridges with various types of arches depending on the natural surroundings, hydrology and other physical circumstances. The passageways can be of various styles such as single eave, double eave, two columns, or 4 columns to meet daily traffic needs and other purposes such as holding ceremonies, entertainment and communication. Construction is entirely by hand, and includes sawing the wood, and building abutments, arch supports, and corridors, with the arch supports as the most important part. “Beam-weaving” is adopted to ensure arch support composed of upper and lower layers. In the lower layer, three rows of wood are jointed longitudinally into a 八-shaped arch supporting system. In the upper layer, five shorter rows of wood are jointed longitudinally and then intertwined with upper arch supports. At the joints between the ends of the wood is placed wood that connects the whole bridge. The ends of the wood are jointed together with mortises and tenons so that the arched bridge becomes a complete and solid whole. “Beam-weaving” is the core technology underlying the design and building-practices. Traditional Lu Ban rulers, ink containers, sawhorses, axes, chisels, saws, planes and so on are used in the construction. Woodworkers have even improved and created some combined tools like scaffolding on the water, portal cranes, balancing slots and wooden hammers. 

The craftsmanship has been passed on orally and by personal demonstration, or by masters teaching apprentices or relatives strict procedures from one generation to another within a clan. At present, Mr. Chuncai Huang of Pingnan County, Mr. Duojin Zheng of Shouning County, Mr. Bizhen Zhang of Zhouning County, and Mr. Zhiji Dong of Taishun County are the acknowledged representatives of the groups. Names and information about the woodworking masters are written on the beams of the arch bridges upon completion in recognition of their participation and contribution, and include their chorography and pedigrees. The woodworkers can undertake bridge building projects in different communities or even across provinces. Different woodworkers can undertake the same project. Their borrowing and exchanging of bridge craft is open and effective. Today those clans play an irreplaceable role in building, maintaining and protecting the bridges. 

As carriers of traditional craftsmanship, the wooden arch bridges were normally built over streams flowing out from the villages or over valleys that no roads could reach. Traffic flow, feng shui and terrain would be considered in the selection of sites for building the bridges. The arch bridges function as both communication tools and venues. The residents of the local communities would regard the bridges an integrated part of their life and make the following three uses of the bridges. 1. To serve the traditional feng shui and terrain functions: the bridges satisfied the residents’ needs for creating a harmonious, prosperous, populous and disaster-free environment for the clans; 2. To serve the belief function: the residents would set up shrines on the bridges to worship their gods and carry out regular rituals and praying activities; 3. To serve recreational functions: the residents would use the bridges as a venue for folk activities and to conduct traditional festive activities. They are important gathering places for local residents to exchange information, to entertain, to worship, to deepen relationships and cultural identity, etc. In some communities, there remains a Board of Directors to make important decisions such as renovation and maintenance of the bridges. 

The craftsmanship of the wooden arch bridges has been improved continuously over hundreds of years to an ever higher level. As society has developed, people’s ways of life have changed a lot, the tools and facilities are better, and even the aesthetic views at the bridges surrounding the villages have changed, and the core crafts of the bridges (beam-weaving and mortise & tenon joints) have been preserved and improved. The wooden arch bridges can carry small vehicles, but their wooden structures cannot bear heavy loads and thus cannot meet the heavy traffic needs of the local residents. Therefore the demand for such bridges has been decreasing.


	3.
	Need for urgent safeguarding (cf. Criterion U.2)

	3.a.
	Viability assessment:

At present the woodworking masters in Fujian and Zhejiang provinces who know the core technology for designing and building arch bridges are Messrs. Chuncai Huang, Duojin Zheng, Bizhen Zhang and Zhiji Dong, all over 75 years old. The number of participants in the practice is fewer than 20. What’s worse, because of advances in bridge architecture, the space for applying traditional arch bridge technology has decreased rapidly as has the frequency of application and the variety of locations. Nowadays, the high social position of the woodworking masters is still recognized and respected among the local residents. Their names are written on the beams of the bridges and inscribed on bridge monuments, and their life stories are recorded on family trees. But the craft cannot sustain itself, so, it loses attractiveness as an occupation to the younger generation. The heirs to the craft in Fujian and Zhejiang provinces all practice general carpentry as their occupation now. In the past building wooden arch bridges was the most important source of income to their families. With the decreased amount of such bridge building, the heirs have to take up carpentry or other jobs; so, it becomes hard to sustain the craft.

In recent years the tradition of raising funds for building the wooden arch bridges has still been maintained among the residents of the local communities in Fujian and Zhejiang. And the local governments and enterprises also give some funds and technical support. There are special timber requirements and considerations for building the bridges. The timber must be Chinese fir over 30 years old ideally. Some other wood, including pine, is used. Some arch bridges have had their own forest for timber, such as Baixiang Bridge in Pingnan, Fujian, for maintenance and repair needs. The greatly reduced supply of needed timber in recent decades has had a negative influence on the construction of new wooden bridges.

With rapid urbanization, the number of people benefiting from wooden arch bridges is dropping steadily, and this is negatively impacting the ability to pass on and develop the craftsmanship. How to sustain it is now a big worry.

	3.b.
	Threat and risk assessment:
With the development of science and technology as well as rapid urbanization and the advancement of bridge architecture, the living space for the craftsmanship of arch bridge building is narrowing. Here’s how. First, arch bridges cannot carry vehicles nor meet the demands of modern traffic. Second the big timber used for building such bridges is scarce. Finally local communities lack motivation and the need to build such bridges. These are threats to the survival of the craftsmanship.

Because the traditional craftsmanship is passed on from their ancestors, the heirs are willing and motivated to help sustain the craft, but it is undeniable the social need for the craft is weakening. Because the craftsmanship is usually passed on orally within a clan, there are few woodworkers who master the skill. What’s worse, they’re getting very old. As these woodworking masters disappear along with space to build such bridges, the craftsmanship risks becoming virtually extinct.

	4.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion U.3)

	4.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element :
1) From 2006 to 2007 the descendants or heirs in Fujian and Zhejiang Provinces actively cooperated in investigating the locations of wooden arch bridges and the viability of the craftsmanship. Many historical documents and other related cultural artifacts such as traditional tools and the arrangements for protecting the bridges have also been collected. Museums and exhibition-rooms for the traditional craft have been set up in Shouning County in Fujian Province as well as in Taishun and Qingyuan counties in Zhejiang Province. They were opened free to the public in Shouning County to deepen cultural awareness and identification.

2) In 2008 5 craftsmen were appointed as representatives of the intangible cultural heritage at the provincial level. Meanwhile the governments of Fujian and Zhejiang provinces began financing the heirs.

3) From 2006 to 2008 traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges was entered on the inventory of protected intangible cultural heritage of the people’s governments at all levels, namely at national, provincial, municipal and county levels, giving it full protection.

4) The local governments of Pingnan, Shouning, Qingyuan, and Taishun have enhanced the protection of the craftsmanship in recent years. 10 bridges were rebuilt to meet the public’s requirements and 6 were repaired to meet protection needs and this provided an opportunity for the heirs to practice the craftsmanship and to train apprentices.

5) Two international symposia on Chinese wooden arch bridges have been successfully held, the first one in Taishun County, Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, in 2005, the second one in Shouning, Fujian Province, in 2007, both of which provided theoretical instruction and academic support for protecting and inheriting the craftsmanship, and a platform for exchanging the bridge craftsmanship and information. More than 100 experts and scholars from home and abroad attended the meetings.

6) Collection of historical records and protection of the traditional arch bridges has been carried out. The collection, recording, arrangement, filing, and protection of historical records, chorography, clan trees, bridge contracts, monuments, bridge couplets and other calligraphy have been done. File rooms have been set up in the following four counties: Pingnan, Shouning, Qingyuan and Taishun.

7) A digital database for the traditional craft has been set up and a website (www.langqiao.net) opened for the bridges. Publicity and promotion of the bridges through TV networks, newspapers and so on have been carried out.

	4.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed:
To effectively safeguard the traditional design & practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges, from 2009 to 2013 RMB 2.15 million will be invested, by governments and the private sector in the localities where the craftsmanship exists, in protection, inheriting, education, publicity and research for the craft. Community bridges will be rebuilt or renovated so as to create a social need for inheriting the craft. Meanwhile an inheriting space will be ensured by including the bridges as a cultural landmark and a social cause in the development plan of the local communities. The application and inheriting space for the craft will be expanded by transferring the core technique of the craft into modern architectural systems. The specific safeguarding measures are as follows: 

In 2009

1) In October 2009, the governments in the localities where the craftsmanship exists will provide RMB 560,000 for Pingnan County, Fujian Province, to hold the Third International Symposium on China’s Wooden Arch Bridges. The activity will be cosponsored by the Protection Centre of Intangible Cultural Heritage of China, the Art Research Institute of China, the Fujian Province Department of Culture, Nanjing University, Shanghai Jiao Tong University and the Ningde Municipal Government. The symposium will mainly discuss inheriting, safeguarding, developing and sustainably using the craftsmanship of wooden arch bridges. The symposium will invite some 70 heirs and experts on intangible cultural heritage protection, architecture, bridges, folklore and craftsmanship from China and abroad. Also the Collected Papers from the Third International Symposium on the Traditional Craftsmanship of China’s Wooden Arch Bridges will be published so as to provide a strong theoretical foundation for building the bridges and increasing awareness.

2) In October 2009 an Exhibition Room for traditional design & practices for building wooden arch bridges will be built covering an area of 120 square meters for the heirs to display pictures, physical models, traditional tools, and the craftsmanship process. The Pingnan County Government will invest RMB 80,000 for that purpose. 

3) Under the current safeguarding system we plan to spend five years in carrying out the identification, evaluation and publication of the key cultural artifacts in existing wooden arch bridges needing protection, in enhancing publicity and promotion to raise society’s awareness of the need to protect the wooden arch bridges and the craft, in encouraging and supporting newly-built bridges and in expanding their functions and the community cultural space, thus increasing the viability of  wooden arch bridges.

4) We also plan to launch various campaigns to publicize and promote the craft. We have exploited the key skills -- beam weaving and mortise and tenon joints -- into a do-it-yourself model for school teaching and practice. We are also developing scale models of the arch bridges to satisfy people’s need to collect and study them, and thereby introduce the traditional craft to the people.

In 2010

1) The governments and the communities will tap more channels to collect money to improve the living standards of the heirs, raise their social status, and encourage them to inherit the craft. The governments of Pingnan County and Shouning County in Fujian Province will assign RMB 30,000 to set up a practice center for the traditional craftsmanship of wooden arch bridges of the Huang and Zheng Clans. Messrs. Chuncai Huang and Duojin Zheng will enroll some apprentices to pass on the craftsmanship to. 

2) Craftsmanship heirs Chuncai Huang and Duojin Zheng are respectively being put in charge of maintaining Qiancheng Bridge in Pingnan and Luanfeng Bridge in Shouning listed in the sixth batch of key national historical sites so as to provide practice sites for inheriting. This project needs an investment of 130,000 RMB by the community governments.

3) In October 2010 Baixiang Bridge will be rebuilt. It has a single arch span of 38 meters and height of 19 meters above the river and is famous for its dangerous location in Pingnan County. The structure will be designed and built by craftsmanship heirs Chuncai Huang and Minping Huang. The logs will come from designated trees that have been kept for bridge building. The community will collect RMB 200,000 for that purpose.

In 2011

1) Theme museums of traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges will be built in Pingnan and Shounng counties in Fujian Province. Meanwhile, an exhibition room for the craftsmanship will be provided in the Ningde Municipal Museum. The above museum buildings and renovation will require an investment of RMB 400,000 by the relevant city and counties. The museums will raise the social profile and impact of the craftsmanship.

2) From 2011 activities promoting the traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges will be conducted in the localities where the craftsmanship exists. First, the craftsmanship will be brought onto campuses through regional educational booklets and use of the practice sites. Ningde City will entrust Ningde Municipal Vocational College to run an architecture major that will include the traditional craftsmanship in the teaching content. Then an important chapter will be devoted to the craftsmanship in regional educational booklets. Wide-ranging educational activities will help cover more areas and raise the craft’s profile among young people. For these activities the community governments will invest RMB 80,000.

3) To help the heirs in Pingnan and Shouning counties where conditions are more favorable, an Association for the Traditional Design and Practices of Building Chinese Wooden Arch Bridges will be formed. Its members will consist mainly of woodworkers and the members of the community Board that oversees building of the bridges. The Association will chiefly conduct experience exchange, regulate techniques, protect the craftsmanship and promote its inheritance. The local community and the inheriting groups will invest RMB 60,000 to set up the Association.

4) To enable the heirs to maintain Wan’an Bridge in Pingnan County and Yangmeizhou Bridge in Shouning County, listed in the sixth batch of key national protected historical sites, the governments in the localities will invest RMB 80,000.

In 2012

1) A protective fund for traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges will be set up in Ningde City in Fujian Province to help raise RMB 50, 000. This fund will provide a mechanism for government support, private donations, and association management and fund operation to protect and inherit the craftsmanship.

2) The local governments where the craftsmanship exists will improve the four-level protective systems for the craftsmanship, namely at national, provincial, municipal and county levels. Meanwhile, financial assistance to the heirs of the craftsmanship will be increased. Each year the assistance will require an investment of RMB 50,000.

3) To enable the local craftsmanship heirs to maintain Yingfeng Bridge in Pingnan County and Zhangkeng Bridge in Shouning County the communities will manage to collect RMB 80,000.

In 2013

1) The Fujian Province Department of Culture and the Ningde Municipal Government will invest RMB 100,000 to help the Ningde Municipal Art Museum and the Ningde Municipal Intangible Cultural Protection Center set up an archive room, a database and a website to disseminate the craftsmanship.

2) The Ningde Culture and Press Bureau of Fujian Province will invest RMB 120,000 to help the Ningde Municipal Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Center and the Cultural Bureaus of Pingnan and Shouning counties to jointly compile Research on Design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges in order to lay a solid theoretical foundation for protection of and research on the craftsmanship.

3) To maintain Longjing Bridge, famous for its dangerous location in Pingnan County, and to rebuild Shuiwei Bridge at Luxia Village, Pingnan County, the communities will provide RMB 100,000 to craftsmanship heirs Chuncai Huang and Minping Huang.

	4.c.
	Commitments of States and of communities, groups or individuals concerned:
The heirs and heritage locales are dedicated to hosting various activities beneficial to inheriting, protecting, promoting and publicizing traditional design and practices for building wooden arch bridges. The heirs will fill their predominant roles in setting up practicing sites, enrolling apprentices and teaching the craftsmanship.

In coming years the local governments of Pingnan and Shouning counties in Fujian Province and Taishun and Qingyuan counties in Zhejiang Province will pool their resources together to maintain, repair and newly build such bridges, undertake to use the cultural space of the bridges, and thus provide continuous local support to sustain the craftsmanship. 

The provincial governments of Fujian and Zhejiang, and the municipal governments of Ningde, Wenzhou and Lishui, together with the county governments of Pingnan, Shouning, Taishun, and Qingyuan, and the cultural authorities made commitments to work out a medium-and-long term financial maintenance plan. And they will ensure the implementation of the financing measures through government planning and development of social programs, the annual government work report, the fiscal budget and the minutes of regular working conferences.

They plan to build museums of the wooden arch bridges, set up practice sites for inheriting the craftsmanship, and jointly run training classes with the local vocational colleges to cultivate special talent for building the bridges. By 2012 4-level protective systems, national, provincial, municipal and county, will be established for the bridges, the craftsmanship and the heirs. Meanwhile financial support for the heirs will be increased to improve their material circumstances and social status. 

Thorough evaluation of the current state of the bridges will be done. For those bridges in urgent need of repair and safeguarding, a plan for maintenance and protection will be drafted in accordance with Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics. Related funds will be allocated according to the plan. A long-term financial maintenance plan will be drawn up to further safeguard the bridges. And governments will also encourage communities to rebuild and newly build such arch bridges into a representative human landscape.

The International Symposium on China’s Wooden Arch Bridges will be held regularly every two years in Pingnan, Shouning and Zhouning counties in Fujian Province, as well as in Qingyuan, Taishun and Jingning counties in Zhejiang Province. In October 2009 the Third Symposium will be focused on the theme of protecting the craftsmanship. The organizing committee has promised to enlarge the scope of discussion to provide practical theoretic guidance and academic support.

The Chinese Government will also make various arrangements and provide appropriate support to protect the craftsmanship in the process of carrying out the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage so as to give the craftsmanship an important role in enhancing human communication and mutual respect, maintaining the diversity of the world’s cultures and realizing sustainable human development.


	5.
	Community involvement and consent (cf. Criterion U.4)

	5.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals:
Messrs. Chuncai Huang, Duojin Zheng, Zhiji Dong and all the members of the inheriting clans participated in the application for inscription, and provided their clan records, arrangements for protecting the bridges, some photos and their traditional tools. They also cooperated in the video production. Craftsmanship heir Chuncai Huang with his apprentices Messrs. Minping Huang and Minhui Huang and some 20 woodworkers and stonecutters finished building Shijin Bridge in Pingnan County within a month. Mr. Chuncai Huang and Mr. Duojin Zheng also made a scale model of the arch bridge for the application, which was commissioned by both the Art Research Institute of China and the General Institute of Fine Arts. 

The related communities and heirs were fully engaged in discussion of the safeguarding measures proposed in item 4.b, and thus contributed some effective measures incorporating the vision and suggestions of the four national-level woodworking masters Chuncai Huang, Duojin Zheng, Bizhen Zhang and Zhiji Dong.

The local people in Pingnan and Shouning counties where the craftsmanship has existed were very cooperative for the application. The residents of the towns of Changqiao and Shuangxi and the village of Tangkou in Piangnan County, and the villages of Xiadang and Kengdi in Shouning County were even more active in their participation. They helped the heirs and surveyors in their investigations, providing them with clues and materials. In order to display the entire bridge craftsmanship process, Ciyun Village in Changqiao Town, Pingnan County even collected money to rebuild Shijin Bridge, providing precious drawings, photos and videos for the inscription application.

Ningde Municipal Government in Fujian Province established a leading group to work on inscription of the craftsmanship on UNESCO’s list of intangible cultural heritage in need of urgent safeguarding. Pingnan County and Shouning County also set up leading groups and set aside specific money for the inscription application and asked the experts to carry out investigations. The Fujian Province Department of Culture, the Ningde Municipal Cultural and Press Bureau, the Pingnan Publicity Department, the Pingnan Cultural Bureau, the Shouning Publicity Department and the Shouning Cultural Bureau were primarily responsible for the organization, coordination and compilation of the documents for the application. The Ministry of Culture of China, the Art Research Institute of China, and the Protection Center of Intangible Cultural Heritage of China were responsible for guidance, appraisal and the actual application. Meanwhile we also specifically invited the China Heritage Research Institute, Nanjing University, Shanghai Jiao Tong University and some other institutions to participate in compiling the application and especially to give guidance and help in translation of the technical terms.

	5.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent:
The local governments behind the application for traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges issued a written request to inscribe traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges on UNESCO’s list of intangible cultural heritage in need of urgent safeguarding. Mr. Chuancai Huang of Pingnan County, Mr. Duojin Zheng of Shouning County, Mr. Bizhen Zhang of Zhouning County, all of Fujian Province, and Mr. Zhiji Dong of Taishun County, Zhejiang Province, and other heirs signed their names jointly and solemnly by affixing their thumbprints in seal ink on the document to indicate their knowledge and consent.

Appended.

	5.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access:
We respect the beliefs and customary inheriting practices of the heritage owners.

	6.
	Inclusion on an inventory (cf. Criterion U.5):

	
	Traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges was approved by the State Council and has been included in the inventory of the second batch of National Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Department in charge: Ministry of Culture of the PRC

In June and July of 2005 the General Office of the Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of China issued a Circular on Carrying out the Census of Intangible Cultural Heritage and a Notice on Related Matters Concerning the Declaration of the First Batch of National Intangible Cultural Heritage. Afterwards Fujian Province and Zhejiang Province launched the process that same year. In the census traditional design & practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges was given priority as the key intangible cultural heritage to be confirmed, documented and filed, and furthermore to be promoted in the major media by the four counties (Pingnan and Shouning in Fujian Province and Taishun and Qingyuan in Zhejiang Province).

Between 2006 and 2007, this craft was inscribed into the Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the communities within Ningde, Pingnan, and Shouning, in Fujian Province, and Wenzhou, Lishui, Qingyuan and Taishun in Zhejiang Province. Meanwhile, over 10 heirs represented mainly by Mr. Chuncai Huang in Pingnan, Mr. Duojin Zheng in Shouning, Mr. Bizhen Zhang in Zhouning and Mr. Zhiji Dong in Taishun were announced as the representative heirs by governments at different levels. Hence, they were supported by preferential government policies and funding.

In January of 2007 the Ministry of Culture issued a Notice on Related Matters Concerning the Declaration of the Second Batch of National Intangible Cultural Heritage, and that started the declaration campaign. Then led by the Intangible Cultural Heritage authorities in Fujian Province and Zhejiang Province, and assisted by the relevant culture and scientific research authorities in the four key counties in both provinces, the group of heirs to the traditional design & practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges was confirmed to be the organization of the declaration. Then after detailed investigation, the declaration was submitted to the cultural authorities in the related communities. All the materials concerning the declaration were fully prepared and a five-year protection plan was jointly formulated by the heirs, researchers, and scientific research departments in the localities, and the departments for protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage. After being included in the provincial–level safeguarding inventories in Fujian and Zhejiang in June of 2007, the materials and the plan were submitted to the National Protection Center of Intangible Cultural Heritage. In 2008 they were accepted in the preliminary assessment done by the national-level Experts Committee for Intangible Cultural Heritage. After that, they were submitted to the Ministry of Culture with whose approval they were made public. Then on June 7th, approved by the State Council, traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges was included in the Inventory of the Second Batch of National Intangible Cultural Heritage, which was a supplement to the inventory of the first batch of National Intangible Cultural Heritage. And this inventory is specifically the one mentioned in the Convention. The Serial Number is No. 958. The Coding Number is Ⅷ-175. The heritage is entitled traditional design and Practices for Building Chinese Wooden Arch Bridges. And it is declared by Qingyuan and Taishun counties in Zhejiang Province, and Shouning  and Pingnan counties in Fujian Province.

	7.
	Documentation

	7.a.
	Required and supplementary documentation:
1) Photos of traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges (10 photos)

2) Video of traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges (10 minutes)

	7.b.
	Cession of rights:

Appended.

	7.c.
	List of additional resources:
1) Mao, Yisheng, “History of Ancient Chinese Bridges”, Jan, 1986, Beijing Press

2) Dang, Huaideng, “Bridges”, volume of “The History of Science and Technology in China”, Jan 2000, Science Press

3) Du, Liansheng, “History of Bridges”, Aug, 1979, Shanghai Science and Technology Press

4) Dai, Zhijian, “The Arch Bridges of China”, 2005, Fujian People’s Press

5) Lie, Jie; Shen, Weiping, “The Arch Bridges of Taishun”, Nov, 2005, Shanghai People’s Fine Arts Publishing House

6) Culture and Press Bureau of Ningde City, “The Archaeological Surveys of and Research on Rainbow-Style Arch Bridges in Ningde City”, Jul, 2006, Science Press
7) The Arch Bridges of East Fujian”, compiled by the People’s Political Consultative Conference of Ningde City

8) Zheng, Daoju, “The Ancient Bridges of Pingnan”, the Literature and History Commission of the People’s Political Consultative Conference of Pingnan County

9) http://www.langqiao.net/Index.html
10) http://www.ihchina.cn/main.jsp

	8.
	Contact information

	8.a.
	Submitting State(s) Party(ies): China

	8.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:
Name: Zeqi Lu

Address: Culture and Sports Administration of Pingnan County, Fujian Province 

Postal code: 352300

Telephone: 0086－593－3302060，008613809579010

Fax: 0086－593－3309902

E-mail address: luzeqi@sina.com

	8.c.
	Competent body involved:
Fujian Province Department of Culture

Contact: Ms. Xiaolan Tu

Address: 15 White Horse Road, Fuzhou City, Fujian Province, China
Postal Code: 350005

Telephone: 0086-591-87118151

Fax:0086-591-83377260

E-mail address: tuxiaolan@yahoo.com.cn
The Protection Center of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Ningde City, Fujian Province, China

Contact: Liang Zhong
Address:  Culture and Press Bureau of Ningde City, Fujian Province, China 

Telephone：0086－593－2525166  008615980398760
Fax：0086－593－2525066
E-mail address：zglq2009@163.com

	8.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s):
Cultural Heritage Protection and Research Bureau of Pingnan County, Fujian Province, China 

Contact: Zeqi Lu

Address：Building 3, County Government Compound, 1  Xianfu Road, Gufeng Town, Pingnan County, Fujian Province, China 

Postal Code: 352300

Telephone：0086－593-3302060

E-mail address: luzeqi@sina.com
Cultural Center of Shouning County, Fujian, China

Contact: Difa Gong

Postal Code: 355500

Address: 86 Shengli Road, Ao’yang Town, Shouning County, 

Fujian Province, China

Telephone：0086－593－5507259

The Protection Center of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Taishun County, Zhejiang Province, China

Contact: Haibo Ji 

Address: 63 Nanda Road, Luoyang District, Taishun County, Zhejiang Province, China

Postal Code: 325500

Telephone：0086-577-67590590

E-mail address: bg5bsa@163.com

	9.
	Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies):

	
	<signed>
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