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	A.
	State Party: Japan 

	B.
	Name of element: Traditional Ainu dance

	C.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned:
Hokkaido Federation of Preservation Associations for Traditional Ainu Dance

	D.
	Brief textual description of the nominated element:

The title ‘Traditional Ainu Dance’ is defined as dances and songs transmitted widely among the Ainu people in Hokkaido located in the northern area of Japan; on some occasions they are performed together, and on other occasions independently. This is one of the so-called "folk performing arts".

Those dances and songs are derived from the life and religion of the Ainu people, and can be generally categorized into (i) dances which are performed at ceremonies and banquets in local communities, and (ii) those performed privately in daily lives. 

Some dances imitate calls and movements of animals, some are religious or entertaining, others are improvised. Neither of them is accompanied with musical instruments. They are performed along with songs and handclaps of dancers and participants on site.
The Traditional Ainu Dance is closely connected to the life and religion of the people and helps us infer the origin of performing arts.


	1.
	Identification of the element

	1.a.
	Name of element: Traditional Ainu Dance

	1.b.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any:
-

	1.c.
	Identification of the community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned and their location:
Hokkaido Federation of Preservation Associations for Traditional Ainu Dance 

The Ainu Association of Hokkaido, Kaderu 2.7 Building 7F, 

Kita 2, Nishi 7, Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido, 060-0002, Japan

	1.d.
	Geographic location and range of the element:
The entire Hokkaido area

	1.e.
	Domain(s) represented by the element:
Performing arts

	2.
	Description of the element (cf. Criterion R.1):

	
	The title ‘Traditional Ainu Dance’ is defined as dances and songs transmitted among the Ainu people of distinctive cultures in Hokkaido located in the northern area of Japan. Those dances and songs are derived from the life and religion of the Ainu people; some are performed at ceremonies and banquets in local communities, and others privately performed in daily lives. Neither of them is accompanied with musical instruments. They are performed along with songs and handclaps of dancers and participants on site.

The Ainu people used to live in a vast area including Hokkaido, the northern part of Honshu, the Kuril Islands and Sakhalin. Currently, however, most of them live mainly in Hokkaido, and its population is estimated at approximately twenty-four thousand. The Traditional Ainu Dance is transmitted by the seventeen preserving associations established in fifteen cities and towns where the Ainu people live.
Allegedly the Ainu culture of today’s style was formed up approximately in the twelfth or thirteenth century. People at that time lived by fishing, hunting and gathering, and they also traded with other areas. In this way of life, the Ainu people have developed such a creed as they believe in deities which are omnipresent at anything related to their lives, namely the nature (the sun, rain, water, fire etc.) including animals and plants. Thus, they often conducted prayers and ceremonies in their daily life. The Traditional Ainu Dance can be performed at these prayers and ceremonies or banquets. ‘Iyomante,’ for example, is the biggest ceremony with the Traditional Ainu Dance for sending a deity disguised as a bear back to heaven. The Ainu people believe that a deity comes down to the human world in disguise of an animal or a plant which is a gift from the deity to be eaten by the human beings. Once people have physically eaten it up, they thank the remaining spirit of this invisible deity for its gift and hold a ceremony to send it back to heaven. During the ceremony people sing and dance. One of the features found in the Ainu performing arts is the imitation of calls and movements of animals and birds. During the ceremony of ‘Iyomante’ people repeatedly imitate calls and sounds accompanied with its movements of a bear, and words are inserted in such repetitions. On the other hand, performing arts which are privately performed in an Ainu daily life contain lullabies, improvisatory lyrical songs, incantations with melodies, and songs accompanied with movements of labours by several persons in a daily life.
As mentioned above, the Traditional Ainu Dance is performed at important ceremonies and banquets to the Ainu people and also in their daily life, through which the Ainu people reconfirm the identity and deepen a sense of continuity. Currently, in addition to such ceremonies as mentioned above, the Traditional Ainu Dance is demonstrated at newly projected festivals and events. It is one element of the intangible cultural heritage transmitted from generation to generation and is continuously developed and reproduced according to the situations of each era.

The traditional style of the Ainu dances is a big circle of many participants, proceeding right-handed with some fixed movements and singing together. They sing the same song together or in turns, otherwise they sing in a responding way between a chorus leader and the others. Some of those traditional songs are polyphonic; several women sit on a floor in a circle in surrounding a lid of a wooden container, make a rhythm in beating the lid, and sing the same melody with one sound successively delayed.

Because there are currently many opportunities to perform it apart from a daily life, some dances and songs have been formed up as independent repertoires in paying due attention to the traditional performing style. As overviewed, they are (i) the imitation of calls and movements of animal, namely ‘crane dance’, ‘fox dance’ and ‘swallow dance’: (ii) the imitation of insects, namely ‘grasshopper dance’: (iii) the ritual one, namely ‘sword dance’ and ‘bow dance’: (iv) the entertaining one: (v) the improvisatory one. 
Thus, the Traditional Ainu Dance is simple and naive, and often retains the primordial quality inside. In this sense it can illustrate the origin of performing arts.

The inscription of this element on the Representative List is compatible with existing international human rights instruments, or with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or of sustainable development. 

	3.
	Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue 
(cf. Criterion R.2):

	
	At the national level:

Traditional Ainu Dance has been designated as Important Cultural Property of Japan since 1984 because it was transmitted for a very long time within the Ainu communities. Those dances and songs are derived from their daily life and their beliefs. 

The Ainu people live in the northern regions of Japan, especially in Hokkaido, and have such distinctive cultures as language and religion. The Traditional Ainu Dance is a transmitted folk performing art and derived from the life and religion of the Ainu people, which is important to investigate the origin and development of the Ainu culture and the performing art in general.

The inscription of this element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage would provide more and more people with opportunities to know the Traditional Ainu Dance and also the Ainu culture in general and to deepen their understanding. It is highly expected that the inscription would lead to the understanding of and respect for the diversity and creativity of the Japanese culture and promote a dialogue with the Ainu people.
It is also expected that this inscription would raise the public interests in and attentions to the Traditional Ainu Dance, and at the same time enhance the pride of the Ainu people in their own life culture and motivate them to continue to transmit it. As a result, vitalization of the Ainu community would be possible.

In addition, as the Traditional Ainu Dance is rooted in the unique lifestyle and religion of the Ainu people, and helps us understand the aspects where performing arts have been derived from the life and religion of people.
This inscription would promote to review how diverse the Japanese performing arts are and also what the performing art is in general. It would finally deepen the understanding of intangible cultural heritage.

Contribution to the international community:

There are numerous ethnic minorities all over the world, who have lived in each region for quite a long time and developed their unique cultures in the similar way as the Ainu people. The inscription of the Traditional Ainu Dance on the Representative List would demonstrate to the international community the richness of the Ainu culture and recognize, together with the international community, the strong demand of its transmission. It is highly expected that this inscription would encourage people to deepen their interests in, understanding of and respect for the cultures of the Ainu people as well as of other ethnic minorities all over the world.

As common elements alike to the Ainu culture can be found not only in Japan but also in North America and Russia, this inscription would promote dialogues and understandings among ethnic minorities which have transmitted the similar kinds of cultures. 

Under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties Japan has rich experiences about the preservation, transmission, documentation of social practices, rituals and festive events as well as the training programme of their successors. Our experiences and achievements would be a good model for other countries.

	4.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)

	4.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element:
The effort to preserve and transmit Ainu culture began in 1970s by Ainu people. Hokkaido Prefecture and Cities in Hokkaido, where most of Ainu people live, developed safeguard measures and made records of various Ainu cultures in some case with financial support by National Government. Transmission of Ainu Culture, such as a Traditional Ainu Dance was well documented through these projects and in 1984 the Traditional Ainu Dance was regarded as Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property.

Nowadays, following measures are taken to preserve and transmit the Traditional Ainu Dance and the Ainu Culture.

Law for the Promotion of the Ainu Culture and for the Dissemination and Advocacy for the Traditions of the Ainu and the Ainu Culture

In 1975, this law was established and enacted in view of maintaining and preserving the Ainu culture which is the pride of Ainu people. The law aims to promote Ainu culture, to ensure a better understanding and respect for the culture and to contribute to the development of cultural diversity within Japan.

The Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu Culture (FRPAC) was also established in 1975.

Based on this law, the National Government and local governments in Hokkaido subsidize the Foundation’s work of training successors, undertaking publicity and the promotional activities of Ainu traditions.

Measures with national support

(1) Projects for protect and preserve Ainu Intangible Folk Cultural Property

Hokkaido Board of Education has organized classes for preserving Ainu traditional performing arts as well as Ainu language and other traditions since 1981 with the subsidy by the National Government.

(2) Survey of Ainu Cultural material

The project for producing Ainu Dance films are conducted by the Hokkaido Board of Education between 1986 and 1989 with subsidy by the National Government.

Also Hokkaido Board of Education conducted an investigation of Ainu Dance between 1990 and 1992 and its report was completed and published. The National Government subsidized for the project. 
Measures by Hokkaido Prefecture without national subsidy 

The Hokkaido Utari Association is organized by the Ainu people in Hokkaido and the Association holds annual Ainu Cultural Festival at various locations in Hokkaido to increase the understanding of Ainu culture. Hokkaido Prefecture fully subsidizes the cost of Ainu Dance performance at the festival. 
Projects by Municipalities without national subsidy 

13 cities and towns subsidize the cost for preservation and transmission of Ainu culture. 8 cities and towns subsidize for the associations for preservation of Ainu Traditional Dance.

Projects by Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu Culture based on the Law for the Promotion of Ainu Culture

(1) “High level practical seminars” are held to nurture instructors of Ainu Dance.

(2) In “Domestic Cultural Exchange program”, the foundation subsidizes the programs which aim to invite practitioners of Ainu culture to provide opportunities to study, view and experience the Ainu Dance in various parts of Japan.

(3) The Ainu Cultural Festival are held in Hokkaido and in other parts of Japan to increase awareness and understanding of Ainu Culture and Ainu Dance.

	4.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed:
As mentioned in 4.a, preservation and transmission of the Traditional Ainu Dance is positively conducted by national, local and community levels. The projects will successfully be maintained by continuing support by these organizations.

	4.c.
	Commitments of States and of communities, groups or individuals concerned:
The following efforts are made to preserve and transmit Intangible Cultural properties such as Ainu Dance at national and local level based on the law and regulations.

At the national level

Experts on intangible cultural property are posted to the Agency for Cultural Affairs and they are in charge of protection and utilization of intangible folk cultural property based on the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

At the prefecture level

(1) The Division for Cultural Properties was established in a board of education within Hokkaido prefecture, and staffs are allocated for the protection and utilization of elements of intangible folk cultural property based on the regulations for the protection of cultural property of Hokkaido.

(2) Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) - Agency for Cultural Affairs act as main bodies for the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties. And at the prefectural level, experts on intangible folk cultural property are posted in Hokkaido government and they are in charge of protection and utilization of intangible folk cultural property based on the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

The Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu Culture

Establishment of the Foundation for Research and Promotion of Ainu Culture 

The Foundation was established in June 1997 and conducted various tasks such as promotion of better understandings of Ainu culture including Ainu language and researching of Ainu culture. 

Hokkaido Federation of Preservation Associations for Traditional Ainu Dance

The Federation is the unification of the 17 Ainu dance preserving associations in 15 different cities and towns of Hokkaido. The Federation coordinates the activities of respective associations to ensure that the Ainu Traditional Dance will be preserved and transmitted to future generations. 
Seventeen Preservation Associations for Traditional Ainu Dance

These groups exist in 15 different cities and towns in Hokkaido and work for preservation, transmission to future generation and also repairing and procuring the equipments and costumes. 


	5.
	Community involvement and consent (cf. Criterion R.4) 

	5.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals:
The Japanese Inventory includes those elements designated as “Important Intangible Cultural Property” or “Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property” or selected as “Selected Conservation Techniques” under the “Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties”. Responsible for designation and selection of these under the Council for Cultural Affairs are the Subdivision on Cultural Property and its subordinate organizations. They consist of experts on intangible cultural heritage, practitioners, and representatives of associated groups, and they investigate and examine candidate elements. 
Before the above-mentioned designation or selection, the Government surveys the communities or groups concerned and has enough dialogues with them including guidance on their activities for the preservation. The Government gets their consents at the time of designation as a holding group or a preservation organization. 
Now, the Subdivision on Cultural Property and its subordinate organizations are also investigating and examining our candidate elements for the Representative List.
In making our nomination, the Government has attained all the consents and full cooperation from the communities or groups concerned and local government where the element is located. 

	5.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent:
Attached.

	5.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access:
Not applicable.

	6.
	Inclusion on an inventory (cf. Criterion R.5):

	
	These candidate elements of Intangible Heritage from Japan have been designated since 1983 as Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property. All elements of Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property are included in Japanese inventory described in Article 11 and 12 of the Convention. The inventory is maintained by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan.

	7.
	Documentation 

	7.a.
	Required and supplementary documentation:
Attached.

	7.b.
	Cession of rights:
Attached.

	7.c.
	List of additional resources:
-

	8.
	Contact information 

	8.a.
	Submitting State Party: Japan

	8.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:
In Tokyo:

Tanaka Kentaro (Mr.)

Traditional Culture Division

Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan

3-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8959, Japan

Tel : +81 3 6734-3143

Fax : +81 3 6734-3820 

In Paris: 

Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO

148, rue de l'Université, 75007, Paris

e-mail : deljpn.clt@unesco.org

Tel: +33 1 5359 2733 (direct)

Fax: +33 1 5359 2727

	8.c.
	Competent body involved:
Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan

3-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8959, Japan

Tel : +81 3 6734-3143

Fax : +81 3 6734-3820

	8.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s):
Hokkaido Federation of Preservation Associations for Traditional Ainu Dance 

The Ainu Association of Hokkaido, Kaderu 2.7 Building 7F, 

Kita 2, Nishi 7, Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido, 060-0002, Japan

	9.
	Signature on behalf of the State Party: 

	
	<signed>
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